
 

 

Calendar of Events 

 
Second Sunday of Advent                                                 December 9, 2018 
 

Sunday,  December 9- Children & Youth Advent Program 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                   10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                        11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                   11:30 a.m. 

Youth Group Christmas - Parlor                                                       4:00 p.m. 
 

Monday,  December 10 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Christmas Party - Parlor                                                 6:00 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                     8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  December 11 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                            9:30 a.m. 

Adult Study -  Parlor                                                                            12:00 noon 

Board of Christian Community - Parlor                                               7:15 p.m. 

Board of Deacons - Old Kitchen                                                           7:30 p.m. 

Board of Trustees - Blue Door Room                                                   7:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 12 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                                7:00 a.m. 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                              12:30 p.m. 

Board of Trustees - Blue Door Room                                                   7:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, December 13 

Choir Rehearsal - Loft                                                                            7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 14 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                           8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, December 15  
 

Sunday, December 16 - Music Sunday 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                        10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                             11:00 a.m.  

Handbell Rehearsal - Loft                                                                    11:30 a.m. 
 

Monday,  December 17 

Paint & Palette - Fellowship Hall                                                       10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                          8:00 p.m. 

Christmas Service at UCC - The United Church of Christ, Midland will 
offer two opportunities to worship on Christmas Eve. A family friendly   
worship service will take place at 5:00 p.m. 
 

The traditional service at 9:00 p.m. will include communion and music    
offered by the choir.  
 

Both services will conclude with the lighting of candles and the singing of 
Silent Night. 

   Peace 

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
December 9, 2018  

Second Sunday of Advent 
Children & Youth Advent Service of Worship 



Order of Worship 

 
Gathering Hymns  

O Radiant Christ Incarnate Word                                 #168       
Now Is the Time Approaching                                      #609 
 

Welcome to Worship - Brandon Geib 
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the pew. 
Visitors, please give your address and phone number and sign our guest 

book located in the Narthex.) 

 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude  - Sam Ringgold, tenor saxophone   

 

                                           Ballade                                     Gee 
  
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 
 

Lighting the Advent Candles - The Fergin Family                   
Introduction 
Lighting the Candle of Peace 
Unison Prayer 
God, we turn to you for the peace that we cannot 
find by ourselves. Open our ears to hear the 
prophets of old and the prophets in our midst. 
Lead our feet in the ways of peace, that we may 
walk more closely with you. Through the Prince 
of Peace, we pray. Amen.  

 

Musical Offering  - Red Door and Orange Door Students 

 

                           Advent Waiting          Seasons of the Spirit  
                 
 
 
                           

 

The choir is excited to present their     
Christmas music offering called The 
Glory Of Christmas, written by Lloyd 
Larson, on December 16 during the 
morning worship service. The work is in 
eight parts with narration by Kyle and 
Jenny Bagnall. The congregation will 
be  invited to join in singing      sections 

of the work. We look forward to celebrating the joy of 
Christmas music with you on the 16th! 

Our joy at Christmas is a response to God’s 
promise of new life through the birth of Jesus. 
Prepare the way for the celebration of Jesus’ 
birth!   
 

The special offering for December is the 
Christmas Fund Offering (formerly Veterans of the 
Cross).  The proceeds provide gifts to clergy and lay      
employees in all life stages of their ministry to and through 
the United Church of Christ. We can do nothing more to 
prepare the way for better days than follow God’s example 
in caring and providing for those in our midst who are    
experiencing the greatest need. Envelopes will be availa-
ble on the tables outside the sanctuary doors during the 
month of December, please give generously. For more  
information, please go to the web site at http://
www.christmasfund.org. 

 

Notice to all board chairs, committee chairs, officers 
and staff members . . . Your 2018 Annual Reports are due 
in the church office by Monday, January 7, 2019.   

The January newsletter deadline will be Tuesday,       
December 18. Due to time constraints, late submissions 
will appear in the February edition of the publication, if 
timely. 



• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing    
assistance system. Please ask an   
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of        
today’s hymns are available for your 
use. Please ask  an usher  for  a copy.  

 

• Audio CD’s of the worship service and  
     a CD player may be borrowed from the office.  
 

• The church website is updated weekly and      
contains worship bulletins, sermons, calendars, 
newsletter and other offerings. Please visit 
www.uccmidland.org  

Hearing 
Assistance 

Today, the Youth Group will host 
their annual Christmas Party for 
6th-12th graders from 4:00 - 5:30 
p.m. in the parlor. Friends are    
always welcome!  Looking forward 
to holiday themed snacks, a     
special devotional time in the sanc-

tuary, and the highly anticipated gift exchange!  Each 
youth should bring an anonymous, small, new, wrapped 
gift worth $5.00 or less.  If you have any questions, see 
Jenn Ringgold or Rev.  Roger  Pancost. 

As the holidays approach, how better to enjoy the season 
than with UCC women at their annual Christmas cele-
bration! This year we will gather in the church parlor on 
Monday,  December 10 at  6:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin board across the hall from the church 
office. If you have questions please contact Amy McDonald 
at amycmu@yahoo.com or call 989-506-3734. Sponsored 
by the Board of Christian Community. 

 
 
Opening Litany - Charlotte Ault 

 

                              Prayer of St. Francis (adapted)           
 

L: Where there is hatred, 
P: Let me sow love  
L: Where there is injury,  
P: Let me give pardon 
L: Where there is doubt,  
P: Let me have faith 
L: Where there is despair,  
P: Let me bring hope 
L: Where there is darkness,   
P: Let me shine a light  
L: And where there is sadness,  
P: Let me offer joy  
All: Lord make me an instrument of your peace 
                
*    Hymn                         O for a World                              #575 
                

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 

Unison Prayer - Gabe Vannette                     
                                                                         Matthew Crebbin 
 

Dear Jesus, we dream of a world where we 
learn war no more. We desperately pray for 
peace. Give us compassion, give us patience, 
give us understanding. Give us the courage to 
stand up for what we believe. When we feel we 
have given all we can to bring peace to this 
world, help us to remember the life you led by 
example. Give us the faith to continue to serve 
you and our neighbors. This Advent, give us an 
overwhelming intention of hope, peace, joy, and 
love. Amen 
 
 
 



 
         {  I wish… } 
 
Introduction - Gabe Vannette 
 
First Letter - Owen Gornicki 
 
Musical Offering - Rainbow Bells 

 

                             Let There Be Peace on Earth     
 

Second Letter  - Kathryn Ault 
 

Prayer - Green Door Room  
 
Scripture Reading - Sofia Berlanga   

  

     Micah 4:3-4  
 
Third Letter  - Zoren Berlanga  
  
Musical Offering - UCC Church Family Choir with  
                  Emilia Teed, flute and Zoren Berlanga, bells           
 

                                                                                          I Wish for Peace                        Gagne  
                           

(There will be no Sunday School today -  
     Children are to remain in worship,  

seated with their families.)   
 

Prayer - Sam Ringgold and Marc Tipler  
 

                              Project Ploughshares              Jack Knox 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  
 
 
 
 

Orange Door 
(First – Second grade) 

 

Leah Balawender 
Christopher Baldwin 
Conner Christopher 
Elise Christopher 
Haley Ferris 
Liam Hahn 
Evan Knizacky 
Henry Madsen 
Quinn Pancost 
Lillyen (Lily) Stacy 
Andrew Strobel 
Kai Truitt 
 
 
 
 

Red Door 
(Preschool – Kindergarten) 

 

Kellan Anderson 
Ryan Balawender 
Addisyn DiMuro 
Caroline Fergin 
 
Rainbow Door 
(infants and toddlers) 

 

Dominic Goebel 
Elise Goebel 
Oliver Hahn 
Ruth Madsen 
Max Madsen 
Elijah Olivares 
Alexis Strobel 
Oliver Sun 
Grace Ward 

  Peace 



UCC Children & Youth 
Advent Worship Participants 

Blue Door and Youth 
(Sixth – Twelfth Grade) 

 

Liam Anderson 
Charlotte Ault 
Kathryn Ault 
Sofia Berlanga 
Zoren Berlanga 
Brady Beson 
Brandon Geib 
Owen Gornicki 
Ava Hohmeyer 
Ellary Laverty 
Kristopher Mercy 
Izaac Ringgold 
Sam Ringgold 
Emilia Teed 
Lucy Teed 
Marc Tipler 
Gabe Vannette 
 
 

Green Door 
(Third – Fifth grade) 

 

Spencer Beson 
Bella Brennan 
Taryn Brennan 
Conner DiMuro 
Sera DiMuro 
Cristina Geib 
Saeda Holty 
Lilliana (Lily) Knizacky 
Kelton Kyro 
Ainsley Laverty 
Eli Mitchell Webb 
Andrew Olivares 
Elaina (Lainey) Ringgold 
Ryan Stacy 
Braeden Truitt 
Malachi Vannette 
Dustin Wright 

     Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 
Invitation to Offering of the People - Izaac Ringgold   
 
Offertory - Kathryn Ault, Saxophone      
 

                                       O Holy Night                            Adam 
  
* Doxology                                      #780 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*    Unison Prayer of Dedication - Brandon Geib     

 

                                                                                              UCC Resources                         Sue Blain   

           

Holy God,  
We long for peace, and we trust in your      
promise; we hear your call to turn toward you, 
to change our lives and welcome you in.  Fill 
our minds with wisdom and our hearts with 
your peace. Open us up to the challenge of 
your dream of wholeness for all.   Let our gifts 
point to your presence in the world, and further 
your dream for the world. Through Jesus,             
Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen     

 

 



Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments after the service of worship. 
Church members are happy to greet you and  
answer any questions you may have. We hope 
you feel welcome here! Refreshments provided            

   by the Board of Christian Community. 

   

 
 

  Acolyte: Cristina Geib  
  Advent Wreath: Danielle, Ben and Caroline Fergin 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
 Family Choir Accompanist: Sheree Clark Lovell, pianist 

  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Reneé Turner 
  Rainbow Door Room:  Laurie Bledsoe 
 

Child care for infants and toddlers is available in the 
Rainbow Door Room directly across the hall from the 
sanctuary. Please feel welcome to be with your child in 
the nursery if necessary. 
 

*    Hymn         Called as Partners in Christ’s Service     #495 
    
*    Benediction - Marc Tipler 
                                        
Postlude                        Pastorale                Domenico Zipoli  

 

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                     
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 
    
                                     

As I worked to plan this service, I desired to find a way 
to connect our VBS efforts to know our Caribbean 
neighbors with the themes of Advent. The inspiration for 
today, comes in the form of excerpts from letters in the 
VBS curriculum, and the name of the organization we 
raised funds for with our VBS offering { IWISH }     
http://iwishfoundation.org/ 
 

Planning a Children and Youth worship service is an 
exciting adventure in seeing the Spirit move to help 
bring everything together. Music, scripture, and         
resources fall into place; the gifts and talents of many 
individuals are highlighted; and the children and youth 
have an occasion to lead and teach.   
 

I am so grateful for every child of God in this congrega-
tion.  I am especially thankful to the families of the    
children and youth participating today - for sharing each 
of them with all of us. They are inspiring.  They are 
smiles and laughter.  They are loved.  They are the  
reason we wish for a more peaceful world. 
   

In these shortest days of the year, and with our current 
world news, it can seem like we are surrounded by 
darkness. In juxtaposition to the literal and figurative 
dimness we may feel, Advent incites us to progressively 
add more light. Today, our children and youth point us 
towards the hope, peace, joy, and love of God.  May we 
work diligently to guide them with love, support, and 
care to bring about the world that God envisions. 
 

This is my Advent wish...  Jenn 
 

http://iwishfoundation.org/

