
Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
August 5, 2018  

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  
Outdoor Worship 

 



A Time of Reflection   The Sounds of Nature 
 

We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

Welcome to Worship 
 Announcements 
 Joys and Concerns 

 

Centering                The Four Directions       
 

Prelude             Morning Has Broken                Gaelic Melody 
                                Handbell Choir                   arr. Burroughs  
   
Call to Worship   
L: Life-Giver God, your creative energy is at the heart 
of ongoing and unfolding Creation. 
P: We are strands of the great Web-of-Life. 
L: Whatever we do to the web, 
P: We do to ourself. 
L: We are connected to all that has gone before us, to 
all that is, and to all that shall be. 
P: Guide us and enable us to cherish and protect 
our Michigan peninsulas and their many waters.    

  
*     Hymn      To You, O God, All Creatures Sing             #17                                     
           verses 1-4 

To you, O God, all creatures sing, and all creation,  
everything sings your praises, alleluia!  
Your burning sun with golden beam,  
your silver moon with softer gleam  
sings your praises, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Your wind that blows the tempest by,  
your clouds that sail across the sky 
 sing your praises, alleluia!  
Your morning rises with a song,  
and lights of evening sing along,  
sing your praises, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 

Order of Worship 

Calendar of Events 
 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost                                             August 5, 2018 

Service of Worship - Outdoors (weather permitting)                 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship  -  Baumann Fellowship Hall                                      11:00 a.m. 
 

Monday,  August 6  

Vacation Bible School                                                  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                      8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  August 7 

Vacation Bible School                                                  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
 

Wednesday, August 8  

Vacation Bible School                                                  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

Summer Bible Study Discussion and Potluck                               12:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, July 5  

Vacation Bible School                                                  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

Friday, August 10 

Vacation Bible School                                                  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                       8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, August 11 
 

Sunday,  August 12—VBS Sunday 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                   10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                        11:00 a.m. 
 

Monday,  August 13 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                      8:00 p.m. 
 

  
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is this week, August 6-10 
from 9:00 a.m. until 12 noon, with an all-church celebration 
on Sunday,  August 12!   
 

The theme for VBS 2018 is  
Embracing the Fruits of the Spirit 

 

Each day, we will be learning about a fruit of the spirit, a 
Biblical character whose story shares that value, a different 
country, and what life is like there in the words of children 
who live there. We will also be creating an ecology and 
conservation science unit to accompany the lessons each 
day.  We believe this is an exciting curriculum that will 
bring new meaning to familiar stories.   



We wish to thank Phil Jimenez for his faithful service, 
wonderful personality and great work ethic over the past six 
years as our custodian and friend. Congratulations and best 
wishes for your journey into retirement. 

An evening with a heretic - You are all invited to join us 
at Creative 360 on Wednesday evening, August 22

nd
 from 

7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  Dr. Rusty Moe, retired psychologist, will 
be conducting an interview with Carl Gillett about his newly
-published book, Heresy Out Loud.  Many of us who don’t 
identify with extremism struggle with how to think about 
and talk about our own beliefs.  During his conversation 
with Rusty, Carl will share his struggles with articulating 
faith in the present age.  A question-and-answer session 
will follow.  The cost is $5, refreshments will be served and 
books will be available for sale.  We hope to see many of 
you there. 

 

Summer Fun Youth Event to welcome incoming 6th 
graders on Wednesday August 22 from 5:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
We will meet at UCC, Midland, and as per our annual tradi-
tion (weather permitting) drive over to Bay City for pizza, 
mini-golf, and ice cream! This is a super fun night for our up
-and-coming 6th - 12th graders to kick off our Youth Group 

 

The special offering for August is the Pastor’s 
Emergency Assistance Fund. Through our  
pastor, your resources can minister to the imme-
diate needs of our Midland neighbors. 

 

If you would like to give to the Pastor’s Emergency Fund, 
simply put a note on the memo line of your check and 
drop it in the offering plate or drop off your check to the 
church office.   
 

Your generosity is appreciated by those in our community 
needing help. 

Your flowing waters, crystal clear,  
make melodies for you to hear,  
sing your praises, alleluia! 
Your fire, . . . Bountiful and bright,  
remembering your warmth and light,  
sings your praises, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

To you, O God, day after day,  
Your planet earth in every way,  
sings your praises, alleluia!  
As savory fruit and fragrant flower  
show forth your glory and your power,  
singing praises, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

*    Unison Prayer of Invocation  Fyodor Dostoevsky 

 

O Holy God, may we love and respect all your 
creation, all the earth and every grain of sand 
in it. May we love every leaf, every ray of your 
light. May we love the animals: you have given 
them the rudiments of thought and joy untrou-
bled. Let us not trouble them; let us not      
harass them, let us not deprive them of their 
happiness, let us not work against your inten-
tions. For we acknowledge that to withhold 
any measure of love from anything in the    
universe is to withhold that same measure 
from you. Amen. 

 

Children’s Moment         Rev. Roger Pancost        
    The Legend of Mackinac       
 

Musical Offering           Lord of the Dance         Carter Hayes 
           Bob Snyder, soloist 
    Jim Hohmeyer, accompanist 

 
Scripture 
 Deuteronomy 8:7-14, 18 
 John 6:22-35 
 



Poetry             Michigan, My Michigan        Rev. Harold Slater 

 
Sermon            The Rev. Roger Pancost

     For the Love of the Great Lakes    
                  
*     Hymn           Michigan, My Michigan              see page 7                        
 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

                        
Prayer   Caretakers of the Land-Between-the-Waters 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 
Offertory                      Holy Mana            arr. Karen Thompson 
                                  Handbell Choir 
 

* Doxology           
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*    Prayer of Dedication    
 

      Order of Communion 
Invitation  
Communion Prayer 
Sanctus 
 

  Acolyte: Izaac Ringgold 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Al Harrow 
  Rainbow Door Room: Heide Knizacky 
  SAFE Church Volunteer: Adrienne Bowman-Grittini 

The Wednesday Summer Bible Study Group which 
meets at 12:30 p.m. in the church parlor WILL NOT 
meet on Wednesday, August 1. We will continue with 
a short discussion on August 8th at 12:30 p.m. and a 
potluck luncheon.  

On August 13th, we will be at Andy and 
Laura Ault’s home at 3027 Walden Woods 
Drive to discuss Evicted: Poverty and 
Profit in the American City by Matthew 
Desmond. This meeting will be our annual 
potluck, so we will start at 6:00 p.m. Bring 
a dish to pass. 

 

Nursery care for infants and toddlers is 
available in the Rainbow Door Room directly 
across the hall from the sanctuary. Please feel 
welcome to be with your child in the nursery if    
necessary. 

 

After Children's Moments There will be a one 
room Sunday School for preschool through the 
fifth grade in the Red Door Room.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharing of the Elements 
 

Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving 

  

Creator God, you have welcomed us to your  
table, fed us with your bread and cup,         
nourished us with your eternal love, and filled 
us with a renewed sense of your divine peace. 
Send us forth from this place empowered to 
share the good news of your active presence 
in the world, to witness to the wonders of your 
creation, and to love you and love our neigh-
bor with all our heart and mind and strength 
and soul. Amen. 
 

*    Hymn              At Peace with All Creation        see page 8 
 
*    Dismissal and Blessing 
L: The Christ Spirit calls us to be disciples, to manifest 

love and compassion, to care for creation, especially 
our garden planet and all it contains. 

P: We care for Planet Earth, nurturing this piece of 
stardust! We will celebrate the gift of life. 

L: May the Life Spirit-God, who is the cosmic energy 
above all and in all and through all, fill you with 
Christ’s mindful awareness permeating the cosmos  



• It is important for everyone to use the    
microphone during Announcements 
and Joys and Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a  hearing 
assistance system. Please ask an usher  

     for a receiver.  
 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments after the service of       
worship. Church members are happy to greet 
you and answer any questions you may have. 
We hope you feel welcome here! Refreshments  
provided by the  

Today’s service of worship was prepared and led by the 
Worship Committee, the Reverend Harold Slater, Peg 
Stokes, Kyle Bagnall, and the Reverend Roger Pancost. 

     and pulsing within you. Go in peace and whole-
ness, loving your self, your neighbors near and far, 
and the whole Web-of-Life. 

P: We embrace the opportunity of living and      
loving. With Christ living in us, we go to bless 
Earth and bring glory and honor to God.  

 
Postlude               A Joyous Postlude             Bob Burroughs 
                               Handbell Choir  
                 

 

We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

Michigan, My Michigan  
Written by: William Otto Miessner & Douglas M. Malloch 

A song to thee, fair State of mine, 
Michigan, my Michigan; 

But greater song than this is thine, 
Michigan, my Michigan; 

The whisper of the forest tree, 
The thunder of the inland sea; 

How fair the bosom of thy lakes, 
Michigan, my Michigan; 

What melody each river makes; 
Michigan, my Michigan; 

As to thy lakes the rivers tend, 
Thy exiled children to thee send 
Devotion that shall never end, 
Oh, Michigan, my Michigan. 

I sing a State of all the best, 
Michigan, my Michigan; 

I sing a State with riches blest, 
Michigan, my Michigan; 

Thy mines unmask a hidden store, 
But richer thy historic lore, 

More great the love thy builders bore, 
Oh, Michigan, my Michigan. 

Thou rich in wealth makes a State, 
Michigan, my Michigan; 

Thou great in things that make us great, 
Michigan, my Michigan; 

Out loyal voices sound thy claim 
Upon the golden roll of fame 

Our loyal hands shall write the name 
Of Michigan, my Michigan. 


