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    Volume 21, Issue 1 January 2019 Newsletter 

 

In last month’s newsletter I wrote about files that I keep in my office that people may not be aware of. 
No, these are not secret files having to do with the actions of our church members. They are files 
having to do with funeral preparations and extended family members. I also shared where the “secret 
bathrooms” are located in the church building. This month I would like to share some information 
about service projects that you may not be aware of. 

One of the projects that I coordinate involves picking up furniture for Home to Stay, (formerly Midland 
Area Homes.) Home to Stay assists Midland County residents obtain and sustain stable housing 
through education, advocacy and support services. Every Saturday volunteer crews pick up donated 
furniture and deliver it to the Home to Stay warehouse. This furniture is then distributed, free of 
charge, to people in our community. Our church provides a team four times a year. If you are inter-
ested in helping to pick up furniture please contact me. If you are interested in donating furniture  
contact Home to Stay at (989) 496-9550. 

A service project coordinated by Sheree Clark Lovell takes place monthly at the Shelterhouse Resale 
Shop, 1830 South Saginaw Road. Volunteers from our church help to sort and hang clothing. The 
money that is raised through the Resale Shop supports the work of Shelterhouse, which is a non-
profit organization committed to providing safety, shelter, advocacy and counseling to survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual assault. Service dates are posted in the bulletin and in the newsletter. 
A sign-up sheet is located across from the church office. 

An ongoing way to support people in our community involves donating non-perishable food items. 
There is a basket located near the church office where food is collected. Bruce Lovelace makes sure 
that this food is delivered to the SAMS Food Pantry on a regular basis. Other volunteers from our 
church assist at the food pantry. In January our Youth Group does a special food collection that is 
part of a national endeavor called Souper Bowl of Caring.  

Another project that I coordinate for our church is One Week/One Street Saginaw. Each year volun-
teers from the region convene on a street in Saginaw and help to renovate homes. The 2019 project 
will take place June 24-28 in the area around Loomis Elementary School. Our church will send volun-
teers Monday and Tuesday of that week. 

These are just four of the many ways that the members and friends of this church honor God through 
their service to the greater world. I celebrate the many ways in which you volunteer through our 
church, as well as through a number of other organization. 

 

Peace, 

Roger                                                                       

From Your Pastor…  
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Inside this issue: 

Joys & Concerns 
• Our thoughts and prayers are with Deb Boots whose 

mother, Barbara Sovereen, died on December 9th. 

• We welcome Kay Rochlitz as a new member to the 

United Church of Christ, Midland.  

• We celebrate with Ashley and Ryan Goebel the      

baptism of their daughter, Elise, on December 23. 

January  

Lectionary Texts 

January 6 - Epiphany  

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  
Ephesians 3:1-12  
Matthew 2:1-12 
 

January 13  

Isaiah 43:1-7  
Psalm 29  
Acts 8:14-17  
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
 
January 20  
Isaiah 62:1-5  
Psalm 36:5-10  
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11  
 
January 27  
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  
Psalm 19  
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a  
Luke 4:14-21 

The Budget Reconciliation Meeting will take place on Saturday, January 12, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.  in 

the parlor.  

Adopt-a-Family a Huge Success this Year 

Once again, UCC, Midland Has come through with incredible generosity for 
our two adopted families this year. Thank you so much for the many gifts 
and practicial items (soap, paper towels, etc.) you provided. We sponsored 

two single mothers, one with five children and one with three children. They are very grateful for your 
thoughtfulness and care during the Christmas season. Many thanks also to the Board of Deacons for 
providing gift cards to local groceries for their holiday. 

Join the  
Board 
of Fine 
Arts on 
January 

6th      
immediately 

following 
the service 
of worship 

to take 
down the 

sanctuary  decorations 
and the Christmas tree. 

 Many hands will make the 
job go quickly.  

 
We hope to see you here! 
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January Benevolence Giving 

 

This Month’s Special Offering Helps Children 

The special offering for January is for Crossroad Child and Family Services. Crossroad is a not-for-

profit treatment provider for emotionally troubled children and their families. Crossroad delivers: 

HOPE – Many children with emotional and behavioral difficulties get help, healing, and hope from 

Crossroad. 

VALUES – Children who go to Crossroad learn to value themselves and others.  Values provide 

the solid ground children need as they become “valuable adults”. 

STABILITY – For many years judges, educators, social service professionals, and parents have 

turned to Crossroad for help with troubled children. Crossroad has become the rock of certainty 

for its children and those who love and care about them. 

Referrals to Crossroad are made by agencies such as the Office of Family and Children, the Department 
of Education and the Department of Correction (in Michigan, Indiana and Ohio). Crossroad also receives 
referrals from juvenile courts, health professionals, and families. Crossroad helps youth (ages 6 to 21) 
not only by treating those who live on the campus in Fort Wayne, Indiana, but by helping children and 
the families who live at home and visit the campus. It also has special services for special kids such as 
those with medical needs or who are developmentally disabled. Crossroad employs about 150 counse-
lors, teachers, therapists, housekeepers, cooks, groundskeepers, chaplains, nurses, and others. 

Crossroad programs are helping to create futures for children and our financial support is needed. To 
make a contribution, please put a note on the information line of your check and drop it in the offering 
plate or turn it in at the church office. Gifts will be collected throughout the month of January.  For more 
information about Crossroad, its history, programs and services, please visit the web site at 
www.crossroad-fwch.org.  

 

 Thank you, 

Matthew Christianson  

Benevolence Committee  

The United Church of Christ Midland welcomes new members when an individual expresses an interest 
in joining. There are currently a number of people who wish to become members and so a new member 
Sunday will be scheduled for late January. Please speak with Reverend Pancost if you are interested in 
joining the church at that time. 

Are You Interested in Joining? 

http://www.crossroad-fwch.org
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January 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 New Year’s Day 

 

 

 

5 p AA New Year’s 

Open House  

2 

Church offices  

resume normal 

hours 

3 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

6 Epiphany 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

11a Undecorating 

11:35a Adult Oppor-

tunity 

4p Youth Group 

7 

10 a Paint &  

Palette  

12 n Worship 

    Committee  

 

 

 

8p AA 

8 Annual  Report  

 Deadline  

9a Staff Meeting 

12 n Adult Study 

1:30 p Fine Arts  

7:15 p Christian 

Community  

7:15 p Deacons  

7:30 p Trustees  

9 

7a Adult Study 

12:30 p Adult Study 

 

 

5:30 p B. Curnutt 

10 

OWL Registration  

Deadline 

6:15 p Music   

Committe 

 

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8p AA 

12 

9a Budget  

Reconciliation 

Service Saturday  

Shelterhouse 

 ReSale  

2p - 4 p 

4p - 6p  

 

13 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

11:15 a BOEM  

11:35a Adult Oppor-

tunity 

14 

 

10 a Paint &  

Palette  

 

7p Book Club at 

Swinehart’s  

8p AA 

15 

 

9a Staff Meeting 

12 n Adult Study  

 

 

7:15 p Church  

      Council  

16 

 

7a Adult Study 

11 a Caregiving  

     Ministry Team 

12:30 p Adult Study 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

18 

Newletter Dead-

line 

 

 

 

 

 

8p AA 

19 

20 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

11:35a Adult Oppor-

tuity 

21 MLK Jr. Day  

 

Offices closed 

 

 

 

8p AA 

22 

 

9a Staff Meeting 

12n Adult Study 

23 

 

7a Adult Study 

12:30 p Adult Study 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

8p AA 

26 

 

 

12p OWL Parent  

Orientation and 

Lunch 

27 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

11:35a Adult Oppor-

tunity 

12n 4-6grade OWL 

28 

10 a Paint &  

Palette  

 

8p AA 

29 

 

9a Staff Meeting 

12n Adult Study  

30 

 

7a Adult Study 

12:30 p Adult Study 

 

31 

 

 

 

7 p Choir Rehearsal 
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By-laws Vote 

 Further to the report by the UCC Midland 2018 Study Group, presented at the congregational meeting 
on November 11, 2018, the Study Group will ask for a vote to suspend one section of the church           
By-laws, at the Annual Meeting on February 17, 2019.  The purpose of the suspension is to permit a test 
of the plan to elect the Treasurer for a 3-year term and to modify the terms of the other financial officers 
during the transition period accordingly.  The by-laws article concerned appears below, with the          
language to be suspended indicated in bold italic type. 

 

A RTI CLE VI I I  OFFI CERS  

Section A.   Enumeration, Election and Terms of Office 

1. The officers shall be a Moderator, Moderator-Elect, Past-Moderator, Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant 
Treasurer, Financial Secretary, and Assistant Financial Secretary. They shall be elected by the member-
ship at the Election Meeting and shall take office at the close of the Annual Meeting. 

2. All officers shall be elected for terms stated herein or until their successors are duly qualified and   
installed. They shall be eligible for reelection to a second term after which they shall be ineligible for the 
same office for one year. The Moderator-Elect shall be elected annually for a three-step three year term, 
serving as Moderator-Elect for the first year, and as Moderator the second year, and as Past-Moderator 
the third year. The Secretary shall be elected for a term of two years. An Assistant Treasurer shall be 
elected annually for a two-step two year term, serving as Assistant Treasurer for the first year 
and as Treasurer for the second year. An Assistant Financial Secretary shall be elected annually for a 
two-step two year term, serving as Assistant Financial Secretary for the first year and as Financial    
Secretary for the second year. 

 

The United Church of Christ, Midland will hold the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on     
Sunday, February 17, 2019.  The Board of Educational Ministries will be holding a soup lunch 
between worship and immediately before the Annual Meeting.  

The purpose of this meeting will be to receive annual reports, vote on the 2019 operating 
budget, install officers and board members, and any other church business. Please plan to 
attend, your input is important!  Childcare will be provided. 
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From the Director of  Educational Ministries 

Happy New Year Friends!! 

 

I’m excited to share with you about my recent trip to San Diego to gather with colleagues who are part of 
the National Organization of Wider Church Youth Ministry within UCC.  This amazing group of youth 
leaders work within their conferences to organize and advocate for youth programming beyond their lo-
cal churches.  NOWCYM has many members who are on the planning teams for Regional and National 
Youth Events, work with Youth@Synod, and champion events for youth in their associations, states, 
conferences, and at area church camps.  It was an energizing time to meet with others who are involved 
in this dynamic work.   

 

I have mentioned in the past how important I believe it is for youth to experience church as the love, sup-
port, and care of their local church AND have opportunities to fellowship and worship with others who 
experience church differently than they do.  The opportunities I have had over the last year to help en-
courage youth to attend GLRYE 2018, and the first ever Youth@Annual Meeting for the MI Conference, 
have been amazing.  Through being a part of planning these programs, I have been able to advocate for 
our UCC, Midland youth to participate too!  I absolutely love seeing the relationships formed, the light-
bulb moments, the shared experiences, and the expanding definition of church for our youth. 

 

A large portion of our time at the NOWCYM gathering was spent discussing wider church applications 
for Our Whole Lives, and how youth leaders can help to promote this programming and make it more 
accessible for UCC congregations.  I am ever more grateful to this congregation for its support of the life 
changing O.W.L. curriculums.  Sexuality education, more so than any other topic I have yet to come 
across, has intersections with so many justice issues:  Gender, Race, Healthcare, Consent, Equality, 
Poverty…  the implications of weaving our faith stories with the values of respect, relationship, and re-
sponsibility…  the impact of teaching all people about self worth, sexual health, wholeness, and inclusivi-
ty… the value of O.W.L. is truly immeasurable.    

 

I am really looking forward to our upcoming OWL classes for Kindergarten - 6th graders here at UCC, 
Midland, but I am also excited to think of new and innovative ways to bring concepts found in OWL to 
other individuals in our congregation, AND to work with the MI Conference to encourage the creation 
and implementation of Our Whole Lives programming in more places throughout the state.  OWL has the 
indescribable ‘power to inspire acts of kindness performed that can perfect or repair the world’ ~ Tikkun 
Olam 

 

Jenn 

 

“Both religion and sexuality heal the split between ourselves and the universe.  We discover that we are indeed ‘part of 

everything’ and one with the mystery of life.” ~ Dorothee Soelle 
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Upcoming 2019 Adult Educational Opportunity 
 

Discussion of Philip Gulley’s “Evolution of Faith”   

 Four sessions led by Rev. Pam Buchholz 

Sunday mornings 

11:35 a.m. – 12:35 p.m.  
 

In the United Church of Christ we believe that God is still speaking, that we can still find new inspiration 
both within scripture and beyond it. Maybe as a child or young adult you had a certain picture of God, 
but now find that picture has changed. Maybe you have a hard time believing in prayer or in things you 
think you are supposed to believe about Jesus.  

Quaker preacher and writer, Philip Gulley, has struggled with those questions and more. Join us on 
Sunday mornings when we’ll listen to the delightful Gulley as he shares insights from his own faith jour-
ney. Gulley has a folksy way of speaking that is reminiscent of Garrison Keillor. We’ll take about 20 
minutes or so to listen to portions of his talks each week, pausing for discussion along the way. If you 
want to dig deeper, you may get Philip Gulley’s book, “Evolution of Faith”, but it is not necessary for the 
class. Come as often as you are able. High school youth are welcome too.  

 

Jan. 6  Dumping Your Theological Baggage  Blue Door Room 

Jan. 13 Wondering About God   Old Kitchen 

Jan. 20 Jesus & Jesus-Types    Blue Door Room 

Jan. 27 Prayer      Old Kitchen 

 

 

 

Tuesday Noon Adult Study                           

 

Beginning January 8, 2019, the Tuesday 12:00 noon study group will start using a new resource,          
A Child Laughs-Prayers for Justice and Hope.  In December, this group completed conversations using 
the book Teaching of the Christian Mystics by Andrew Harvey.  Harvey promoted the idea that the more 
in tune we are with God, the more deeply we are inspired to the task of Sacred Activism. 

 

The new book, A Child Laughs, is a collaborative anthology of fifty-two reflections from seventy-seven 
writers in eleven different countries.  These writers offer background, prayers, liturgy, questions for    
action, and invite readers to reflect on issues crucial to hope and justice in today’s world.   

 

The book forward asks “How can we shape a world so that every child will have a reason to laugh?” and 
adds that “the longing, not just for survival, but for laughter - is at the center of the book”.   

 

For additional information regarding the Tuesday 12:00 noon study group, contact Jenn Ringgold or 
Roger Pancost.   
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Our Whole Lives is back in 2019 

Our Whole Lives {O.W.L.} is a positive, comprehensive, and age-appropriate sexuality education pro-
gram.   The goal is for trained O.W.L. teachers to work with parents and form a meaningful partnership 
for positive and responsible sexuality education.  We start at age 5, with the belief that sexuality is a life-
long process of acquiring information and forming attitudes and values about identity and relationships, 
intimacy and health. 

The Board of Educational Ministries is currently organizing OWL classes for Kindergarten through 6th 
grade.  Three different classes will be offered to serve the varied age groups:  Kindergarten-1st grade, 
2nd-3rd grade, and 4th-6th grade.   

Classes are open to anyone in the community who would like to attend, so please invite family members 
and friends with students in Kindergarten - 6th grade to join us.  See O.W.L. flyer for additional infor-
mation regarding dates and times for each class. 

A {parent + student} informational meeting and pizza lunch will be held Saturday January 26, 
2019 from 12:00noon – 1:30pm p.m. in the UCC Fellowship Hall.  Attendance at this meeting is 
required to participate in the classes this winter. 

An overview of topics to be covered will be presented on 1/26/2019, as well as thoughtful activities for 
both parents and students to introduce the O.W.L. program and our teachers.   

To guarantee this program is accessible to all, there is no cost or materials required to participate at 
UCC, Midland.  Resources used for classes will be available for purchase OR available to check-out for 
the duration of each class. 

Registration deadline is January 10, 2019, but class sizes are limited and will be closed once 

maximum number of students is reached. 

To RSVP or get additional O.W.L. information, contact Jenn Ringgold through the church office 631-
1136 or email jenn@uccmidland.org.  More information about OWL can also be found on the church 
website at https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/ 

 

   

During Winter Break there will be One Room Sunday School for preschool - 5th grade on     
Sunday, December 23 and December 30. Sixth - 12th graders are invited to remain in     
worship with their families. Please watch weekly bulletins for information regarding 
Rainbow Door Room childcare.  As always, our youngest members of the congregation                     
are  always welcome in the sanctuary. 

 

 

Planning is underway for Youth@Synod in June 2019! 

 Jenn Ringgold will be taking youth from UCC, Midland for the General Synod experience and adventure 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Our biggest  fundraiser for this trip will be the Soup Luncheon preceding the 
Annual Meeting in Fellowship Hall on February 17, 2019.  Please mark your calendars and plan to join 
us for soup, bread, sides, and dessert provided by youth families and the Board of Educational Ministries 
after worship on Sunday 2/17!  Thank you for your support! 

 

 

mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org
https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/
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Financial Summary 
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                              Lofty News 

Here come the dark days of winter, but in the U.C.C. tradition, the time following Christmas and the 
feast of the Epiphany is considered to be a continuation of the time of the church in the world, as well as 
a time of growth. 
 
On Epiphany Sunday, we will have the opportunity to hear Fred Buchholz, Rich Harner, Susan Mercy, 
Grant Von Wald, Robin Von Wald, and Doug Webster in instrumental ensemble performances. Peg 
Stokes will also perform a solo which will remind us of the good news of Christ’s coming. The other mu-
sic during January is designed to remind us to carry Christ’s light into the world, to spread the good 
news of His unconditional love, and to exemplify that love in our own lives.  
 
The music that we sing, the music we perform, the songs we carry in our hearts, all help us to feel bet-
ter - more hopeful, more cheerful, more optimistic - or, as Daniel Levitin said, “[Music has] been shown 
to modulate brain chemistry, specifically levels of dopamine, the ‘feel good’ neurotransmitter.” What bet-
ter way to get through the long winter months than with a song in our hearts! 
 
As always, you are welcome to join the choir. Simply show up on a Thursday evening starting on Janu-
ary 10, at 7:00 p.m., and we will find a place for you. If you have other musical talents you would like to 
share with the congregation, please contact Jim Hohmeyer.  

 

The 2019 renovation project 

will be June 24 - 29         

         in the area around            

Loomis Elementary school. 
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   Social Concerns Committee 

 
  

Hold Congress Accountable 
 in the Fight Against Climate Change 

  
In spite of recent reports from the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Control and the National Climate Assessment, 
the President and congressional leaders continue to deny 
any threat of climate change. Not only that, the Administra-
tion is actively taking steps to roll back environmental     
protections and limit the ability of the federal government to 
respond to climate change. Climate science demonstrates, 
and our lived experience shows us, global warming will 
most devastatingly impact low income and poor communi-
ties, as many will be displaced due to rising sea levels and 
the inability to grow food for their families. 
  
As people of faith, we have a moral responsibility to pursue 
and sustain environmental justice for all life. We are called 
to be partners in the creation and redemption of the world. 
  
Let’s take action now and demand a viable future for all 
who inhabit this beautiful world. Contact your member of 
Congress and urge them to stand against climate change 
and instead enact thoughtful and substantive legislation 
that protects the environment and shores up our nation’s 
ability to react to the changing climate. This can be done by 
joining the Climate Solutions Caucus, engaging in vigorous 
oversight of Administrative action or introducing and      
supporting legislation such as the Energy Innovation and 
Carbon Dividend Act. 
  
To send the UCC approved email to your elected officials: 
  
http://p2a.co/I4mzmTZ?iframe=1 
  

  
  
 
 
 
 

 
  
  
UCC Council for Climate Change 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Contact  Info  

BROOKS BERNDT 
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE 
700 PROSPECT AVE 
CLEVELAND, OH 44115 
216-736-3722 
BERNDTB@UCC.ORG 

  

January will find the ROMEOS at the Midland Brewing Company on 
North Saginaw Road at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 15.  

February we will gather at Krzysiak’s Restaurant at 1605 Michigan Av-
enue, Bay City, Michigan at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 19. 

The Juliets will meet on Tuesday, January 15th, at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Boulevard on Saginaw Road. If you have any questions, please con-
tact Sue Rhodes or Sondi Geminder. Please come if you can. All are 
welcome. 

mailto:berndtb@ucc.org
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Jo Warner    January 2  

George Shier   January 8  

Jeff Tomalia   January 8  

Steve Tobey   January 9  

Malachi Vannette   January 9  

Mary Haslam   January 10  

Rachael Christianson  January 11  

Quita Shier    January 15  

Deborah Hawkins   January 15 

Kellan Anderson   January 16  

Audrey Pioch   January 20  

Sue Rhodes   January 20  

Nan Heffel    January 23  

Helen Anderson  ` January 25  

Cristina Geib   January 28  

Matthew Christianson  January 29  

 

 

January  Birthdays 

   Book Club  

 On January 14th we will meet at 
Carole Swinehart’s and you have 
a choice. Read The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist, How to Get Filthy 
Rich in Rising Asia, or Exit West 
by Mosin Hamid. Feel free to read 

more than one if you wish. 

February 11th we will meet at Debbie Hayes to dis-
cuss Bridge of Clay by Australian author Markus 
Zusak. 

BOOK SALE 
 

The books that the Social Con-
cerns Committee has for sale 
are now back on their shelves in 
the Fellowship Hall. They are  
arranged and labeled by catego-
ry, so it should be much easier to find what 
you are looking for.  We are always happy 
to receive new contributions to our collec-
tion.  We do ask a  couple of things if you 
have books to contribute. Please don’t put 
them on the selves; instead, please leave 
them in the office with Janet and she will let 
us know.  Please do not contribute paper-
backs that are so old the edges of the pag-
es have turned brown. Just drop those in 
your recycle bin. Please do not turn in col-
lege and graduate school text books. They 
do not sell here, but the library will be glad 
to take them off your hands. 
 
Thanks to all who have contributed books, 
to those of you who will be contributing and 
to those who have supported us  by buying 
books,  and now….time to go shopping! 

Newsletter Deadline 

is the 18th day of 

each month! 

Bulletin Deadline is 12:00 noon each Wednesday! 



We’re on the web! 

www.uccmidland.org  

Tel: 989-631-1136 

Fax: 989-631-3840 

E-mail: janet@uccmidland.org 

4100 Chestnut Hill Drive  

Midland, Michigan 48642-6206 


