
 

Calendar of Events 
Fourth Sunday in Lent                                                     March 11, 2018 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  

7—9 OWL - Blue Door Room                                              1:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

Youth Group - Parlor                                                            4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, March 12 

Paint & Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                 8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  March 13 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                   9:30 a.m. 

Adult Study Group - Parlor                                                        12:30 p.m. 

Pastoral Relations Committee - Pastor’s Study                      4:15 p.m. 

Board of Christian Community - Parlor                                     7:15 p.m.  

Board of Deacons - Old Kitchen                                                 7:30 p.m.  

Board of Trustees - Blue Door Room                                         7:30 p.m. 
                    

Wednesday, March 14 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                     7:00 a.m. 

Bible Study - Blue Door Room                                                  12:00 p.m. 

Lenten Series                                                                                6:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 15 

Choir Rehearsal - In the loft                                                        7:00 p.m. 

Ski Patrol - Blue Door Room                                                       7:00 p.m.  
 

Friday, March 16 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                 8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, March 17 
 

Sunday, March 18  

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  

7 - 9 OWL                                                                             1:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Monday, March 19 

Easter Plant Order Deadline 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 
Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 

March 11, 2018  
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 



Order of Worship 

Gathering Hymns  
There Is a Balm in Gilead                                            #553       
Come, O Fount of Every Blessing                               #459 

 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 
 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude      When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  Robert Hobby        
             
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 

 

Choral Introit                                      
                                           
Call to Worship          
L:  We come from many different places to proclaim: 
All: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
L:  We come carrying heartbreak and hope to proclaim:   
All: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
L: We come as children, full of exuberance and uncer-

tainty to proclaim: 
All: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
L:  We come as women and men, bearing the responsi-

bilities of life to proclaim: 
All: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
L:  We come to worship to proclaim: 
All: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
  

 

 

*    Hymn           Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                 #43 
               

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

The Juliets will meet on March 20th, at          
1:00 p.m., at the Riverside Restaurant in 
Freeland.  Hope you can make it.  If anyone 
needs a ride please contact either Sue 

Rhodes or Sondi Geminder. 
 

The Romeos will try once again to meet at The Midland 
Burger Company. It is now supposed to be open in the mall 
in the old location of McDonalds. There are several other 
choices available at the same location. We will meet the 
third Tuesday, March 20 at 1:00 p.m. 

The Social Concerns Committee invites you to attend 
a workshop on Christian Activism on Sunday, April 15, 
from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m., in the UCC Fellowship Hall. The 
workshop has been designed to provide a fun, interactive, 
and relaxed atmosphere in which to learn or refresh your 
skills at speaking up and out to those people or institutions 
which can help bring about the changes you seek.  
 

A sign-up sheet is posted in the church hallway across 
from the church offices. Please feel free to call Sarah Gor-
man (989-600-7636) or Barb McGregor (989-708-0736) if 
you have any questions.  

   Pysanky Workshop         
Free! 

 

Sponsored by the Board 
of Christian Community 

 
Saturday, March 24th - 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. 

Dinner and supplies will be provided. 
 

Sign up today, attendance is limited to 15 Adult or Teen 
participants. We had a great time last year. Come help be 

a part of making this year even better! 
 

Dyes are permanent, please come dressed accordingly.  
If you have questions, please call Kate Stacy  



Our special offering for the month of 
March is One Great Hour of Sharing. 
The United Church of Christ unites with 
Christians in eight other Protestant     
denominations and Church World     
Service in One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS). This sharing transforms lives 

through health, education, agricultural, and emergency 
relief initiatives in 138 countries.   
To read stories about the good things that contributions to 
OGHS have done, please visit the web site at http://
www.ucc.org/oghs/. 
 

If you would like to give a gift to One Great Hour of Shar-
ing, envelopes will be placed outside the sanctuary or put 
OGHS on the information line of your check and drop it in 
the offering plate or in the church office. Thank you!  

The next Interfaith Friends meeting is today, March 11 
at 4:00 p.m. at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints on the corner of Eastman and Sugnet. 
 

The discussion topic will be the relocation, resettlement 
and assistance to refugees in Michigan.  We will hear from 
three speakers: 
1. Rev. Rafaat Zaki -  Rev. Raafat serves as the Synod  

Executive with the Synod of the Covenant (since Janu-
ary 2011).  

2. Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack  -  Pastor Nick serves as 
the Director of Congregational Engagement for Samari-
tas.  

3. Kayla Park - Kayla is the Refugee Capacity Builder for 
Samaritas Refugee Youth Services  

 

As always, we will break bread together during the      
meeting.  Please bring a dish to pass around.  We kindly 
request that you bring along a list of ingredients of your 
dish.  Drinks will be provided! 
 

We look forward to seeing many of you at the meeting. 
 

*    Unison Prayer                      Seasons of the Spirit 

 

God of the ages, when pain and grief          
overwhelm, when terror and violence reign, 
when health shatters and hope crumbles, your 
steadfast love endures. Mend our broken 
hearts that we might bear your life-giving love 
in every moment. Amen.             

 
Children’s Moment  Happy Valentine’s Day!   Rev. Pancost 
                              

                                        
Anthem       Bridge Over Troubled Water    Simon/arr. Shaw  
      
Scripture                    
 Numbers 15:7-11                     Pew Bible, pages 165-166 
 Psalm 107:1-3 and 17-22                  NCH pages 693-694 
      John 3:14-21                                     Pew Bible, page 924 
 
Sermon  More Than Alphabet Soup  Rev. Roger C. Pancost 
    

             

  
*     Hymn             For the Healing of the Nations           #576 
                                                                                                
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 

http://www.ucc.org/oghs/
http://www.ucc.org/oghs/


Offertory                                             George Lachenauer 
 

                    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  
 

* Doxology                                 #780 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*     Prayer of Dedication    
 
*    Hymn   Called as Partners in Christ’s Service      #495 

 
*    Benediction  
     
*    Choral Response         
 
Postlude        Voluntary on Ps. 67.7        Douglas Wagner 
       

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                                             
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 
                     

• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and      
Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing       
assistance system. Please ask an     
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

Immediately following our service of worship 
please join us in Fellowship Hall for a time of 
fellowship and refreshments provided by the 
Moderators and Pastoral Relations Committee. 

  Acolyte:  Taryn Brennan 
  Liturgist:  Kyle Bagnall 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Al Harrow 
  Rainbow Door Room: Hannah Rose 
  SAFE Church Volunteer: Steve Ringgold 

The Rainbow Door Room is available for  
infants and children age 3 and under. Families 
are invited to remain in worship with their    
babies, or are welcome to utilize the Rainbow 
Door Room space and listen to the service via 
the speaker system. 

 

After Children's Moments Sunday School   
classes meet in the Education wing. Each    
classroom has a brightly painted door to         
designate it’s participants! Red Door is for four 
year olds, preschoolers, young fives,                

kindergartners and first graders. Green Door is for 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th graders. Fifth through ninth grade students have a 
class in the Blue Door Room. Children age 3 and under are 
welcome in the sanctuary, or childcare is provided in the 
Rainbow Door Room across the hall.  

MUSIC NOTES 
 

Composer, performing and recording artist, Marty 
Haugen wrote today's psalm response (Ps. 107) as well as 
that of Feb. 25th (Ps. 22).  His songs "Shepherd Me, O 
Lord" and "Gather Us In" plus much liturgical music are 
written for many different denominations of believers.  He 
has served as editor and consultant for new hymnals in the 
ELCA, the UCC, the UMC, the Presbyterian Church USA, 
the Anglican Church of Canada, the Mennonite Brethren, 
and he has written numerous psalm settings and a Mass 
for the Catholic liturgy. Over the past 30 years,he has pre-
sented workshops and concerts across North and Central 
America, Europe, Asia, and the Pacific Rim countries. 


