
 1 

    Volume 20, Issue 7 July 2019 Newsletter 

From  Your  Pa st or…  

 

On Sunday, June 16, a visitor to our church passed out towards the 
end of the service of worship. I am grateful for the quick response 
that was made to this situation. An usher immediately let me know 
that there was a medical emergency. I was then able to let a doctor 
in our congregation know that help was needed. Other medical pro-
fessionals immediately came to offer their assistance. I ran and got 
the AED and the medical bag. Individuals went to the street and 
stood in front of the sanctuary door to help direct the EMTs.  The 
congregation remained calm, and quietly exited the sanctuary when 
I dismissed them.  

The individual who passed out was taken to the hospital by ambu-
lance. After being examined by the medical staff she was released 
that afternoon. We are grateful that she was fine. 

This incident reminds us of the importance of people knowing how to    
respond in an emergency. If you are requested to call 911 please 
note that the address of the church is 4100 Chestnut Hill Drive. It 
may be helpful to point out that our building is next to Chestnut Hill 
Elementary School. If no cell phone is available, there is a landline in 
the Old Kitchen directly behind the sanctuary. 

The AED and medical bag are in a closet in the hallway leading to 
the fellowship hall. The closet is the first one you come to when leav-
ing the church offices. The door of the closet is marked AED.  

A fire extinguisher is in a coat closet directly outside the west door of 
the sanctuary. A sign indicating this location is on the closet door. 
Other fire extinguishers and fire alarm pull stations are located    
throughout the building. It is good to have people aware of where 
these devices are located.  

On behalf of our congregation I thank our doctors, nurses, EMTs 
and others who responded to this situation. As someone mentioned, 
church is a good place to have a medical emergency. Having said 
that, I hope we don’t have any more. 

Have a great summer everyone! 

Roger 
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Joys & Concerns 
Linda Mellen’s sister passed away on June 24th. 

Former church member, Millie Thompson, passed away on June 3, 
2019.  
 

Eric Petersen had knee replacement surgery on June 18.  

 

Grant Von Wald is retiring. 

 

Ed Soehnlen with eye concerns. 

July 7  
2 Kings 5:1-4  
Psalm 30  
Galatians 6:1-16  
Luke 10:1-11 & 16-20  
 
July 14  
Amos 7: 7-17  
Psalm 82  
Colossians 1:1-14  
Luke 10:25-37  

July 21  
Amos 8:1-12  
Psalm 52  
Colossians 1:15-28  
Luke 10:38-42  
 
July 28  
Hosea 1:2-10  
Psalm 85  
Colossians 2:6-15 , (16-19)  
Luke 11:1-13 

 

July Lectionary Texts  

 

On Vacation!  

 

The UCC Book Club is 
taking a vacation and 
will not be meeting in 
July! 

Kyle Bagnall is UCC, Midland’s new Church Historian. 
Kyle holds a degree in Public History and has extensive 
professional experience working on historical projects. 
Many thanks to Kyle for taking on this important role for 
UCC, Midland! 

Breaking News: 

Many thanks to all that stepped forward to support my bike ride for multiple sclerosis in early 

June. Members contributed over $185 which is fantastic. I made it the full 75 miles, despite a 

thunderstorm with hail that forced my ride group to shelter under a railroad trestle. My 

heartfelt gratitude to all for helping us provide support for those with MS.  

                                                                                                                                    Ed Rightor 



 3 

 

Financial Summary 

May 31, 2019 

 

We are still in need of people who are willing to share their musical talents with us this 

summer during Sunday services. If you think you would like to do this, please contact 

Jim Hohmeyer at  jim.hohmeyer@gmail.com 

MUSICAL TALENT OPENINGS AVAILABLE 
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July 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

10 a Paint & Palette 

 

 

 

8 p AA  

2 3 

 

 

 

4 Independence 

Day  

Church Offices 

Closed 

5  

Church Offices 

Closed  

 

 

8 p AA 

6 

7 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  

8 9 

 

 

10 

 

 

12:30 p Adult Study 

11 12 

Church Offices 

Closed  

 

 

8 p AA 

13 

Service Saturday  

2-4 p  

4-6 p  

14 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  

15 16 

 

 

17 

 

12:30 p Adult Study 

18 19 

Church Offices 

Closed  

 

 

8 p AA 

20 

21 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

 

22 23 

 

 

24 

 

 

12:30 p Adult Study 

25 

 

 

6-8p VBS  

Volunteer Training  

26 

Church Offices 

Closed  

 

 

8 p AA 

27 

28 

10 a Worship 

11 a Fellowship  

Decorating for Fel-

lowship Hall for VBS 

29 30 

 

 

31 

 

12:30 p Adult Study 

 

5:30 p Youth Sum-

mer Outing—Mini 

Golf & Ice Cream 
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2019 Share Lunch Program  

The United Church of Christ, Midland has been invited by the Salvation Army to participate in 

its annual Share Lunch Program this summer.  

We will be preparing lunches at the Salvation Army Waldo Road site the week of August 12th 

(Monday) through August 15th (Thursday). Volunteers are needed for those four mornings. 

Start time is 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and it takes a little over an hour depending on the number 

of lunches needed for that particular day. 

A sign-up sheet is available across the hall from the office. It is a fun time, so any time you 

can join in the fellowship, we would love to see you! If you have any questions, please contact 

Sondi Geminder at 832-3736. 

G.E.M.  

Spring  

Luncheon  

 &  

Road Trip 

On May 30th  our Caregiving Ministry Team hosted a G.E.M. Spring 

Luncheon combined with a road trip and guided tour for participants to 

the Whiting Forest/Dow Gardens Canopy Walk.  The Café at Whiting 

Forest provided the lunch fare and our tour was guided by UCC mem-

ber Kyle Bagnall. This photo courtesy of Allan Thiele. 
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From the Director of  Educational Ministries 

Below is a list of individuals who participated in 
Youth@Synod from the Michigan Conference.  As I write 
this, it has been less than 12 hours since returning home, 
and I don’t have the words to truly explain to you the power 
and impact of this trip.  The relationships and bonds formed 
amongst these people will last a lifetime.   

This General Synod was a vivid and eye-opening experi-
ence for our young people.  Our local church is one of    
extravagant welcome, and that is one of the main reasons 

that many of these youth come to church.  This is a sanctuary space amidst the cruel and hurtful      
discrimination that exists in many other spaces they occupy each day.  To realize that not all UCC 
churches are Open and Affirming inspired these youth.  They shared their stories and their passion for 
justice, and they made waves.  The impact of their presence rippled out, changed minds, and changed 
hearts.  They forced conversations at the national level that have been avoided for way too long.    
Saying I’m proud of them does not even make a dent in how I feel.  It has been, and will continue to be, 
my honor to support them and amplify their voices as they bravely speak their truth.  They believe their 
voices matter, and they used them in powerful ways. 

It was my privilege to see the light of God’s love in them, and to witness them SHINE!! 

Please keep them in your prayers as they all return to their homes and local churches.  They need your 

love, support, and care to continue God’s work, and to BE the Church. 

Jordyn Alexander 

Jane Amstutz 

Charlotte Ault 

Sofia Berlanga 

Zoren Berlanga 

Sara Daniels 

Adylae Davis 

Brandon Geib 

Owen Gornicki 

Christian Hennells 

Malia Jackson 

Bella Joy 

Alexis Moerland 

Ceci Postma 

Jennifer Ringgold 

Sam Ringgold 

Ryleigh Sands 

Gabe Vannette 

Gabe Weber 

Gavin Weber 

Grant Weber 

Kristi Weber 

Michael Young  

Peg Stokes is leading an adult Summer Bible Study.  This discussion group which meets 
on Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the parlor, began on June 26.  Adults will participate with 
a UCC resource entitled Bad Girls of The Bible: Exploring Women of Questionable Virtue. 
 
“Barbara J. Essex, author of Bad Boys of the Bible, brings to life the Bible's "bad girls" - 
notorious women we love to hate. Exploring lives filled with betrayal, deception, 
rejection, jealousy, and exploitation, she looks beyond the notoriety to show us women 
of exceptional boldness, courage, determination, and independence.”  
 

All are welcome, and participation any time throughout the summer is encouraged.  

Come whenever you can!  

No Meeting on July 3 - resumes on July 10 

Adult Summer Bible Study Opportunity 
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Benevolence Giving for July 

                              Lofty News 

I imagine quite a few of you have missed - as this writer has - the sound of the organ coming from the 
choir loft this summer. Our efforts to find an organist to replace Ed since his retirement have met with no 
success, and we are presently looking at alternatives which would supply the church with the sound of 
an organ which can be played without a trained organist at the keyboard.  
 
Jim Hohmeyer, our director of music, is currently in the process of retrofitting his Allen organ to turn it 
into a Hauptwerk organ console. A Hauptwerk organ is a “virtual” organ which, depending on the pro-
gramming installed in the system, can replicate the sounds of a multitude of internationally known or-
gans. The major advantage of the Hauptwerk system is the realistic sound it produces. Each pipe of an 
internationally recognized organ is individually sampled, resulting in a large file of data.  
 
The Hauptwerk plays MIDI (Musical Intstrument Digital Interface) files; it can also be preprogrammed to 
play any piece the organist chooses. The software receives MIDI data from any number of MIDI manual 
keyboards and a pedalboard, along with any MIDI controls we may have in the form of switches, or 
swell, or crescendo foot pedals, and sends the appropriate sound files out through a PC sound system - 
hence the pipes speak. When the Hauptwerk organ plays, it can be as if we are back in the cathedral in 
which the pipes were recorded. 
 
While the future of organ music at UCC is still up in the air, be assured that every effort is being made to 
make sure we can still on occasion hear the glorious sounds of the pipes - either virtually or in reality - 
during our services. It will be exciting to see and hear what the future brings! 
 

Barb McGregor 

Your Gift Does Make A Difference 

The special offering for July is the Pastor’s Emergency Fund. Through our pastor, your resources can 
minister to the immediate needs of our Midland neighbors. 

UCC Midland averages 1-5 phone calls per week from individuals and families requesting help.  Our 
church responds promptly to those seeking assistance with basic necessities or emergency needs.  
Gifts generally have been limited to $50-$100 to be used for such things as apartment rental fees and 
utilities. 

Requests typically come from individuals or families that are unexpectedly unemployed, under-
employed, or dealing with steep medical costs.  UCC Midland does not limit support to church members 
and friends, as is the case with many other churches.   

If you would like to give to the Pastor’s Emergency Fund, simply put a note on the memo line of your 
check and place it in the offering plate or drop off your check in the church office.   

Your generosity is appreciated by those in our community. 

Matthew Christianson 

Benevolence Committee 
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                    Social Concerns Committee 
 

Beyond Thoughts and Prayers 
 

Below is a thought and a prayer concerning gun violence. It is tak-
en from “Commentary: Every Day is an Anniversary” posted on 
UCC.org on November 13, 2014 by Sandy Sorenson, Director 
UCC Washington, D.C. To go Beyond Thoughts and Prayers, 
check out the information and suggested actions displayed in   
fellowship hall for the next few weeks.  
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “The time is always right to do 
what is right.” Every day is the right day to take a step        
toward a step toward ending gun violence. 
 
Prayer of Lamentation:  
Gracious God, our Make and Sustainer, we pause to remem-
ber those who were killed and wounded in the shooting in an 
Aurora, Colorado movie theater one year ago, even as we  
remember terrible toll that gun violence has taken since that 
time. We grieve the promising lives that have been lost, the 
stories that will no longer unfold, the voices that will no long-
er be heard, the friends and families left with heartache and a 
hole that cannot be filled. We hold in our hearts the commu-
nities impacted by gun violence that will never quite be the 
same. Even as we lament the scourge of gun violence and 
the culture of violence that seems to grip our society, we 
confess the ways in which we participate in that culture and 
fail to boldly give witness to your vision of abundant life and 
wholeness. Strengthen us in the will to do the things that 
make for peace. Grant us the courage and creative spirit to 
sow seeds of understanding, cooperation, community and 
connection. Help us to link hearts, minds and hands in  
transforming our collective grief into a message of hope. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westmoreland Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

Bethesda, Maryland 

Each of the 120 white t-shirts  

displayed in March, 2019 by   

The Westmoreland                 

Congregational UCC bore the 

name and date of death of  

someone killed by gun             

violence in the Washington,   

D.C. area during early 2018. 

Children and Youth  - Pentecost Sunday 2019 
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Celebrating with a Dunk Tank Extravaganza 

It was wonderful to celebrate the success of our 2018 - 19 programming year PLUS our Souper Bowl of 
Caring on Sunday, June 9, 2019.  Thank you to the Board of Trustees for a wonderful hot dog luncheon, 
and to everyone who contributes to our Church School Support Fund with non-budgeted donations for 
Children and Youth. Rentals were purchased from that account.  Have a wonderful and exciting       
summer!   

Rally Day will kick of our next programming year on September 8, 2019! 
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UCC, Midland 

Participates in 
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                            2019 

Volunteers from UCC, Midland participated in One Week 

One Street on June 24 and 25th in Saginaw.  This is the 

seventh year of the program and UCC’s involvement in  

revitalizing one street at a time by cleaning, rebuilding 

and beautifying the neighborhood around Jesse Loomis 

Elementary School.  
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VBS VOLUNTEER TRAINING  

for youth and adults  

THURSDAY JULY 25  

6:00-8:00 p.m.  

in the UCC Midland Parlor 

 
 

Dates for VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 are set for AUGUST 5-9,  

with an all-church celebration on Sunday August 11!!!!  

Get it on your calendar RIGHT NOW because you are 

not going to want to miss out on our 6TH ANNUAL VBS!!! 

Volunteers and participants register online HERE: 

https://vbsmate.com/events/uccmidland/17398 

 

The theme for VBS 2018 is  To Mars and Beyond!  Participants and volunteers will             

GO BEYOND - with faith, boldness, kindness, thankfulness, and HOPE!!! 

For the week (and beyond…) we will discover the wonders of God’s universe, explore where 

God’s power can take us, and grow a love that makes the world go ‘round!! 

 

We already know that we need cardboard oatmeal containers and would love your help to 

start collecting them, as we plan to need at least 50 for VBS 2019.  Our collection is growing, 

but we still need a few more! 

Thank you for your help to GO BEYOND!!!! 

 

https://vbsmate.com/events/uccmidland/17398
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Nancy Hieb    July 1  

Murray Northup    July 3  

Curt Pfeiffer   July 4  

Jean Winther    July 5  

Rob Merrill     July 7  

Michael Korn    July 8  

Rob Reeves    July 8  

Ervin Ward     July 11  

Alicia Christopher   July 12  

Gage Taylor    July 13  

John Person    July 14  

Sarah Pancost    July 21  

Eli Webb     July 21  

Laurie Bledsoe    July 23  

Ellie Schroeder    July 23  

Steven Sun    July 24  

Charlene Rice    July 24  

Katie Burgett    July 26  

Sandra Weimer    July 26  

Marty Langhorst    July 27  

Allan Thiele    July 28  

Spencer Beson    July 28  

Jean Stagg     July 29 

Lillyen Stacy    July 31 

July Birthdays 

 

Newsletter Deadline is the 18th day of each month! 

Bulletin Deadline is 12:00 noon each Wednesday! 

SUPPORT  
SOCIAL  

CONCERNS  
 

The books that the 
Social Concerns Committee has for sale are 
on their shelves in the Fellowship Hall. They 
are arranged and labeled by category, so it 
should be much easier to find what you are 
looking for. We are always  happy to receive 
new contributions to our collection.  We do 
ask a couple of things if you have books to 
contribute. Please don’t put them on the 
shelves; instead, please leave them in the 
container next to the book shelves. Please 
do not contribute paperbacks that are so old 
the edges of the pages have turned brown. 
Just drop those in your recycle bin. Please 
do not turn in college and graduate school 
text books. They do not sell here, but the 
library will be glad to take them off your 
hands. 
 
Thanks to all who have contributed books, 
to those of you who will be contributing and 
to those who have supported us by buying 
books,  and now….time to go shopping! 

The Lunch Bunch 
 

The Juliet's summer tour continues.  We will meet on Tuesday, July 
16th at 1:00 p.m. at Nori’s in Auburn.  If anyone wants to carpool 
please contact Sue Rhodes or Sondi Geminder.  Hope to see you 
there.  

The ROMEOs will be at Old Chicago Pizza at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
July 16.  



SAVE THE DATES:  

Sunday August 25 - Hawaiian Shirt  
Sunday 
Sunday August 25 - rescheduled date for 
discussion of Evicted by Matthew Desmond 

Sunday September 8 - Rally Day and ALL-Church 
Picnic 

 

This year the UCC and the Board of Christian Community is having a second day of baseball at the 
Loons. We will have a fellowship night on Thursday, August 22. As the summer winds down please 
come join us for food, fun and baseball.  

This year we have reserved Pier 47. This is the section with tall tables and will include unlimited snacks 
for the game. These seats will be $15 each.  

 

For those that want a box seat we have the section connected to Pier 47 reserved. Those seats will be 
$10. 

  

There will be two sign-up sheets posted. Please make check payable to the UCC and list August base-
ball game.  

Christian Community Opportunities 

Potluck / Family Movie and Play date  

Sponsored by the Board of Christian Community  

Who? Anyone, you don’t have to have kids to attend and you 

are welcome to bring friends. Please bring a dish to pass if you 

are able.   

When? Wednesday, July 24th at 6:00pm until people go home  

Where? The Stacy residence near Jefferson Middle School 

                5305 Nakoma Drive, Midland, MI 48640  

Why? Because we all like a good visit and food! 

What? How to Train Your Dragon 1 will play in the family 

room with free movement to the fenced backyard and screen 

porch.  

How? Sign up on the bulletin board, Call 989-513-3328 or just 

drop in! The more the merrier!   

Beach Day at the Bay City State Park! 

Sponsored by the Board of Christian Community 

Why? We all need time to step away from our busy lives 

and slow down.   

When? Saturday, August 3rd from 11:30am to 5:00pm 

Weather Permitting 

              Carpooling at the church will be available, we will 

leave at 11:30. Depart at 5pm from the Park. 

              If you chose to meet us there you will be able to 

find us near the spray park and the beach on the south/day 

use side. A recreation passport on your license plate tag is 

needed or an admittance fee of $16 per vehicle for a 2019 

season pass can be purchased at the gate. 

Where?   3582 State Park Dr, Bay City, MI 48706 

              We will be in the first come first serve area by the 

beach and the splash pad 

Who? All friends are welcome!  

What? Hotdogs and fixings will be provided. Bring a Dish to 

share, Beverages, A picnic blanket, Towels, Sun screen and 

anything else you might want.   We ask that this remains an 

alcohol-free beach event.  

How? If you need a ride or are willing to drive please sign up 

on the bulletin board outside the office  

           Please mark how many passengers or free seats you 

need/ have. *If you do not have a recreation passport on 

your license plate there will be a $16 season admission fee to 

be paid by the driver* 

           If you are meeting us there it may be beneficial to sign 

up for a hotdog count but not required. We would rather 

have you join us last minute than worry about sign-up. Con-

tact Kate Stacy 989-513-3325 if needed. 


