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From Your  Past or…  

  

Following the June 30 service of worship members of our church’s Youth Group shared their experi-
ence of attending General Synod. General Synod is the governing body of the United Church of 
Christ and is composed of delegates chosen by Conferences (we are part of the Michigan Confer-
ence,) voting members of the Board of Directors of Covenanted Ministries who have been elected by 
General Synod, and ex officio delegates. At General Synod, (which convenes every two years,)    
delegates vote on resolutions and elect national church officers.  

Following the presentation by our young people, a member of the church told me that she was       
unaware that not all UCC congregations are Open and Affirming. Open and Affirming (ONA) is the 
United Church of Christ’s designation for congregations, campus ministries, and other bodies in the 
UCC which make a public covenant of welcome into their full life and ministry. This individual, being 
somewhat new to the United Church of Christ, did not know that each congregation makes the       
decision to vote on becoming ONA. This vote usually takes place after the church has undertaken an 
extensive study process. Currently there are 5000 UCC congregations, of which, 1500 have voted to 
become ONA. The United Church of Christ, Midland, voted to become Open and Affirming in 2004. 
Our statement reads: 

We, the people of the Midland United Church of Christ,  
affirm Jesus’ call to love with all that we are and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

We live together in the presence of God, whose grace moves us to embrace all people 
with unconditional love, striving to love the world as God loves it. 

We joyfully welcome all people who seek to follow Jesus, into the membership,  
leadership, and ministry of the Church, regardless of gender, sexual orientation, race, 

age, ethnic background, difference in ability, economic circumstance, 
 or family configuration. 

 

The decision made by a local church to become ONA reflects the great diversity found within the 
United Church of Christ. Some churches are theologically “progressive” while others are theologically 
“conservative’; most are somewhere in the middle. Some worship in large edifices, some in small 
buildings, and some in pubs. Worship in some of our churches includes praise music, while other 
churches are very liturgical. Some churches are over 300 years old; other congregations have just 
started gathering. 

If you find yourself travelling this summer, you might enjoy visiting another UCC church. In doing so, 
you will become aware of the rich diversity of our denomination. Locations can be found on the      
national UCC website, https://www.ucc.org/find 

 

Peace, 

Roger 
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Joys & Concerns 
Those wishing to have their name and information shared in the 
Joys & Concerns of the congregation are encouraged to contact 
the church office. Once received we are able to share the infor-
mation on the white board across from the office and in the     
service of worship.  

 

In addition, your prayer concerns are welcomed to be added to 
our Prayer Chain where members of the congregation are always 
willing to pray on your behalf. 

August 4  
Hosea 11: 1-11  
Psalm 107: 1-9, 43  
Colossians 3: 1-11  
Luke 12: 13-21 
 
August 11 
Isaiah 1: 1, 10-20  
Psalm 50: 1-8, 22-23  
Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16  
Luke 12: 32-40 
 

August 18  
Isaiah 5: 1-7  
Psalm 80: 1-2, 8-19  
Hebrews 11: 29 - 12: 2  
Luke 12:49-56 
 
August 25  
Jeremiah 1: 4-10  
Psalm 71: 1-6  
Hebrews 12: 18-29 
Luke 13: 10-17 
 

 

August Lectionary Texts  
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New Information:  

Vern Fauver has moved to: 2325 Rockwell Drive,  

                                             Apt. 109 

                                             Midland, MI 438642 

In Case You Missed It: 
 

Edward and Charla Soehnlen’s new information:  

                                             4374 Okemos Road,  

                                             Apt. B108  

               Okemos, MI 48864 

                                             soehnedward@gmail.com 

Marty and Marge Merz corrected information:  

               3255 South Grey Road  

     Freeland, MI 48623 

                                          

Outdoor Service 
 

One of the many       
beloved traditions of 
the United Church of 
Christ, Midland, is the 
annual outdoor service 
of worship. This service 
will be held on Sunday, 
September 1 at 10:00 
a.m. in the courtyard 
between the sanctuary 
and the education wing. 
The theme is “trees.”  

Please join us as we come together to 
worship God in the shaded beauty of 
the natural world. Communion will be 
served. 

The Worship Committee,              

Harold Slater, Peg Stokes,  

Kyle Bagnall  and 

Roger Pancost 
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August 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA 

 

3 

4 

10 am Worship  

11 am Fellowship 

and VBS decorating 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA 

6 7 

No Summer Bible 

Study 

8 9 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA 

10 

11 

VBS Sunday  

10 am Worship  

11 am Fellowship 

12 

 

 

 

10 am Paint & 

              Palette 

 

8 pm AA 

13 

 

 

 

Church Boards 

14 

 

 

 

12:30 pm 

Summer Bible Study 

 

15 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA 

17 

9 am Home to 

Stay pick-up 

 

1-4 pm  

Ice Cream  

Social 

18 

10 am Worship  

11 am Fellowship 

19 

 

10 am Paint & 

              Palette 

 

 

8 pm AA 

20 

 

 

 

 

7:15 pm Church 

Council 

21 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

Loons Game 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA 

24 

25 Hawaiian Shirt               

Sunday 

10 am Worship  

11 am Fellowship 

26 

10 am Paint & 

              Palette 

 

 

 

8 pm AA 

27 28 

 

 

29 30 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA 

31 

       

       Vacation Bible School 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon 

SHARE Lunch Prep, Monday—Thursday Start time 8:45 a.m. 
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The UCC Board of Christian Community will be sponsoring a second Loon’s baseball 
fellowship night! The annual night of fellowship is a good way to wind down the     
summer fun.  We hope you will join us for food, fun and baseball on Thursday,        

August 22. This is also dollar feast night with $1 hotdogs, drinks and ice cream sandwiches.  

 

As a special bonus we have reserved Pier 47 at the Great Lakes Loons stadium. This section has tall 
tables and includes unlimited snacks for the game. Seating in the Pier 47 section is $15.00 per person. A 
second option is also available with reserved box seats in the adjacent area to Pier 47. Reserved box 
seats are $10.00 per person. Two sign-up sheets are posted, one for each option. Please choose the 
option of your preference. Make checks payable to UCC, Midland and note Baseball on the memo line. 
All reservations will require payment no later than August 18. Questions please talk to Amy McDonald  

        

      Come join us!  

          at the  

Annual Ice Cream Social  

on Saturday, August 17 

from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Our hosts will be Doug Webster and Al Harrow in their beautiful 

country setting at 150 Kellogg Drive, Midland (just off M-20)  

Each year the ice cream and the fellowship gets better and better, 

you don’t want to miss the fun. If you have not joined us before, 

please come and enjoy a relaxing afternoon.  

Delicious ice cream, your favorite toppings, in a beautiful space with 

great conversation and friends awaits you!  

We hope to see you all there. 

Sponsored by the Board of Christian Community 

 

More Loons Baseball  
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It started almost two years ago with a suggestion to 
enlarge the Memorial Garden and make the garden 
area easier to walk.  The ideas grew, and many 
people shared their ideas, time, muscles, money, 
and encouragement. 

The memorial garden expansion has doubled in 
size, provides an easily walkable surface, and also 
provides a quiet outdoor space that enhances the 
front of the building. 

Many, many thanks to the trustees, the memorial 
garden expansion committee, Ben Franklin, the 
Sunshine Sustainability fund, and the many congre-
gation members who contributed money and 
shrubs for the plantings, and the mulch madness 
crew. 

A garden is never completely done, and additional 
plantings and enhancements will happen seasonal-
ly.  Stop and enjoy the quiet and beauty of our   
newest outdoor space. 

The Memorial Garden Expansion Crew:  

Nancy & Tom Wells, Allan Thiele, 

Roger Pancost, Rick & Karen Harner 
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We plan, over time, to establish a modest perennial flower garden in a sunny area of our grounds. To 
help populate the garden, several members of our congregation have asked about providing perennial 
flowers for the sanctuary on Sundays, rather than bouquet arrangements. That would be delightful.  

Our overall ‘color scheme’ consists of white, yellow, orange, pink, red and purple. Examples are:     

White: Shasta Daisy;        Yellow: Black-eyed Susan,         Coreopsis;                        Liquilaria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orange: Orange Butterfly Plant or            Coreopsis ‘Mango Punch’;                Coreopsis: Orange 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pink: Coreopsis,                   Pink Coneflower;           Red: Astible ‘Fanal;   Purple: Purple Coneflower.  

 

The above are offered only as examples.  

Please feel totally free to choose your favorite perennial flowers. 

 We will make them feel at home. 

Ben Franklin 
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Benevolence Giving for August 

 

 

The UCC Book Club will meet August 12th at 7:00 p.m. at the Ault’s to discuss The 
Story of Arthur Truluv by Elizabeth Berg.  

If you need a copy of the book, see Allan Thiele. He has the Book Club in a Bag     
collection.  

All are welcome to join us! 

2019 Share Lunch Program  

The United Church of Christ, Midland has been invited by the Salvation Army to participate in 

its annual Share Lunch Program this summer.  

We will be preparing lunches at the Salvation Army Waldo Road site the week of August 12th 

(Monday) through August 15th (Thursday). Volunteers are needed for those four mornings. 

Start time is 8:45 a.m. and it takes a little over an hour depending on the number of lunches 

needed for that particular day. 

A sign-up sheet is available across the hall from the office. It is a fun time, so any time you 

can join in the fellowship, we would love to see you! If you have any questions, please contact 

Sondi Geminder at 832-3736. 

Your Gift Does Make A Difference 

The special offering for August is the Pastor’s Emergency Fund. Through our pastor, your resources 
can minister to the immediate needs of our Midland neighbors. 

UCC Midland averages 1-5 phone calls per week from individuals and families requesting help.  Our 
church responds promptly to those seeking assistance with basic necessities or emergency needs.  
Gifts generally have been limited to $50-$100 to be used for such things as apartment rental fees and 
utilities. 

Requests typically come from individuals or families that are unexpectedly unemployed, under-
employed, or dealing with steep medical costs.  UCC Midland does not limit support to church members 
and friends, as is the case with many other churches.   

If you would like to give to the Pastor’s Emergency Fund, simply put a note on the memo line of your 
check and place it in the offering plate or drop off your check in the church office.   

Your generosity is appreciated by those in our community. 

Matthew Christianson 

Benevolence Committee 
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From the Director of  Educational Ministries 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) Facilitator Training to be offered in Midland on September 27-29, 2019! 

Honest, accurate information about sexuality changes lives. It dismantles stereotypes and assumptions, 
builds self-acceptance and self-esteem, fosters healthy relationships, improves decision making, and 
has the potential to save lives. For these reasons and more, we are proud to offer Our Whole Lives 
(OWL) Facilitator Training. This is a comprehensive, lifespan sexuality education training for those who 
would like to teach this curriculum to children and youth. 

Training will be offered for Elementary and Secondary Our Whole Lives Facilitation at the Unitarian  
Universalist Fellowship of Midland and Creative 360 through a joint venture between the United Church 
of Christ, Midland, and the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Midland. 

Participants must attend all sessions of the program to be certified as OWL facilitators. 

The training schedule for each age level is: 
Friday 9/27 1:00pm - 8:00pm at UUFoM - dinner and snacks provided 
Saturday 9/28 9:00am - 8:00pm at UUFoM - breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks provided 
Sunday 9/29 12:00noon - 3:00pm at Creative 360 - lunch provided 
(worship opportunities available at both UCC and UUFoM on Sunday morning) 

 

Cost: $250 per person. Registration fee includes training sessions and all meals and snacks as indicat-
ed. 
Participants are responsible for the required materials, travel, and hotel accommodations. Inexpensive 
lodging options and home hospitality options available. UCC, Midland will subsidize the cost of registra-
tion for those who intend to teach future OWL classes at our local church. 

Please fill out the registration form and complete payment to guarantee a spot at the training by      
September 6, 2019. 

Register online at https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives 

Even if you are not able to attend training 
You can still help support this ministry and the upcoming local training in September! 

 
* Offer in-home hospitality for out-of-town participants. If you are willing to open space in your home to 
provide an accessible place to stay contact jenn@uccmidland.org . Participants choosing in-home stay 
over the cost of a hotel will make a donation of $50 to support OWL programming. 

* Donate food, beverage, and snack items to help feed participants while they train. Sign up for needed 
items at https://docs.google.com/
spreadsheetsd/1cDqQgU5fWCTHwqkDzMMh2cekr2lsq_ddU1F4viA248/edit?usp=sharing 

* Provide a monetary donation in any amount to support OWL Facilitator Training. For information about 
how to sponsor participants, help pay for materials, or help more generally with the cost of holding OWL 
training, email jenn@uccmidland.org OR donate directly online by going to www.uccmidland.org → Giv-
ing → Give Online → OWL Training. 

 

Thank you so much for your continued support of this life-changing program! 
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                              Lofty News 

 

Singing is good for you! Really! Recent research has shown that actively performing music creates an 
endorphin “high,” leading to increased feelings of well-being and - if performed with a group - an in-
creased sense of belonging. But those are just two benefits of singing.  
 

Singing has also been shown to enhance the immune system by producing known antibodies which 
contribute to overall health. When we sing we reduce stress, and in turn we reduce the release of corti-
sol, too much of which decreases our body’s ability to fight off infections and disease. Singing is a natu-
ral antidepressant, with several studies showing that simply the act of performing music boosts self-
esteem.  
 

If you sing in a group such as the church choir, you are given the opportunity to work on your social 
skills. Learning to sing or perform in a group requires you to pay attention to the people around you and 
learn how to “blend” your voice with theirs. You will also develop and fine-tune your ability to pick up non
-verbal cues, either from the director or from your fellow choir members.  
 

When you sing with a group you are honing your memory skills. As you learn a new piece of music, you 
are learning not only the words but the patterns in the music. By the time of performance, much of that 
new knowledge is stored in your memory, enabling you to pay more attention to the director and your 
fellow choir members because the “basics” are already there for you to retrieve when needed.  
 

Have you ever heard or performed a piece of music that raised goose bumps? That made you feel like 
you were in the presence of something bigger than yourself? If so, you experienced awe. Awe research 
is in its infancy, but scientists are beginning to find that the experience of awe leads to an increased 
sense of altruism, more ethical behavior, and an increased ability to identify with the feelings and needs 
of others. When we feel awe while hearing or participating in a musical piece, we are enhancing these 
life-affirming qualities in ourselves. 
 

So the next time you think you shouldn’t sing out loud because you think your voice isn’t good enough, 
remember that you’re just taking good care of yourself. And, of course, consider joining the choir this 
fall! 
 

Barb McGregor 

Confirmation Class 2019 - 2020 

Confirmation will be offered during the 2019-2020 programming year. This exploration for young 

people in 6th-12th grade has historically been offered every four years. The class will be taught by 

Rev. Roger Pancost, who will be assisted by Director of Educational Ministries, Jennifer Ringgold.  

Participants will learn the history of the church, with a focus on the United Church of Christ, and 

have the opportunity to break down and ask questions about what it means to be a person of faith, a 

Christian, and a member of the UCC.  Required classes and activities are held 1-2 times per month 

from September - May.  On May 31, the celebration of Pentecost, individuals who have participated 

in Confirmation classes will be offered space to confirm their personal faith, and also become full 

members of this local congregation if they choose.  Please see Rev. Roger or Jenn Ringgold for 

more information. 
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                         Support Our Immigrant Neighbors 

 

Each day brings a new attack on our immigrant neighbors and the 
scope and breadth of these challenges can be staggering. The para-
digm of detention, enforcement and increased border militarization has 
brought us the cruel and inhumane practice of family separation, the  
ongoing and deplorable detention of families and children, and brutal 
immigration enforcement raids on communities just to name a few.    
Expansion of a punitive deterrent-oriented system is abhorrent and an 
affront to our national values.  

Compassion should be at the root of how our nation treats migrants. As 
people of faith we know and believe that each life, no matter where 
they’re board, has value and dignity, that each person is a beloved child 
of God. This is why we need to urge Congress to no longer fund the  
immigration deporation and detention machine that the administration 
keeps running full throttle. Instead, Congress should invest in programs 
that serve our communities by dedicating funds to case management 
programs and other alternative to detention. Congress must also make 
robust investments in addressing the root causes of forced migration. 
There are myriad underlying reasons people are fleeing their home 
countries to come to the United States including political instability,    
violence and economic devastation. Cutting aid and funding to Central 
American countries that addresses the root causes of forced migration 
is wildly short-sighted and will only make the situation worse.  

Please ask your member of Congress, as they work on appropriations 
legislation, to not invest any more money in policies that fuel and feed 
the administration’s efforts to increase border militarization and contin-
ue terrorizing immigrants. How we invest our money reflects our values 
as a nation, and right now those values are corrosive and harmful. This 
has got to stop. Congress should instead invest in policies that uplift 
family unity, address the root causes of forced migration, and prioritize 
human needs by respecting the rights and dignity of every person. 

Social Concerns Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacting your     

Congress People:  

Not sure how to contact 
your US Representative or 
Senator? Not sure what to 
write?  

The UCC.org web site can 
help.  

Go to the following URL, 
enter your name and     
address to send a        
customizable email to 
them.  

https://p2a.co/dXTIOSg?
iframe=1 

This link is also being add-
ed to the UCC Midland 
Social Concerns/Getting 
Involved individually web 
pag.  

https://
www.uccmidland.org/
getting-involved-
individually 

 Youth@Synod Reunion 

Youth from across the state of Michigan who participated in General Synod will be meeting 

for a reunion. This event will take place at Woodside Church in Flint from 10:00 a.m. until 

2:00 p.m. Youth will have an opportunity for fellowship and re-connection, and will also cre-

ate a video that showcases and describes that they experienced during their time together 

during Youth@Synod 2019, Participants will also discuss future advocacy winthin the wider 

church, and ways to promote youth involvement at future wider church events!  

Midland youth will carpool from UCC, Midland. We will meet at 8:15 a.m. at the church and 

return around 3:30 p.m. 
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LAST CALL for Vacation Bible School 2019 
AUGUST 5-9 

9:00am-12:00noon 
 

 

 

Volunteers and participants register online HERE: 

https://vbsmate.com/events/uccmidland/17398 

 

ALL-Church VBS Sunday Celebration August 11 
 

The theme for VBS 2019 is  To Mars and Beyond!  Participants and volunteers will  

GO BEYOND - with faith, boldness, kindness, thankfulness, and HOPE!!! 

For the week (and beyond…) we will discover the wonders of God’s universe, explore 

where God’s power can take us, and grow a love that makes the world go ‘round!! 

 

TO SIGN UP to donate a few last minute items needed for VBS click here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084AA9AE2EA0FD0-tomars 

https://vbsmate.com/events/uccmidland/17398
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084AA9AE2EA0FD0-tomars
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Neil Hawkins   August 2  

Rose Merrill   August 4  

Nancy Wells   August 10  

Heather Beson   August 12  

Adrienne Bowman-Grittini 

    August 13  

Eileen Vaillancourt  August 16  

Kevin Geminder   August 16  

Bruce Lovelace   August 17  

Danielle Fergin   August 19 

Monique McMillan  August 22 

Marsha Langhorst  August 22  

Melvin Cabey   August 24  

Sue Tipler    August 24  

Brady Beson   August 26 

Anne O’Connell   August 29 

Beverly Moyer   August 29 

August Birthdays 

 

Newsletter Deadline is the 18th day of each month! Bulletin Deadline is 12:00 noon each Wednesday! 

SOCIAL  
CONCERNS  
BOOK SALE  

   NEWS 
 

1. NEW AND INTERESTING BOOKS!!  
Now available on the Social Concerns Book 
Sale shelves in Fellowship Hall. 
 
2.  CHANGE IN DONATION SITE. 
Donations are now to be put in the blue bin 
found under the table between the book 
shelves.      

The Lunch Bunch 

The ROMEOs will meet at Rancheritos, 405 E. Main Street, in Midland 
at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 20. Hope for a nice day to enjoy the 
patio.  

The Juliet’s Summer Tour, Part 3! The Juliet’s will venture to Clare on 
Tuesday, August 20 for lunch at 1:00 p.m. We will dine at Herrick 
House & The Mulberry Café, which if located at 120 E. 5th Street in 
Clare. The destination is located diagonally across the street from the 
Doherty Hotel. Those interest in carpooling will meet in the JoAnne’s 
parking lot at 12:15 p.m. If you have any questions, please contact Sue 
Rhodes or Sondi Geminder.  

               

Save the Date! 
 

The Rummage Sale is coming!  
 
 

Please save the dates of Sunday, September 29th 
through Saturday, October 5th. Your help will be 
needed to help prepare the space for the sale,     
prepare the donations for the sale and to clean-up 
after the sale. The more the merrier! 

                            Sue Tipler, Chair 



                         SAVE THESE DATES:  

 

August 17 - Ice Cream Social  

 

August 25 - Hawaiian Shirt Sunday 
 
 

Sunday, August 25 - rescheduled date for discussion of Evicted 
by Matthew Desmond 

 

Sunday, September 8 - Rally Day 
and  

ALL-Church Picnic 

 

 

2019 UCC All Church Read 

Sunday August 25, after worship, 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon in the UCC Parlor, there will be a book   

discussion of the 2019 UCC All Church Read - Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City. The 

book, by Pulitzer Prize winning author Matthew Desmond, introduces readers to his research on     

poverty in America, city life, housing insecurity, public policy, racial inequality and ethnography, while 

also sharing pieces of the stories of eight families in Milwaukee and their journeys through eviction. 

We welcome your participation in the discussion and All Church Read, to engage in the location of 

General Synod and the conversations that took place there, as well as a way to move forward with  

conversations on poverty and homelessness as they relate to our community and our country, through 

the eyes of our church.  

Youth who travelled to General Synod in Milwaukee will be asked to share their experience of hearing 

the author speak.  Copies of the book are available at the library, Barnes & Noble, Amazon.com, and 

also from uccresources.org.  A group order for books will not be placed.  If you would like to borrow a 

copy, please see Jenn Ringgold. 

A special thank you to Peg Stokes for leading an Adult Summer Bible 

Study.  

This discussion group has been meeting in the UCC  parlor at 12:30 p.m. on 

Wednesdays throughout the summer. They used a UCC resource entitled 

Bad Girls of the Bible: Exploring Women of Questionable Virtue by Barbara 

J. Essex. 

http://uccresources.org/

