
 

Calendar of Events 

 

Second Sunday of Lent                                                    March 17, 2019 
  

Sunday, March 17  

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  

OWL 4th through 6th grades - Blue Door Room                     12:00 noon 

OWL 4th - 6th grades Celebration - Parlor                                 1:10 p.m.    

               

Monday, March 18 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m.  

 

Tuesday, March 19 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                     9:00 a.m. 

Adult Study Group - Parlor                                                           12:00 noon 

The Lunch Bunch                                                                            1:00 p.m. 

     Romeos - Sticky Paws                                                       

     Juliets - Olive Garden                 

Choir Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                         7:00 p.m. 

Church Council - Parlor                                                                  7:15 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, March 20 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                         7:00 a.m.  

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                        12:30 p.m. 

Lenten Series                                                                                    6:00 p.m.  

   Dinner                                                                                               

   Program  

   Devotional 
 

Thursday, March 21 
 

Friday, March 22 

Alcoholics Anonymous -  Blue Door Room                                     8:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, March 23 

Pysanky Egg Workshop - Parlor                                                      6:00 p.m.  
 

Sunday, March 24 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                     10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                        11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                   11:30 a.m.  
 

Monday, March 18 -  April Newsletter Deadline 
 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m. Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
March 17, 2019 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 



Order of Worship 

Gathering Hymns                                        
       Great Is Your Faithfulness                                           #423 
       For the Fruit of All Creation                                          #425 
 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 
 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude         Miniature in Myxolydian Mode          Flor Peeters                       
      

       
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 

 

Choral Introit                   
                                            
Call to Worship                                  A Celtic Blessing 
 

L:  Deep peace of the running wave to you, 
P: deep peace of the flowing air to you, 
L:  deep peace of the quiet earth to you, 
P: deep peace of the shining stars to you, 
L:  deep peace of the watching shepherds to you, 
P: deep peace of the Son of peace to you! 
                       
*    Hymn                  Be Now My Vision                              #451 
               

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 
*    Unison Prayer                                  A Celtic Prayer 

 

May God bless every step we take, every word 
we speak, every hand we shake, every truth we 
seek, every prayer we make. May God bless this 
day and all the days, our departing, our travel-

ing, and our returning. Amen. 

Our special offering for the month of March is 
One Great Hour of Sharing. The United Church 
of Christ unites with Christians in eight other 
Protestant denominations and Church World 

Service in One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). This shar-
ing transforms lives through health, education, agricultural 
and emergency relief initiatives in 138 countries. 
 

 

If you would like to give a gift to One Great Hour of Shar-
ing, envelopes will be placed outside the sanctuary or put 
OGHS on the information line of your check and drop it in 
the offering plate or in the church office. Thank you! 

The Lenten season is usually the time of year that for 
40 days, people give up something. The Social Con-
cerns Committee would like to suggest that this year 
we do the opposite and do something instead of giving 
up something. Specifically, we suggest that people   
donate 40 items or $40 (or however many of either 
works for you) to SAMS Food Pantry. UCC has sup-
ported the food pantry for many years, but recently our 
donations have not been as robust as they might be. 
So when would be a better time to remedy that situa-
tion and show concern for people in Midland County 
than Lent? It’s great to give up something that you 
don’t need, that’s not good for you, or is just a show of 
sacrifice to better yourself. But … perhaps it’s even 
better to add something. Especially if doing so would 
help others. Items may be put on the table under the 
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 

In October, the Social Concerns committee 
suggested stock-piling non-perishable food 
and paper products for the winter, in case of 
power outages or severe storms. Please   
consider a donation of those items for Lent,   
before they are out-dated. Our goal is 40 items per family, 
which will bolster our community food pantry. Thank you! 



The theme of this year’s Lenten Series is Inspired by 
Spirituals: An Exploration of African American History. 
We invite you to join us each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. for 
a meal prepared by the Deacons. At 6:45 p.m. a presen-
tation on this topic will be offered.  At the conclusion of 
the evening there will be a brief devotional service in the 
sanctuary. We encourage all age groups to attend. Child-
care for younger children will be provided. The second 
program will be: 

 

March 20  “Preparing a Guest Room- the Civil Rights 
Movement of the mid-twentieth century and today”  
                by Jennifer Vannette   
Music was central to the Civil Rights Movement of the 
mid-twentieth century, particularly gospel music and spir-
ituals. The power of music inspired hope and action in 
desperate times. As the younger generation became 
frustrated with the slowness of non-violent protests, they 
still turned to music, and soul became the sound of the 
resistance. The power of this music remains with us    
today and black artists intentionally reference both     
gospel and soul to comment on racial inequality, ethnic 
identity, and demands for acceptance. The vocal calls for 
black pride in the 60s and 70s inspired other marginal-
ized peoples and set the stage for the intersectional 
movement of today.  

The Tri Cities Welcome Refugee Group invites you to 
join them on Sunday, March 24 from 2:00 -4:00 p.m. as 
we learn more about how to assist children in need of 
refuge. Our guest speaker is Michelle Haskell who over-
sees community outreach, foster family recruitment, and 
mentor/tutor programming  for the refugee youth services 
program of Samaritas. An SVSU student who is a refu-
gee from South Sudan will also share his story. This 
event is being held at Creative 360, 1517 Bayliss Street, 
Midland, Michigan. 

Children’s Moment         Saint Patrick             Rev. Pancost 
                                                                                                                                
Anthem                                                  William Henry Smith 
               Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child 
      UCC Choir and Soloists Bill Stokes and Jan Baumgras 
 

Sometimes I feel  like a motherless child, 
A long way from home; a long way from home. 
 

On my knees I pray, Lord; I feel like I’m almost gone.   
On my knees I pray, Lord; A long way from home. 
 

Hear me, Oh, hear me, Oh, Lord, hear my humble cry! 
 

A long way from home. 
I feel like a motherless child, A long way from home. 

  
Scripture                    
      Genesis 15:1-12 & 17-18                   Pew Bible, page 11 
       Luke 13:31-35                                  Pew Bible, page 907 
 
Sermon         Where is Sarah?          Rev. Roger C. Pancost 

              
*     Hymn      O Jesus Christ, May Grateful Hymns       #212 
                                                                                                
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 
Offertory        Beautiful Lord Jesus        Hermann Schroeder 
                         Susan Mercy, Viola 



* Doxology                                 #780 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*     Prayer of Dedication    
 
*    Hymn         Sent Forth by God’s Blessing               #76 

 
*    Benediction      
 
Choral Response         
 
Postlude             Rippling Water Jig                  Traditional 
                            Susan Mercy, Fiddle          arr. O’Connor 

 

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                                             
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and      
Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing       
assistance system. Please ask an     
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

Immediately following our service of worship 
please join us in Fellowship Hall for a time of 
fellowship and refreshments provided by the  
Moderators and Pastoral Relations Committee. 

   

     Acolyte:  Braeden Truitt 
  Liturgist: Marilyn Ehline 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator:  Rob Reeves 
  Rainbow Door Room:  Jon Truitt 
  SAFE Church Volunteer: Amy McDonald 

The Rainbow Door Room is available for     
infants and children age 3 and under. Families 
are invited to remain in worship with their       
babies, or are welcome to utilize the Rainbow 

Door Room space and listen to the service via the speaker 
system. 
 

After Children's Moments Sunday School  
classes meet in the Education wing. Each class-
room has a brightly painted door to designate it’s 
participants! Red Door is for four year old pre-
schoolers, young fives, kindergartners. Orange Door is for 
first and second graders. Green Door is for 3rd, 4th and 5th 
graders. Middle and High School students meet in the Blue 
Door Room.  

 

The Heal Mobile:   I found myself immobilized last sum-
mer after having my second back surgery in little over a 
year.  What was I going to do to keep myself busy?  I 
spent most of my time up north at our camper. I started 
painting sticks and encouraged those who visited to paint 
some as well.  Oh the stories we shared during those 
times with friends and family. I knew I had to create 
something to show off this healing help and work of art. 
The Heal Mobile is a symbol of my healing both physically 

and mentally.  ~ Chris Brennan 

The April newsletter deadline will be Monday, March 18.  


