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Volume 19, Issue 8 August 2017  Newsletter 

From Your Pastor…  

 

One of the lectionary texts that we read in worship on July 2 is from a section of Matthew in which 
Jesus says to his disciples: “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me.” This statement causes me reflect on all the ways in which this 
church welcomes others. 

 

One of the obvious ways we welcome others is demonstrated every Sunday as we reach out to  
visitors. Over the years I have had numerous visitors tell me that they have found this to be a 
friendly and welcoming congregation.  

 

We make people feel welcome through our weekly fellowship hour and other social events. The 
generosity of food that is offered at these events is a reflection of the generosity of spirit found in 
this congregation. How beautiful it is to see people engaged in lively conversations around the    
tables in the fellowship hall. 

 

We make children and youth feel welcome through our Sunday School, Youth Group and Vacation 
Bible School. A wonderful testimony to the welcome we offer our young people is found in the fact 
that it is sometimes the children who convince their parents to attend church on Sunday mornings.  

 

We make people in our community feel welcome through our Emergency Assistance Fund. When 
people come to our church seeking assistance we treat them with the utmost dignity and respect. 
Individuals, who enter the building looking apprehensive, often leave looking more relaxed and 
hopeful.  

 

We make people feel welcome through the many acts of mission outreach that our members and 
friends are involved with. Whether it is a friendly smile at the local food pantry, or an energetic team 
at One Week/One Street, we extend welcome to countless individuals.  

 

We make people who are faced with life-challenges feel welcome by offering emotional support 
and acts of service. A recent example can be found in the out-pouring of love, and hands-on       
assistance, offered to people who experienced flood damage. 

 

 

I give thanks for all of the many ways in which the individuals in this church help others to feel    
welcome. How powerful it is to know that in doing so, we are extending welcome to God!  

 

 

Peace, 

Roger 
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Joys & Concerns 

Lectionary Texts for August 

August 6  
 

Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 17:1-7,15 
Romans 9:1-5  
Matthew 14:13-21 
    

August 13 
 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28  
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33 
 

August 20 

 

Genesis 45:1-15 
Psalm 133  
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 
 

August 27 

 

Exodus 1:8-2:10  
Psalm 124  
Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with . . .  

•  everyone in our church, and communities, who experienced damage to their homes due to recent 

flooding.  

• Gwen Snyder as she heals from her recent knee surgery on July 11. 

• the family of Ken Bickel who passed away on Sunday, July 16.  

• Anne O’Connell as she heals from knee surgery on July 18. 

• Barb Stephenson and family on the death of her mother, Carol Sabourin on July 25. 

• Jenni Bridges and family on the death of her father on June 22. 
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Inside this issue: 

Each year the United Church of Christ Midland, holds 
an outdoor service of worship on the Sunday of Labor 
Day Weekend. This year the service will be held on 
Sunday, September 3 at 10:00 a.m. in the courtyard be-
tween the sanctuary and the educational wing. The area 
is accessed by the doors in the stem hallway (the hall-
way between the sanctuary and the church offices). The 
service will include readings, special music and com-
munion. 
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 On July 2, Roger announced during the worship service that meals for volunteer flood 
recovery workers were being requested by the United Way.  Details were posted on a 

bulletin board near the office. By 6:00 p.m. on July 6, members of the Social Concerns 
committee had responded and delivered a delicious meal to 20 volunteers housed at 

Eastlawn Elementary School. Menu details: curried red lentils, polenta squares,     
spinach tamales, naan, bread and butter, caprese salad, sliced tomatoes/cucumbers/

fresh spinach with dressing, oatmeal cookies, and chilled watermelon (this last donat-
ed by Kroger). I think you can tell from the details that the food was homemade.   

The volunteers appreciated our support and a week later we were instrumental in   
donating some kitchen equipment that they could use in preparing their own meals. 

(If you want to learn more about Team Rubicon, the organization that deployed the 
volunteers to Midland, check out their website.) This experience demonstrates the 

ability of our church to respond to emerging needs with alacrity and effective-
ness.  You never know when you can be a mission-ary! 

Sarah Gorman 

Pop-up Mission Project 

 

Help Wanted… 

The United Church of Christ, Midland is scheduled to assemble SHARE Lunches 
at the Salvation Army on Waldo Avenue on August 14th through August 17th. 
Those will be the last four days of the summer program. 

 To help, please sign up on the sheet across from the church office. Please     
consider joining in the fun for an hour to an hour and a half beginning at 8:30 a.m. any of these days. If 
you have questions, Sondi Geminder would be happy to help you.  

 On July 7 and 8, we made great progress in the effort to update the UCC 
kitchen.  Amy McDonald, Trish Castle, Marjorie Ball, Sondi Geminder, 
and Sarah Gorman worked together to sort, clean, reorganize, and set 
the stage for improved cleanliness and functionality in the kitchen.  Some 
items were not needed (namely, duplicates and damaged items) and will 
be donated to those in need, sold at the church rummage sale or discard-
ed.  Would you believe that we were storing 301 dinner plates, and no one could   remember a seated 
dinner with more than 130 guests!  Temporary labels on drawers and cabinets will be replaced with 
permanent labels by July 29.  Some cosmetic improvements and small construction projects are on the 
way.  If you have a comment or question, please write it on the clipboard placed on the bulletin board 
near the coffee urns -- or speak to one of those signing this report. The planning group would very 
much like to hear your views as we continue to upgrade our kitchen's cleanliness and functionality for 
the benefit of the congregation and community members. 

Sarah Gorman, Amy McDonald, Trish Castle, and Rev. Roger Pancost 

Kitchen Reboot Progress Report 
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August 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

VBS 

2 

 

VBS 

 

12:30 pm Summer 

Bible Study 

3 

 

VBS 

 

4:00 pm Handbell 

Rehearsal 

4 

 

VBS 

12 n Power Washing 

the Exterior 

8:00 pm AA  

5 

6  VBS Sunday 

10:00 am Worship  

11:00 am Fellowship 

4:00 pm Founders 

Series— Exultete 

Deo Concert 

 

  

7 

Painting the Exterior 

10:00 am Paint & 

Palette 

 

8:00 pm AA 

8 

 

7:00 pm Christian 

Community  

7:15 pm Trustees 

7:30 pm Deacons 

9 10 11 

 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

 

 

12 

Service Saturday  

Shelterhouse Resale 

2:00—4:00 pm  

4:00 –6:00 pm  

13 

10:00 am Worship  

11:00 am Fellowship 

 

 

14 

 

SHARE Lunches 

10:00 am Paint & 

Palette 

 

8:00 pm AA 

 

15 

 

SHARE Lunches 

 

 

7:15 pm Church 

Council 

16 

 

SHARE Lunches 

12:30 pm Summer 

Bible Study 

 

5:00 pm Handbell 

Rehearsal 

17 

 

SHARE Lunches 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

 

19 

 

20 

10:00 am Worship  

11:00 am Fellowship 

21 

 

10:00 am Paint & 

Palette 

 

8:00 pm AA 

22 23 

12:30 pm Summer 

Bible Study 

24 25 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

26 

9:00 am Midland Area 

Homes Pick-up 

27 Hawaiian Shirt 

Sunday 

10:00 am Worship  

11:00 am Fellowship 

28 

 

10:00 am Paint & 

Palette 

 

8:00 pm AA 

29 30 

12:30 pm Summer 

Bible Study 

31  
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Sunshine Sustainability Fund Campaign – Success! 
 
Thank you to all who have made a commitment to the long-term maintenance and small capital project 
goals for our church by contributing to the Sunshine Sustainability Fund. 
 
As a testament to the generosity of our UCC family, the official campaign wrapped up on June 30

th
 with 

an additional $5,618.00 in commitments beyond our stated goal! 
 
This strong start has allowed the trustees to launch a few important maintenance projects this year. 
These include the exterior painting project that has been planned for the last two years, replacing the 
aging furnace in the classroom wing, and the possible improvement of exterior lighting in the parking lot 
and front circle. The commitments made thus far should see us through the anticipated and unanticipat-
ed building maintenance projects in the near future. 
 
In July, a dramatic illustration of the need for availability of Sunshine funds was the collapse of both the 
sanitary and storm sewers under the circle portion of our driveway. Although this caused a disruption in 
traffic, there was no damage to the church building and it is expected that the Sunshine fund will cover 
the repair costs. Nonetheless, it is important to remember that the possibility of other unforeseen 
maintenance issues reinforces the need for sustained financial support of the Sunshine fund. 
 
Our plan for maintaining the Sunshine fund is: 

 

• to encourage ongoing support through periodic commitments 
• to create designated memorials 
• to allocate a portion of the annual budget developed through the fall stewardship campaign which 

can be supplemented, when necessary, by the Sunshine Sustainability Fund 
 
Thanks again for investing in the church's future and helping to maintain the church’s firm foundation. 
 
The Sunshine Sustainability Fund Campaign Committee 

 
 

Mark Kuehl, Beverly Curnutt, Eric Petersen, Mary Haslam,  

Shawn McDonald, and Kim Steinke 
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Dear Friends, 
 
As I write this, I am sitting amidst piles of items and to-do lists for Vacation Bible School.  Shortly, VBS 
will be in full swing…and then over…after months of preparation.  VBS is one of the most challenging 
and rewarding parts of my job.  There is nothing else like VBS in the life of a church – and I am so 
thankful that it is a part of UCC outreach ministry.  I hope that even if you don’t have a child involved 
that you will either stop by during the week of July 31 - August 4, or attend our VBS Sunday celebration 
on August 6 to be a part of this unique worship experience.  

 

When VBS concludes, I won’t have any time to be sad that it is over as I am already involved in plan-
ning another major event. August 16 -18 I will be travelling to Elmhurst College near Chicago, IL to 
meet with the planning committee of the Great Lakes Regional Youth Event.  GLRYE 2018 will take 
place next summer, July 5-8 at Elmhurst.  Alas, there will be no shortage of piles and to-do lists for 
me!!!  I was more than thrilled to be asked by Conference Minister Rev. Campbell Lovett to be a repre-
sentative of the Michigan Conference for planning this multi-state event.  I got to meet Rev. Lovett and 
another member of the GLRYE planning committee, Rev. Lisa Hart from Madison, WI while I was at 
UCC General Synod last month.   

 

General Synod is the bi-annual meeting of the UCC denomination, and the UCC’s 31
st
 Synod took 

place in Baltimore, MD June 29 – July 4.  It was an educational, inspiring, and thought-provoking week.  
The business that takes place during Synod every other year defines and shapes the UCC as a denom-
ination on its journey.   

 

Highlights for me during Synod were hearing the amazing social justice and witness leaders Rev. Tracy 
Blackmon and Rev. William Barber speak.  I highly encourage you to look into them both, and read or 
listen to whatever you can.  I was also able to hear a keynote address from an author I love, Glennon 
Doyle.   

 

I was captivated to learn about the many responsibilities of the voting delegates to participate in      
committees and debate the many resolutions presented throughout Synod.  This was a process that 
took many months to prepare.   Lots of heart, emotion, and prayer goes into the voting that keeps UCC 
on the forefront of creating A Just World For All. 

 

If you would like to know more about what was voted on throughout Synod 2017, you can visit this  
website http://www.ucc.org/general_synod_news    

 

Topics discussed were varied and many, and included things like $15 minimum wage, legal aid in     
dying, gun violence as a public health issue, climate change, immigration, systemic racism, disability 
justice, and more…  

 

As you might imagine, packing all that (and more) into less than a week was a bit overwhelming – there 
is so much justice work to be done – but one of the amazing things about attending an event like    
General Synod is that you realize there are many other people on this journey towards justice.  These 
larger-church events are a powerful reminder that we are not alone.  I am grateful to return to UCC, 
Midland and know that as part of the UCC we are making an impact in our community and our world.   

 

 Jenn 

Director of Educational Ministries 
 

 

From the Director of Educational Ministries 

http://www.ucc.org/general_synod_news


 7 

RALLY DAY 2017 = Sunday September 10 
 

Rally Day is a celebration and kick-off of our school year programming  
for children, youth, and adults! 

Rally Day falls on the Sunday after the first day of school, and will be held Sunday, September 10, 
2017.  Students in 3

rd
 grade will be presented with their own Bible, Sunday School teachers will be 

introduced, and we will begin our NEW Sunday School Curriculums –  
Holy Moly! and Echo the Story.  

These new programs use storytelling, creative reflection, technology, and imagination                      
to engage students in the Bible!!!   

I cannot wait to see them in action over the next 2 years at UCC. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6wPWZB8nSE   
(Holy Moly! overview – this curriculum will be used for ages Preschool – 4

th
 grade) 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71Ld2v_8hY4  

(Echo the Story overview – this curriculum will be used for 5
th
 – 9

th
 graders) 

 
Each year, the Board of Educational Ministries also hosts an ALL-CHURCH potluck picnic on Rally 

Day.  Drinks, tableware, and sub sandwiches will be provided.  Following worship we will travel  
off-site with side dishes and desserts to gather at a park pavilion for a luncheon celebration! 

Please mark your calendar for September 10, and watch your bulletin  
and the September E-Newsletter for more details!! 

 
Upcoming Calendar Events for your Family’s Calendar 

 
MONDAY, July 31 – FRIDAY August 4  Deep Sea Discovery Vacation Bible School 
Sunday, August 6  VBS Sunday 10:00am service of worship 
Sunday, August 27 Hawaiian Shirt Sunday 
Sunday, September 3 Outdoor Worship Service 10:00am Labor Day Weekend –  
                                         last day for Summer One Room Sunday School 
Sunday, September 10 RALLY DAY – return to regular Sunday School programming 
                                        and off-site ALL-CHURCH potluck luncheon 12:00noon 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6wPWZB8nSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71Ld2v_8hY4
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                                                                                                                                                                              Lofty News 

Exciting things are happening in August in the loft! 

 

August 6, Sheree Clark Lovell and Thom Zantow will be providing music for the worship service. Thom 
has been known to bring all of his musical instruments to bear on our worship service so one must     
attend to discover the uniqueness that only Thom can offer. Who knows he might even bring his 
Tárogató. 

 

Also on August 6 at 4:00 p.m. 

• As part of the Founders Series, the EXULTATE DEO CHAMBER CHOIR will be singing a wonder-
ful program of English Anthems at 4:00 p.m. in our loft. The August 6 concert is open to everyone and 
there will be a free-will donation available at the end of the concert. This program was arranged recently 
by Robin Von Wald who sings in the group with her son Seth and as well with Julia Willison and David 
King. This Chamber choir is another example of the talented music making we have in our Great Lakes 
Bay region. Here is some more information about the concert: 

The English Anthem program will trace the birth of the anthem in the English language that began at the 
Reformation in England. Featured composers are Thomas Tallis (c.1505-1585), Christopher Tye 
(c.1505-1573), Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) William Byrd (1539-1623), Adrian Batten (1591-1637) and 
Henry Purcell (1659-1695). Tallis and Tye are credited with composing the first anthems written in   
English and inventing the hymn tune during the Reformation in England. Nicholas Schmelter will accom-
pany the chamber choir on our own organ and Robert Sabourin will direct. Schmelter will also play 
Chromatic Fantasia on Ut Re Me Fa So La by John Bull (1562/1563-1628) and On a Theme of Orlando 
Gibbons by C. V. Stanford (1852-1924). 

 

August 13 will see Andrew Ault and his daughter, Kathryn, playing a variety of Saxophone duets for the 
service which will include duets by Mozart.  

 

August 20 will feature Grant Von Wald and his fabulous Clarinet playing the Prelude. Of special interest 
will be a unique arrangement of Heather Humm on violin accompanied by handbells in a Sonata for   
Violin and Handbells by Darrell Day. The handbell players are Susan and Kris Mercy, Kathleen 
McGuire, and Robin VonWald. This will be a very unique sound to be sure! 

 

August 27 will be FLUTE day with flutist extraordinaire Wendy Hohmeyer who will perform part of the 
service, and Jim and Donna Murphy will play Native American Flutes and Harp. 

 

September 3 will be the outdoor service and Mary DuBuis will be providing the service music on her 
native flute.  

 

I'm excited to hear all of these wonderful musicians during our worship service. 

Jim Hohmeyer  

Director of Music 
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August Benevolence Giving 

 

 Your Gift Does Make A Difference 

 

The special offering for August is the Pastor’s Emergency Assistance Fund. Through our pastor, your 
resources can minister to the immediate needs of our Midland neighbors. 

UCC Midland averages 1-5 phone calls per week from individuals and families requesting help.  Our 
church responds promptly to those seeking assistance with basic necessities or emergency needs.  
Gifts generally have been limited to $50-$100 to be used for such things as apartment rental fees and 
utilities. 

Requests typically come from individuals or families that are unexpectedly unemployed, under-
employed, or dealing with steep medical costs. UCC Midland does not limit support to church members 
and friends, as is the case with many other churches.   

If you would like to give to the Pastor’s Emergency Assistance Fund, simply put a note on the memo line 
of your check and place it in the offering plate or drop off your check in the church office.   

Your generosity is appreciated by those in our community. 

 

Matthew Christianson 

 Benevolence Committee 

                

 

 

 

 2017 UCC Rummage Sale  

September 21, 22 and 23 
It's time to get ready for the annual church rummage sale!  Pack up any items you no longer want, and 
we will take them off your hands.  Intake of donations will begin Sunday, September 17 at 2:00 
p.m.  We will not be ready to accept items before then, so please plan to drop off donations Sunday   
afternoon, all day Monday and Tuesday, and Wednesday before 4:00 p.m.  We cannot take any item 
that has ever contained gasoline or other flammable substance, analog televisions, or any items that 
have been exposed to flood water.  We will be delighted to accept any other clean, dry items (our cus-
tomers love our cleanliness and organization).  If you need to have large items picked up, let me know, 
so we can schedule a moving crew.   

Please consider volunteering for the rummage sale, as it takes a lot of people to run one.  The benefits 
include fun and friendship, the opportunity to shop while working, and the knowledge that money raised 
goes to help those in need. Look for a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall 
soon.                                                                                                     

Connie Lesiewicz    

Rummage Sale Chair  
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Planning Further Ahead 

 

 

 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will read about the success of our Sunshine Sustainability 
Fund initiative.  The pledges received so far have exceeded the $50,000 goal by more than 
10%.  The planning committee hit just the right notes of clarity, grace, and practicality. Kudos to 
them! and thank you to all who pledged. 

 

This fund is expected to enable the church to pay for anticipated repairs, breakdowns, and     
maintenance of our building, which is now more than 50 years old, through 2019.  Of course, 
no one can predict the future, but this fund provides security against the unexpected as well as 
the expected in the stewardship of our award-winning mid-century modern building. 

 

Now that we have successfully responded to the near-term future, we ask you to consider the    
further-term future.  You may be familiar with the term “planned giving,” which refers to the 
many ways in which a family or individual, working with their financial advisor or estate planner, 
can pledge a deferred gift at a specified future date or at the time of their death to an organiza-
tion that promotes values that you want to perpetuate.  The gift may be either a one-time event 
or a gift that occurs over a period of time.  Planned giving options include such assets as cash, 
securities, life insurance or personal property.  If you would like more information, please con-
tact a member of the Financial Team.   

 

Just this year, bequests to UCC have enabled us to expand the church's mission in benevo-
lences, staff support, and additions to the Sunshine Sustainability Fund as well as our small but 
growing Endowment Fund.  Of course, a gift of any size is a treasure to UCC Midland as we 
seek to follow the path mapped out for us in the teachings of Christ. 

 

If not today, then some day soon, we trust that you will consider how a planned gift to UCC will 
perpetuate your values and beliefs through the church's community role and its larger mission. 

 

Kim Steinke and Sarah Gorman,  

on behalf of the Financial Team and the Church Moderators 
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Financial Summary 
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There are several words which are used to express thankfulness, but there don't seem to 
be any that really tell the depth of loving gratitude in our hearts for the amazing UCC     
angels who again came to our rescue during the recent flood.  Although we experienced a 
LOT of water rising in our basement, we were so fortunate compared to many folks who 
also had to deal with yet another "100-year" flood (not supposed to happen again in a   
lifetime!) Thirty years since the last event definitely added more stuff, and much less 
strength than before and help was so essential in any hope of recovering that we could 
hope to accomplish.  Unfortunately, the  wonderful angels who appeared with many hugs, 
with their strength and willingness to do whatever was needed found themselves         
challenged with more than they expected, but there was no hesitation, no matter what. 

 

Familiar faces, and some not so familiar, lifted, stacked, moved, and struggled together 
and even laughed together as the awful mess was tackled!! 
 

Bill and I are so incredibly grateful and full of appreciation for each and every one of you in 
our UCC family for again filling our lives with God's blessings as you surrounded us with 
compassionate understanding and assistance as we faced one more challenge. 

                                                

                                  THANK YOU       THANK YOU       THANK YOU  

 

Phyllis Ferris 

 

A Note of  Loving Gratitude . . . 

 

INTERESTED IN GOLF? 

Outing at Currie East on Sunday, August 27th 

Tee Time:  2:00 p.m. 

Format:  2-Person or 4-Person Scramble for 9 holes 

Cost:  $13.00 walking (non-senior);  

$9.00 walking (senior rate) 

           $21.00 riding (non-senior);  

 $17.00 riding (senior rate) 
 

Please sign-up by August 6th to play so I can book the tee time(s). A sign up sheet is available on 

the bulletin board near the church office. 

 

Peg Stokes 
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I want to thank everyone for the incredible outpouring of help following the 
flood on June 23.  I felt panicked and alone as I watched the water rising in 
my basement, but that feeling didn’t last long.  Within a few hours my son 
and son-in-law arrived to do the heavy lifting and fill my garage with wet   
furniture. Soon after the water was pumped out, Allan arrived, and worked 
everyday until the basement was dry. Carol cut her vacation short to help 
and had her washer and dryer running 24/7 until flood-soaked – everything 
– was clean and dry. She delivered soaked laundry to Margaret, who also 
spent a day laundering. Shawn, Amy and Ellie put in a long hard day      
removing soaked debris and trying to sanitize the space. Doug and Al 
joined the cleanup effort and Karen tended to my grandmother’s saturated 
quilt. Friend and neighbor Tammy was in the thick of it for two days and 
tells me - she has new friends in UCC. There were others from our church 
who volunteered to help, but there was little more to do until the basement 
was dry. 

 

And, it is not surprising that every person who helped me, worked on at least one other flooded home 
during the long wet filthy weekend. Some for days.  

 

I have shared my flood story with people outside our community. When they hear of the immediate  
dedication, love and support I received from all of you, several have come to tears.  I know it moves me 
to tears each time I share it. 

 

When I reflect on the experience, while I wish it on no one, it brings a warm and positive memory that I 
will never forget. From the bottom of my heart, I thank all the people who helped me.  But I also thank 
our entire congregation for always being so supportive of each other.     

 

My special thanks to: Allan Thiele, Carol Locker, Amy & Shawn McDonald, Ellie Schroeder, Doug Web-
ster, Al Harrow, Margaret Clark, Karen Harner, Tammy DeRuyter & her friend Carol, Jim Brinker and 
Mike Rentz. 

 

Much love and sincere thanks,  

 Janet Danek 

A Note of Sincere Thanks 

 

 

Reminder - Deadlines for the bulletin are each Wednesday morning!   

The deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 18th of each month! 

                                                                            Thank you ! 
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Keeping Up with  

the Congregation… 

Marion Bickel has moved to the Kings 
Daughters Home, 2410 Rodd Street, Mid-
land 48640. 

Kyle and Jenny Bagnall have moved to 
305 Helen Street, Midland 48640. 

 

The Social Concerns Committee book, cd and 
dvd sale continues in Fellowship Hall with a great 
selection. Please take a few moments to check 
these items for a hidden gem you’ve been looking 
for! Funds raised support various projects of   

Social Concern. 

 

 

 

Neil Hawkins  August 2  

Phae Dorman   August 7 

Nancy Wells   August 10 

Laurie O’Reilly   August 11  

Owen White   August 12  

Kevin Geminder   August 16  

Eileen Vaillancourt   August 16  

Bruce Lovelace   August 17  

Janet Dean    August 21  

Marsha Langhorst   August 22  

Monique Laverty   August 22  

Melvin Cabey   August 24  

Sue Tipler    August 24  

Michael Humphrey   August 25  

Anne O’Connell   August 29 

August Birthdays 

The Juliets will meet for lunch at the China 
Palace in the K-Mart shopping center com-
plex. We will meet on Tuesday, August 15 
at 1:00 p.m.  

We hope you can come! If you have any 
questions, please contact Sue Rhodes or 
Sondi Geminder. 

 

The ROMEO’s are going to Basil Thai Grill 
on August 22. We meet at 1:00 p.m. All are 
welcome to join us. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Allan Thiele. 

The Lunch Bunch 

 

The Book Club will be 

reading Hillbilly Elegy 

by J. D. Vance. We will 

meet at the Thiele’s 

home at 7:00 p.m. on 

Monday, August 14 
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Dear Friends, 

I am spreading the word, and urge everyone to let relatives and friends know  of a very worthwhile    
project.  I’m sure many of you know veterans who served in wartime, and it is likely that they or their 
family are in possession of wartime correspondence from or to those veterans. What is going to eventu-
ally become of that valuable and meaningful treasure?  Sometimes it is found after the writer or recipient 
is deceased, and the surviving relatives have no idea what to do with it.  It can end up stuffed in a box in 
a basement to decay, in a trash bin, or ultimately in the possession of a still future descendent  who has 
little reverence for history.  There is a wonderful, permanent place for such correspondence--The Center 
for American War Letters, at Chapman University in Orange, CA. ( https://www.chapman.edu/research/
institutes-and-centers/cawl/index.aspx).  My father, while still living, took great satisfaction in donating all 
of his extensive WW II correspondence, as well as all of his father’s WW I correspondence to this cen-
ter.  I have recently  donated my father’s  complete original handwritten diary from the Battle of the 
Bulge and the weeks after.  (He had already self-published a portion of that diary, which can be found 
on the internet,   www.11tharmoreddivision.com/history/fee/fee_retro_diary.html   

 

The founder and director of  the American War Letters Center, Andrew Carroll, is on a nationwide tour to 
call attention to the Center.  He already has collected over 100,000 letters from the Revolutionary War 
thru Afghanistan, a number of which have been published in his several books ( https://
www.amazon.com/Andrew-Carroll/e/B001IOH7H6 ) One of these books is entitled “Grace Under Fire: 
Letters of Faith in Times of War .“  Carroll is now seeking a million letters, and will accept originals or 
copies.  

Scholars and the public will have access to these letters in perpetuity.  Donating wartime letters is a way 
of paying tribute to the spirit and deeds of our veterans.  It immortalizes their thoughts, their feelings, 
their ideals, and their dedication to their country,  their loved ones and their comrades.       

George Fee  

  

 

An ancient story, but very much for our 
times: 

In the year 1219, Francis of Assisi risked his 
life by walking across enemy lines to meet 
the Sultan of Egypt, the Muslim ruler and 

scholar Malik al-Kamil. This remarkable encounter between Christian preacher and Muslim ruler ef-
fectively smashed the strategy of dehumanizing the enemy in the     Crusades and forged new hope 
for peace. 

The Social Concerns committee invites you to the Unity Productions Foundation Saginaw premiere of 
the docudrama The Sultan And The Saint, September 28, 6:00 p.m. at the Temple Theater in     
Saginaw. The screening is sponsored by the  Dr. Raana Akbar Memorial Lecture Series, the Catholic 
Diocese of Saginaw, and Saginaw Valley State University. General admission is $4, and proceeds will 
go to a local charity. 

Social Concerns Suggests. . . 

A Worthwhile Project and You May Be Able to Help 

https://www.chapman.edu/research/institutes-and-centers/cawl/index.aspx
https://www.chapman.edu/research/institutes-and-centers/cawl/index.aspx
http://www.11tharmoreddivision.com/history/fee/fee_retro_diary.html
https://www.amazon.com/Andrew-Carroll/e/B001IOH7H6
https://www.amazon.com/Andrew-Carroll/e/B001IOH7H6


We’re on the web! 

www.uccmidland.org  

Tel: 989-631-1136 

Fax: 989-631-3840 

E-mail: janet@uccmidland.org 

4100 Chestnut Hill Drive  

Midland, Michigan 48642-6206 

Volunteer Opportunity: 
 
We have currently run into a shortage of childcare providers in our Rainbow Door 
Room, and need helpers to hold babies and play with toddlers so that their families 
can worship.  This is a beautiful outreach part of our ministry and is 
a growing need! 
 
Volunteers choose mornings that fit into their calendar schedule, 
commit to providing care approximately once a month or every 6 

weeks, and get to visit with families attending with infants and small children.  Lots of 
wonderful welcoming ‘get-to-know-you’ conversations take place in the Rainbow Door 
Room!!  Volunteers working with children require a brief on-line background check, and 
participation in SAFE Church training.  Please see Jenn Ringgold or email jenn@uccmidland.org if you 
are interested in helping to fill this very important role extending a warm UCC welcome to families wor-
shiping with young children. 

mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org

