
 

Calendar of Events 

 

First Sunday of Lent                                                          March 10, 2018 

 

Sunday, March 10—Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m.  

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  

OWL Kindergarten - 1st grades - Orange Door Room            12:00 noon  

OWL 2nd and 3rd grades - Green Door Room                         12:00 noon 

OWL 4th through 6th grades - Blue Door Room                     12:00 noon  

K-3 OWL Celebration - Parlor                                                    12:40 p.m. 

Youth Event - Seeing the Silences                                              4:00 p.m. 

 

Monday, March 11 
 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m.  

 

Tuesday, March 12 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                     9:00 a.m. 

Adult Study Group - Parlor                                                           12:00 noon 

Pastoral Relations Committee - Pastor’s Study                         4:15 p.m. 

Board of Christian Community - Parlor                                        7:15 p.m. 

Board of Deacons - Old Kitchen                                                    7:30 p.m.  

Board of Trustees - Blue Door Room                                            7:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, March 13 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                         7:00 a.m.  

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                        12:30 p.m. 

Lenten Series  

   Dinner                                                                                              6:00 p.m.  

   Program  

   Devotional 
 

Thursday, March 14 

Choir Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                           7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, March 15 

Alcoholics Anonymous -  Blue Door Room                                     8:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, March 16 
 

Sunday, March 17 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m.  

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  

OWL 4th through 6th grades - Blue Door Room                     12:00 noon  

OWL 4th—6th grade Celebration - Parlor                                   1:10 p.m. 
 

Monday, March 18 
 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
March 10, 2019 

First Sunday of Lent  



Order of Worship 

Gathering Hymns                                        
       Guide My Feet                                                           #497 
       Lord, I Want to Be a Christian                                   #454 
 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of 
the pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number 

and sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 
 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude    My Lord, What a Morning    arr. Richard Billingham             
             
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 

 

Choral Introit   Hush! Somebody’s Callin’ My Name 
                      Traditional Spiritual arr. by Brazeal W. Dennard 

 
Call to Worship 

 

L:  Luke tells us that after Jesus was baptized he was 
led by the Spirit into the wilderness where he fasted 
and prayed for forty day. 

P: Today we follow Jesus into the wilderness    
season of Lent. 

L:  This is a season to slow down, 
P:  to reflect, 
L:  to pray, 
P: and to find ourselves renewed in God’s        

presence. 
L: Come, let us enter the wilderness of Lent. 
 
 
 
                           

 

The United Church of Christ, Midland 

 

Publication Schedule  
 

Weekly Service Bulletins                    Tuesday morning 
                                                      (preceding publication) 
 
Special Service Bulletins (choral services, holidays, 
special events, it is helpful to begin work on these two to 
four week in advance) 
 
Monthly Newsletters                           18th of the month 
                             (prior to publication) 
 
Annual Reports  Deadline will be announced each year 
 
Your help is always appreciated! 

 
 

A MENTOR IS SOMEONE WHO ALLOWS YOU TO 
SEE THE HOPE INSIDE YOURSELF 

 

Please consider becoming a mentor for a teenager at the 
Juvenile Care Center.  As little as one hour a week could 
make a huge difference  in a child’s life.  You don’t need 
any special talents and activities could be as simple as:  
go for a walk, toss a ball around, have a meal together, 
try a new activity.  All it takes is a caring heart and the 
ability to listen and be a friend.   

 

             Every child is one caring adult away from  be-
coming a success story – you could be that adult! 

 

Call or email Sue Landis at Midland Mentors for more 
information  

 

             837-6255 or slandis@co.midland.mi.us 

mailto:slandis@co.midland.mi.us


2019 FUNDRAISER — Get ready to Rock 
around the Clock! You are invited to 
cruise into some serious fun at this year’s 
auction fundraiser: 50s Flashback. Dig out 
your poodle skirts and saddle shoes, or roll 
up your jeans and t-shirts, and join us on 
Sunday, May 5, 2019. The fun begins at 
4:30 p.m. with neato outdoor activities for 
the kiddos and a photo op with some    
classic wheels. Inside there will be an array of cool items 
at the silent auction. You can treat your tummy to         
delicious food from Amy’s Diner and enjoy a root beer 
float prepared by our hip teens. Following dinner the fun 
continues with a live auction.  
 

In order to make this blast from the past a success we 
need donations for both auctions. Things that have been 
donated in the past include: food items, experiences,   
vacation home weekends, dinners, services, and        
hand-made items. Donation forms are available  in your 
March newsletter and at the registration point in the infor-
mation hallway. 
 

Your fab Fundraiser Committee, Beverly Curnutt, Janet 
Davis, Karen Harner, Amy Hutchinson, Amy McDonald, 
Roger Pancost and Ellie Schroeder 

In October, the Social Concerns commit-
tee suggested stock-piling non-
perishable food and paper products for 
the winter, in case of power outages or 
severe storms. Please consider a dona-
tion of those items for Lent,   before they 
are out-dated. Our goal is 40 items per 

family, which will bolster our community food pantry. 
Thank you! 

*    Hymn      Lord Jesus, Who through Forty Days        #211 
              

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 
*    Unison Prayer                   

 

O God, as we enter this season of Lent may we 
follow the leading of your Spirit and find 
strength in your abiding presence.  As we     
journey, help us to hear the voices of those in 
our world who are in need—the refugees, the    
hungry, the oppressed, and those who suffer 
abuse and violence. Together, may we respond 
in works of justice and acts of compassion. 
Amen. 

 
Children’s Moment      The Heal Mobile           Rev. Pancost 
                                                                                                                                
Anthem                  I’m Goin’ to Sing 
                        Spiritual arr. by Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 
 

I’m goin’ to sing when the spirit says: Sing! 
And obey the spirit of the Lord. 
I’m goin’ to pray when the spirit says: Pray! 
And obey the spirit of the Lord. 
I’m goin’ to shout when the spirit says: Shout! 
And obey the spirit of the Lord. 
I’m goin’ to sing when the spirit says : Sing! 
And obey the spirit of the Lord. 

 

Scripture                    
      Deuteronomy 26:1-11                       Pew Bible, page 174 
       Luke 4:1-13                                      Pew Bible, page 892 
 
Sermon     What will I do with Lent?    Rev. Roger C. Pancost

  
  
*     Hymn               I Need You Every Hour                    #517 
                 
 
 



Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 
Offertory       Forty Days and Forty Nights  Charles Callahan 
 

* Doxology                                      #780 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*     Prayer of Dedication    
 
*    Hymn       Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing           #77 

 
*    Benediction      
 
Choral Response         
 
Postlude                A Trumpet Fanfare              Gilbert Martin     

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

               Easter Plants OrderForm 
  On Easter Sunday, we would like to adorn 

the front of the sanctuary with colorful 

spring flowers. This year you have your 

choice of plants including three colors of   

tulips or azaleas. If you would like to order a 

plant, please indicate your selection(s),   

complete this form, attach your payment 

and place it in the offering plate or drop it 

off in the church office.  

 

Plants will be available to take home or deliver to a friend 

immediately following the Easter service of worship. 

 
 

       6” potted Tulips                   6” potted Azalea 

               Red ___           White ___  

              Pink ___            Pink ___  

              Yellow ___                           Red ___ 

 

Person (s) placing this order  

____________________________________________ 

 
In memory of: 
______________________________________________ 
 
In honor of: 
______________________________________________ 
 
To the Glory of God: ____________________________ 
 

 

Enclosed is my payment for ___ plants at $8 each for 

tulips and $14 each for azaleas _____for a total of 

$________.  Deadline for orders is Wednesday, April 3. 

 

Make checks payable to United Church of Christ and list 

plants in the memo line. 

 

 



The April newsletter deadline will be Monday, 

March 18.  

 

The Worship Committee is pleased to announce the 
theme of this year’s Lenten Series: Inspired by Spiritu-
als: An Exploration of African American History. On 
Wednesday evenings during Lent we invite you to join us 
at 6 p.m. for a meal provided by the Board of Deacons, 
followed by an educational program. Child care will be 
provided following the meal. At the conclusion of the 
evening there will be a brief devotional service in the 
sanctuary. We encourage all age groups to attend. The 
first program will be: 

 

March 13 “This Lonesome Valley: Midland’s First African 
American Community” by Kyle Bagnall 
 

The first African Americans to live in the Midland area 
arrived in the mid-19th century. These families comprised 
a small, yet vibrant portion of our community, nestled in 
the Tittabawassee River Valley. A widely diverse group 
of individuals, Midland’s African American community 
from 1850-1900 included former slaves, business own-
ers, tradesmen, Civil War veterans, farmers, musicians, 
and college graduates. We’ll explore the stories of these 
fascinating families, learn some of the challenges they 
faced, and the legacy they built for future generations.  

The Juliets will meet for lunch on Tuesday, 
March 19th at 1:00 p.m. at the Olive Garden 
on Eastman across from the Midland Mall. If 
you have any questions, please contact Sue 

Rhodes or Sondi Geminder. We hope to see you there!  
 
The ROMEOs will gather at Sticky Paws at 1:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 19th. Sticky Paws is at 3144 Jefferson 
Avenue (in the west end of the building Gill-roy’s Hard-
ware is in. 

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellow-
ship Hall for refreshments after the service of        
worship. Church members are happy to greet 
you and answer any questions you may have. 
We hope you feel welcome here! Refresh-

ments provided by the Moderators and the Pastoral     
Relations Committee. 

The flowers on the communion table are  
provided  by Grant and Robin Von Wald in 
memory of Grant’s mother, Katherine Von Wald. 

   

  Acolyte: Lainey Ringgold 
  Liturgist:  Janice Brennan 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator:  Renëe Turner 
  SAFE Church Volunteer:  Al Harrow 
  Rainbow Door Room:  Laurie Bledsoe 
 The Heal Mobile: Christine Brennan and Friends 
 

• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and      
Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing       
assistance system. Please ask an     
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 



The Rainbow Door Room is available for 
infants and children age 3 and under. Fami-
lies are invited to remain in worship with 
their  babies, or are welcome to utilize the 

Rainbow Door Room space and listen to the   service via 
the speaker system. 
 

After Children's Moments Sunday School 
classes meet in the Education wing. Each 
classroom has a brightly painted door to desig-
nate it’s participants! Red Door is for  four 
year olds preschoolers, through second 
graders. Green Door is for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 
Sixth through 9th graders have a class in the Blue Door 
Room. Children age 3 and under are welcome in the 
sanctuary, or childcare is  provided in the Rainbow Door 
Room across the hall. 

The Grove Music Festival presents “Chicago Lyric 
Opera!” at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 15, 2019 at Chapel 
Lane Presbyterian Church, 5501 Jefferson Ave.  Featured 
artists will be Ann Toomey, soprano, Josh Lovell, tenor 
and pianist Madeline Slettedahl.  Tickets are available at 
the door for $10.  

Our special offering for the month of March 
is One Great Hour of Sharing. The United 
Church of Christ unites with Christians in eight 
other Protestant denominations and Church 

World Service in One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). 
This sharing transforms lives through health, education, 
agricultural and emergency relief initiatives in 138 coun-
tries. 
 

 

If you would like to give a gift to One Great Hour of Shar-
ing, envelopes will be placed outside the sanctuary or put 
OGHS on the information line of your check and drop it in 
the offering plate or in the church office. Thank you! 

Please join the Tri Cities Welcome Refugee Group in 

welcoming Michelle Haskell to the Creative 360 center at 

1517 Bayliss Street, Midland, MI from 2:00-4:00 p.m. on 

Sunday, March 24, to share with us the need for assisting 

children in need of refuge. Michelle serves at  Samari-

tas as Outreach Team Lead for Refugee Youth Services. 

She oversees community outreach, foster family recruit-

ment, and   mentor/tutor programming for the refugee 

youth services program. Rieek, a SVSU student and refu-

gee from South Sudan, who just recently received legal  

asylum in the United States, will also speak and share, 

as he is able, his story of making his way to the United 

States as a young person after fleeing war and a stay at 

a refugee camp in Kenya.   

The Lenten season is usually the 
time of year that for 40 days, peo-
ple give up something. The Social 
Concerns Committee would like to 
suggest that this year we do the 
opposite and do something instead 
of giving up something. Specifically, we suggest that 
people donate 40 items or $40 (or however many of 
either works for you) to SAMS Food Pantry. UCC has 
supported the food pantry for many years, but recently 
our donations have not been as robust as they might 
be. So when would be a better time to remedy that sit-
uation and show concern for people in Midland County 
than Lent? It’s great to give up something that you 
don’t need, that’s not good for you, or is just a show of 
sacrifice to better yourself. But … perhaps it’s even 
better to add something. Especially if doing so would 
help others. Items may be put on the table under the 
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 


