
 

 

Calendar of Events 

 
Third Sunday of Advent                                                 December 16,  2018 
 

Sunday,  December 16 - Advent Music Sunday 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                   10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                        11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - Loft                                                              11:30 a.m. 
 

Monday,  December 17 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                     8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  December 18 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                        9:30 a.m. 

Church Council - Parlor                                                                    7:15 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 19 
 

Thursday, December 20 

Choir Party at the home of the Gillett’s                                         7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 21 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                      8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, December 22 
 

Sunday, December 23 

Church Offices Closed through January 2, 2018 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                   10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                        11:00 a.m.  
 

Monday,  December 24—Christmas Eve 

Family Friendly Christmas Eve Service of Worship                      5:00 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Fellowship Hall and Kitchen                  5:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Service of Worship - Sanctuary                             9:00 p.m. 

 

 

December 16, 2018 
Third Sunday of Advent\ 

Advent Music Sunday 

Joy 



Order of Worship 

Gathering Hymns  
Love Came Down at Christmas                                    #165                                       
It Came upon a Midnight Clear                                     #131 

         
Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the pew. 
Visitors, please give your address and phone number and sign our guest 

book located in the Narthex.) 

 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude     Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming    Michael Burkhardt               
  
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 
 

Call to Worship                            Bread for the Journey 

 

L:  Awake, my soul! 
P: Awake, O harp and trumpet! 
L: We will give thanks to you, O God, among the      

peoples. 
P: We will sing praises to you among the nations. 
L:  For your compassion is greater than the heavens. 
P: Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 
All: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your 

glory cover the earth! 
               
*    Hymn           Angels, from the Realms of Glory            #126                                 
                

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 
Introduction 
Scripture 
Lighting the Candle of Joy 

Our Whole Lives {O.W.L.} is a positive, comprehensive, and 
age-appropriate sexuality educational program. The goal is for 
trained O.W.L. teachers to work with parents and form a  
meaningful partnership for positive and responsible sexuality 
education.  We start at age five, with the belief that sexuality is 
a lifelong process of acquiring information and forming atti-
tudes and values about identity and relationships, intimacy and 
health. 
 

The Board of Educational Ministries is currently organizing 
OWL classes for Kindergarten through 6th grade.  Three differ-
ent classes will be offered to serve the varied age groups:   
Kindergarten-1st grade, 2nd-3rd grade, and 4th-6th grade.   
 

Classes are open to anyone in the community who would like 
to attend, so please invite family members and friends with stu-
dents in Kindergarten - 6th grade to join us.  See O.W.L. flyer 
on the next page for additional information regarding dates and 
times for each class. 
 

A {parent + student} informational meeting and pizza 
lunch will be held Saturday January 26, 2019 from 12:00 
noon – 1:30 p.m. in the UCC Fellowship Hall.  Attendance 
at this meeting is required to participate in the classes this 
winter. 
 

An overview of topics to be covered will be presented on 
1/26/2019, as well as thoughtful activities for both parents and 
students to introduce the O.W.L. program and our teachers.   
 

To guarantee this program is accessible to all, there is no cost 
or materials required to participate at UCC, Midland.            
Resources used for classes will be available for purchase or 
available to check-out for the duration of each class. 
 

Registration deadline is January 10, 2019, but class sizes 
are limited and will be closed once maximum number of 
students is reached. 
 

To RSVP or get additional O.W.L. information, contact Jenn 
Ringgold through the church office 631-1136 or email 
jenn@uccmidland.org.  More information about OWL can also 
be found on the church website at https://www.uccmidland.org/
our-whole-lives/ 

mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org
https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/
https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/


Please note: The church offices will be closed from 
noon on December 21 through the holidays. We will re-
open on January 2. 

Notice to all board chairs,      
committee chairs, officers 
and staff members . . . 
Your 2018 Annual Reports 
are due in the church office 
by Monday, January 7, 
2019.  

Please join us for a Forum Discussion:   “The  
Evolution of Faith” Led by Rev. Pam Buchholz - Four 
Sunday mornings, January 6, 13, 20 and 27 at 11:35 
a.m. – 12:35 p.m. 

 

Maybe as a child or young adult you had a certain pic-
ture of God, but now find that picture has changed. 
Maybe you have a hard time believing in prayer or in 
things you think you are supposed to believe about 
Jesus.  

 

Quaker preacher and writer, Philip Gulley, has strug-
gled with those questions and more and he explores 
his faith journey in the book, The Evolution of Faith. 
Our discussion will be based on recordings of talks 
given by Philip Gulley. He has a folksy way of speak-
ing that is reminiscent of Garrison Keillor. If you want 
to dig deeper, you may get Philip Gulley’s book, but it 
is not required. Come as often as you are able. High 
school youth are welcome too. Help us plan by signing 
up on the sheet across from the office. 

 

ANNUAL  
REPORT 

DEADLINE 

Unison Prayer 

 

O God, as we sing songs of the season – songs 
of hope, peace, and love – we hear you echoing 
the joy that is part of it all. We sing in your 
choir, and we hear your voice singing back to 
us. All of creation rings with the joy of your 
presence, your love, your promise, your hope. 

Joy to the world! Amen.  

Children’s Moment               Glory!                   Rev. Pancost 
                                   

                   
Offertory             Lo Desembre Congelat          David Schack  
 

* Doxology                                       #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*    Prayer of Dedication    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                     The Glory of Christmas   Lloyd Larson 
 

 
*    Choir & Congregation  
  Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

Angels we have heard on high  
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,  
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains.  
 

Glo -  -  - ri - a in ex - cel - sis De - o,  
Glo -  -  - ri - a in ex - cel - sis De - o. 
 



Narration              The Hope of Christmas 
 
Song        Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning  
 
Narration          The Promise of Christmas          Mark 1:1-3 
 
Song                   Prepare the Way of the Lord! 
 
Narration       The Wonder of Christmas          Luke 1:26-38 
 
Song                 Child of Promise, Child of Love  
   Mary Gilbert,  soloist 
 
Narration           The Majesty of Christmas       Luke 2:1-14 
 
Song                    Jesus is Born Tonight! 
                             Izaac Ringgold, soloist  
 
Choir & Congregation    Hark the Herald Angels Sing  

 

Hark! The herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King;  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!”  
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim,  
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
 

Hark! The herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the new-born king!” 

 

Interlude 
 

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Sun of righteousness!  

 
  
 
 

 
 

 

There is still an opportunity to share with our less fortu-
nate neighbors. Through the Sharing Tree red tags we 
can provide food, clothing, utility assistance, transporta-
tion, personal care or last minute gifts to families that are 
struggling to meet their basic needs with a simple online 
gift made by December 22. If you have questions, please 
contact Amy McDonald by email amycmu@yahoo.com or 
at (989) 506-3734. 

The Board of Christian      
Community is hosting their   
annual  cookie exchange (or 
excuse to unload extra holiday       
cookies) during  Fellowship on    
December 30

th
, which will be in lieu of the traditional 

spread of snacks.  If you are a baker who loves making 
cookies this time of year looking for another excuse to 
bake, if you have a recipe you’ve really been wanting to 
try, or if you just have an abundance of holiday treats left 
over, feel free to bring them in.   After Fellowship, the left-
over treats are free to be taken home in mix-and-match 
fashion.   

 

The ROMEO’s will meet on December 18th at 
1:00 p.m. at Lanny’s Restaurant  336 W. Sagi-
naw Road, in beautiful downtown Sanford.  
 
 

The Juliet’s will meet for lunch on Tuesday,  
December 18th at 1:00 p.m. at China Palace. Located in 
the Kmart Plaza. Hope to see you there. All are welcome to 
join us! 



 

The special offering for December is the Christ-
mas Fund Offering (formerly Veterans of the 
Cross). The proceeds provide gifts to clergy and 
lay employees in all stages of their ministry to 
and through the United Church of Christ. Enve-

lopes will be available on the tables outside the sanctuary 
doors during the month of December, please give gener-
ously. For more information, please go to the website at 
http://www.christmasfund.org. 

The Rainbow Door Room, across the hall 
from the sanctuary, provides childcare for 
infants and children age 3 and               
under.    Families are always welcome to 
remain in worship with their babies and 

toddlers, utilize the care giver, or be with their small      
children in the Rainbow Door Room.  A speaker system 
allows adults in the Rainbow Door Room to still 
hear the service each week.   
 
After Children's Moments, Sunday School 
classes meet in the Education wing.  Today 
there is a conbined class for preschool through 
2nd grad in the Orange Door Room. Green Door is for 3rd, 
4th, and 5th graders.  Blue door is for 6th - 10th graders. 

The January newsletter dead-
line will be Tuesday, December 
18. Due to time constraints, late 
submissions will appear in the 
February edition of the publica-
tion, if timely. 

Light and life to all he brings,  
Risen with healing in his wings,  
Mild he lays his glory by,  
Born that man no more may die,  
Born to raise the sons of earth,  
Born to give them second birth. 

 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
 

Narration         The Mystery of Christmas       Luke 2:15-19 
 
Song              Christ Is Born This Holy Night  
 
Narration        The Brilliance of Christmas   Matthew 2:1-11 
 
Song              Guide Us to the Perfect Light  
 
Narration            The Glory of Christmas          John 1:1-15 
 
Song                    The Glory of Christmas! 
 
Choir & Congregation          O Come, All Ye Faithful  
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, born the King of Angels; 
 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels sing in exultation,  
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;  

 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 



Sopranos  
 

Phyllis Ferris  
Marilyn Gillett  
Melanie Larson  
Deborah Reeves  
Kim Steinke  
Peg Stokes  
Carole Swinehart  
Connie Thiel  
Sue Tipler  
Shirley Vincent-Rose  
Robin Von Wald  
Nancy Wells  
 
Tenors 
 

Andrew Ault  
Jason Greve  
Ron Klump  
Barb McGregor  
Linda Mellen 
Marty Merz 
Jan Northup  
Paul Teed 
Eileen Vaillancourt   

Altos 
 

Jan Baumgras  
Mary Gilbert  
Sarah Gorman  
Karen Harner  
Judy Kuehl  
Sheree Clark Lovell  
Jane Maxwell  
Susan Mercy 
Sue Rhodes  
Charla Soehnlen  
 
Basses  
 

Vern Fauver 
Rick Harner  
Bruce Lovelace  
Carl Lovell  
Eric Petersen 
Robert Snyder  
Edward Soehnlen  
Bill Stokes  
Fred Swinehart  
Allan Thiele 
 

The Choir 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude              From Heaven Above            Wilbur Held 
                  (We invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

 
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellow-
ship Hall for refreshments after the service of 
worship. Church members are happy to greet 
you and answer any questions you may have. 
We hope you feel welcome here! Refresh-
ments provided by the Board of Christian                   

      Community. 

   
  Acolyte: Izaac Ringgold 
  Advent Wreath: Connie and Les Lesiewicz   
  Narrators: Jenny and Kyle Bagnall 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Rick Harner 
  Rainbow Door Room:  Sam Ringgold 
  Safe Church Volunteer: Barb McGregor 

Christmas Services at UCC - The United 
Church of Christ, Midland will offer two oppor-
tunities to worship on Christmas Eve. A family 
friendly worship service will take place at 5:00 
p.m.  

 

 

Another service will be held at 9:00 p.m. This 
traditional service will include communion and music of-
fered by the choir.  
 
Both services will conclude with the lighting of candles 
and the singing of Silent Night. 

 

The flowers on the communion table this 
morning are given by Marjorie Ball in memory 
of her husband, Thomas Ball, Sr. 


