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    Volume 20, Issue 1 January 2018 Newsletter 

From Your Pastor…  

 

Since September a group of individuals have met weekly at our church to discuss Richard Rohr’s 
book, Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life. Although this book was written for 
people in the second half of life (however you wish to define that), it has wonderful insights for 
people of all ages. In chapter ten of this book Rohr states that he believes that the Eight            
Beatitudes speak to people in the second half of life much more than the Ten Commandments. He 
goes on to say, “I have always wondered why people never want to put a stone monument of the 
Eight Beatitudes on the courthouse lawn.” (p. 119) 

This is a wonderful question to ponder as we enter into a new year. What would life be like if   
people of all ages strove to live out the Eight Beatitudes found in the fifth chapter of the Gospel 
According to Matthew?  

What does it look like to believe that those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be filled? 
Would this belief give greater courage to those who have been taken advantage of by others? 
Would it call into action those who can offer support and encouragement? 

What does it mean to be merciful? Would we be more understanding of the mistakes made by 
others? Would we strive to build people up, rather than make judgments against them? Would we 
be better at forgiving ourselves? 

What does it mean to be a peacemaker? Would we work to create greater justice for those who 
are denied human rights? Would we offer solutions in addition to our critiques? Would we help to 
mediate between people with differing opinions? 

Jesus taught that living this way can put you at odds with the powers and principalities of the 
world. In a ninth beatitude Jesus says, “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.”  Jesus goes on to say, “Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.” I don’t know what a heavenly reward is, but I do know that it is a blessing to 
following in the way of Jesus…the way of righteousness, mercy and peace. 

My best to you in the New Year! 

Roger                                                                       

The Budget Reconciliation Meeting will take place on Saturday, January 13, 2018 in the parlor.  
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Inside this issue: 

Joys & Concerns 
Our thoughts and prayers are with . . .  

• Jennifer Sequin whose father, Joe Sequin, passed 

away on November 30.  

• Willie Diesen’s sister, Stella, passed away on Decem-

ber 16.  

• Connie Thiel who fractured her fibula on November 30.  

• Lynn and Sandy Weimer whose son, Jeffrey Weimer 

passed away on November 30, 2017. 

January  

Lectionary Texts 

 

January 7  
Genesis 1:1-5  
Psalm 29  
Acts 19:1-7  
Mark 1:4-11  
 
January 14  
1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20)  
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
1 Corinthians 6:12-20  
John 1:43-51  
 
January 21  
Jonah 3:1-5, 10  
Psalm 62:5-12  
1 Corinthians 7:29-31  
Mark 1:14-20  
 
January 28  
Deuteronomy 18:15-20  
Psalm 111  
1 Corinthians 8:1-13  
Mark 1:21-28  
 

Thank you!  

Thanks to everyone who contributed to make this Christmas a special 
one for our Adopt-a-Family! Due to your generosity, we were able to 
provide gifts for six family members and groceries for a Christmas 
meal. A special thanks goes out to all the “elves” who helped wrap 

gifts after church on December 17th. Your sharing has deeply affected this family, who is truly 
grateful for the Christmas provided by UCC! 

Join the Board of Fine Arts 
on January 7th, immedi-
ately following the service 
of worship to take down 
the sanctuary decorations 
and the Christmas tree. 
Many hands will make the 
job go quickly. We hope to 
see you here! 
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December Benevolence Giving 

Ushers Needed, Please Help! 

Some things at church seem to happen without a thought. Teams of 

ushers, each scheduled by a coordinator, serve UCC on a rotating basis 

throughout the year. This simple ministry may seem small, but is critically 

important to each Sunday worship service and a rewarding way to serve 

your congregation. We’re looking for ushers to help a team that will serve 

this February, June and October. If interested, please contact Kyle Bagnall 

at kwbagnall@gmail.com or by calling (989) 859 -4475. 

This Month’s Special Offering Helps Children 

The special offering for January is for Crossroad Child and Family Services. Crossroad is a not-for-
profit treatment provider for emotionally troubled children and their families. Crossroad delivers: 

HOPE – Many children with emotional and behavioral difficulties get help, healing, and hope from 
Crossroad. 

VALUES – Children who go to Crossroad learn to value themselves and others.  Values provide 
the solid ground children need as they become “valuable adults”. 

STABILITY – For many years judges, educators, social service professionals, and parents have 
turned to Crossroad for help with troubled children. Crossroad has become the rock of certainty 
for its children and those who love and care about them. 

Referrals to Crossroad are made by agencies such as the Office of Family and Children, the Department 
of Education and the Department of Correction (in Michigan, Indiana and Ohio). Crossroad also receives 
referrals from juvenile courts, health professionals, and families. Crossroad helps youth (ages 6 to 21) 
not only by treating those who live on the campus in Fort Wayne, Indiana, but by helping children and 
the families who live at home and visit the campus. It also has special services for special kids such as 
those with medical needs or who are developmentally disabled. Crossroad employs about 150 counse-
lors, teachers, therapists, housekeepers, cooks, groundskeepers, chaplains, nurses, and others. 

Crossroad programs are helping to create futures for children and our financial support is needed. To 
make a contribution, please put a note on the information line of your check and drop it in the offering 
plate or turn it in at the church office. Gifts will be collected throughout the month of January.  For more 
information about Crossroad, its history, programs and services, please visit the web site at 
www.crossroad-fwch.org.  

 

 Thank you, 

Matthew Christianson  

Benevolence Committee  

http://www.crossroad-fwch.org
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January 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 New Year’s 

Day 

2  

9:30 a Staff Meeting 

7 p Fine Arts 

3 

10 a Paint & Palette 

4 

6:15 p Music  

        Committee 

7 p Choir  

        Rehearsal 

7 p Ski Patrol 

5 

Annual Reports 

are Due 

 

8 p AA 

6 

12 n OWL  

Orientation for 

parents and stu-

dents 

7  

10 a Worship  

Removal of tree and 

decorations 

11 a Fellowship  

11:30 a Handbell  

           Rehearsal 

4 p Youth Group 

8 

10 a Paint & Palette  

 

8 p AA  

9 

9:30 a Staff Meeting 

12:30 p Adult Study  

6:30 p Worship 

7:15 p Christian 

Comm 

7:15 p Deacons  

7:30 p Trustees  

10 

7 a Bible Study  

12 n Bible Study  

11 

 

 

7 p Choir  

      Rehearsal 

7 p Ski Patrol 

12 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

13 

9 a Budget  

Reconciliation  

14 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  

11:15 a Educational 

Ministries 

11:30 a Handbell 

Rehearsal 

1– 4 p Sledding 

15 M L King Day  

Offices Closed  

10 a Paint & Palette 

16  

9:30 a Staff Meeting  

12:30 p Adult Study  

7:15 p Church   

Council 

17 

7 a Bible Study  

12 n Bible Study  

18 

 

7 p Choir  

      Rehearsal 

7 p Ski Patrol 

19 

 

6 p OWL Retreat 

8 p AA 

20 

9a OWL 

218:30 a Small Great 

Things Discussion 1 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  

1:30 p OWL 

22 

 

10 a Paint & Palette  

 

8 p AA  

23 

9:30 a Staff Meeting  

12:30 p Adult Study  

24 

7 a Bible Study  

12 n Bible Study  

25 

 

7 p Choir  

      Rehearsal 

7 p Ski Patrol 

26 

 

 

8 p AA 

27 

 

4 - 8 p Youth 

Group prepare & 

serve dinner at 

Open Door 

28 8:30 a Ed Opp. 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  

1:30 p OWL 

3 p Social Concerns  

     Film 

29 

 

10 a Paint & Palette  

 

8 p AA  

30 

9:30 a Staff Meeting  

12:30 p Adult Study  

31 

7 a Bible Study  

12 n Bible Study  
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From the Director of  Educational Ministries 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2018!!!!!! 

 
 
Sun 12/24 Family Christmas Worship – no Sunday School/childcare          10:00 a.m. 
Sun 12/24 Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship               9:00 p.m. 
Sun 12/31 One Room Sunday School                         10:00 a.m. 
SAT 1/6 Parent & Student OWL meeting + pizza lunch                      12:00 noon -1:30 p.m. 
Sun 1/7 Youth Group – Parlor                 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
SAT 1/13 Budget Reconciliation Meeting – Parlor                         9:00 a.m. 
Sun 1/14 Board of Educational Ministries Planning Meeting            11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m. 
Sun 1/14 Sledding at City Forest with Board of Christian Community             1:00-4:00 p.m. 
FRI 1/19 7-9 OWL – Parlor                             6:00-9:00 p.m. 
SAT 1/20 7-9 OWL – Blue Door                  9:00 a.m.- 12:00 noon 
Sun 1/21 Small Great Things Book Discussion 1                          8:30 a.m. 
Sun 1/21 7-9 OWL – Blue Door                  1:30-3:30 p.m. 
SAT 1/27  Youth Group – prepare and serve dinner at Open Door             4:00-8:00 p.m. 
Sun 1/28 Small Great Things Book Discussion 2                          8:30 a.m. 
Sun 1/28 7-9 OWL – Blue Door                  1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Sun 1/28  Homelessness Discussion with Social Concerns Committee              3:00-6:00 p.m.  
Sun 2/4 Small Great Things Book Discussion 3                          8:30 a.m. 
Sun 2/4 SOUPER Bowl of Caring - special offering collection                      10:00 a.m. 
Sun 2/4 7-9 OWL – Blue Door                  1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Sun 2/11 Youth Group RYE Soup Luncheon Fundraiser                       11:00 a.m. 
Sun 2/11 Congregational Annual Meeting – Fellowship Hall            11:15 a.m. 
Sun 2/11 7-9 OWL – Blue Door                  2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Sun 2/11 Youth Group – Parlor                  4:00-5:30 p.m. 
SAT 2/17 7-9 OWL – Blue Door                  9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 
SAT 2/17 OWL Parent Contemporary Issues Discussion                                   9:00 a.m. 
Sun 2/18 7-9 OWL – Blue Door                  1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Sun 2/25 7-9 OWL – Blue Door                  1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Sun 2/25 Youth Group Winter Fun Activity - TBD                           4:00 p.m.-TBD 

 
 

During Winter Break there will be NO Sunday School or Childcare during worship on Christmas 
Eve, Sunday, December 24.   
 

There will be a One-Room Sunday School for preschool – 5
th
 grade on Sunday, December 

31st.  
 
 

Regular Sunday School classes will resume on January 7, 2018 for the Red and Green Door 
Rooms, and on January 14th for Blue Door Room. 

 
The Youth Group will once again rally for the Souper Bowl of Caring in 2018.  Youth will meet at 
the church at 4:00 p.m. on January 27 to prepare food to take and serve at Midland’s Open Door for din-
ner at 6:00 p.m.  Youth will be working out additional ways to encourage food and financial contributions 
for our neighbors in need, so please watch your January bulletins for additional information. There will 
also be a special Souper Bowl of Caring Offering taken on Sunday, February 4th – Super Bowl Sunday! 
Thank you for your support. 
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Our Whole Lives is back in 2018 
 
Our Whole Lives {O.W.L.} is a positive, comprehensive, and age-appropriate sex-
uality educational    program. The goal is for trained O.W.L. teachers to work with 
parents and form a meaningful partnership for positive and responsible sexuality 
education. We start at age five, with the belief that sexuality is a lifelong process 
of acquiring information and forming attitudes and values about identity and rela-
tionships, intimacy and health. 
 
OWL classes will begin in January 2018.  We are running an entirely new class 

and curriculum for students in Grades 7,8, and 9. This program has many more sessions than classes 
we have run previously, and the OWL Team has determined a ten-week plan including three weekend 
retreats. For detailed calendar of OWL dates and content – contact Jenn Ringgold.   
 
Classes are open to anyone in the community who would like to attend, so please invite family members 
and friends with students in 7

th
, 8

th
, and 9

th
 grade to join in. 

 
A {parent + student} informational meeting and pizza lunch will be held Saturday, January 6 from 
12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m. in the UCC Parlor.  Attendance at this meeting is required to participate in 
the classes this winter. 
 
An overview of topics to be covered will be presented, as well as thoughtful activities for both parents 
and students to introduce this higher level O.W.L. program and our teachers. There is no cost or materi-
als needed for the 7-9 grade sessions. 
 
To RSVP or get additional O.W.L. calendar and content information, contact Jenn Ringgold through the 
church office 631-1136 or jenn@uccmidland.org 

 
 
 
 
 
Small Great Things Book Study Opportunity 

 
The Board of Educational Ministries will offer a 3-part book discussion of Small Great Things by 
Jodi Picoult. The discussions will be led by Jen Vannette, and will meet January 21, 28 and     
February 3 at 8:30am in the UCC Parlor. This book, published in 2016, is a New York Times #1 
Best-seller.  Through a fictional story, the author tackles the challenging topics of prejudice, race, 
and justice. Participants should read the entire book prior to the first discussion group on January 
21.   
 
A round of books have been purchased and distributed for those who asked for them, but partici-
pation in the class is always open to anyone who would still like to read the book and join in. The 
book is available to purchase as an e-book, there are multiple copies for checkout at Grace A Dow 
Memorial Library in both regular and large print, and additional copies can still be ordered by con-
tacting Jenn Ringgold. 



 7 

Christian Activism 
Part 2 of 3 

 
How wonderful it is that nobody needs to wait a single moment before starting to change the 
world. - Anne Frank 
 
There may be times when we are powerless to prevent injustice, but there must never be a time 
when we fail to protest. - Elie Weisel  
 
We are not to simply bandage the wounds of victims beneath the wheels of injustice; we are to 
drive a spoke in the wheel itself. - Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
                                                             _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
In the first of a series of three articles on Christian Activism which appeared in the December 
Newsletter, we were asked to think about issues of social justice and discrimination in the con-
text of our faith and UCC’s 3 Great Loves Initiative: love of neighbor; love of children; and love 
of creation. We were also asked to reflect on how we can make these loves manifest in the 
world.  
 
Making love manifest requires action of some sort. We’ve all heard the joke about the woman 
who complained that her husband didn’t love her because he never said so. When asked why 
he didn’t, he said, “If I changed my mind, I’d tell her.” Likewise, we often assume that people 
will know where we stand because we belong to UCC, to the Republican or the Democratic par-
ty, or other organizations such as Kiwanis or Rotary. “If I change my mind, I’ll drop out of that 
organization.” 
 
 In James, 2:14-17 it says, “…What use is it for a man to say he has faith when he does nothing 
to show it?….If it does not lead to action, it is in itself a lifeless thing.” In Matthew 7: 15-20 we 
read, “Beware of false prophets, men who come to you dressed up as sheep while underneath 
they are savage wolves. You will recognize them by the fruits they bear….A good tree always 
yields good fruit, and a poor tree bad fruit….And when a tree does not yield good fruit it is cut 
down and burnt. That is why I say you will recognize them by their fruits.” Perhaps the most 
compelling example of the need to be socially active is found in the life of Jesus himself. He not 
only professed his faith, but he also demonstrated his teachings in his everyday actions. 
 
There are so many issues and concerns in the world today, and each of us has limited amounts 
of time, energy, money, and other resources. Rev. Pancost’s sermon on November 26 refer-
enced writing from Jim Wallis of Sojourners.* While all of the points made in the sermon are 
germane to our journey to discover how to be socially active, three are particularly relevant for 
our focus right now. 
 

 * Ask yourself what in the world today most breaks your heart and offends your sense 
of justice. Decide to help change that.  
 
* Get to know your political representatives at both the local and national level. Study 
their policy decisions and examine their moral compass.  
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Continued from page 5… 
 

* The difference between events and movements is sacrifice. This is also the true 
meaning of religion and social change. Ask yourself what is important enough for you to 
give your life to and for. 

 
The work of moving from fear to acting on our beliefs is difficult, but it can also be one of the 
most rewarding journeys we can undertake. Take this month to meditate and pray on these 
points. Once you’ve identified those issues which are of most importance to you, examine what 
might be holding you back from taking action on them.  

 
*Are you afraid of looking foolish? 
*Are you concerned that people won’t take you seriously? 
* Do you feel that you don’t have enough knowledge on the subject? 
* Are you unsure as to how to go about speaking up and speaking out?  
* Are you reluctant to draw attention to yourself?  

 
In the February Newsletter we will talk more about how to move ourselves from fear or reluc-
tance to take action by looking at a spectrum of risk. We will also discuss some concrete steps 
we can take to become actively involved in work to address social concerns.  
 
In the meantime, we want to hear from you. We would particularly be interested in hearing what 
you see as your own stumbling blocks to action, as well as your thoughts on the topic of     
Christian activism overall. 
 

Sarah Gorman and Barb McGregor for the Social Concerns Committee 

 
 *Wallis, Jim. On God’s Side: What Religion Forgets and Politics Hasn’t Learned About Serving the Com-
mon Good, Brazos Press, 2013  

 
 
 

 

The United Church of Christ, Midland will hold the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on  Sun-
day, February 11, 2018.  The Board of Educational Ministries will be holding a soup lunch be-
tween worship and immediately before the Annual Meeting.  

The purpose of this meeting will be to receive annual reports, vote on the 2018 operating budg-
et, install officers and board members, and any other church business. Please plan to attend, 
your input is important!  Childcare will be provided. 
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Financial Summary 

Stewardship Update 

As of December 18, 2017, we have received $292,081.00 in pledges from 89 pledge cards! 

Octavia Cabey, Assistant Financial Secretary 
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                              Lofty News 

What a fun season! The choir (both handbell and singers) are now relaxing after a fun season of       
performing for the worship services in December. A week of well deserved respite to all! Although the 
loft will be empty for a week or so, the choir will be rehearsing new worship music on January 4 and the 
Handbell choir will be back in rehearsal on January 7.  All are welcome to participate according to ability 
and interest. 

If you have suggestions of music you want to hear for your worship service, feel free to send them to 
me at jim.hohmeyer@gmail.com and I will do my best to accommodate your request. 

I hope the Holidays brought you much cheer and warmth. 

See you in the loft! 

Jim Hohmeyer, 

The Loft Meister  

Are you a seeker? 

In a life that is often more routine than reflective, Lent invites us to stop for awhile and reflect 
about what is going on in us. We might wonder about who Jesus and God are for us, and how 
we might deepen our sense of the dynamic undercurrent of life. Symbols, rituals, and practices 
put us in touch with meaning and mystery and are doorways between the inner and outer 
worlds. They can help us move beyond the ordinary and into the sacred. 

Why embark on a spiritual path? Some may be feeling a sense of emptiness or limitation, chas-
ing external goals endlessly. Others may feel separate and incomplete or are driven by a desire 
to push the boundaries and expand their consciousness. Some are simply seeking peace, relief 
of suffering, or a greater appreciation of life. Connecting with the knowledge that we are part of 
something much larger can increase our balance and connection with the larger rhythms and 
energies that offer stability to our lives. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14
th
 and concludes with Easter on April 1

st
. During 

those six weeks we invite you to Open the Door with us, and begin a personal journey to deep-
en your divine consciousness. We will explore the contemplative practices of many faith tradi-
tions with the intention of actively experiencing spaces beyond thought. Mysticism is about    
experiencing the divine, not figuring it out, and we intend to offer a buffet of spiritual practices. 
Some of these practices may not speak to you, while you may feel a great attraction for others. 
That is why there are different paths, to match seekers of different temperaments. Our hope is 
that you will invest in this journey as we draw inward and ponder the doorway to our divine    
nature. The program will take place on Wednesday evenings, beginning February 21

st
, from 6-8 

PM in fellowship hall. We will begin with dinner and a freewill offering, followed by the program. 
Childcare will be provided.  

Are you a seeker? 

Come Open the Door with us. 

Rev. Dr. Carl Gillett and Sheree Clark Lovell, co-leaders 

mailto:jim.hohmeyer@gmail.com
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Parent + Student  
Required Meeting 

Saturday, January 6 from noon - 1:30 p.m. 
(Lunch Provided) 

 
Opening Retreat 

Friday, January19 -  6:00-9:00 p.m. 
    Saturday, January 20 -  9:00 a.m. - noon 
     Sunday, January 21 -  1:30-3:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday Afternoon classes begin at 1:30 p.m.  

 and run January 21 through March 25  
 

 
 
 

There is no cost to participate 
There are no required materials 

 
To register, please contact Jenn Ringgold by December 31 

jenn@uccmidland.org or (989) 631-1136 
 

Detailed class calendar will be provided at the meeting on January 6 or emailed upon request 

 

Our Whole Lives  
7

th
 – 9

th
 Grade Class 

 

United Church Of Christ, Midland 
4100 Chestnut Hill Drive 

Midland, MI 48642 

Our Whole Lives is a comprehensive,     
kindergarten through adult sexuality        

education curriculum series. It provides 
youth with accurate information on sexual 

health, human development, sexual        
behavior, relationships, and personal skills 
in a supportive setting. O.W.L. also helps 

encourage conversations and healthy   
communication between parents and youth. 

 

This class will be for  
students in grades 7-9. 

 
https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/ 

mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org
https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/
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Jo Warner    January 2  

George Shier   January 8  

Jeff Tomalia   January 8  

Steve Tobey   January 9  

Malachi Vannette   January 9  

Mary Haslam   January 10  

Rachael Christianson  January 11  

Quita Shier    January 15  

Deborah Hawkins   January 15 

Kellan Anderson   January 16  

Audrey Pioch   January 20  

Sue Rhodes   January 20  

Nan Heffel    January 23  

Helen Anderson  ` January 25  

Cristina Geib   January 28  

Matthew Christianson  January 29  

 

 

January  Birthdays 

 Book Club  

On January 8 we will meet at 
Connie Parkhurst’s home to     
discuss A Gentleman in Moscow 
by Amor Towles.  

February 12 at the home of Allan 
Thiele we will be reviewing The Lightkeepers by 
Abby Genlin.  

On March 12, our book will be Black Elk by Joe 
Jackson and a host is needed.  

BOOK SALE 
 

The books that the Social Con-
cerns Committee has for sale 
are now back on their shelves in 
the Fellowship Hall. They are  
arranged and labeled by catego-
ry, so it should be much easier to find what 
you are looking for.  We are always happy 
to receive new contributions to our collec-
tion.  We do ask a  couple of things if you 
have books to contribute. Please don’t put 
them on the selves; instead, please leave 
them in the office with Janet and she will let 
us know.  Please do not contribute paper-
backs that are so old the edges of the pag-
es have turned brown. Just drop those in 
your      recycle bin. Please do not turn in 
college and graduate school text books. 
They do not sell here, but the library will be 
glad to take them off your hands. 
 
Thanks to all who have contributed book, to 
those of you who will be contributing and to 
those who have supported us  by buying 
books,  and now….time to go shopping! 

Newsletter Deadline 

is the 18th day of 

each month! 

Bulletin Deadline is 12:00 noon each Wednesday! 
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We’re on the web! 

www.uccmidland.org  

Tel: 989-631-1136 

Fax: 989-631-3840 

E-mail: janet@uccmidland.org 

4100 Chestnut Hill Drive  

Midland, Michigan 48642-6206 

The Lunch Bunch 

 

The Juliets will meet on Tuesday, January 16th at Laskos at 1:00 
p.m. We hope you can join us there. If you have any questions, 
please contact Sue Rhodes or Sondi Geminder. 

 

The Romeos will meet at Mancino’s, 301 South Saginaw in Midland 
at 1:00 p.m. on January 16. 

All are welcome to join us! 


