
Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
February 25, 2018  

Second Sunday in Lent 



Order of Worship 

Gathering Hymns  
      Thank Our God for Sisters, Brothers                             #397 
      We Are Dancing Sarah’s Circle                                     #501 
 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 
 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude                                                       S. Coleridge-Taylor   
                         Andantino from African Dances opus the 58                                                                                             
   Susan Mercy violin            
             
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 
                                           
Call to Worship   
 

L: Throughout our lives we enter through many doors, 
P: the doors where we reside,  
L: the doors of the homes of family members and 

friends,  
P: the doors of educational institutions and places 

of employment, 
L: the doors of restaurants and stores, 
P: the doors of our vehicles. 
L: Of all the doors we enter none is more important than 

the doors that led us into this space. 
P: In this space we find ourselves in the loving 

community of this church. 
L: In this space we encounter the living God.           

 
*    Hymn             Enter, Rejoice, and Come In                    #73 
               

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.)       

               Easter Plants Order Form 
  On Easter Sunday, we would like to adorn the 

front of the sanctuary with colorful spring      

flowers. This year you have your choice of plants 

including three colors of tulips or azaleas. If you 

would like to order a plant, please indicate your 

selection(s), complete this form, attach your    

payment and place it in the offering plate or drop 

it off in the church office.  

 

            Plants will be available to take home or deliver to a 

friend immediately following the Easter service of worship. 

 
 

           Tulips $8.00 each             Azaleas $13.00 each 

              Red ___           White ___  

              Pink ___            Pink ___  

              Yellow ___                           Red ___ 

Person (s) placing this order  ______________________ 

 

 In memory of _____________________________ 

 

                                     _____________________________ 

  In honor of   ______________________________ 

              ______________________________ 

 To the Glory of God ________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my payment for ___ plants at $8 each for  

tulips and $13 each for azaleas ___ for a total of 

$________.  Deadline for orders is Wednesday,      

March 14. Make checks payable to United Church of 

Christ and list plants in the memo line. 

 



 

Calendar of Events 

 
Second Sunday in Lent                                                February 25, 2018 

New Member Sunday 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m. 

7-9 OWL– Blue Door Room                                               1:30 - 4:00 p.m.  

Youth Group—Bowling                                                       4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, February 26 

Paint & Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                 8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  February  27  

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                   9:30 a.m. 

Adult Study Group - Parlor                                                        12:00 noon 
                    

Wednesday, February 28 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                     7:00 a.m. 

Bible Study - Blue Door Room                                                  12:30 p.m. 

Lenten Series                                                                               6:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 1 

Music Committee - Parlor                                                           6:30 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal - In the loft                                                        7:00 p.m. 

Ski Patrol - Blue Door Room                                                       7:00 p.m.  
 

Friday, March 2 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                 8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, March 3 
 

Sunday, March 4 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  

7-9 OWL– Blue Door Room                                               1:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Monday, March 5 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
*    Unison Prayer                       Seasons of the Spirit       

 

God, as we worship you today, open our hearts 
to those around us. 
 

May we see your faithfulness in each age and 
stage of our neighbors. 
 

In this season of Lent, may we remember the 
promises you made to all generations - past, 
present, and future. Amen.       

 
Children’s Moment               The Door            Rev. Pancost 
 
Order for the Reception of New Members 
     

                Church Covenant (Read in Unison) 
 

This congregation covenants to acknowledge 
God’s claim upon its life; to search unceasing-
ly for God’s truth as it is revealed to              
humankind; to endeavor to live our lives as set 
forth in the living example of Jesus Christ; to 
establish a Christian fellowship with which to 
serve God and humanity; and to promote 
peace and unity throughout the world. 
 

This congregation covenants to maintain this 
church by actively sharing in its life through 
prayer, worship, study, and work, always  
seeking to fulfill the purpose for which it was 
organized. 

                                      
Handbell Anthem          Were You There                 Spiritual  
                                                                     arr. Susan Mercy 
Scripture                    
 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16                        Pew Bible, page 12 
 Psalm 22:23-31        New Century Hymnal page 632- 633 
      Mark 8:31-38                            Pew Bible, pages 875-876 



Sermon        What a Covenant!         Rev. Roger C. Pancost 
    

              
*     Hymn        Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation       #400 
                                                                                                
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 

Offertory                A Time for Everything                     Hayes 
                               Bill Stokers, soloist 
 

* Doxology                                      #780 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*     Prayer of Dedication    
 
*    Hymn          Blessed Be The Tie that Binds               #393 

 
*    Benediction       
 

Save the date! The 
annual all church 
fund raiser will be 
Sunday, April 29,   
beginning at 4:30 
p.m. This year’s 
event, which is titled 
Movie Magic, will   
include fun activities 

for children, a silent auction, a live auction, and dinner. 
Auction items are always needed and can include hand-
made items, experiences, services, gift cards, toys, the use 
of vacation properties and food. If you have any questions 
about this event please speak with one of the committee 
members: Beverly Curnutt, Janet Davis, Karen Harner, 
Amy Hutchinson, Amy McDonald, Roger Pancost, or Ellie 
Schroeder. More information may be found in the upcoming 
March newsletter. 

 

Coming Soon . . . 

Movie Magic 

The 2018 giving envelopes have arrived and anyone with 
a number under 100 will find them in the fellowship hall. If 
any questions arise, please feel free to contact the church 
office at your convenience. Thank you! 

Today, Youth Group 
will meet in the UCC 
Parlor at 4:00 p.m. for 
a Bowling 'Winter Fun' 

Activity.  Roger and Jenn will transport students to Valley 
Lanes and order pizza to eat while we bowl from 4:30-5:30 
p.m.  An adult will need to come into Valley Lanes to pick-
up youth at 5:30 p.m.  There is no cost for this event.  All 
youth and friends in grades 6-12 are always welcome to 
join in, but please make sure to RSVP to Jenn by 12:00 
noon, so we can have adequate transportation.   



Are you wondering about your Door, and 

how you might deepen your spiritual life 

in the busy-ness of modern life? Our next 

Lenten program, Wednesday, February 

28 at 6:00 p.m., focuses on the topic of 

daily discipleship. A spiritual buffet of 

practices from many faith traditions will be 

offered in a pilgrimage that will take us to 

the furthest    corners of our church building. We invite you 

to sample from our buffet and take home with you those 

practices that speak to your heart. Come a few minutes 

early and behold the painting in the Orange Door room. 

Watch for changes in the wreath on the sanctuary altar 

door and  revelations behind the doors on the bulletin 

board. Have you visited the Lenten blog site and read 

comments by our members and friends? Perhaps you 

might offer your own reflections. In this season of prayer 

and preparation for Easter, we invite you to remain awake 

to all the ways you might open your Door. 

Save the Date and join the 
Board of Christian Community 
on Saturday, March 10 at 9:30 
a.m. at the NCG Theatre for the 
movie A Wrinkle in Time. The 
movie is a Walt Disney Pictures 
science fantasy adventure film and follows a young girl 
who sets off on a quest, with the help of three astral    
travelers, to find her father, who went   missing after     
discovering a new planet.  The film is rated PG. The cost 
is $5.00 per person and envelopes will be available near 
the church office. Payments are needed in advance and 
due by March 5. If paying by check please make them 
payable to UCC and write movie on the memo line. Enve-
lopes are available near the church office and can be 
placed in the Administrative Assistant’s file in the commu-
nications bin. 

  Acolyte: Ellary Laverty 
  Liturgist: Mary DuBuis 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Al Harrow 
  Rainbow Door Room: Sarah Gorman 
  SAFE Church Volunteer: Steve Ringgold 

Postlude                                                           Charles Ore 

 

   Thy Strong Word Did Cleave the Darkness (Ebenezer) 
   

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                                             
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

 
 
 
 
 

Jan Baumgras 
3903 Nottingham Terrace 
Midland, MI 48642 
 
Jeni and Mark Balawender 
Leah and Ryan 
3658 Julie Ann Drive 
Midland, Michigan 48642 
 
Kathy and David Carr 
808 Scenic Drive 
Midland, MI 48642 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science_fantasy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adventure_film


• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and      
Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing       
assistance system. Please ask an     
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellow-
ship Hall for a time of fellowship and refresh-
ments after the service of worship. Church mem-
bers are happy to greet you and answer any 
questions you may have. We hope you feel wel-

come here! Refreshments are provided by the Board of 
Educational Ministries. 
 

The Rainbow Door Room is available for  
infants and children age 3 and under.      
Families are invited to remain in worship with 
their  babies, or are welcome to utilize the 
Rainbow Door Room space and listen to the 
service via the speaker system. 

 

After Children's Moments Sunday School   
classes meet in the Education wing. Each    
classroom has a brightly painted door to         
designate it’s participants! Red Door is for four 
year olds, preschoolers, young fives,                

kindergartners and first graders. Green Door is for 2nd, 
3rd and 4th graders. Fifth through ninth grade students 
have a class in the Blue Door Room. Children age 3 and 
under are welcome in the sanctuary, or childcare is provid-
ed in the Rainbow Door Room across the hall.  

Our special offering for the month of February is 
for the Church World Service Blankets     
Program. Some 8,000 congregations and 
groups across the U.S. provide funds to help 
people in need around the world. These needs 
include: 

 

Blankets, tents, food and other emergency    
supplies in the wake of a disaster 
Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to 
replant their fields 
Wells for families living in drought prone areas to 
provide clean, safe water to drink and to irrigate 
crops and gardens 
Literacy training and microcredit for women 
struggling to realize their potential. 
 

For more information about the CWS Blankets Program, 
please visit the web site at http://cwsglobal.org/
get‑involved/cws-blankets/. If you would like to make a 
contribution, there are envelopes on the tables outside the 
sanctuary doors. Please place a note on the information 
line of your check and drop it into the offering plate. Thank 
you! 

An updated Church directory is being prepared for publica-
tion at the end of February. Everyone with email is being 
sent a request for review. Those who don’t use email 
please check your current directory and let us know of any 
changes. Your help is appreciated. 

Today, Youth Group will meet in the UCC Parlor at 4:00 
p.m. for a Bowling 'Winter Fun' Activity. Roger and Jenn 
will transport students to Valley Lanes and order pizza to 
eat while we bowl from 4:30-5:30 p.m. An adult will need to 
come into Valley Lanes to pick-up youth at 5:30 
p.m.  There is no cost for this event.  All youth and friends 
in grades 6-12 are always welcome to join in, but please 
make sure to RSVP to Jenn by 12:00 noon, so we can 
have adequate transportation.   

http://cwsglobal.org/getinvolved/cws-blankets/
http://cwsglobal.org/getinvolved/cws-blankets/

