
 

Calendar of Events 

 
Seventh Snday after Pentecost                                             July 8, 2018  

 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  
 

Monday, July 9 

Paint & Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                  8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  July 10 
                    

Wednesday, July 11   

Divided By Race - Fellowship Hall                                  6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, July 12 
 

Friday, July 13 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                 8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, July 14 

Memorial Service for Marion Bickel  

     Visitation                                                                               10:00 a.m. 

     Memorial Service                                                                 11:00 a.m.  

     Luncheon                                                                               12:00 noon 

Summer Family Fun Night at Balawender’s                             4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, July 15 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Board of Educational Ministries - Blue Door Room               11:15 a.m. 
 

Monday, July 16 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Sign up for VBS online here – register a child or  
volunteer as helper: 

https://vbsmate.com/events/uccmidland/15795 
Sign up through the link today!   

 

Dates for VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018 are set for  
AUGUST 6-10, with an all-church celebration on Sunday 
August 12! 

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
July 8, 2018  

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

https://vbsmate.com/events/uccmidland/15795


Order of Worship 

Gathering Hymns  
        Come, O Fount of Every Blessing                               #459 
        Be Now My Vision                                                       #451 
 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 
 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude    Concerto in C Major      Antonio Vivaldi (1685-1741) 
                                        Largo 
        
We Beckon the Light of Christ To Be Present 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table)       
                                                     
Call to Worship 
 

L: In the beginning, O Life-Giver God, you came 
sounding and shaping the evolutionary energies of 
creation.  

P: Our soul-body sings and rejoices, for your unde-
served and unearned love is the breath of life, 
the essence of all that is, and the very Ground of 
Being. 

L: You, Divine Mystery, are with us, in us, and around 
us, weaving us into the vast Web-of-Life.  

P: Your nurture and love calls ours into being, 
clears our eyes for keenly seeing, shapes our 
diverse gifts together, blessing and challenge, 
both in one, that as co-creators your Realm of 
Love will manifest among us.             

 
 

 
 
 

 

Nursery care for infants and toddlers is 
available in the Rainbow Door Room directly 
across the hall from the sanctuary. Please 
feel welcome to be with your child in the 
nursery if    necessary. 

 

After Children's Moments There will be a one 
room Sunday School for preschool through the 
fifth grade in the Red Door Room.  

 

The special offering for July is the Pastor’s 
Emergency Fund. Through our pastor, your  
resources can minister to the immediate needs 
of our Midland neighbors. 
 

If you would like to give to the Pastor’s Emergency Fund, 
simply put a note on the memo line of your check and 
drop it in the offering plate or drop off your check to the 
church office.   
 

Your generosity is appreciated by those in our community. 

We welcome the Reverend Dr. Harold Slater to the 
pulpit today. Rev. Dr. Slater is graciously filling in for our 
pastor, the Reverend Roger Pancost, who is attending 
the Great Lakes Youth Event in Illinois with our youth. 
 
Our guest musician, Thom Zantow, has contributed to 
many of our summer worship services. When not playing 
for church or other orchestras and ensembles in the Tri-
City region, he is Head of Access Services at the Zahnow 
Library at SVSU. While he enjoys and plays many instru-
ments, his primo instrument is the bassoon. He is accom-
panied today by Sheree Clark Lovell on piano. 

Divided By Race discussion 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 11. See July Newsletter for details. 



  Acolyte:  Braeden Truitt  
  Liturgist: Al Harrow 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator:  Grant VonWald  
  Rainbow Door Room:  Laurie Bledsoe 
  SAFE Church Volunteer:  Jon Truitt 
   

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments after the service of       
worship. Church members are happy to greet 
you and answer any questions you may have. 
We hope you feel welcome here! Refreshments  
provided by the Board of Deacons. 

Meditation Material To Ponder Through the Week 
 

“Accept whatever is going on completely, without 
any judgment. It is neither right, nor wrong, good or 
bad. It just is. Accept whatever is going on to the 
best of your ability, whether you have just won the 
lottery, lost your job, or are in a noisy disagreement 
with your boss. This does not mean you don’t feel 
the feelings, pleasurable or painful, but acceptance 
is key here.” ~ Ruth Fishel  
 

Prayer:  
 

Dear Mysterious Creator, Source of All Living: I open 
myself not to resist anything that is going on in my life. 
Resistance causes pain and so I lean in and embrace 
everything as it is. As I pray for your guidance and help, 
dear God, the way is opened to hear you and feel you. 
In due time all things will fall into place. May all prede-
termined outcomes and anxieties drift away like clouds 
in the wind. Let me wait patiently and listen, lest I miss 
the movement of your Holy and Wholesome Spirit. Let it 
be so. 

 

*    Hymn            Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You                       #4 
               

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 

*    Prayer of Centering and Confession 
 

Lover of all that you have made, you fashion us in 
your love-image, which shown so clearly in the 
face of Christ. We admit that swarms of fears    
distract us from his high calling. We long for clear 
and easy answers in the complexity and ferment 
of evolving life. We fear being injured or shamed, 
of growing old and sick, of losing our dignity and 
poise. We fear being hacked or hoodwinked; fear 
failure or being thought a fool. It is our fervent 
prayer that our fears not paralyze us and keep us 
from hoping, dreaming, and doing our life as    
creatively as we can. Lover of our soul, kindle 
within us the passion to love others as Christ 
loves us. We have gathered to tend the glowing 
coal of love and trust that he ignited within us. In 
our time together, let the breath of your Spirit fan 
that coal until it bursts into flames of gratitude, 
praise, and compassion. May it be so. 
 

*    Words of Affirmation 
 

L: As the Apostle Paul reminds us: “we know that in all 
things God works together with those who love (God) 
to bring about what is good.”  

C: Praise God, the Heart of the Universe, for blessing 
upon blessing! 

             

 
Children’s Moment     Mantra for Risk Takers    Rev. Dr. Slater 



 
Musical Offering               Rolf Loveland/Brendan Graham 

 

                            You Raise Me Up            arr. Mark Hayes 

 

                           Bill Stokes, Soloist   
 
Scripture     
 

    Acts 11:1-18                                    Pew Bible, page 958 
    Matthew 16:1-4                               Pew Bible, page 850 
  
Message                                      Rev. Dr. Harold  J. Slater  
    

                     “God-sent Newness:  Unlearning Family”                     
                     
*    Hymn        This Is A Day of New Beginnings          #417 

 

                                 (verses 1-4) 
                                                                                                
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 
Offertory                Aria          Domenico Zipoli (1688-1726) 
 

                          Sheree Lovell and Thom Zantow 
                               Piano and Bassoon 
                   

• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and      
Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing       
assistance system. Please ask an     
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

* Doxology     Rejoice, You Pure in Heart  (vs. 5)          #55     
 

Praise God who rules all worlds, the risen 
Christ adore,  
Praise God the Spirit, Holy Fire, one God  
forevermore!  
Rejoice, Rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and 
sing. 
 

*     Prayer of Dedication    
 
*    Hymn             For the Healing of the Nations             #576 

 
*    Benediction  
     
Postlude         Sonata concertant       Johann Andreas Amon 
                               Polonaise                               (1763-1825) 
                  

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                                             
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

The flowers on the communion table are 
given by Carl and Sheree Lovell in celebration 
of their wedding anniversary. 


