
 

 

Calendar of Events 
First Sunday after Christmas                                              December 30, 2018 
 

Sunday,  December 30 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                      10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                           11:00 a.m.  

Alcoholics Anonymous Gathering - Fellowship Hall                        5:00 p.m. 

 

Monday,  December 31 

Church Offices closed 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Christmas Party - Fellowship Hall            5:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  January 1 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                           9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, January 2 
 

Thursday, January 3 
 

Friday, January 4 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                         8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, January 5 
 

Sunday, January 6 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                      10:00 a.m. 

Removal of the Christmas Tree and adornments following the worship 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                           11:00 a.m.  

Handbell Rehearsal - Loft                                                                 11:30 a.m. 

Adult Educational Opportunity - Blue Door Room                          11:35 a.m. 
 

Monday,  January 7 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                                   10:00 a.m.  

Worship Committee -  Parlor                                                              12:00 noon 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                           8:00 p.m. 

 

The staff of the UCC, Midland wishes you a very Happy 
New Year! 

                                                                 Roger Pancost,  

Jenn Ringgold, 

 Jim Hohmeyer,  

Edward Soehnlen,  

Janet Davis 

Please join the Board of Fine Arts on January 7,  imme-
diately following the service of worship to take down the 
sanctuary decorations and the Christmas tree. Many hands 
make the job go quickly. We hope to see you there! 

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
December 30, 2018 

First Sunday after Christmas 



Order of Worship 

 
Gathering Hymns  
       In the Bleak Midwinter                                                  #128 
       Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                      #144 
    
Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the pew. 
Visitors, please give your address and phone number and sign our guest 

book located in the Narthex.) 

 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude               Begin Sweet World                   Bill Douglas   
   
 We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 
                                           
Call to Worship   

 

L;  Men and women, old and young, together: Praise God and 
exalt the author of Life.  

P: Praise God in the highest heavens. Praise God, all 
dwellers of the earth.  

L: God commanded, and we were created. God sustains us 
and enables us to grow.  

P:  Praise God, all who seek to live in faithfulness. Glorify 
God’s name and join the loving community.  

L: Know that we are chosen by God, holy and beloved. We 
are called into one body, the church of Jesus Christ. 

P: Let us draw close to God and to one another. Let us 
join with all creation to worship God.       

                
*    Hymn                  The First Nowell                                #139 
                

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 

The Board of Educational Ministries is currently organizing 
OWL classes for Kindergarten through 6th grade.  Three 
different classes will be offered to serve the varied age 
groups:  Kindergarten-1st grade, 2nd-3rd grade, and 4th-
6th grade.   
 

Classes are open to anyone in the community who would 
like to attend, so please invite family members and friends 
with students in Kindergarten - 6th grade to join us.  See 
O.W.L. flyer for additional information regarding dates and 
times for each class. 
 

A {parent + student} informational meeting and pizza 
lunch will be held Saturday January 26, 2019 from 
12:00noon – 1:30pm p.m. in the UCC Fellowship Hall.  
Attendance at this meeting is required to participate in 
the classes this winter. 
 

An overview of topics to be covered will be presented on 
1/26/2019, as well as thoughtful activities for both parents 
and students to introduce the O.W.L. program and our 
teachers.   
 

To guarantee this program is accessible to all, there is no 
cost or materials required to participate at UCC, Midland.  
Resources used for classes will be available for purchase 
OR available to check-out for the duration of each class. 
 

Registration deadline is January 10, 2019, but class siz-
es are limited and will be closed once maximum num-
ber of students is reached. 
 
To RSVP or get additional O.W.L. information, contact Jenn 
Ringgold through the church office 631-1136 or email 
jenn@uccmidland.org.  More information about OWL can 
also be found on the church website at https://
www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/ 
 

 

mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org
https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/
https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/


 

The special offering for December is the  
Christmas Fund Offering (formerly Veterans of 
the Cross). The proceeds provide gifts to clergy 
and lay employees in all stages of their ministry 
to and through the United Church of Christ.    
Envelopes will be available on the tables outside the  
sanctuary doors during the month of December, please 
give generously. For more information, please go to the 
website at http://www.christmasfund.org. 

Forum Discussion:   “The Evolution of Faith” Led by 
Rev. Pam Buchholz - Four Sunday mornings, January 6, 
13, 20 and 27 at 11:35 a.m. – 12:35 p.m. 

 

Maybe as a child or young adult you had a certain picture of 
God, but now find that picture has changed. Maybe you 
have a hard time believing in prayer or in things you think 
you are supposed to believe about Jesus.  

 

Quaker preacher and writer, Philip Gulley, has struggled 
with those questions and more and he explores his faith 
journey in the book, The Evolution of Faith. Our discussion 
will be based on recordings of talks given by Philip Gulley. 
He has a folksy way of speaking that is reminiscent of Gar-
rison Keillor. If you want to dig deeper, you may get Philip 
Gulley’s book, but it is not required. Come as often as you 
are able. High school youth are welcome too. Help us plan 
by signing up on the sheet across from the office. 

 

Notice to all board chairs, committee 
chairs, officers and staff members . . . 
Your 2018 Annual Reports are due in the 
church office by Monday, January 7, 2019.   

Please join the Board of Fine Arts on nest Sunday, 
January 6 immediately following the service of worship to 
take down the sanctuary decorations and the Christmas 
tree. Many hands make the job go quickly. We hope to see 

 
*    Unison Prayer   
 

  Giver of gifts, amid the tall tinseled trees your 
light breaks through to the world. We hear that 
you have come to us in love and in flesh. 
Speak to us anew of that eternal love which 
reaches out to us in the birth of Jesus. Amen. 

            
*     Hymn           It Came Upon a Midnight Clear             #131 

                               

              
Children’s Moment                                              Rev.Winther 
                                  
Scripture                           
       1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26                     Pew Bible, page #233 
        Luke 2:41-52                               Pew Bible, page #890   
 
Sermon                Who is This Child?         Rev. Jean Winther                  
 

                                           
*    Hymn              Once in Royal David’s City                 #145 
 
 Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 



Offertory                      Open Sky                    Bill Douglas                                         
 

* Doxology                                 #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*    Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

 

God, receive these gifts - and give us open 
hands. Fill our lives - and give us open 
hearts. Touch us with your Word - give us 
open minds. Bless this church - and give us 
open doors. Amen.   

 
*    Hymn       Angels from the Realms of Glory          #126 
    
*    Benediction and Blessing   

 

Postlude       Allegro from F major sonata     G. F. Handel              
 

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                     
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

   
  Acolyte: Ellary Laverty 
  Liturgist: Matthew Vannette 
  Musicians: Sheree Clark Lovell & Grant Von Wald 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Al Harrow 

• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and    
Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing    
assistance system. Please ask an   
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of  today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

 

Hearing 
Assistance 

The Rainbow Door Room is available 
for infants and children age 3 and     un-
der. Families are invited to remain in 
worship with their babies, or are       
welcome to utilize the Rainbow Door Room space and 
listen to the service via the speaker system. 

 

After Children's Moments Children age 3 
and under are welcome in the sanctuary. 
There will be a one room Sunday School for 
preschool through fifth grade meeting in the 
Red Door Room.  

Please note: The church offices will be closed through 
the holidays. We will reopen on January 2, 2018 at 8:30 
a.m. Email to janet@uccmidland.org will be monitored. 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refresh-
ments after the service of worship. Church  
members are happy to greet you and answer 
any questions you may have. We hope you feel   
welcome here! Refreshments provided by the                               
Board of Christian Community. 

 


