
 

Calendar of Events 

 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany                                        February 11, 2018 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                10:00 a.m. 

Soup Luncheon                                                       Immediately following 

Annual Meeting       

OWL - Blue Door Room                                                       2:00 - 4:00 p.m.                           

Youth Group - Parlor                                                           4:00 - 5:30  p.m. 
 

Monday, February 12 

Paint & Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                 8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  February 13 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                   9:30 a.m. 

Adult Study Group - Parlor                                                        12:00 noon 

Worship Committee - Pastor’s Study                                         6:30 p.m. 

Board of Deacons - Old Kitchen                                                 7:30 p.m. 

Board of Trustees - Blue Door Room                                         7:30 p.m. 
                    

Wednesday, February 14 - Ash Wednesday 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                     7:00 a.m. 

Bible Study - Blue Door Room                                                  12:30 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday Service - Sanctuary                                         7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, February 15 

Fundraising Committee - Pastor’s Study                                  4:00 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal - In the loft                                                        7:00 p.m. 

Ski Patrol - Blue Door Room                                                       7:00 p.m.  
 

Friday, February 16 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                 8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, February 17 

OWL Contemporary Issues Retreat                               9:00 a.m.—12 noon 

Midland Area Homes Furniture Pick-up                                    9:00 a.m.  
 

Sunday, February 18  

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  

OWL Contemporary Issues Retreat                                  1:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Monday, February 19 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
February 11, 2018  

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
 



Order of Worship 

Gathering Hymns  
      Come, Let Us Join with Faithful Souls                           #383 
       I Am the Light of the World                                           #584 
 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 
 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude    Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart   Mark Hayes 
                                  (Morecambe)                          arr. Wagner 
             
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 

 

Choral Introit            Dance with the Spirit          Jim Strathdee 
                                                     
Call to Worship             
 

L: We come to this time of worship open to the light of 
God’s love. 

P: The light that shone at the creation of the         
universe. 

L: The light shared through the words of ancient    
prophets. 

P: The light revealed in Jesus’ acts of compassion. 
L:  The light that has sustained followers of Jesus for 

two thousand years. 
P: The light that inspired the founders of this 

church. 
L:  The light that burns brightly in the hearts of those 

gathered in this place. 

 

 

   ASH WEDNESDAY 

   Introduction to “Open the Door” Council Circle 
   practice 

   Daily Discipleship Pilgrimage to Reflection 
   Spaces 

   Exploration of  pain/suffering  Energy arts (Tai 
   Chi) with Steve                                                          

   Exploration of  abandonment Journaling  
   practice with Helen 

    Expressing Divine Love in the world Lectio 
   Divina practice 

   MAUNDY THURSDAY Dramatic readings,  
   Tenebrae,  and communion; Taize style.                                                                                   

      EASTER SUNDAY 

   Post-Easter encounters with Jesus; dramatic 
   readings 

   Beholding practice Orange Door Room 



Here’s a preview of  the 2018 Lenten program: 
 
Wednesday, February 14         7:00 PM             
 
Wednesday, February 21           6:00 PM             
          
                                                                  
Wednesday, February 28                  6:00 PM             
          
 
Wednesday, March 7                         6:00 PM              
          
 
Wednesday, March 14                       6:00 PM            
          
                                                                                    
Wednesday, March 21              6:00 PM          
          
                                                                                    
Thursday, March 29                           7:30 PM              
          
                                                                                    
Sunday, April 1                                 10:00 AM                 
 
Sunday, April 8                                 10:00 AM            
          
                                                                                     
Ongoing throughout Lent                                    
                                                                                     
COME ‘OPEN THE DOOR’ WITH US! 

*    Hymn     We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding      #182 
              

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

*    Unison Prayer              
 

O God, who meets us on the mountaintop of joy 
and in the valley of despair, we seek your bless-
ings upon this service of worship. May those 
who are feeling despair, find hope. May those 
who are seeking answers, receive greater clarity. 
May those who are filled with joy, be inspired to 
sing with abandon. May those who are feeling 
down, find comfort. Be with us in all of our many 
needs. Amen.         

 
Children’s Moment    Why do I wear a stole?    Rev. Pancost 
                                                                                            
Anthem                  Slow Me Down, Lord                  Spevacek 
                                  Bill Stokes, soloist 
      
Scripture                    
 2 Kings 2:1-14                            Pew Bible, pages 319-320 
      Mark 9:2-9                                           Pew Bible, page 876 
 
Sermon           Passing the Mantle       Rev. Roger C. Pancost 
    
             

  
*     Hymn              They Did Not Build in Vain                   #373 
                                                                                                
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 



  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 
Offertory    Meditation on Spirit of God   Charles Callahan 
                                   (Morecambe) 
 

* Doxology                                 #780 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*     Prayer of Dedication    
 
*    Hymn    For the Faithful Who Have Answered      #384 

 
*    Benediction  
     
*    Choral Response         
 
Postlude     You Shall Go Out with Joy   Douglas Wagner 

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                                             
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

  Acolyte: Lainey Ringgold 
  Liturgist: Mary Haslam 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Reneé Turner 
  Rainbow Door Room: Hannah Rose 
  SAFE Church Volunteer: Al Harrow 
   

Our special offering for the month of February is 
for the Church World Service Blankets     
Program. Some 8,000 congregations and 
groups across the U.S. provide funds to help 
people in need around the world. These needs 
include: 

 

Blankets, tents, food and other emergency    
supplies in the wake of a disaster 
Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to 
replant their fields 
Wells for families living in drought prone areas to 
provide clean, safe water to drink and to irrigate 
crops and gardens 
Literacy training and microcredit for women 
struggling to realize their potential. 
 

For more information about the CWS Blankets Program, 
please visit the web site at http://cwsglobal.org/
get‑involved/cws-blankets/. If you would like to make a 
contribution, there are envelopes on the tables outside the 
sanctuary doors. Please place a note on the information 
line of your check and drop it into the offering plate. Thank 
you! 

The Juliets will meet on Tuesday, February 
20th at 1:00 p.m. at the Big Boy in Midland. We 
hope you can make it. All are welcome. If you 
have any questions, please contact Sue Rhodes 
or Sondi Geminder. 
 

The February gathering of the ROMEOs will be 
at The Midland Burger Company, assuming they are 
ready for business in their new restaurant. They are on 
Ashman right next to Expresso Milano. We’ll gather at 
1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 20th. 

http://cwsglobal.org/getinvolved/cws-blankets/
http://cwsglobal.org/getinvolved/cws-blankets/


Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments after the service of       
worship. Church members are happy to greet 
you and answer any questions you may have. 
We hope you feel welcome here! Refreshments  
provided by the Board of Educational Ministries. 

Subject:  Where are the offering envelopes? 
 

Mea culpa!  A previous survey led the Finance Team to 
believe we may not need offering envelopes, so we didn’t 
order them. Based on your request for them, we were 
wrong.  Our apologies.   
 

To that end, we have placed an order for offering     
envelopes for 2018.  They should be here in 2-3 
weeks.  We will get them labelled, put out for you to pick 
up and send out a note to the congregation.   
 

In the meantime, you can use any old offering envelopes 
you may have or any regular envelope.   
 

On another note, by now, you should have received your 
end-of-year (2017) Financial Statements via US mail 
and electronically (on January 7th), if we have a correct 
email address for you.   
 

For those of you who have email, we also send monthly 
electronic statements, the last one of which was for 
January 2018. 
 

If you any questions, please feel free to contact any of the 
Financial Officers.  Thank you. 

The February meeting of the UCC Book Club 
will be held at Thiele’s home on Monday, Febru-
ary 12 at 7:00 p.m. The book being discussed is 
The Lightkeepers by Abby Geni. Come join us. 

• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and      
Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing       
assistance system. Please ask an     
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

The United Church of Christ, 
Midland will hold its Annual 
Meeting today following the 
service of worship. The        
purpose of this meeting will be 
to receive annual reports, vote 
on the 2018 operating budget, 

install officers and board members, and other church   
business. Please plan to attend, a quorum is needed and 
your input is important! Childcare will be provided.  

 
Prior to the Annual Meeting, the Board of      
Educational Ministries will be helping our 
Youth Group to provide a Soup Luncheon 
Fundraiser. The meal will be served as     
people enter the Fellowship Hall for the    
meeting.  A free will offering will be taken for 
the lunch, and all proceeds will be utilized to 
send youth to the Great Lakes Regional Youth Event in 
Elmhurst, Illinois July 5-8, 2018. This is an exciting oppor-
tunity for our youth to help serve this congregation, and   
also meet up with hundreds of other UCC youth to worship, 
learn, and serve together.  Your help to make this trip   
possible is greatly appreciated! 



The Rainbow Door Room is available for  
infants and children age 3 and under.      
Families are invited to remain in worship with 
their  babies, or are welcome to utilize the 
Rainbow Door Room space and listen to the 
service via the speaker system. 

 

After Children's Moments Sunday School   
classes meet in the Education wing. Each    
classroom has a brightly painted door to         
designate it’s participants! Red Door is for four 
year olds, preschoolers, young fives,                
kindergartners and first graders. Green Door is 

for 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders. Fifth through ninth grade stu-
dents have a class in the Blue Door Room. Children age 3 
and under are welcome in the sanctuary, or childcare is 
provided in the Rainbow Door Room across the hall.  

The Board of Educational Ministries is working to update 
the process for training volunteers to work in Sunday 
School, provide care in the Rainbow Door Room, and be 
roaming SAFE Church Volunteers. This will include a new 
online safety course, as well as the prerequisite online 
background check. After the stewardship moment related 
to SAFE Church, we had several people express interest in 
helping. Please be patient as we work to facilitate a better 
training process. We will reach out to all those who have 
volunteered as soon as the new system is up and running. 
Thank you for helping in all the ways you are able to make 
UCC, Midland as safe as it can be for all those who come 
here to worship and learn. 

Correction:  The calendar in the February edition of the 
church newsletter incorrectly shows a Pysanki workshop on 
February 24. The actual date of the workshop is Saturday, 
March 24th from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall. Please note this correction on your calendar! 

Trays, totes, and Tupperware! Are you missing any of 
these or other items? Check in the upper cupboard near 
the bulletin board in the kitchen. In order to improve clean-
ing and function, we are no longer using kitchen counter-
tops to store personal and unclaimed items. Thank you! 

We extend a warm welcome to 
anyone interested in joining the 
United Church of Christ, Midland. 
We will receive new members on 
Sunday, February 25, during the 
10:00 a.m. service of worship. 

Please speak with Reverend Pancost if you are interest-
ed in joining the church at this time. 

Save the date! The annual all church fund raiser will be 
Sunday, April 29, beginning at 4:30 p.m. This year’s 
event, which is titled Movie Magic, will include fun activi-
ties for children, a silent auction, a live auction, and     
dinner. Auction items are always needed and can include 
hand-made items, experiences, services, gift cards, toys, 
the use of vacation properties and food. If you have any 
questions about this event please speak with one of the 
committee members: Beverly Curnutt, Janet Davis, Karen 
Harner, Amy Hutchinson, Amy McDonald, Roger        
Pancost, or Ellie Schroeder. 

Coming Soon . . . 

Don’t Miss . . .Movie Magic 


