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    Volume 19, Issue 112 December 2018 Newsletter 

From Your Pastor…  

 

On November 4 John Ruppel and Beverly Curnutt offered a thoughtful 
workshop having to do with planning for the death of a loved-one. 
These two individuals shared from their personal experiences and   
invited participants to reflect on various ways to prepare. You may 
want to ask them to share their reflection questions with you.  

 

As I was listening to this presentation it occurred to me that people 
may not be aware of the ways in which I can be of assistance in this 
matter. One of these ways involves meeting with people to discuss 
what they would like to have happen at their memorial service. This 
can include choosing hymns, scripture passages, poetry and solo 
pieces. I have even had people tell me what foods they wish to have 
served at the meal following the service.  I take all of these notes and 
keep them in a file in my office.  

 

Another file that I keep in my office contains medical directives. Some 
people choose to keep a copy of their medical directive at the church 
in case there is a problem locating it in the future.  

 

A third file that I keep in my office is labeled, “Extended Family Mem-
bers.” This file contains the names, and contact information, of family 
members connected to the people in the church. It can be helpful for 
the church office to know how to contact your loved-ones in the event 
of an emergency situation. 

 

In a related matter: if you are admitted to a hospital you might be 
asked what your church affiliation is. Please be aware that hospitals 
never call churches to inform us that a member has been admitted. If 
you would like a visit from me, please ask a family member or friend to 
contact me. 

 

On another note having to do with things you might not know: At a   
recent meeting of the Board of Deacons we discussed the bathrooms 
in the church building. Some of the Deacons were surprised to learn 
that there are two bathrooms down the hall behind the sanctuary. Per-
haps you didn’t know about these bathrooms either. They are single-
stall, gender neutral, bathrooms. One of these bathrooms is also ac-
cessible to those using a wheelchair. 

 

The topics that I have discussed in this article aren’t the cheeriest but 
they are important. Know that taking the time to share your desires 
with loved-ones is a gift to them.  
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The United Church of Christ, Midland will offer two opportunities to worship on Christmas Eve. 

A family friendly worship service will take place at 5:00 p.m. This service will include the singing 

of carols, the retelling of the birth of Jesus, and the lighting of candles. 

A second service will be held at 9:00 p.m. This traditional service will include communion and 

music  offered by the choir. The service will conclude with the lighting of candles and the sing-

ing of Silent Night. You are invited to come to the sanctuary at 8:30 p.m. for a concert offered by 

Just Trombones. 

Fresh Aire Samaritan Counseling Center, of which 

our church is a covenant partner, is searching for 

additional board members. They would especially 

appreciate having someone with a medical back-

ground, human resource background or other   

experience on nonprofit boards. Please speak with 

Reverend Pancost if you are interested in serving 

in this capacity. 

 

Ushers Needed for 2019 
 

Each Sunday, ushers play an important part of the morning service. This 
opportunity is an easy and rewarding way to serve our congregation and 
we need your help!  From welcoming congregants as they enter the 
sanctuary, helping young acolytes as they carry the Light of Christ into 
the service, serving communion, and collecting offerings, ushers play 
many important roles. As part of the new year, we're also looking for two usher team captains that will 
each coordinate sign ups for three months during the year. Please contact Kyle Bagnall at 
kwbagnall@gmail.com or (989) 859-4475 if you'd like to help out. Thanks in advance! 

mailto:kwbagnall@gmail.com
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December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

   1 World Aids 

Day 

2 First Sunday of  

        Advent  

Deadline for  

Sharing Tree 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

3 

10 a Paint & Palette  

 

 

 

8 p AA 

4 

9 a Staff Meeting  

12 n Adult Study  

5 

7a Adult Study  

12:30 p Adult Study 

6 

 

6:15 p Music 

          Committee  

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

7 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

8 

Service Saturday  

Shelterhouse   Resale 

Store  

2 p—4 p  

4 p—6 p  

9 Second Sunday of 

Advent - Children 

& Youth Sunday 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  

4 p Youth Christmas 

Party 

10 

10 a Paint & Palette  

 

6 p Women’s Christ-

mas Party  

 

8 p AA 

11 

9 a Staff Meeting  

12 n Adult Study  

7:15 p Christian  

          Community  

7:30 p Deacons  

7:30 p Trustees  

12 

7a Adult Study  

12:30 p Adult Study 

13 

 

 

 

 

7p Choir Rehearsal 

14 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

15 

16 Third Sunday of 

Advent - Music Sunday 

Deadline for 

Adopt-a-Family  

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

17 

10 a Paint & Palette  

 

 

 

8 p AA 

18 

9 a Staff Meeting  

 

 

 

7:15 p Church  

          Council 

19 

12 n Staff  

Christmas Lunch 

20 

 

 

 

 

Choir Christmas Party 

21 

Church office  

closing at 12 noon 

and will remain 

closed until  

January 2 

 

22 

23 Fourth Sunday of 

Advent  

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  & 

Cookie Exchange 

24 Christmas Eve  

 

5 p Family Friendly 

Service  

9 p Traditional     

Service 

25 Christmas Day  

 5 p  AA Christmas 

Party  

26 27 28 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

29 

30  

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  

31      
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Our thoughts and prayers are with . . .  

• Janet Davis had a heart attack on October 24. We are 

delighted that she is doing well and is back in the     

office. 

• Les Lesiewicz received a pacemaker on November 12.  

• Connie Lesiewicz is receiving monthly chemo therapy 

treatments.  

• Helen Anderson has been enrolled in hospice.  

• Beau Rose’s mother died on November 17. 

• Sheree Clark Lovell began chemo therapy treatments 

on November 19. 

• Craig and Cathy Devendorf are the proud grandparents 

of a baby girl, Esther Joy, who arrived on Sunday,    

November 18 to parents, Justin and Ruth Devendorf. 

They and big sister, Joanna live in California at Camp 

Pendleton. 

• Fran Hamburg and family as Roland Hamburg died on 

November 23. 

• Murray Northup fractured his hip on November 24. 

 

Joys & Concerns 

December 

Lectionary Texts 
 

 

December 2  

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Psalm 25:1-10  

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  

Luke 21:25-36  

 

December 9  

Malachi 3:1-4  

Luke 1:68-79  

Philippians 1:3-11  

Luke 3:1-6  

 

December 16 

Zephaniah 3:14-20  

Isaiah 12:2-6  

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18  

 

December 24  

Isaiah 62:6-12  

Psalm 97  

Titus 3:4-7  

Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20  

 

December 30 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26  

Psalm 148  

Colossians 3:12-17  

Luke 2:41-52 

Keeping Up with the Congregation.. 

Please remember to update the church by contacting 
the office by phone or email whenever you have a 
change of information. 

Jan Brennan’s email is: clbjmt@hotmail.com  

Sue Clemmer’s email is: sueclem@charter.net 

Tony Grittini’s email is: anthony.grittini@gmail.com 

Neil Hawkins’ email is: neilchawkins@gmail.com 

Grant Von Wald’s email is: grantvonwald@gmail.com  

Robin Von Wald’s email is: robinvonwald@gmail.com 
 

Carol Willis, 610 Walnut St., Midland 48640, 989/423-
1187, email: cmwillis610@gmail.com  
 

Margaret Wilson, 2904 Swede Ave., 48642, 989/832-
0546, email: badeyesmarg@yahoo.com 
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Sharing Tree Tags are available for your selection and gifts should be returned to the 
church by December 2, 2018.  This is a wonderful way to directly support those in need in our 
community. Sharing tree is led by the United Way of Midland County. Request for gifts are given 
by nonprofits in the community or schools for individual and families. Each year I use sharing 
tree to help clients in need that I work with at Family and Children’s Services. This year has 
been especially demanding and I personally have submitted 40 gift requests.  I know our com-
munity is generous and I thank you all for the support 
 
This year there are two ways to give back through the Sharing Tree Program. 
 

Traditional Tags (Green) 
We know that for many, picking out a tag from the tree and taking that trip to the 
store to buy a special gift for a family or child in need is a tradition of its own that 
continues to be at the heart of our program. Gifts should be around $30 in value.   
 
Online Impact Store 
Through the ease and convenience of the online Impact Store, community members 
who don’t have access to a tree—or may not have time to shop for a gift—have the 
option to purchase critical basic need items for families in our community. Items 
such as transportation tickets, utility money orders, clothing, cleaning supplies, baby 
supplies, etc. This will be a great opportunity to reach more people in our communi-
ty and offers an impact and easy way for those in your organization to participate. 
Starting November 2 until December 23 you can go online to 
www.sharingtreemidland.com to buy needed items. 

 

Amy McDonald 

Board of Christian Community 

Now Available in  

 Fellowship Hall 

Notice to all board chairs, committee chairs, officers and staff members . . . Your 2018 Annual Reports 

are due in the church office by Monday, January 7, 2019.  Please contact the administrative assistant, 

Janet Davis by January 7th if you are unable to submit your report on time for any reason.  

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 

http://www.sharingtreemidland.com
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                              Lofty News 

 
Have you ever wondered where the familiar Christmas hymns we sing come from? Most of us are famil-
iar with the history of Silent Night - its music hastily composed on Christmas Eve by Franz Gruber for 
Joseph Mohr’s poem - but fewer of us know the story behind many others. 
 
This Christmas season, the choir will be singing Lloyd Larson’s cantata “The Glory of Christmas” on  
December 16th; it contains many familiar hymns, as well as one or two which may be   unfamiliar to 
you.  While we can’t cover all the songs in this brief article, it’s interesting to look at the  origins of some 
of the tunes you’ll be hearing. The cantata’s first section, “The Glory of Christmas,”    includes “Angels 
We Have Heard on High,” a hymn which may have had its origins with monks more than a thousand 
years ago. Bereket Kelie, in an article titled “The Story Behind ‘Angels We Have Heard on High,’” 
writes: 
 
 It was first published in 1855 in the French songbook Nouveau recoil de    
 cantiques, and records indicate that the song had been used in church masses   
 for more than fifty years before that publication. During those five decades the   
 lyrics were coupled with the melody that is still used today. 
 
The second section of the cantata, “The Hope of Christmas,” opens with “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed 
and Burning,” an African-American spiritual. This is unfamiliar to many of us, but it is perfectly suited to 
the message of hopefulness with which we anticipate Christmas. This spiritual, which has been record-
ed often by blues singers, is considered to be both biblical and subversive. According to Dr. Uzee 
Brown, Jr., an educator on African-American music, the song references Matthew 25, but it also proba-
bly meant to slaves on plantations that they need to be prepared to escape at any time, for “the time is 
drawing nigh.” 
 
“The Mystery of Christmas” section of the cantata incorporates the hauntingly beautiful “Let All Mortal 
Flesh Keep Silence,” with the text from the Liturgy of St. James. The hymn itself is one of the earliest 
Christian hymns still being used, with its roots dating to the fourth century. Larson’s arrangement which 
you will hear in December integrates music from traditional French, Austrian, and Polish melodies, but 
the melody we are most familiar with is the French tune Picardy, which was first paired with the lyrics by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams in 1906. 
 
The finale of the cantata, “The Glory of Christmas,” begins with “He is Born, the Divine Christ Child” and 
ends with “Oh Come, All Ye Faithful.” While the latter is very well known, “He is Born…” may be less so. 
It is a traditional French carol which has been popular in France since 1862 when it was composed by 
the organist of the Cathedral of Saint-Dié-des-Vosges. “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” which we probably 
all know by heart, was first known as Adeste Fideles and attributed to John Francis Wade in 1760. 
Wade had fled England after the 1745 Jacobite Rebellion, and some have said the song is a coded   
rallying cry for the Stewart cause. Whatever its origins, it is now one of the best known carols we have, 
loved because of its glorious, uplifting and triumphant message celebrating the birth of Christ. 

 
We look forward to sharing this lovely music with you on December 16th. We hope you find it meaning-
ful and enjoy it as much as we’ve enjoyed preparing it for you. 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-Di%C3%A9_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-Di%C3%A9-des-Vosges
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Financial Summary 
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The 2018 Women’s Christmas Party  
 

The holidays are a special time of year filled with parties, family, and friends and of 
course food. Perhaps that’s what makes this time of year so exciting for many. 
Once again the Women of the UCC will gather for a Christmas celebration and fel-
lowship.  We will meet and celebrate in the  parlor here at church. Last year we had 
over 35 women join us for food, laughter and fun. 
 

The event will start at 6:00 pm on Monday December 10th. 
Please bring an appetizer dish to pass if you are able. We will 
provide drinks and serving items. 
 

If you have not had a chance to join in the fun, you should consider joining us this 
year. The ever popular and sometimes competitive White Elephant gift exchange will 
be a part of the night along with all the tasty food. No one has ever left hungry from 
the Womans Christmas party! Please bring a small gift for the exchange.  
 

We look forward to see you all here. A sign-up sheet will be posted. You can also confirm or for ques-
tions please contact Amy McDonald amycmu@yahoo.com (989) 506-3734 

 
 

2018 Cookie Exchange 

The Board of Christian Community is hosting their annual cookie exchange (or excuse to unload extra 
holiday cookies) during Fellowship on December 30

th
, which will be in lieu of the traditional spread of 

snacks.  If you are a baker who loves making cookies this time of year looking for another excuse to 
bake, if you have a recipe you’ve really been wanting to try, or if you just have an abundance of holiday 
treats left over, feel free to bring them in.   After Fellowship, the leftover treats are free to be taken home 
in mix-and-match fashion.   

 

 

UCC has been paired with two families this year through Salvation Army's Adopt a Family program! The 
first family is a single mother with five children, and the second family is a single mother with three chil-
dren. Wish lists for each family member will be posted in Fellowship Hall, so please take a look and see 
if there's something you'd like to provide. Gifts should be returned by December 16, and on that date 
we'll have a wrapping party during Fellowship Hour. Thank you for making Christmas brighter for local 
families! 

mailto:amycmu@yahoo.com
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December Benevolence Giving 

 

Our joy at Christmas is a response to God’s promise of new life through the 
birth of Jesus. Prepare the way for the celebration of Jesus’ birth!   

The special offering for December is the Christmas Fund Offering (formerly 
Veterans of the Cross). Gifts are an expression of joy and gratitude for those 
who serve and have served the church. Funds collected provide: 

pension and health premium supplements to low-income retirees of the 
church  

emergency assistance to families of clergy and lay employees 

Christmas Gift Checks to hundreds of annuitants 

                          gifts to seminarians who experienced a life crisis creating a financial hardship 

God has always cared and provided for the people of the covenant. We can do nothing more to prepare 
the way for better days than follow God’s example in caring and providing for those in our midst who are 
experiencing the greatest need. The proceeds from the Christmas Fund provide gifts to clergy and lay 
employees in all life stages of their ministry to and through the United Church of Christ. For more infor-
mation, please go to the web site at http://www.christmasfund.org.  

Envelopes will be available on the tables outside the sanctuary doors during the month of December for 
contributions to the Christmas Fund. Please give generously. 

 

Matthew Christianson 

Benevolence Committee 

 

2018 Rummage Sale Review, Launches Changes for 2019 

 

On November 5th, the Rummage Sale Team met at the home of Gwen Snyder for an evening of des-
serts, review and planning for the 2019 Rummage Sale.  
 

Despite a few minor complications the group was pleased with the sale as a whole. Several ideas and 
changes from this year were adopted for subsequent sales. The use of the stem doors as the entrance 
to the sale was felt to be a positive change and will be implemented again next year. Sue Tipler 
stepped forward to take on the leadership of the group this year after Connie Lesiewicz became ill. 
Connie has lead this group faithfully for the past four years and we hope she will be a part of the team 
for many more.  
 

Dates for the sale have been set for 2019, on the afternoon of Sunday, September 29th we will begin 
accepting merchandise. The opening day of the sale will be on Thursday, October 3. Full priced items 
will be on sale beginning at 9:30 a.m. On Friday, October 4 the majority of items will be at half price all 
day from 9:30 a.m. Our popular $2.00 bag sale will be held on Saturday, October 5 from 9:00 a.m. until 
11:00 a.m.  
 

As always, we are seeking willing workers who would like to join the Rummage Team. There are a vari-
ety of ways and time commitments to assist with this project. For more information, please contact Sue 
Tipler, Connie Lesiewicz, Sue Rhodes, Margaret Clark or Gwen Snyder. 
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Dearest Friends, 

The worship service on December 9
th
 will be led by the children and youth with a program titled             

{ I wish.... }.  Leading up to Christmas, all of us can fall into a pattern of being much too busy and feeling 
overwhelmed.  If you spend any time with children during this season, you experience the joy and dilem-
ma of the extensive “Christmas Wish List”.  This year, during our Children and Youth Advent program, 
we will hopefully expand the idea of what it is that we can wish for at Christmas.   

This past summer, our Vacation Bible School curriculum helped us to focus on our neighbors in the   
Caribbean, including the country of Haiti.  During VBS, children collected an offering for the International 
Women and Infant Sustainable Healthcare Foundation ( IWISH ) that was started and continues to run in 
Haiti with the incredible leadership of UCC, Midland member Dr. Audrey Stryker.  IWISH is the inspira-
tion for the title of our Advent program this year.  An impactful part of our daily VBS worship routine was 
reading a letter from a child in the country that we were learning about that day.  Those letters have also 
inspired our Advent program for 2018. 

Advent is the beginning of the church year and full of beautiful traditions, like the advent wreath and its 
weekly candle lightings. While Advent is not a biblical tradition, it is beautifully designed to help us pre-
pare, wait, and anticipate the story of Christ’s birth again and again.  It is a build-up of powerful scripture 
with bold reminders for hope, love, joy, and peace. I hope that on December 9 the children and youth of 
the church will inspire you to wish for these things as well.   

 

~ Jenn 
 

Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 

 

From the Director of  Educational Ministries 

The 2018 Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF campaign was our MOST successful 
fundraising event for UNICEF yet. UCC, Midland children in our Sunday 
School classes raised $346.61! (our 2017 contributions were $272.04).  What 
a wonderful example of kids helping kids! Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated in pumpkin painting, festive costumes, and financial giving for this 
year’s Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Winter Break there will be One Room Sunday School for preschool - 5th grade on Sunday,         
December 23 and December 30. Sixth through 12th graders are invited to remain in worship with 
their families. Please watch weekly bulletins for information regarding Rainbow Door Room child-

care.  As always, our youngest members of the congregation are always welcome in the sanctuary. 
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Our Whole Lives is back in 2019 
 

Our Whole Lives {O.W.L.} is a positive, comprehensive, and age-
appropriate sexuality educational program. The goal is for trained O.W.L. 
teachers to work with parents and form a meaningful partnership for posi-
tive and responsible sexuality education.  We start at age five, with the 
belief that sexuality is a lifelong process of acquiring information and 
forming attitudes and values about identity and relationships, intimacy and 
health. 

 

The Board of Educational Ministries is currently organizing OWL classes for Kindergarten through 6th 
grade.  Three different classes will be offered to serve the varied age groups:  Kindergarten-1st grade, 
2nd-3rd grade, and 4th-6th grade.   

 

Classes are open to anyone in the community who would like to attend, so please invite family mem-
bers and friends with students in Kindergarten - 6th grade to join us.  See O.W.L. flyer on the next 
page for additional information regarding dates and times for each class. 

 

A {parent + student} informational meeting and pizza lunch will be held Saturday January 26, 
2019 from 12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m. in the UCC Fellowship Hall.  Attendance at this meeting is    
required to participate in the classes this winter. 

 

An overview of topics to be covered will be presented on 1/26/2019, as well as thoughtful activities for 
both parents and students to introduce the O.W.L. program and our teachers.   

 

To guarantee this program is accessible to all, there is no cost or materials required to participate at 
UCC, Midland.  Resources used for classes will be available for purchase or available to check-out for 
the duration of each class. 

 

Registration deadline is January 10, 2019, but class sizes are limited and will be closed once 

maximum number of students is reached. 
 

To RSVP or get additional O.W.L. information, contact Jenn Ringgold through the church office         
631-1136 or email jenn@uccmidland.org.  More information about OWL can also be found on the 
church website at https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/ 

Thank you for your generosity to the Midland Area 2018 
CROP Walk for Hunger. The UCC, Midland Youth Group 
collected a total of $2,000.20 this year!   

(Our 2017 contributions were $2,115.04)  In our friendly 
youth group competition, three members of our youth    
collected more donations than Pastor Roger! Way to Go! 

From our UCC donations, about $500 (25%) will remain in Midland County to support local hunger-relief 
organizations.  The remaining $1,500 will be utilized by Church World Service for other missions.  It is a 
privilege to combine our efforts with other Midland churches to raise money together each year through 
CROP.  

mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org
https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/
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FOOD, SECURITY FOR EVERYONE... 

The time of winter storms is approaching.  Please consider some extra food security for yourself 
and others.   

This would be a good time to buy enough non perishable food to feed your household for several 
days in case you can't get to the store or we have a weather-related power outage.  Pick a varie-
ty of things you enjoy eating.  Include food you can serve at room temperature or heat up with an 
outdoor grille.  Canned fruits, vegetables and meats, rice and spaghetti are simple to prepare 
and store well.  A few gallons of water and some paper towels could be handy.  Include items 
you tend to run short of.  An extra jar of peanut butter, tube of toothpaste, or bottle of cooking oil 
might save you a special trip to the store on a day when the weather conditions are poor.   

Food packages have a date to "use before." Pick items which are good for a year or more.  Six 
months from now, another reminder will come to bring what you bought in the fall into the church 
for donation to our local food pantry.   If you have not needed the food due to weather, it will be a 
blessing to folks who struggle to feed themselves and their families. 

Thank you. 

Carl Lovell 

 

Service Saturday 

December 8, 2018 

Our church is the first in Midland to commit to a 
regular schedule of volunteer help for the Shelter-
house Resale Shop. We are excited to be the 
‘hands and feet’ of God’s work in this project. On a Saturday of each month, men, women and children 
10 years and older are given the opportunity to sign-up and assist at the Resale Shop with sorting cloth-
ing donations, hanging and pricing items, organizing racks, assisting customers, as well as building 
maintenance tasks such as painting, minor repairs and clean-up.  

We will be organizing two shifts:  2:00 - 4:00 p.m. and 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.  

By signing up and volunteering our time and skills we can help to meet needs in our community. 

There are not enough words to express how grateful I am for the outpouring of love and 

support I received from the congregation, the staff and the boards and officers of this 

wonderful church. I will never forget your thoughtfulness, visits, cards, prayers, phone calls 

and gifts after my recent heart attack.  What a blessing you all are!  ~ Janet Davis 

Thank You So Very Much 
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The Lunch Bunch 

 

In December the ROMEO’s will meet on December 18th at 1:00 p.m. at 
Lanny’s Restaurant  336 W. Saginaw Road, in beautiful downtown    
Sanford.  

The Juliet’s will meet for lunch on Tuesday, December 18th at 1:00 p.m. 
at China Palace. That is located in the Kmart Plaza. Hope to see you 
there. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Rhodes or Sondi 
Geminder.  

All are welcome to join us! 

 

 

 

Michigan Conference UCC Annual Meeting Insights and Summations 

There was a festive welcome with displays that reflected progressive action on timely issues.  Shortly 
after our arrival the meeting introduction began with song.  We are called to sing songs, Psalms and 
spiritual songs – so we did.  Our piano/primary song leader, Marque Smith, was    enthusiastic and got 
us going.  Dr. Alice Hunt, former president of CTS, was our keynote speaker and did she speak!  Her 
address, entitled, “Be Not Afraid: Facing Patriarchal Masculinity”, was on target and led us to see what 
we had taken for granted regarding non – bias and inclusivity.  The workshops were across the board 
very informative hosted by actively knowledgeable people – I went to the workshop that addressed  
immigration – alien, refugee, asylum seekers?  I have materials if any would like to look at them. 

The evening Award Banquet was great for seeing old friends and meeting new.  New pastors, (ten in 
all), and retirees, (six in all), were introduced, Open and Affirming churches were recognized, and 
there was a farewell to Dr. Renee Jackson who is taking on another ministry position.  The deceased 
were four pastors for 2018.   

Award was given to Stanley and Betsy Dole who have worked a lifetime for UCC – especially Our 
Church’s Wider Mission.  There were innovation awards, prophetic integrity grants and Murdale     
Leysath Leadership Awardees.  Our Church’s Wider Mission always calls us to look beyond our own 
association and conference but the Friends of the Conference was also kicked off as a way to see new 
things accomplished and how to support them. 

On Saturday the Olivet Gospel Choir woke us up to continue addressing gender bias with Alice Hunt’s 
“Out from Privilege Delusion” message.  There was an active demonstration regarding immigration 
covered by Charlotte local reporters led by Rev. Justo Gonzalez II.  Justo is also moving on to an    
interim Conference Minister position in another state. 

Amendments to the constitution, the budget, the nominations and installation of the new Board     
members all were actions of the assembly plenary meeting.  The Midland United Church of Christ was 
deemed top in OCWM giving and 4th in per capita giving.   

Note: I have a booklet assembled as an Interfaith Toolkit on Challenging Racism if anyone wants to 
take on that project.  Thank you for the opportunity to get an overview of what the Conference is doing 
with friends from this church. 

Enthusiastically submitted by, 

Rev. Jean Winther, Delegate 
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Judy Kuehl   December 3  

Quinn Pancost   December 3  

Beverly Curnutt   December 4  

Matt Vannette   December 5  

Kate Stacy    December 10  

Ben Stacy    December 11  

Roberta Oliver   December 13  

Philip Rice    December 13  

Mary DuBuis   December 15  

Deborah Hawkins   December 15  

Chris Hotchkiss   December 16  

Scott Taylor   December 16  

Jeni Balawender  December 18  

Lilliana Knizacky   December 23  

Collin Nephew   December 25 

Bob Snyder   December 26  

Joslynn Nephew   December 28  

Brandon Geib   December 30  

Roger Pancost   December 31 

     Book Club  

There will be no meeting in       
December. 

 On January 14th we will meet at 
Carole Swinehart’s and you have 
a choice. Read The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist, How to Get Filthy 

Rich in Rising Asia, or Exit West by Mosin Hamid. 
Feef free to read more than one if you wish. 

February 11th we will meet at Debbie Hayes to dis-
cuss Bridge of Clay by Australian author Markus 
Zusak. 

Social Concerns  
Book Sale 

 

The books that the Social   
Concerns Committee has for 
sale are now back on their 
shelves in the Fellowship Hall. 
They are arranged and        
labeled by category, so it 
should be much easier to find 
what you are looking for.  We are always 
happy to receive new contributions to our 
collection.  We do ask a  couple of things if 
you have books to contribute. Please don’t 
put them on the shelves;      instead, please 
leave them in the office with Janet and she 
will let us know.  Please do not contribute 
paperbacks that are so old the edges of the 
pages have turned brown. Just drop those 
in your recycle bin. Please do not turn in 
college and graduate school text books. 
They do not sell here, but the library will be 
glad to take them off your hands. 
 
Thanks to all who have contributed book, to 
those of you who will be contributing and to 
those who have supported us  by buying 
books,  and now….time to go shopping!  

Newsletter Deadline 

is the 18th day of 

each month! 



You probably already know that UCC actively engages in social concerns and social justice issues 
particularly as local churches.  We are bombarded daily with news of turmoil and need, so how can we 
best ensure our voices are heard? 

 

UCC can help!  You can use the following link to join Justice and Peace Action Network and ask 
to receive weekly alerts about pending legislation so you can send timely emails or make calls to your 
legislators about issues that matter most to you.  Scroll down to the section to sign up. Or you can 
simply return to the web page  periodically to see a list of current issues. 

 

http://www.ucc.org/join_the_network 

 

How to contact your legislators: 

 

Senator Debbie Stabenow  
  (202) 224-4822  
  https://www.stabenow.senate.gov/contact 
  nearest offices: 
  3335 S. Airport Road West, Suite 6B 
  Traverse City, MI 49684 (Map) 
  Phone: (231) 929-1031  
  or 
  432 N. Saginaw St, Suite 301 
  Flint, MI 48502 (Map) 
  Phone: (810) 720-4172 
 
Senator Gary Peters 
  (202) 224-6221 
  https://www.peters.senate.gov/contact/email-gary 
  nearest offices 
  515 North Washington Avenue 
  Suite 401 
  Saginaw, MI 48607 
  Phone: (989) 754-0112 
  or 
  818 Red Drive 
  Suite 40 
  Traverse City, MI 49684 
  Phone: (231) 947-7773 

 
To find out how to contact your US House representative go to https://www.house.gov/
representatives/find-your-representative 

 

Social Concerns Committee  

http://www.ucc.org/join_the_network
https://www.stabenow.senate.gov/contact
https://goo.gl/maps/C6iVTht9Cit
https://goo.gl/maps/XazjnnXSZir
https://www.peters.senate.gov/contact/email-gary
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
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Merry Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Year 

 

Discussion of Philip Gulley’s “Evolution of Faith”   

 Four sessions led by Rev. Pam Buchholz 

Sunday mornings 

11:35 a.m. – 12:35 p.m.  
 

In the United Church of Christ we believe that God is still speaking, that we can still find new inspiration 
both within scripture and beyond it. Maybe as a child or young adult you had a certain picture of God, but 
now find that picture has changed. Maybe you have a hard time believing in prayer or in things you think 
you are supposed to believe about Jesus.  

 

Quaker preacher and writer, Philip Gulley, has struggled with those questions and more. Join us on Sun-
day mornings when we’ll listen to the delightful Gulley as he shares insights from his own faith journey. 
Gulley has a folksy way of speaking that is reminiscent of Garrison Keillor. We’ll take about 20 minutes 
or so to listen to portions of his talks each week, pausing for discussion along the way. If you want to dig 
deeper, you may get Philip Gulley’s book, “Evolution of Faith”, but it is not necessary for the class. Come 
as often as you are able. High school youth are welcome too.  

 

Jan. 6  Dumping Your Theological Baggage  Blue Door Room 

Jan. 13 Wondering About God   Old Kitchen 

Jan. 20 Jesus & Jesus-Types    Blue Door Room 

Jan. 27 Prayer      Old Kitchen 

Upcoming 2019 Adult Educational Opportunity 
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We’re on the web! 

www.uccmidland.org  

Tel: 989-631-1136 

Fax: 989-631-3840 

E-mail: janet@uccmidland.org 

4100 Chestnut Hill Drive  

Midland, Michigan 48642-6206 


