
Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
March 18, 2018  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 



Order of Worship 

Gathering Hymns  
      I Sing the Praise of Love Almighty                                  #50 
      O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                 #42 
 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 
 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude                          Barcarolle                           Amy Beach 

  

             Susan Mercy, violin and Sheree Lovell, piano 
             
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 

 

Choral Introit                                      
                                           
Call to Worship                        Seasons of the Spirit 

 

L:  God has called us to this place 
P: to worship and rejoice. 
L:  God has called us to this place 
P: to learn and seek. 
L:  God has called us to this place 
P: to be formed and grow. 
L:  Let us worship God; 
P: with all our hearts, minds, and souls we come to 

worship God.     

 

 

*    Hymn             Creator God, Creating Still                      #278 
               

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 

               Easter Plants Order Form 
  On Easter Sunday, we would like to adorn the 

front of the sanctuary with colorful spring      

flowers. This year you have your choice of plants 

including three colors of tulips or azaleas. If you 

would like to order a plant, please indicate your 

selection(s), complete this form, attach your    

payment and place it in the offering plate or drop 

it off in the church office.  

 

            Plants will be available to take home or deliver to a 

friend immediately following the Easter service of worship. 

 
 

           Tulips $8.00 each             Azaleas $13.00 each 

              Red ___           White ___  

              Pink ___            Pink ___  

              Yellow ___                           Red ___ 

 

Person (s) placing this order  ______________________ 

 In memory of _____________________________ 

                                     _____________________________ 

  In honor of   ______________________________ 

              ______________________________ 

 To the Glory of God ________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my payment for ___ plants at $8 each for  

tulips and $13 each for azaleas ___ for a total of 

$________.  Make checks payable to United Church of 

Christ and list plants in the memo line. 

 

 

 Last Chance to Order  



 

Calendar of Events 

 
Fifth Sunday in Lent                                                         March 18, 2018 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  

7 - 9 OWL– Blue Door Room                                             1:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Monday, March 19—Newsletter Deadline 

Paint & Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                 8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  March 20 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                   9:30 a.m. 

Adult Study Group - Parlor                                                        12:00 noon 

Church Council - Parlor                                                               7:15 p.m.  
                    

Wednesday, March 21 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                     7:00 a.m. 

Caregiving Ministries - Pastor’s Study                                    11:00 a.m. 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                    12:30 p.m. 

Lenten Series                                                                                6:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 22  

Choir Rehearsal - In the loft                                                        7:00 p.m. 

Ski Patrol - Blue Door Room                                                       7:00 p.m.  
 

Friday, March 23 

7 - 9 OWL - Parlor                                                              6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                 8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, March 24 

7—9 OWL - 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

Egg Decorating - Fellowship Hall                                    5:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, March 25 - Palm Sunday  

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  

Youth Group—Parlor                                                           4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, March 26 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

 
*     Unison Prayer                       UCC Worship Ways 

 

O God, meet us here today and help us to   
recognize the covenant of justice, peace and 
love that you have written on our hearts. So 
may our desires become more your desires, 
our work become your work, and our commu-
nity the place where you are sought and 
found. In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen. 

 
Children’s Moment           Little is Big              Rev. Pancost 
                              

                                        
Anthem                  What Have We Done?          Hal Hopson 

 

                 Susan Mercy and Sue Tipler, soloists 
      
Scripture                    
 Jeremiah 31:31-34                            Pew Bible, page 680 
 Psalm 51:1-12                 New Century Hymnal Page 657  
      John 12:20-33                          Pew Bible, pages 936-937  
 
Sermon                   Restored             Rev. Roger C. Pancost 
    

              
*     Hymn            In the Bulb There Is a Flower              #433 
                                                                                                
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 



   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 

Offertory                                                   David Cherwien 
                    Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless  
 

* Doxology                                 #780 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*     Prayer of Dedication    
 
*    Hymn                Lift High the Cross                       #198 

 
*    Benediction  
     
Choral Response         
 
Postlude                   Plein jeu                     J. F. Dandrieu 

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                                             
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

  Acolyte: Lainey Ringgold 
  Liturgist: Sarah Gorman 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Grant Von Wald 
  Rainbow Door Room: Steve Ringgold 
   

The Juliets will meet on March 20th, at          
1:00 p.m., at the Riverside Restaurant in 
Freeland.  Hope you can make it.  If anyone 
needs a ride please contact either Sue 

Rhodes or Sondi Geminder. 
 

The Romeos will try once again to meet at The Midland 
Burger Company. It is now supposed to be open in the mall 
in the old location of McDonalds. There are several other 
choices available at the same location. We will meet the 
third Tuesday, March 20 at 1:00 p.m. 

For a number of years the United Church of 
Christ, Midland has held a fundraiser to 
help support the ministries and missions of 
the church. In addition to raising needed 
funds, these events have provided a fun 
evening of fellowship. We invite you to join 

us on Sunday, April 29, for this year’s event which is in 
honor of our church’s First Decade Members.   

This year’s theme is Movie Magic. We invite guests to 
dress in clothing representing a favorite movie (although 
this is not a requirement!) 

The event begins at 4:30 p.m. with fun activities for        
children, followed by dinner and the ever-popular silent and 
live auctions. Auction items are always needed and in the 
past have included hand-made items, experiences,        
services, gift cards, toys, the use of vacation properties and 
food. We encourage you to be creative in terms of what 
you might donate. Donation forms are available in the infor-
mation hallway. A sign-up sheet is also available to help us 
plan dinner. 

If you have any questions about this event please speak 
with one of the committee members: Beverly Curnutt, Janet 
Davis, Karen Harner, Amy Hutchinson, Amy McDonald, 
Roger Pancost, or Ellie Schroeder. 

Movie  
Magic 



Our special offering for the month of 
March is One Great Hour of Sharing. 
The United Church of Christ unites with 
Christians in eight other Protestant     
denominations and Church World     
Service in One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS). This sharing transforms lives 

through health, education, agricultural, and emergency 
relief initiatives in 138 countries.   
To read stories about the good things that contributions to 
OGHS have done, please visit the web site at http://
www.ucc.org/oghs/. 
 

If you would like to give a gift to One Great Hour of Shar-
ing, envelopes will be placed outside the sanctuary or put 
OGHS on the information line of your check and drop it in 
the offering plate or in the church office. Thank you!  

The Social Concerns Committee invites you to attend a 
workshop on Christian Activism on Sunday, April 15, 
from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m., in the UCC Fellowship Hall. The 
workshop has been designed to provide a fun, interactive, 
and relaxed atmosphere in which to learn or refresh your 
skills at speaking up and out to those people or institutions 
which can help bring about the changes you seek.  
 

A sign-up sheet is posted in the church hallway across 
from the church offices. Please feel free to call Sarah   
Gorman (989-600-7636) or Barb McGregor (989-708-0736) 
if you have any questions.  

The Grove Music Festival hosts The Dwight 
Adams Quartet in a jazz concert at 7:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 24 at Chapel Lane    
Presbyterian Church.  Admission is $10 at the 
door. 

• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and      
Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing       
assistance system. Please ask an     
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

Today's prelude, "Barcarolle," composed by Amy Beach 
(1867-1944), is dedicated to Women's History Month, 
and specifically honors women in music.  Amy Beach 
was the first successful American female composer of 
large-scale art music. Her "Gaelic" Symphony, which she 
wrote while she was still in her 20s, was the first such 
work to be composed and published by an American 
woman, and it was premiered by the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra in 1896. She was one of the first American 
composers to succeed without the benefit of European 
training, and became one of the most respected and   
acclaimed American composers and pianists of either 
gender during that era.   
 

                            Susan Mercy and Sheree Clark Lovell                   

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellow-
ship Hall for refreshments after the service of 
worship. Church members are happy to greet 
you and answer any questions you may have. 
We hope you feel welcome here! Refresh-

ments are provided by the Moderators and the Pastoral 
Relations Committee. 

Reminder! The April Newsletter deadline is tomorrow, 
Monday, March 19. Easter Plant Orders are also due. 

http://www.ucc.org/oghs/
http://www.ucc.org/oghs/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_music


The Rainbow Door Room is available for  
infants and children age 3 and under. Fami-
lies are invited to remain in worship with their    
babies, or are welcome to utilize the Rainbow 
Door Room space and listen to the service 

via the speaker system. 
 

After Children's Moments Sunday School   
classes meet in the Education wing. Each    
classroom has a brightly painted door to         
designate it’s participants! Red Door is for four 
year olds, preschoolers, young fives,                
kindergartners and first graders. Green Door is for 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th graders. Fifth through ninth grade students have a 
class in the Blue Door Room. Children age 3 and under are 
welcome in the sanctuary, or childcare is provided in the 
Rainbow Door Room across the hall.  

Next Wednesday (March 21) will 
be the last of the Lenten supper 
programs.  This session will feature 
a  modification of the practice of 
Lectio Divina, a practice that 

comes to us from Origen who was a major theologian in 
the Egyptian church about 200 CE.  Lectio Divina is a prac-
tice that asks us to read Scriptures and other writings with-
out analysis in order to experience the emotional and spir-
itual impact of the passages.  As usual we will gather at 
6:00 p.m. for a shared meal, immerse ourselves in the 
evening activity and then finish the closing devotions at 
8:00 p.m.  Please keep in mind that each of the Lenten 
programs is a free-standing experience, so you need not 
have attended others to join us Wednesday. 
 

We continue to expand on commentary from Valerie Allen, 
the artist of the painting in the Orange Door Room.  If you 
haven't viewed the painting in a while, do stop in and      
behold her work and her thoughts about "Archive". We   
invite your comments and reflections on the Lenten      
website at uccmidland.org/lent. 

   Pysanky Workshop          
 

Sponsored by the 
 Board of Christian Community 

 

Saturday, March 24th - 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. 

Dinner and supplies will be provided. 
 

Sign up today, attendance is limited to 15 Adult or Teen 
participants. We had a great time last year. Come help be 
a part of making this year even better! 
 

Dyes are permanent, please come dressed accordingly.  
If you have questions, please call Kate Stacy at 989-513-
3328. 

The Social Concerns Committee wants to make all our 
members and friends aware of the UCC Justice and 
Peace Action Network (JPANet). This is UCC’s grass-
rootsadvocacy network composed of individual members 
and local UCC congregations across the country. This 
work is grounded in General Synod resolutions and is 
formed by a biblical understanding of prophetic ministry. 
Currently, some of the issues in which JPANet is involved 
include encouraging passage of The Dream Act, support-
ing welcome to refugees, opposing human trafficking, 
supporting an open and free internet, fighting cuts to pov-
erty and hunger programs as well as health care subsi-
dies. 

 

If you would like updates on the work of JPANet, go to the 
United Church of Christ website, ucc.org, and click on 
UCC Justice and Peace Action Network. It will take you to 
a site where you can join the network and receive weekly 
action alerts. 

Each year our church sends a team to Saginaw to assist 
with the One Week-One Street project. Please note that 
this year’s  project will run a week later than usual on 
June 25–29, 2018. We generally commit to serving Mon-
day and Tuesday. Please speak with Reverend Pancost 
if you have questions regarding this project. 

http://uccmidland.org/lent

