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We are excited to announce this year’'s Lenten theme.
After much creative brainstorming, the Worship Commit-
tee and the Board of Fine Arts have adopted the theme:
Arts are the door through which we enter into a
deeper faith. This theme will be reflected in the adorn-
ments gracing the sanctuary, as well as in the liturgies,
Children’s Moments and sermons throughout Lent.

Our Lenten theme will be introduced at the Ash
Wednesday service which will be held at 8:00 p.m. on
February 22. At the conclusion of the service individuals
will be invited to receive the imposition of ashes. The
ancient rite of receiving ashes reminds us of our mortal-
ity and how we are embraced by God’s loving-grace.

Our Lenten theme will also be explored during our
Wednesday night Lenten programs. Each week a guest
presenter will lead us in a discussion/activity reflecting
the theme, Arts are the door through which we enter
into a deeper faith . Each evening we will gather at 6:00
p.m. for a dinner provided by the Board of Deacons. At
6:45 p.m. the program will begin. The evening con-
cludes at 7:45 p.m. with a fifteen minute devotional ser-
vice in the sanctuary.

The schedule of programs is as follows:
February 29 Kay Harley, retired Professor of English

from Saginaw Valley Sate University, will lead a pro-
gram on poetry and faith.




March 7 Artists Armin Mersmann and Valerie Allen will
lead a program on the visual arts and faith. Armin is cur-
rently the Museum School Manger of the Alden B. Dow
Museum of Science and Art. Valerie is a member of the
faculty of the museum school.

March 14 and March 21: The artists have yet to be con-
firmed for these dates. One week will focus on theater
and the other week will explore dance.

March 28 Musicians James Hohmeyer and Wendy Hoh-
meyer will lead a program on music and faith. Jim is our
church’s Director of Music and the Musical Director at
the Midland Center for the Arts.

| hope that you will plan to attend as many of our Lenten
offerings as you can. Lent is a wonderful time to explore
our faith and open ourselves to spiritual transformation.

Peace,

February 5 February 19

Isaiah 40:21-31 2 Kings 2:1-12

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c Psalm 50:1-6

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Mark 1:29-39 Mark 9:2-9

February 12 February 26

2 Kings 5:1-14 Genesis 9:8-17

i’sé’i'”? ?r? 62027 Psalm 25:1-10
orinthians 9:24- 1q.

Mark 1:40-45 1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:9-15




Dear Friends,

How can it possibly be February already? The year
is flying by! My Christmas tree just came down and
we are now preparing for Lent! Sunday School con-
tinues to be a weekly joy celebrating our children. |
enjoy our conversations and watching them engage
with each other. Some of my favorite moments
recently included playing the “Samuel’ game. |
shared the story of Samuel being called by God just
as he was drifting off to sleep, only Samuel kept get-
ting up thinking it was Eli who was calling him...we
had a bit of fun playing over and over again trying to
figure out who was calling us! That game was
followed by the older kids trying to catch the younger
ones around the table while | posed as the gate
keeper. | am wondering how many children enjoy
naps on Sunday afternoons? | forgot to mention the
active social time that happens in the classroom wing
during fellowship hour! The children can hardly wait
to go get a plate of food and come back to play. If
you are ever looking for me after church, the long
classroom hallway is probably where you will find me!
We will begin the month of February discussing how
to share in Jesus' ministry of showing love and
concern for others. Healing and compassion will be
major themes as we prepare for Transfiguration
Sunday and the beginning of Lent.

Our weekly confirmation class of four students contin-
ues to be a weekly delight! The time Roger and |
spend with these four girls is filled with a joyful spirit




and an eagerness to learn and grow. | continue to marvel
at how much they seem to enjoy spending time with us
and are very open and willing to share. | am very grateful
to have had this year with them, it has been a very special
time.

As time continues to pass by | want to share a few upcom-
ing dates to mark on your calendar. March 4, | am plan-
ning on including some of the Sunday School students in
the Communion Service. Roger and | are discussing ways
to introduce Communion to the students and | will be talk-
ing with them during class time. My plan is to bring them
back into the service, all sitting together, to partake in
Communion. April 8 is Easter Sunday and the Board of
Educational Ministries will provide our annual Easter Egg
Hunt for the children after church. May 6 is Children and
Youth Sunday. We will celebrate our children and youth
and offer enormous thanks to our Teachers; Sunday
School buddies for Deborah; and Nursery helpers!! | look
forward to seeing you in church!

Blessings,

Upcoming Confirmation/Youth Group calendar:
February 5 Confirmation Class 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
No Youth Group

February 12 Confirmation Class 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
No Youth Group

February 19 No Class or Youth Group

February 26 No Class
Youth Group Winter Activity TBD



The choir is working on new music for the season of lent
and Easter. We are excited to be working on John
Rutter's GLORIA which will be presented in late April. If
you can sing in the choir, come Thursday's at 7:00 p.m.
We are always finished at 8:30-ish.

The Midland UCC and the Board of Christian Commu-
nity are sponsoring a co-ed adult volleyball team at the
Midland Community Center. WE NEED PLAYERS!
Games will start in February. This is a great way to join
others in fun and fellowship and lose some holiday
pounds. No volleyball experience is required. Just be
ready to play and have fun. If you would like to join or
have questions, please see Laura Gornicki or email her
at gornicki76@yahoo.com. You can also ask any Board
of Christian Community member for more information.
There is a sign up sheet available on the bulletin board
near the church office.

We look forward to you joining the team.
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Art sale Howard Garrett is having a sale
of his photomicrograph artwork. Many of
us are familiar with his microscope
photographs of crystals, that were
recently displayed here at the church.
The sale prices will be one third of the
original art fair prices, and Howard is
generously donating all proceeds to our
church.

The art sale will be held at his home, 2107 Sylvan
Lane on Wednesday, February 1, from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. and again on Saturday and Sunday, February 4
and 5, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Prints will be available in many sizes and formats from
8 x 10 to 30 x 40, framed, matted, or print only. Come
see the many beautiful designs and scenes found in
the tiny crystals. Take a few home for yourself or as
gifts.

Howard would love to explain the process to anyone
interested in the science behind the art.

The United Church of Christ Midland
will hold its Annual Meeting on
Sunday, February 12 immediately
following the service of worship. The
purpose of this meeting will be to
receive annual reports, vote on the
2011 operating budget, install officers
and board members, and any other
church business. Please plan to attend
your input is important! Childcare will
be provided.



December 31, 2011
(100% of Budget Year)

Current Prior
Year Year

Pledges Paid Through December 31  $264,901 $256,495
(100.9%) (102.2%)

Funds Available for Budgeted Expenses $18,763 $18,905
(22 days) (23 days)

Budgeted Expense Paid YTD $305,184 $278,867
(100.1%)  (95.1%)

Pledges paid include the total of all cash and securi-
ties received for fulfillment of pledged envelopes.
Percentage reflects the total amount pledged. Secu-
rities are converted to cash at time of donation.

Average monthly expenses including payrolls, budg-
eted benevolences, programs and operations total
approximately $25,411.

Current balance of: The Pastor's Emergency Assis-
tance Fund is $3,590.

Summarizing our current financial situation at the end of
2011:

Total pledges received were above projection by
$2,401 (+0.9%) and the total budget income was
below projection by $12,600 (-4.2%). The Tropics



fundraiser plus Good Faith offerings contrib-
uted $7,390 to the total income. Unpledged
envelopes were short of budget by $1,735.

The total budgeted expenses paid were
above projection by $241 (+0.1%).

We transferred $8,000 from a non-budgeted
2010 gift to the 2011 budget fund as planned.

Total income in non-budgeted accounts was
$46,795 and total expense in non-budgeted
accounts was $50,791.

The “Funds Available for Budgeted Expenses”
ended at around twenty-two days working
reserve. The Board of Trustees has recom-
mended at least a one month cash reserve to
cover expenses through the year. We have
been between about 3-5 weeks for most of
the year.

Overall, our current financial picture:

Treasurer

UCC Midland has a new official Facebook page. The
Internet Presence Committee has been hard at work
creating this new social media forum for information and
interaction. Join us at http://www.facebook.com/pages/
United-Church-of-Christ-Midland/173263842769070
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Give a Gift of Hope!

Our special offering for the month of February is for the
Church World Service Blankets+ Program. Some
8,000 congregations and groups across the U. S. provide
funds to help people in need around the world, including
the U.S.

For over 60 years, Church World Service has worked in
partnership with local communities to identify their needs
and access the resources they need to build the founda-
tion for a more viable future, including:

Blankets, tents, food and other emergency
supplies in the wake of a disaster

Tools and seeds for refugees returning home
to replant their fields

Wells for families living in drought prone
areas to provide clean, safe water to drink and
to irrigate crops and gardens

Literacy training and microcredit  for women
struggling to realize their potential.

For more information about the Blankets+ Program,
please visit the web site at www.churchworldservice.org
and click on the Blankets+ link. If you would like to make
a contribution, there are envelopes on the tables outside
the sanctuary doors. Gifts will be collected from Febru-
ary 5 through February 26. Please give generously.
Thank you!

, Benevolence Committee



The new Internet Presence
Committee consisting of Brad
Geib, Carl Gillett, Mary Haslam,
Shawn McDonald, Felix McElroy
[l and Scott Mellen, has begun
working to offer advice on the
church’s use of the internet to the
Church Council. There will be a
report in the next newsletter. In
the meantime, if you have concerns about how the
church is using or might use internet resources, please
feel free to contact any member of the committee.

On January 10 Katy (Headbloom) and Mark Hyman
along with proud big brother, Leo welcomed Alexandra
Rief Hyman into the family. Proud grandparents are
Paula Headbloom.

A Wonderful Problem

I am told that it has become increasingly difficult to find a
parking space on Sunday mornings. This is both wonder-
ful news and a challenge. It is wonderful that we have so
many people attending worship that parking has become
a problem. It is a challenge because people with mobility
issues may have difficulty walking to the building. A
friendly suggestion is for people who are able-bodied to
park in the parking lot on the south side of Chestnut Hill
Elementary School. The walk from the parking lot to the
church is less than a block. Even in the colder months of
winter this walk could be used as a time of prayerful
preparation for worship.

11



February is the month when the United Church of
Christ opens their Love Shower project for Church
World Service. In 2011 we sent 124 kits to Church
World Service - 90 school kits and 34 layettes for a
combined value of $2,496.00. It is a cooperative min-
istry of thirty-five Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican
denominations working to eradicate hunger and pov-
erty by providing sustainable, self-help and develop-
ment, disaster relief, and refugee assistance in some
eighty countries around the world including the United
States of America.

The Love Shower wall hanging is on the wall near the
restrooms in the stem hallway. If you would like to
participate in this benevolence, you can choose a
heart or hearts from a pocket for items needed to
complete layettes, health or school kits, or postage to
ship them. Many of these items can be purchased at
dollar stores. We have fabric that can be sewn for
tote bags, if you like to sew. In addition to knitting
baby blankets or sweaters, receiving blankets and
gowns can be sewn. When kits are complete, we will
send them to Church World Service for distribution
where the need is greatest.

If you have any questions, please contact Lucille
Bicknell at 631-4627.

12
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When one catches a glimpse of Bruce Lovelace from
United Church of Christ, Midland (UCC), the image of
him dressed as a hearing-impaired king may pop into
one’s mind, accompanied by the words, “This is my
box.” That phrase was oft repeated in his role as
Kaspar during the choir's December production of
Amahl and the Night Visitors. Bruce says he was
surprised the presentation had such an emotional
impact on him and speculates that it may be the result
of the convergence of the choir, the orchestra, the
performers and the story itself. As a child he sang in
the Children’s and Junior Choirs at church, and the
Men’s Glee Club at college. He has sung in the UCC
choir since 1975 so he was familiar with vocal perform-
ance. He played in the band (trumpet and French
horn) while in high school and the ROTC band in
college. However, performing in Amahl was the first
time he was an actor. It is hoped he will continue to be
involved in future UCC productions.

Throughout his life Bruce has had experiences that
remain with him. He was the elder child of Bernard and
Beatrice Lovelace. Readers will remember his mother
and the intriguing life she led prior to her death this
past year. Bruce recalls when he was very young his
parents built a house seemingly in the middle of
nowhere — actually outside Framingham, MA. There
were acres and acres of countryside with orchards,
abandoned barns and farm buildings, open fields and
pastures - room to roam. Winters would often find
Bruce and his younger sister Bonnie sliding down the



farmer at the base with his tractor and farm sled. The
sleds and children would be piled on for a ride back
to the top. Other memories include walking down the
lane to pick up the rural delivery mail, or visit the
Bookmobile. Daily walks went even further to get the
bus stop for the public bus that would take him to his
elementary school. But the Eastern Massachusetts
electronic industry boom in the 50’s and 60’s caused
the pastures to give way to housing developments.
Schools could not be built fast enough to keep up
with the growth trend. Consequently Bruce had
double sessions, triple sessions, and overlapping
sessions. Bonnie was in five different elementary
schools in six years. Bruce’s participation in athletics
was limited due to the slight case of polio he
contracted during the Salk-Sabin vaccine testing
trials. In those days there was no “informed consent”
and random children were given live virus. Bruce’s
exposure ultimately left him with some paralysis.

Family events that shaped Bruce’s life include attend-
ing the Grace Congregational Church (Bea remem-
bers voting to become UCC) and attending family life
retreats at the Geneva Point Conference Center at
Lake Winnipesawkee, NH each Labor Day weekend
with families from all over New England. Eventually a
number of the families formed a corporation, bought
and converted an old Girl Scout camp in Maine to a
UCC camp where most of the same families met year
after year. Within a few years the camp became a
children’s summer camp and Bruce transitioned from
a camper to an employee. He kept this job on the
kitchen staff for five summers through high school
and into college.

For college, Bruce chose to attend Worcester Poly-
technic Institute and graduated from that institution in
1968, exactly 30 years after his father graduated from
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the same school. His father earned a degree in electri-
cal engineering and Bruce received his degree in
chemical engineering. The elder Lovelace worked for
Raytheon on the rocketry component for the Patriot
Missile Project and when Bruce interned at the
company he worked on the guidance component for the
same project. Incidentally this was the first application of
Doppler radar. Another parallel or intersection in the
father-son work careers was when Bruce was working
in Rotterdam, Netherlands on pipe component
standardization. Thirty years earlier his father was in
Brussels, Belgium working on an international commit-
tee to standardize electronic components.

Bruce’s wife, Karen, also grew up in Framingham, MA
and attended the same high school as Bruce. They
were acquainted, even had a couple of classes
together, but didn’t hang out with the same crowd.
Because of the rapid population growth as mentioned
earlier, a new high school was built and in their senior
year, Bruce was transferred to that campus while Karen
remained at the school she had been attending. High
School graduations came and went and Bruce and
Karen didn't see each other for some time. Following
high school Karen had entered Framingham Union Hos-
pital School of Nursing. Interestingly, Bea Lovelace was
Karen’s supervisor during one of her rotations (referred
to as “affiliations” in medical lexicon). Karen was doing
her psychology affiliation in Worcester when she and a
friend attended a mixer in Worchester Tech where
Bruce was also present. They reconnected as Framing-
ham friends and began to date. By the time Bruce
graduated in the spring of 1968 they knew they wanted
to marry. Bruce took employment at The Dow Chemical
Company beginning in June. The couple planned a
wedding for October because they both loved the New
England fall (unfortunately it rained on their wedding
day!).



Bruce and Karen started their married life living on Dart-
mouth Drive in Midland. They joined UCC, Midland in
1969. Their daughter Kimberly was born in 1970 and in
1973 Bryan came along. Recalling Bruce’s idyllic early
years, they wanted the same for their children so in 1975
they built a home in the more rural Bullock Creek area.
They settled in and became part of the Creek family.
Bruce coached Little League softball and soccer as well
as being a Boy Scout leader and statistician for the high
school volleyball teams. In 1983 he was elected to the
Bullock Creek Board of Education and stayed on the
board through 1995. About five and a half of those years
he served as president of that board. Most of the families
they socialized with were members of Messiah Lutheran
Church and the children wanted to be part of the activities
with their friends. In the mid-80’s Karen, Kimberly and
Bryan joined that church. For a long time Bruce attended
both UCC and Messiah. He worked on projects with
Messiah members, served Easter sunrise breakfast and
helped other projects in the church. The church felt like
an extension of the Bullock Creek family. When the new
church was built, Bruce and Ellen White, knowing the
uniqueness of a Tracker organ, suggested that the organ
in the original Messiah church be moved to the new build-
ing where it now resides. When a tuner came to tune the
UCC Tracker organ, that person was sent to Messiah to
tune their instrument also.

Kimberly and Bryan both graduated from Bullock Creek
High School. Kimberly entered Hope College but wanted
to be closer to home so after a year she transferred to
Central Michigan University (CMU) where she earned a
Bachelor’'s degree with a major in accounting. As a stu-
dent she interned at Blystone & Bailey and was fortunate
to have a job waiting for her at that company when she
graduated. When she earned her CPA she moved to
Chicago to seek new job opportunities. Working for
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various companies, Kim has worked in Chicago, San
Diego, as well a seeing a large amount of world travel in
her various functions. In 2006, Kim’'s son Noah joined the
family through adoption. Currently she and Noah have
returned to the Chicago area where she is VP of Financial
Planning and Analysis at Hospira, Inc., a medical and
pharmaceutical supply business. She is a member of the
board of directors for The Cradle, the agency through
which Noah was adopted.

Bryan and his wife Sherry, who was his high school
sweetheart, live in Midland. Like his sister, Bryan gradu-
ated from CMU, with a double major in biology and Natu-
ral Sciences. Unfortunately he graduated at a time when
the DNR was reducing staff instead of hiring. He works
for Dow Corning Corporation in the plant services group.
Sherry works in the payroll and benefits department at
Dow Corning. They have two daughters who attend Bul-
lock Creek Schools. Emma likes playing T-ball and Kel-
sey likes to sing and dance. Both enjoy spending time
with their grandparents.

Working at “The Dow’s” Bruce held various positions in
production, and process development, but spent most of
his career in the process design and engineering design
departments. He authored several journal and seminar
presentations, and co-authored a process patent for an
ulcer treatment drug marketed as TagmetO. His most
memorable and enjoyable times were the latter years dur-
ing which he worked on a number of international projects
and global technology teams. After 38 years, he retired
from Dow in 2006.

Karen joined the nursing staff at Midland Hospital and
stayed for 37 years, retiring in 2006 as manager of the
Emergency Room. The last couple of years were espe-



cially interesting and rewarding for her as she had a
lot of involvement in the design and building of the
newly opened E.R.

This couple does not know the meaning of retirement!
Upon leaving Dow Chemical, Bruce went to work for
Midland Engineering, Ltd. as a part-time contract engi-
neer. His clients include Dow Chemical and Dow
Corning among others. He taught a CAD retraining
course at McComb Community College where his
students were laid-off autoworkers.  The course
content focused on piping specification and design, to
train them for new careers. Karen continues to do part
-time work for MidMichigan Medical Center where she
fills in for the afternoon or night supervisors. She
helped with the implementation of the computer
records system and recently moved patients when
hospital renovations were completed.

To relax, Bruce and Karen like to spend time at their
Wixom Lake property. In 2005 the cottage, described
as more of a concrete block bungalow, was demol-
ished and the Lake House was constructed. It's a
comfortable house suitable for year ‘round living. The
entire family enjoys spending time there, but grand-
daughters Emma, age eight, and Kelsey, age five, are
especially fond of playing in the water.

When Bruce left the Bullock Creek Board of Educa-
tion, he joined the Board at Windover High School
Public Academy and remains active there today. He
has been on the Board of Directors at Education and
Training Connection (ETC) since 1996 where he has
served as chairman for the last four years. Twice a
month he works at SAMS Food Pantry as a volunteer
to prepare food baskets for pick up. If that isn’t
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enough to make his life very full, he likes taking cooking
classes through the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
(OLLI) through Saginaw Valley State University.

Retirement has given Bruce and Karen the time and
opportunity to travel. They have cruised the Mediterra-
nean on the Queen Mary 2, a water and land cruise of
Alaska, cruised the Caribbean, toured Ireland and just
completed a tour of Glacier Park, Yellowstone and the
Grand Tetons. They frequently travel with Karen'’s sis-
ter and brother-in-law and will accompany them in the
spring for a trip to Aruba for the third time. They love
returning to New England to connect with the land (and
the food) and their brothers and sisters who all still
reside in eastern Massachusetts.

At UCC, Bruce is chairperson of the Music Committee,
a position people seem unwilling to let him give up. As
all are aware, he is a faithful and longtime member of
the choir. He is now finishing his term as Financial
Secretary. Of course one moves to that position from
Assistant Financial Secretary so Bruce has been
intimately involved in UCC financial affairs for two
years. Also, around the church he can be found in the
kitchen, helping cook for special events such as last
spring’s “Taste of the Tropics.” The time and talent he
devotes to UCC are greatly appreciated. Bruce says he
hopes our church will continue to attract and engage
young families. With people like Bruce in responsible
leadership positions, we surely will continue to draw in
good people, be an asset to the community and a
messenger of God’s word.

Spotlight Coordinator



Carl Lovell

Lisa Vincent

Jim Mcintyre
Herb Hardy
David Haslam
Dree Korn/Stryker
Jane Maxwell
Pat Field

Shirley Ferguson
Shirley Rose
Tracy Messing

1-Feb
1-Feb
4-Feb
5-Feb
6-Feb
6-Feb
6-Feb
7-Feb
8-Feb
9-Feb
10-Feb

Chris Walter
Amy Hutchinson
Margaret Rockwell
Craig Devendorf
Sarah Korn

Mike O’'Connell
Scott Mellen

Tom Wells

Rob Staples
Christine Brennan
Matt Mitchell
Salana McElroy
Matt Spink

Janice Timm
Miles Bell

Shelly Wixtrom

Please consider joining the UCC Book Club.
We spend many delightful evenings getting to
know one another better as we discuss books.

12-Feb
13-Feb
14-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
16-Feb
17-Feb
18-Feb
23-Feb
25-Feb
26-Feb
27-Feb
27-Feb
29-Feb
29-Feb

Meetings are held on the second Monday of the month at
7:00 p.m. Members take turns hosting the meetings.

February 13 - Dark Place by Gillian Flynn, our host will be

Beverly Curnutt

If you'd like to be added to the Book Club email list, please
send an email to Nancy McElroy at felnan@chartermi.net
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You all thought that when | was out of sight, you would-
n’'t have to worry about me. Sorry. While you've had a
small advance warning regarding the Michigan UCC
Gathering, we now have firm information.

And now is the time we need to begin motivating you to
block out the weekend of June 8 ,9, & 10 for this
wonderful event. For some years now many of our
group have been really interested in pursuing a pro-
gram that is really “spirit” centered. This year we’ll be
considering spirit as love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, and faithfulness. Our theme for the
weekend is “Growing the Spirit of Michigan Women”.
Our keynoter will be Susan Ager, retired human inter-
est columnist and a journalist for the DETROIT FREE
PRESS. Other paths she’s pursued include being an
author, story teller, and an editor. Along with her pres-
entations, she’ll also be leading a “Chat with the
Keynoter” workshop.

Again we have some diversity in our workshops rang-
ing from Bible Study with the Reverend Terry Bracey,
The spiritual side of yoga with Jan Dolland, the grieving
spirit with Mary Jane Masinick, cupcake decorating with
Pat Miller and learning more about labyrinths with The
Reverend Virginia Titus. For those interesting in jour-
naling, Susan Newcom will lead that workshop for
which there is a small fee. Power of Spirit of color
should be of interest lead by April Zingier while Cindy
Thomas will lead a group helping women to unwind
from their every day lives. That workshop is being
called Whine and Wine. Not sure we’ll get the wine, but



it should be a great workshop as will be the one with
Judy Lopus better known to most of us as “Mother
Nature”.

The cost has been held at $165.00 for a double room
for the whole weekend including the meals for the
weekend. Remember, | always promise you great
meals and thus far Camp Kettunen Center hasn’t
made a liar out of me. There are other rates depend-
ing upon what type of room you wish and for how
long you can be present. Janet will have this informa-
tion in the office and closer to the registration dead-
line of May 10, 2012, there will be additional registra-
tion forms available. We do have a $25.00 registra-
tion fee that is non-refundable and if a registration is
sent in after May 10, an additional $25.00 should be
added as a late fee. A perk is that women who are
attending for the first time may receive a scholarship
gift which, in the past, has run about fifty dollars.

OK, you've been telling me for years you’d like to go,
but thus far, it just hasn’t worked out. | do pray that
this year it will work out. Should you feel a bit nervous
about this unknown event, chat with Mary DuBuis,
Debbie Hayes, Helen Anderson, Ruth Klump, Sue
Tipler, Sue Rhodes, Marilyn Ehline or myself. All of
us also have one additional registration form. Yes, |
always look for multiple cars for this event and
carpooling does happen.

If there is a need for transportation to
any church activity, please contact Mary
DuBuis.
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Worship Service Participants
for February 2012

Head Usher: Mike O’Connell, Captain

Head Greeter: Barb Foster, Captain

Acolytes:
February 5 Brandon Geib
February 12 Owen Gornicki
February 19 Hannah Rose
February 26 Nathan Lowrey

Liturgists: Sign up sheet in the Information Hallway

February 5 Dawn Baker
February 12 Janice Timm
February 19 Don Winger

February 26 Neil Hawkins

Sound System Operators: Sign up sheet on the deck
near the sound equipment
February 5 Tom Wells
February 12 Open
February 19 Open
February 26 Open

Flowers for the communion table:  Sign up sheet on the
bulletin board outside the Sanctuary
February 5 Communion
February 12 Dallas and Anne Mowery
February 19 Open
February 26 Open

Fellowship Hour:  Monthly assignment and sign up
sheet on the bulletin board opposite the church office.

February Board of Educational Ministries
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Young Adult Mission Trip

The United Church of Big Rapids is sponsoring an Alterna-
tive Spring Break mission trip to Houma, Louisiana. The
trip will take place March 3-10, 2012 and is open to young
adults who are 18 or older. The group will drive together
and stay one night in a motel on the way to Louisiana.
While at the site group members will stay in dorm rooms at
a local church. Participants are expected to share in the
cost of gasoline and group meals. The expected cost of
the trip is $300 per person. For more information about this
trip contact Lee Thomas at towood@finaltel.net or Jerena
Keys at jerena@unitedchurchbr.org.

A Gathering of Open and Affirming Churches

Edgewood United Church UCC of East Lansing and the
UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns are hosting a gathering
for individuals from ONA churches on Saturday, February
11, 2012. The purpose of the gathering is to provide an
opportunity to talk with other ONA Churches and reflect on
what it means to be ONA in the current political climate.
The guest speakers will be Mr. Andy Lang, Executive
Director of the Coalition and the Reverend Cheryl L.
Burke, Acting Conference Minister, Ml Conference, UCC.
The event will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Please speak with Reverend Pancost if you are interested
in attending.

UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns

The next National Gathering of the Coalition will be June
25-28, 2012 at Elmhurst College, Elmhurst, lllinois. The
event will include inspiring worship, powerful preaching,
joyful music, and workshops that will feed your mind and
your soul.

Registration begins March 1. www.ucccoalition.org



Pastor: Re v. Roger C. Pancost

The Ministers: The Congregation
Director of Music James Hohmeyer
Organist: Edward Soehnlen
Director of Educational Ministries: Rach el White
Administrative Assistant: Janet Morgan
Custodian: Alton Adams
Moderator: Amy Hutchinson
Moderator Elect: Al Harrow
Past Moderator: Geof Kusch
Secretary: Marsha Langhorst
Treasurer: Frank Kothbauer
Assistant Treasurer: G rant Von Wald
Financial Secretary: Bruce Lovelace
Assistant Financial Secretary: John Dit  zler
Board of Christian Community: Amy McDonald
Board of Deacons: Rebecca Ru tishauser
Board of Fine Arts: Be verly Curnutt
Board of Trustees: Scotty Locker
Benevolence Committee: Carol Staples
Buildings and Grounds Committee:  Howard Garret  t
Caregiving Committee: Sond i Geminder
Connie Lesiewicz
Finance Committee: Fran Hamburg
Growth and Nurture Committee: Felix McElroy
Music Committee: Bruce Lovelace
Nominating Committee: Nancy Wells
Pastoral Relations Committee Nancy McElroy
Personnel Committee: Chris W alter
Stewardship Committee Al Harrow
Worship Committee: Mary DuBuis
Office Hours:

Monday — Thursday from 8:30 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.
Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 Noon

Rev. Pancost’'s Scheduled Office Hours
Monday and Tuesday 9:00 a.m.— 12:00 Noon
and by appointment

Rachel White, Director of Educational Ministries is available in
the building on Sunday and Tuesday mornings from 9: 30 a.m.
until 12:00 noon or by phone or email.



