
 
As we journey through Advent this year, we have a 
beautiful art installation to help us visualize the light that 
led the wise ones to Jesus. I love that Advent helps us 
prepare, wait, and anticipate the story of Christ’s birth 
again. We are called to contemplate what brings us 
hope, ways we can bring peace, joy that can be shared, 
and how we connect Christ to love and light in our 
world.   
 
I adore all the ways the spirit moves to help services 
with the children and youth come together. There are 
special opportunities for the children to work with our 
Music Director, Jim Hohmeyer, and other music help-
ers. Janet Davis gets to showcase her creative talents 
in a one-of-a-kind bulletin. Our Sunday School teach-
ers, Youth advisors, and other volunteers work with  
students to help them prepare, and … our children and 
youth have an extraordinary moment to shine. 
 
I am humbled by the joy and love that the children and 
youth share within this congregation. It is such a privi-
lege to witness as they continually realize new ways to 
take joy and love out into the world. They give me hope.  
They are light. 
 
The Bible begins with images of God’s light, and Jesus 
says to each of us that we still get to be a part of God’s 
light in the world today. As we follow the same light the 
wise ones followed towards Jesus, I want to thank you 
all for continuing the work of shining the light of God.   
 

Let there be Light!   Jenn 

 

Order of Worship 

 
Gathering Hymns  
       Jesus the Light of the World                                        #160 
       This Little Light                                                             

  This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine… 
   Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine… 
   All through the night, I’m gonna let it shine... 
 

Welcome to Worship                                        Gabe Vannette          
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the pew. 
Visitors, please give your address and phone number and sign our guest 

book located in the Narthex.) 

 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude                         Für Elise                        Sam Ringgold                 
        Beethoven 
  
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 
 

Lighting the Advent Candles 
Introduction 
Scripture 
Lighting the Candle of Joy 
Unison Prayer 
O God, as Christmas draws near, there is excite-
ment in the air. We can feel joy in our lives and see 
it in those around us. Help us to have the joy that 
does not depend on earthly happiness but on the 
assurance of your abiding presence. Help us to be 
filled with your joy so that we can share it with the 
world. Amen. 

 

Musical Offering            I Am Special              Red Door Room 
                                           



Opening Litany                                                Sophia Berlanga 
L: God said, “Let there be light.” 
P: And there was light 
L: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”  
P: We can seek to walk in the light. 
L: Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.”  
All:  We each carry our own special light for the world. 
                
*    Hymn            You Are Called to Tell the Story               #357 
               

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 

Message                   Let There Be Light        Green Door Room                                  
             & UCC Youth 

 

 

Musical Offering     This Little Light of Mine        Rainbow Bells 
 

Order of Baptism  
Congregational Response:  
     We promise our love, support and care. 

 

Musical Offering    One Little Candle        UCC Family Choir                        
    Snyder 
 

Prayer                                      Sam Ringgold & Zoren Berlanga          
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 
Second Sunday of Advent                                                 December 10, 2017 
 

Sunday,  December 10 - Children & Youth Advent Program 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                   10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                        11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                   11:30 a.m. 

Youth Group Christmas - Parlor                                                       4:00 p.m. 
 

Monday,  December 11 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Christmas Party - Parlor                                                 5:00 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                     8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  December 12 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                            9:30 a.m. 

Adult Study -  Parlor                                                                            12:00 noon 

Board of Christian Community - Parlor                                               7:15 p.m. 

Board of Deacons - Old Kitchen                                                           7:30 p.m. 

Board of Trustees - Blue Door Room                                                   7:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 13 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                              7:00 a.m. 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                             12:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall and Parlor Reserved                                       3:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, December 14 

Choir Rehearsal - Loft                                                                          7:00 p.m. 

Ski Patrol - Blue Door Room                                                               7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 15  

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                         8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, December 16  

Choir Rehearsal - Loft                                                    10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 17 - Music Sunday 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                      10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                           11:00 a.m.  

Handbell Rehearsal - Loft                                                                 11:30 a.m. 

OWL Team Planning - Blue Door Room                                           11:30 a.m. 
 

Monday,  December 18  

January Newsletter Deadline - Unable to accept late announcements 

Paint & Palette - Fellowship Hall                                                      10:00 a.m. 

Staff Christmas Lunch - Parlor                                                          12:00 noon 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                         8:00 p.m. 

 

 



 

Please note: The church offices will be closed from 
noon on December 22 through the holidays. We will   
reopen on January 2. 
 

Newsletter announcements must be in the office on 
Monday, December 18 to be included in the January news-
letter. Late submissions will not be published. Thank you! 

 

The special offering for December is the Christ-
mas Fund Offering (formerly Veterans of the 
Cross). The proceeds provide gifts to clergy and 
lay employees in all stages of their ministry to and 
through the United Church of Christ. Envelopes 
will be available on the tables outside the sanctuary doors 
during the month of December, please give generously. For 
more information, please go to the website at http://
www.christmasfund.org. 

In early 2018, the Board of Educational Ministries will offer a 
three-part book discussion of Small Great Things by 
Jodi Picoult. The discussions will be led by Jen Vannette, 
and will meet January 21, 28 and February 4 at 8:30 a.m. 
in the UCC Parlor. This book, published in 2016, is a New 
York Times #1 Best-seller, and was chosen for the 2017 
National Network of State Teachers of the Year social jus-
tice booklist for high school and adult readers. Through a 
fictional story, the author tackles the challenging topics of 
prejudice, race, and justice. Participants should read the  
entire book prior to the first discussion group on January 21.   

 

There is a sign-up sheet for those interested in participating 
across from the office.  In order to provide adequate time to 
read the book, if you would like a book ordered for you by 
the church, please indicate that preference on the sign-up 
sheet today and books will be available starting December 
17. Hardcover books are $18.00. This book is also available 
to purchase as an e-book, and there are multiple copies for 
checkout at Grace A Dow Memorial Library in both regular 
and large print. 

Invitation to Offering of the People                Hannah Rose 
 
Offertory                    Still, Still, Still              arr. Mark Hayes 
 

* Doxology                                      #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*     Unison Prayer of Dedication                   Owen Gornicki 

 

God of Light, we have been illumined by the glory 
of your presence and enlightened by the word of 
your grace. We see and have become radiant with 
your love. We dedicate ourselves and these gifts 
for service in the world. May we be beacons of 
love and justice in a darkened world, shining your 
light on the poor and needy, the victims of         
oppression and violence, and all living in dark 
places in need of your light. Amen. 

 
*    Hymn             I Am the Light of the World                  #584 
    
*    Benediction                                                Hannah Rose  

 

Postlude                   Fum, Fum, Fum           arr. Mark Hayes 
 

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                     
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 
    
                                     

                             Liturgical Resources 
Resources for this service of worship include an adaptation of Shepherding the Light by 

Vince Amlin, prayers from Before the Amen and Faith vs. Fear, and a Sunday School 

song from Seasons of the Spirit Curriculum.  If you would like to know more about a par-

ticular resource, please see Jenn Ringgold. 



• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing    
assistance system. Please ask an   
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of        
today’s hymns are available for your 
use. Please ask  an usher  for  a copy.  

 

• Audio CD’s of the worship service and  
     a CD player may be borrowed from the office.  
 

• The church website is updated weekly and      
contains worship bulletins, sermons, calendars, 
newsletter and other offerings. Please visit 
www.uccmidland.org  

Hearing 
Assistance 

Today we celebrate the baptism of    
Caroline Fergin, daughter of Danielle 
and Ben.  

  Acolyte: Lainey Ringgold 
  Advent Wreath: Matthew, Jennifer, Gabe and 
          Malachi Vannette 

  Pianists:  Sheree Clark Lovell and Jim Hohmeyer 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Al Harrow 
  Rainbow Door Room:  Adrienne Bowman-Grittini 

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments after the service of worship. 
Church members are happy to greet you and  
answer any questions you may have. We hope 
you feel welcome here! Refreshments provided            

   by the Board of Christian Community. 

Nursery care for infants and toddlers is 
available in the Rainbow Door Room directly 
across the hall from the sanctuary. Please feel 
welcome to be with your child in the nursery if 
necessary. 

UCC Midland is again sponsoring a 
family this Christmas through Salvation 
Army's Adopt-a-Family program.  
 

Please look for the sign-up sheet post-
ed in Fellowship Hall. Our congregation's generosity    
always makes this effort a fun one. We'll wrap the gifts 
together before they're delivered -- more information to 
be provided soon! 

Today, the Youth Group will host their      
annual Christmas Party for 6th - 12th 
graders from 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. in the parlor. 
Friends are always welcome to join us! We 
are looking forward to holiday themed 
snacks, a special devotional time in the 
sanctuary, and the highly anticipated gift exchange! Each 
youth should bring an anonymous, small, new, wrapped 
gift worth $5.00 or less. If you have any questions, see 
Jenn Ringgold or Rev. Roger. 

Christmas Service at UCC - The United 
Church of Christ, Midland will offer two oppor-
tunities to worship on Christmas Eve. A family 
friendly worship service will take place at 
10:00 a.m. with fellowship hour following the 
service. 

 

Another service will be held at 9:00 p.m. This traditional 
service will include communion and music offered by the 
choir. The service will conclude with the lighting of     
candles and the singing of Silent Night. 


