
 

Calendar of Events 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent                                                                 April 2, 2017 
 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                     10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship  -  Baumann Fellowship Hall                                      11:00 a.m. 

Deborah’s Buddies  - Blue Door Room                                         11:15 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the loft                                                    11:30 a.m.  
 

Monday,  April 3 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                     8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  April 4 

Board of Fine Arts - Parlor                                                              7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, April 5 

Lenten Series  

              Dinner - Fellowship Hall                                                    6:00 p.m.  

              Children’s Movie                                                                6:30 p.m.   

              Program                                                                              6:45 p.m.             
 

Thursday, April 6 

Choir Rehearsal - In the loft                                                           7:00 p.m.  
 

Friday, April 7 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                     8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, April 8  

Service Saturday at Shelterhouse Resale Shop                          2:00 p.m.  

Service Saturday at Shelterhouse Resale Shop                          4:00 p.m.  
 

Sunday, April 9—Palm Sunday 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                   10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                        11:00 a.m.  

Board of Educational Ministries - Blue Door Room                    11:15 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the loft                                                     11:30 a.m.  

Youth Group - Parlor                                                                           4:00 p.m. 

Pysanky Egg Decorating - Fellowship Hall                                      6:00 p.m. 
 

Monday,  April 10 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                     8:00 p.m. 

  
 

Rev. Pancost’s Office Hours:  

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon, Monday through Thursday 

and by appointment 
 

Jennifer Ringgold, Director of Educational Ministries 

Office Hours:  

10:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. Monday through Wednesday 

 

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
April 2, 2017 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 



Gathering Hymns 
       Precious Lord, Take My Hand                                    # 471                                     
       Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness                                           #286 
 
Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 

 
Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
 
Prelude      
 
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 
 

Choral Introit  
 

Call to Worship                           Seasons of the Spirit 
 

L:  In the midst of death, 
P: God offers life. 

L:  In the midst of despair, 
P: God offers hope. 
L: In the midst of confusion and uncertainty, 
P: God offers a new way of seeing things, a new 

way of understanding things. 
L:  May God help us to remember this always.  
P: Amen. 
       
*    Hymn             Beneath the Cross of Jesus                  #190 
                                         

 (Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand,  
as you are able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 
 
 
 

Order of Worship 

Seeking a Volunteer for  
Midland Area Homes  
Board of Directors 

 

As many of you know, our   congre-
gation, along with several other 

churches in Midland, helped found  Midland Area Homes, 
and throughout its presence in our community, we have 
supported its work in a variety of ways.  Most notably, our 
volunteers help collect donated furniture several times 
yearly, and we have supplied one or two members of the 
Board of Directors each year.  At about the time our two 
most recent board members,  Shelley Koop and John Ditz-
ler, moved from Midland, the MAH also re-configured their 
board somewhat. They no longer solicit board members 
from each of the church     organizations, but rather, seek 
individuals within the member churches who can supply 
specific needed expertise. 

Here’s where you come in, Mr. or Ms. Potential volun-
teer:   MAH Board is in need of one board member, from 
any of its member churches, who has (A) willingness 
to participate and (B) some professional background 

in Construction Trades. 

UCC would love to continue our long relationship with 
MAH.  If anyone in our congregation has construction 
background and feels called to serve the community on our 
behalf, contact Judy Kuehl, chair of Board of Deacons, for 
more information.  Thanks in advance to anyone who will 
consider this opportunity. 

 

The April UCC Service Saturday opportunity 
at the Shelterhouse Resale Shop in the Kmart 
plaza will be on Saturday, April 8. Sign-up 
sheets for two shifts, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. or 4:00 to 

6:00 p.m. are available on the bulletin board adjacent to the 
church office.  
 



The 2017 Lenten Series, which began on 
March 8 continues through April 5. Even if 
you might have missed a session, come join 
us starting at 6:00 p.m. for dinner, fellow-
ship and  programming on Wednesday evenings.  
 

The entire family is invited! Childcare is provided in the 
Red Door Classroom from 6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. While 
grown-ups participate in their activities about the Lenten 
theme of Transformation, kids will relax while watching an 
animated movie. 

 

No, we don’t mean the Midland 
County Fair, which will be held next 
summer. “Come to the Fair” is the 
theme of this year’s  Midland, UCC 
annual fundraiser. We invite you to 
join us on Sunday, April 30, for a 

fun evening that will  include a silent auction, a live auc-
tion, carnival games for children,  delicious food, and lots 
of laughter. The festivities begin at 5:00 p.m. in Baumann 
Fellowship Hall. 

 

In order for this event to be a success we need donations 
for both auctions. In years past people have  donated food 
items, experiences, vacation home weekends, dinners, 
services, and hand-made items. We encourage you to be 
creative in thinking about what you might offer. 

 

You can fill in the donation form and email it to our 
church’s Administrative Assistant, Janet Davis, at          
janet@uccmidland.org or submit a hard copy to the church 
office.  

The Midland Chapter of Nonviolent Peaceforce         
presents International Executive Director, Tiffany Easthom 
on Monday, May 15, 2017 for “Transforming the World’s     
Response to Conflict”. See the poster in the stem hallway 
for additional information. 

*    Litany of Confession             Seasons of the Spirit 

 

L:  For those times when we have turned away, prefer-
ring not to see realties that we are uncertain about,  

P: forgive us, O God. 
L:  For those times we have wrung our hands, wishing 

things would change, without taking steps we could 
have to help them change, 

P: forgive us, O God. 
L:  For those times when we discounted others’ stories 

rather than confront truths that made us uncomfort-
able,  

P: forgive us, O God. 
 
*      Kyrie          

          

*    Words of Affirmation          
 

L: Hear these words from scripture: “God doesn’t look 
at things like humans do. Humans see only what is 
visible with the eyes, but God sees into the heart.” 
So know, friends, that God sees into your heart, 
and knows that it is good. God forgives you all that 
weighs upon you, and sets you free to new and ev-
erlasting life. 

P: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 

mailto:janet@uccmidland.org


Children’s Moment        Jesus Wept                   Rev. Pancost 
 
Anthem      When I Survey the Wondrous Cross     John Rutter 

 

         Choir sings and congregation joins in on the last verse: 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
that were an offering far too small;  
Love so amazing, so divine,  
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

                                                                 
Scripture   

Ezekiel 37:1-14                                    Pew Bible, page 747 
Psalm 130                 New Century Hymnal, pages 709-710 
John 11:1-45                               Pew Bible, pages 934-935 

 
Sermon              Being Present            Rev. Roger C. Pancost                                           
 
*    Hymn            The Time Was Early Evening                 #344 
                                
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
   

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
  Amen. 

 

This year, we will observe Maundy 
Thursday, April 13, with a Seder meal 
for the UCC Midland congregation and 
guests. Please put the occasion on your 
calendar for 6:00 p.m. Children are invit-

ed - - they are welcome! - - they are needed! - - and we will 
have a guest to participate in the reading of the Hebrew 
prayers and other text.  
 

The menu will include a full meal of traditional Seder    
dishes, along with explanations of the symbolic meaning 
of each; singing; and joyful yet mindful fellowship. Because 
we will be cooking the meal at the church, we need your 
RSVP no later than April 10th. Please look for the sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board adjacent to the church office 
and add your name(s) if you would like to attend. 

Easter Egg Decorating for Adults on Palm 
Sunday,  April 9, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall. Come learn the traditional method used to 
make Ukrainian pysanky and take home your 
own unique treasure. Space is limited so sign-up 
on the bulletin board across from the church office soon. 
This event is sponsored by the Board of Christian Commu-
nity and is free and open to all. 

Easter Bonnet Sunday! Together we will 
celebrate this glorious time of year. Help 
us make it look even more festive by 
wearing your delightful hats! If you don’t 
have a hat you wish to wear, but want to 
participate, don’t worry. You may borrow 
one for the day from collections lent by 

parishioners. These will be located just beyond the sanctu-
ary. See you on Easter! This event is sponsored by the 
Board of Christian Community. 



 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for a time of 
fellowship and refreshments provided by the 
Moderators and Pastoral Relations Committee. 
Everyone is welcome! 

Strengthen the Church is the special mission 
offering that engages us in breathing vitality  
nto the United Church of Christ. Gifts to 
Strengthen the Church are used for: 
 

• Funding new church starts and invigorating 
existing congregations 

• Nurturing lay and pastoral leadership 

• Building youth and young adult ministries 
 

Supporting the God is Still speaking Ministry and its      
extravagant welcome for all within the United Church of 
Christ 
 

If you would like to make a contribution to Strengthen the 
Church, envelopes will be available on the tables outside 
the sanctuary doors during the month of April or put STC 
on the memo line of your check and drop it in the offering 
plate.  For more information, please visit www.ucc.org/
stc/. 
 

Thank you for your support! 

 

The flowers today are provided by sons      
Christopher and Matthew, in honor of the 
birthdays of their parents, Marilyn and Carl 
Gillett. 

Offertory                         
 

(The loose change in today’s offering will be 
given to SAMS Food Pantry.) 

 

* Doxology        NCH (Black) #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*    Prayer of Dedication      
 
Order of Communion 

 Invitation 
Communion Prayer 
Congregational Sanctus     

Sharing the Elements 
 (Please hold the bread until all are served.  
     You may drink the cup when it is received.) 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ucc.org/stc/
http://www.ucc.org/stc/


 
Unison Prayer  
 

O God, for the healing you have given us in the 
brokenness of bread and the pouring out of cup, 
we thank you. For the community that you have 
restored in us through the sharing of life, we 
thank you. For the courage and the strength you 
have promised us, we thank you. Send us forth 
from this place of worship to share your love 
and your peace in the world. Amen. 
         

*    Hymn                   On a Hill Far Away                         #195 
                           
*    Benediction       
 
*    Choral Response     
                         
Postlude              
              (We invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

 
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

  
  Acolyte: Liam Anderson 
  Liturgist: Mary DuBuis 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Renee Turner 
  SAFE Church Volunteer: Amy McDonald 

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellowship Hall for 
refreshments after the service of worship. Church mem-
bers are happy to greet you and answer any questions 
you may have. We hope you feel welcome here! 

• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing    
assistance system. Please ask an   
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of        
today’s hymns are available for your 
use. Please ask  an usher  for  a copy.  

 

• Audio CD’s of the worship service and  
     a CD player may be borrowed from the office.  
 

• The church website is updated weekly and      
contains worship bulletins, sermons, calendars, 
newsletter and other offerings. Please visit 
www.uccmidland.org  

Hearing 
Assistance 

 

Nursery care for infants and       
toddlers is available in the Rainbow 
Door Room directly across the hall 
from the sanctuary. Please feel     
welcome to be with your child in the 
nursery if necessary. 

 

After Children's Moments, Sunday 
School classes meet in the Education 
wing. Each classroom has a brightly 
painted door to designate it's partici-
pants!  Red Door is for Preschoolers, 
young fives, and Kindergartners. Green 
Door is for 1st and 2nd graders. Orange Door is where 
class meets for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders. Sixth grade 
students on up will remain with their families in the 
sanctuary for communion. Children age 3 and under are 
welcome in the sanctuary, or childcare is provided in the 
Rainbow Door Room across the hall.    


