
Calendar of Events 
First Sunday of Advent                                                     December 2, 2018 

 

Deadline for Sharing Tree Donations  

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                     10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hour - Fellowship Hall                                                 11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - Loft                                                               11:30 a.m. 
 

Monday,  December 3 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                      8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  December 4 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                         9:00 a.m.  

Adult Study - Parlor                                                                         12:00 noon 
 

Wednesday, December 5 

Adult Lectionary Bible Study - Parlor                                              7:00 a.m. 

Adult Lectionary Bible Study - Parlor                                            12:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, December 6 

Music Committee - Parlor                                                                6:15 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                           7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 7  

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                       8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, December 8 

Service Saturday - Shelterhouse Resale Store                               2:00 p.m. 

Service Saturday -  Shelterhouse Resale Store                              4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday,  December 9 - Children & Youth Sunday 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                     10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                          11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                     11:30 a.m. 

Youth Group Christmas Party - Parlor                                               4:00 p.m. 
 

Monday,  December 10 

Paint & Palette - Fellowship Hall                                                    10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Christmas Party - Parlor                                                    6:00 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                        8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  December 11 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                          9:00 a.m.  

Adult Study - Blue Door Room                                                        12:00 noon 

Board of Christian Community - Parlor                                            7:15 p.m. 

Board of Deacons - Old Kitchen                                                        7:30 p.m. 

Board of Trustees - Blue Door  Room                                               7:30 p.m. 

What Shall We Bring? 
Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 

December 2, 2018  
First Sunday of Advent 



Gathering Hymns 
 

    Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates                             #117 
    Come, O Long-Expected Jesus                                    #122 
 
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 
 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 

 
Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
 
Prelude           
 
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
   
Choral Introit        Of the Father’s Love Begotten         Young 
                                                                          arr. Hohmeyer     
 
Call to Worship          
 

L:  As we begin the Advent journey let us lift our hearts 
and voices to God. 

P: God teaches us the way, and guides our paths. 
L:  God strengthens our hearts; and helps us to 

abound in love. 
P: God’s justice and righteousness spring forth in 

our lives. 
L: Come, let us worship. 

 
*     Hymn        Now Is the Time Approaching                  #609 
 
 
 

Order of Worship 

The choir is excited to present their Christmas music     
offering called The Glory Of Christmas, written by Lloyd 
Larson, on December 16 during the morning worship ser-
vice. The work is in eight parts with narration by Kyle and 
Jenny Bagnall. The congregation will be  invited to join in 
singing sections of the work. We look forward to celebrat-
ing the joy of Christmas music with you on the 16th! 

The worship service on December 9
th

 will be led by the 
children and youth with a program titled { I wish.... }.  
Leading up to Christmas, all of us can fall into a pattern of 
being much too busy and feeling overwhelmed.  If you 
spend any time with children during this season, you expe-
rience the joy and dilemma of the extensive “Christmas 
Wish List”. This year, during our Children and Youth       
Advent program, we will hopefully expand the idea of what 
it is that we can wish for at Christmas.  We hope you will 
join us for this special worship service. 
 
Advent is the beginning of the church year and full of 
beautiful traditions, like the advent wreath and its weekly 
candle lightings. While Advent is not a biblical tradition, it 
is beautifully designed to help us prepare, wait, and antici-
pate the story of Christ’s birth again and again.  It is a 
build-up of powerful scripture with bold reminders for 
hope, love, joy, and peace. I hope that on December 9 the 
children and youth of the church will inspire you to wish for 
these things as well.   

Those wishing to purchase poinsettias to adorn the sanc-
tuary on Christmas Eve will find order forms on the tables 
outside the sanctuary this morning. Our final order must 
be made on Wednesday, December 5th. If you have not 
yet placed your order, please do so today. 



Our joy at Christmas is a response to God’s 
promise of new life through the birth of Jesus. 
Prepare the way for the celebration of Jesus’ 
birth!   
 

The special offering for December is the Christ-
mas Fund Offering (formerly Veterans of the Cross).   
The proceeds provide gifts to clergy and lay    employees 
in all life stages of their ministry to and through the United 
Church of Christ. We can do nothing more to prepare the 
way for better days than follow God’s example in caring 
and providing for those in our midst who are    experienc-
ing the greatest need. Envelopes will be available on the 
tables outside the sanctuary doors during the month of 
December, please give generously. For more  information, 
please go to the web site at http://www.christmasfund.org. 

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments after the service of  wor-
ship. Church members are happy to greet you 
and answer any questions you may have. We 
hope you feel welcome here! Refreshments are 
provided by the Board of Christian Community. 

 

Notice to all board chairs, committee chairs, officers 
and staff members . . . Your 2018 Annual Reports are due 
in the church office by Monday, January 7, 2019.   

As the holidays approach, how better to  enjoy the season 
than with UCC women at their annual Christmas cele-
bration! This year we will gather in the church parlor on 
Monday,  December 10 at  6:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin board across the hall from the church 
office. If you have questions or wish to call in your sign-up, 
please contact Amy McDonald at amycmu@yahoo.com or 
call 989-506-3734. Sponsored by the Board of Christian 
Community. 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting Liturgy 
Introduction 
Lighting the Candle of Hope 
Unison Prayer 

 

God of hope, lead us as we travel once again the 
holy road to Bethlehem. When the journey    
wearies us, we are thankful for your unfailing 
presence, wisdom and encouragement. Give us 
courage and comfort, confidence and challenge 
on the way. Amen.  

      
 Children’s Moment            Prepare                      Rev. Pancost             

  
 

Anthem                                Alleluia                                 Manuel 
 
Scripture 

 

      Jeremiah 33:14-16                                  Pew Bible page 683 
      Luke 21:25-36                                Pew Bible pages 915-916 
 
Sermon    Nativity Sets and Pageants   The Rev. Roger Pancost 

                  
*    Hymn          Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence               #345            
                        
Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 



Offertory                  
 
* Doxology             NCH (Black) #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*    Prayer of Dedication    
 

     Order of Communion 
Invitation  
Communion Prayer 
Sanctus                     
Sharing of the Elements 

(Please hold the bread until all are serviced.  
You may drink the cup when it is received.) 

 

Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving   

 

Ever Present God, we rejoice in all that we have 
received at this table. We give thanks for your 
abundant grace and the fellowship of those 
around us. Filled with renewed hope, we go back 
into the world to share your love with our words 
and actions. Amen. 

 
 
                

*    Hymn              We Hail You God’s Anointed                    #104 
    
*    Benediction 
 
*   Choral Response      Goin’ to Bethlehem                  Althouse         
                           
Postlude                            
                  (We invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

 
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

• It is important for everyone to use the    
microphone during Announcements 
and Joys and Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a  hearing 
assistance system. Please ask an usher for a        
receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns are 
available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  a 
copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

  Acolyte: Sera DiMuro 
  Liturgist: Jean Winther 
  Advent Wreath: Ellie and Larry Schroeder 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator:  Al Harrow 
  SAFE Church Volunteer:  Laurie Bledsoe 
  Rainbow Door Room:  Charlotte Ault 

The Rainbow Door Room is available for  
infants and children age 3 and under. Fami-
lies are invited to remain in worship with 
their babies, or are welcome to utilize the 
Rainbow Door Room space and listen to the 

service via the speaker system. Children of all ages are 
welcome in the sanctuary with their family members 
throughout worship anytime, as needed.  
 

 

After Children's Moments... Sunday School 
classes meet in the Education wing.  Each class-
room has a brightly painted door to designate it's 
participants!  Red Door is for preschoolers, young 
fives, and Kindergartners.  Orange Door is for 1st and 2nd 
graders.  Green Door is for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grad-
ers.  Sixth - 10th graders will remain in worship with their 
families on Communion Sundays.    


