
 

 

Calendar of Events 
Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                  December 23, 2018 
 

Sunday,  December 23 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                      10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                           11:00 a.m.  

Monday,  December 24—Christmas Eve 

Church Offices closed 

Family Friendly Christmas Eve Service - Sanctuary                        5:00 p.m.  

Christmas Eve Service - Sanctuary                                                    9:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  December 25 - Christmas Day  

Alcoholics Anonymous - Fellowship Hall                                           5:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 26 
 

Thursday, December 27  
 

Friday, December 28  

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                         8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, December 29 
 

Sunday, December 30 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                      10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                           11:00 a.m.  

Handbell Rehearsal - Loft                                                                 11:30 a.m. 
 

Monday,  December 31 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                         8:00 p.m. 

 

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
December 23, 2018 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 



Order of Worship 

 
Gathering Hymns  
       Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear                                        #105 
       Away  in a Manger                                                        #124 
    
Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the pew. 
Visitors, please give your address and phone number and sign our guest 

book located in the Narthex.) 

 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Handbell Prelude       Christmas Medley        arr. Susan Mercy 
  
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 
                                           
Call to Worship         
L: Beloved, let us love one another. 
P: For love is of God and everyone who truly loves is a 
child of God. 
L: Come, let us worship God. 
               
*    Hymn              O How Shall I Receive You                    #102 
                

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 
Lighting of the Advent Candles 

Introduction 
Scripture 
Lighting the Candle of Love 
Unison Prayer 
O God, we thank you that Jesus showed your 
love for every person – babies and children, old 
people and young, sick people and those who 

 

The staff of the UCC, Midland wishes  
you a  

very Happy New Year! 
  

Roger Pancost,  

Jenn Ringgold, 

 Jim Hohmeyer,  

Edward Soehnlen 

Forum Discussion:   “The Evolution of Faith” Led by 
Rev. Pam Buchholz - Four Sunday mornings, January 6, 
13, 20 and 27 at 11:35 a.m. – 12:35 p.m. 

 

Maybe as a child or young adult you had a certain picture of 
God, but now find that picture has changed. Maybe you 
have a hard time believing in prayer or in things you think 
you are supposed to believe about Jesus.  

 

Quaker preacher and writer, Philip Gulley, has struggled 
with those questions and more and he explores his faith 
journey in the book, The Evolution of Faith. Our discussion 
will be based on recordings of talks given by Philip Gulley. 
He has a folksy way of speaking that is reminiscent of Gar-
rison Keillor. If you want to dig deeper, you may get Philip 
Gulley’s book, but it is not required. Come as often as you 
are able. High school youth are welcome too. Help us plan 
by signing up on the sheet across from the office. 

 

Notice to all board chairs, committee 
chairs, officers and staff members . . . 
Your 2018 Annual Reports are due in the 
church office by Monday, January 7, 2019.   

The poinsettias adorning the sanctuary were purchased by 
members of the congregation. Those who ordered plants 
may take them home following the Christmas Eve service 
at 9:00 p.m. There are protective sleeves available to pro-
tect plants from the weather, please find them on the table 
in the Old Kitchen for your use. 



 

The special offering for December is the  
Christmas Fund Offering (formerly Veterans of 
the Cross). The proceeds provide gifts to clergy 
and lay employees in all stages of their ministry 
to and through the United Church of Christ.    
Envelopes will be available on the tables outside the  
sanctuary doors during the month of December, please 
give generously. For more information, please go to the 
website at http://www.christmasfund.org. 

Please note: The church offices will be closed through the 
holidays. We will reopen on January 2, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. 
Email to janet@uccmidland.org will be monitored. 

Christmas Service at UCC - The United Church 
of Christ, Midland will offer two opportunities to 
worship on Christmas Eve. A family friendly wor-
ship service will take place at 5:00 p.m.  

 

 

Another service will be held at 9:00 p.m. This 
traditional service will include communion and music of-
fered by the choir.  
 
Both services will conclude with the lighting of candles and 
the singing of Silent Night. 

The Board of Christian Community is 
hosting their annual  cookie exchange 
(or excuse to unload extra holiday cook-
ies) during  Fellowship on December 30

th
, which will be in 

lieu of the traditional spread of snacks.  If you are a baker 
who loves making cookies this time of year looking for    
another excuse to bake, if you have a recipe you’ve really 
been wanting to try, or if you just have an abundance of 
holiday treats left over, feel free to bring them in.  After Fel-
lowship, the leftover treats are free to be taken home in mix
-and-match fashion.   

were strong, rich people and those who were 
poor. Come to us this Advent season, and give 

us love in our hearts for all people. Amen.                               

 

                 
Children’s Moment              Love            Rev. Pancost 
              
Order of Baptism 
     Congregational Response: We promise our love,  
     support and care. 
                                   
Anthem        Song of the Wise Men       Puerto Rican Melody 
  Handbells with marimba, cabasa, claves, cowbell, congas                      

              arr. Hart Morris      
 
Scripture                           
       Micah 5:2-5a                                   Pew Bible, page #805 
       Luke 1:39-55                          Pew Bible, pages #887-888   
 
Sermon   Who is your Elizabeth?    The  Rev. Roger Pancost 
                        
*    Hymn        My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise      #106         
 
 Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 



 
Offertory      Go, Tell It on the Mountain    Howard Helvey 
                            Bill Stokes, soloist                                     
 

* Doxology                                 #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*     Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 
*    Hymn       My Soul Gives Glory to My God           #119       
    
*    Benediction      

 

Postlude                       
 

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                     
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refresh-
ments after the service of worship. Church  
members are happy to greet you and answer 
any questions you may have. We hope you 
feel   welcome here! Refreshments provided 
by the Board of Christian Community. 

 

The child being baptized today is 
Elise Goebel. Her parents are 
Ashley and Ryan Goebel. Her 
brother is Dominic. Her godpar-
ents are Gordie and Veronica 
Gremel. 

  Acolyte: Liam Anderson 
  Liturgist: Kyle Bagnall 
  Advent Wreath: Quita and George Shier 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Reneé Turner 
  Rainbow Door Room:  

• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and    
Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing    
assistance system. Please ask an   
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of  today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

 

Hearing 
Assistance 

The Rainbow Door Room is available 
for infants and children age 3 and under. 
Families are invited to remain in worship 
with their babies, or are welcome to     

utilize the Rainbow Door Room space and listen to the 
service via the speaker system. 
 

After Children's Moments Children age 3 
and under are welcome in the sanctuary, or 
childcare is provided in the Rainbow Door 
Room across the hall. There will be a one 
room Sunday School for preschool through 
fifth grade meeting in the Red Door Room.  


