
Calendar of Events 
 

First Sunday in Advent                                                      December 3, 2017 
 

OWL Planning Team - Blue Door Room                                          8:30 a.m. 

Service of Worship                                                                          10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship  -  Baumann Fellowship Hall                                      11:00 a.m. 

Family Choir - Sanctuary                                                                11:15 a.m. 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal - Loft                                                    11:30 a.m. 

Board of Educational Ministries - Blue Door Room                    11:30 a.m. 
 

Monday,  December 4 

Deadline for Poinsettia Orders 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                     8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  December 5 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                        9:30 a.m.  

Adult Study Group - Parlor                                                              12:00 noon  

 

Wednesday, December 6 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                           7:00 a.m. 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                         12:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, December 7 

Music Committee - Parlor                                                                6:15 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                           7:00 p.m. 

Ski Patrol - Blue Door Room                                                           7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 8  

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                       8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, December 9  

Children & Youth Rehearsal - Sanctuary                                        
 

Sunday,  December 10 - Children & Youth Advent Program 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                   10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                        11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                   11:30 a.m. 

Youth Group Christmas - Parlor                                                       4:00 p.m. 
 

Monday,  December 11 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Christmas Party - Parlor                                                 5:00 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                     8:00 p.m. 

Don’t forget the UCC Women’s Annual Christmas cele-
bration! Sign up today. This year we will gather in the 
church parlor on Monday, December 11 at 5:30 p.m.   

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
December 3, 2017 

First Sunday in Advent 



Gathering Hymns 
 

       O How Shall I Receive You                                        #102 
      My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise      #106 
 
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 
 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 

 
Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
 
Prelude                     Still is the Night                Joseph Martin 

 

                               Peg and Bill Stokes 
 
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 
Introit                       African Noel                       André Thomas 
 
Call to Worship   
 

L:   Advent is a season of waiting: 
P:  waiting for the peace, joy, hope, and love of 

God to break into our lives anew. 
L:  We wait not because we do not know the story of 

Jesus. We wait because to wait is to expect some-
thing more.  

P: To wait is to expect that the story might enter 
our hearts and our world in new ways, to bring 
change for which we long.                     

 
*Hymn              Come, O Long-Expected Jesus               #122 
 

Order of Worship 

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments after the service of worship. 
Church members are happy to greet you and an-
swer any questions you may have. We hope you 
feel welcome here! Refreshments provided by the Board of 
Christian Community. 

 

The special offering for December is the Christ-
mas Fund Offering (formerly Veterans of the 
Cross). The proceeds provide gifts to clergy and 
lay employees in all stages of their ministry to and 
through the United Church of Christ. Envelopes 
will be available on the tables outside the sanctuary doors 
during the month of December, please give generously. For 
more information, please go to the website at http://
www.christmasfund.org. 

In early 2018, the Board of Educational Ministries will offer a 
three-part book discussion of Small Great Things by 
Jodi Picoult. The discussions will be led by Jen Vannette, 
and will meet January 21, 28 and February 4 at 8:30 a.m. 
in the UCC Parlor. This book, published in 2016, is a New 
York Times #1 Best-seller, and was chosen for the 2017 
National Network of State Teachers of the Year social jus-
tice booklist for high school and adult readers. Through a 
fictional story, the author tackles the challenging topics of 
prejudice, race, and justice. Participants should read the  
entire book prior to the first discussion group on January 21.   

 

There is a sign-up sheet for those interested in participating 
across from the office.  In order to provide adequate time to 
read the book, if you would like a book ordered for you by 
the church, please indicate that preference on the sign-up 
sheet before December 10 and books will be available 
starting December 17. Hardcover books are $18.00. This 
book is also available to purchase as an e-book, and there 
are multiple copies for checkout at Grace A Dow Memorial 
Library in both regular and large print. 



Hearing 
Assistance 

• It is important for everyone to use the 
microphone during Announcements 
and Joys and Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing    
assistance system. Please ask an usher for a re-
ceiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Nursery care for infants and toddlers is 
available in the Rainbow Door Room directly 
across the hall from the sanctuary. Please feel 
welcome to be with your child in the nursery if 
necessary. 

 

After Children’s Moments Children age three 
and under will meet in the Rainbow Door 
Room. There will be a one room Sunday 
School for preschool through fourth grade 
meeting in the Red Door Room. Fifth grade students and 
older will remain with their families in the sanctuary for 
communion. 

UCC Midland is again sponsoring a family 
this Christmas through Salvation Army's 
Adopt-a -Family program. We'll provide 

Kent and his four children ranging in age 
from 5 to 16 with a Christmas meal and gifts for each of 
them.  
 

Please look for the sign-up sheet to be posted soon in 
Fellowship Hall. Our congregation's generosity always 
makes this effort a fun one. We'll wrap the gifts together 
before they're delivered -- more information to be provid-
ed soon! 

Last chance to order poinsettias to adorn the sanctu-
ary! Order forms are available outside the church office. 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
Introduction 
Scripture    
Lighting the Candle of Peace 
Unison Prayer 

 

 O God, we thank you for all of the ways in  
which peace is shared. We pray that during 
this busy season, we will experience peace in 
our lives. As we receive, may we also share 
with those who are sick, hungry, lonely, or sad, 
so that they may also have peace. Amen. 

 
Children’s Moment     The Journey Begins        Rev. Pancost 
  
Anthem               Advent Meditation         Patrick M. Liebergen 

 

                     Incorporating Dona Nobis Pacem 
 
Scripture 
         Isaiah 64:1-9                                     Pew Bible page 643 
         Mark 13:24-37                                   Pew Bible page 882 
   
Sermon         Monkey and Cat          The Rev. Roger Pancost 
 
*    Hymn           We Hail You God’s Anointed                   #104 

                        
Prayers of the People 
The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 



 
Offertory                    But who may abide                        Handel                         
 

                         David King, Susan Mercy violin 
 
* Doxology           NCH (Black) #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*    Order of Communion 
Invitation  
Communion Prayer 
Sanctus 

 
Sharing of the Elements 

(Please hold the bread until all are serviced.  
You may drink the cup when it is received.) 

 
 

 
Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Ever Present God, we rejoice in all that we have 
received at this table. We give thanks for your 
abundant grace and the fellowship of those 
around us. Filled with renewed hope, we go back 
into the world to share your love with our words 
and actions. Amen   

 
*    Hymn         Go, My Children, with My Blessing              #82 
    
*    Benediction                 

 

  
*   Choral Response 
                           
Postlude                         Plein jeu                      J. F. Dandrieu 

 (We invite you to remain seated in silence.) 
 

We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

  

  Acolyte: Malachi Vannette 
  Liturgist: Michael O’Connell 
  Advent Wreath: Bob and Gwen Snyder 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Reneé Turner 
  SAFE Church Volunteer: Amy McDonald 
  Rainbow Door Room:  Hannah Rose 

The Children and Youth of the UCC, Midland will be 
sharing their Advent Program in worship on December 
10 at 10:00 a.m. On December 17, we will worship with a 
Music Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  


