
 

Calendar of Events 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent                                                   March 31, 2019  
 

Sunday, March 31 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                               11:30 a.m.  

 

Monday, April 1  

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, April 2 –Deadline for Movie Sign-up/Reservations 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                     9:00 a.m. 

Adult Study - Parlor                                                                       12:00 noon 
 

Wednesday,  April 3  

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                        7:00 a.m. 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                      12:30 p.m. 

Lenten Series                                                                                 6:00 p.m.  

   Dinner                                                                                               

   Program  

   Devotion 
 

Thursday, April 4 

Choir Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                        7:00 p.m.  

 

Friday, April 5  

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                  7:00 p.m.  

 

Saturday, April 6  

Movie - Dumbo at NCG Theatre                                                   9:15 a.m. 
 

Sunday, Apri 7  

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                   11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                              11:30 a.m.  

Youth Group - Parlor                                                                     4:00 p.m.  

 

Monday, April 8  

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                           10:00 a.m. 

Worship Committee - Parlor                                                       12:00  noon 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                   8:00 p.m. 
Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 

March 31, 2019  
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 



Order of Worship 

Gathering Hymns                                        
       Beneath the Cross of Jesus                                         #190 
       Lift High the Cross                                                        #198 
 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 
 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
  
Prelude                                                       Charles Callahan 
         Meditation on When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
          
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 

 

Choral Introit         
                                            
Call to Worship 

 

L: The journey of life has brought us to this time and to 
this place. 

P: In this house of prayer we are reminded that we 
are always welcomed by God. 

L:  In this house we are surrounded by the love and 
support of others on the journey. 

P: In this house we are able to share our deepest 
fears and our greatest joys. 

L: We give thanks for this house and for this time           
together 

P: Thanks be to God!                            
 

*    Hymn        Let Me Enter God’s Own Dwelling                 #67 
               

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

2019 FUNDRAISER 
Get ready to Rock around the Clock! 
You are invited to cruise into some 
serious fun at this year’s auction 
fundraiser: 50s Flashback. Dig out 
your poodle skirts and saddle shoes, 
or roll up your jeans and t-shirts, and 
join us on Sunday, May 5, 2019. 
The fun begins at 4:30 p.m. with 
neato outdoor activities for the 
kiddos and a photo op with some 
classic wheels. Inside there will be 
an array of cool items at the silent 
auction. You can treat your tummy to delicious food from 
Amy’s Diner and enjoy a root beer float prepared by our 
hip teens. Following dinner the fun continues with a live 
auction.  

 

In order to make this blast from the past a success we 
need donations for both auctions. Things that have been 
donated in the past include: food items, experiences, vaca-
tion home weekends, dinners, services, and hand-made 
items. You can fill in the donation form and email it to our 
church’s Administrative Assistant, Janet Davis, at           
janet@uccmidland.org or submit a hard copy to the church 
office. Donation forms are available on the table outside 
the church office and along with a sign-up sheet for those 
planning to attend in the hallway leading to the fellowship 
hall. 

 

Your fab Fundraiser Committee, Beverly Curnutt, Janet 
Davis, Karen Harner, Amy Hutchinson, Amy McDonald, 
Roger Pancost and Ellie Schroeder 

 

50s Flashback 

mailto:janet@uccmidland.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Join us on Saturday April 6
th
 at 9:15 a.m. at NCG Cine-

mas to see the latest movie from Disney and director 

Tim Burton, the all-new grand live-action      adventure 

“Dumbo” expands on the beloved classic story where 

differences are celebrated, family is cherished and 

dreams take flight. 
 

Circus owner Max Medici (Danny DeVito) enlists former 
star Holt Farrier (Colin Farrell) and his children Milly 
(Nico Parker) and Joe (Finley Hobbins) to care for a 
newborn elephant whose oversized ears make him a 
laughingstock in an already struggling circus. But when 
they discover that Dumbo can fly, the circus makes an 
incredible comeback, attracting persuasive entrepreneur 
V.A. Vandevere (Michael Keaton), who recruits the pecu-
liar pachyderm for his newest, larger-than-life entertain-
ment venture, Dreamland. Dumbo soars to new heights 
alongside a charming and spectacular aerial artist, Co-
lette Marchant (Eva Green), until Holt learns that be-
neath its shiny veneer, Dreamland is full of dark se-
crets.”                                                    
 

 

If you have not have the chance you can check out the 

remodeled NCG cinema. Tickets are $7 each and those 

who sign up and pay first will have the choice of the 

new VIP reclining seats. (Unknown at this time which 

theater and how many VIP seats are offered) 

 

Please sign up no later than Tuesday, April 

2
nd

.  Thank you from the Board of Christian Community. 

 

 

*    Unison Prayer                   
 

God of love, we enter this house filled with 
many longings. We long to be reassured of 
your love for us. We long to learn how to fully 
love ourselves. We long to know how to better 
love our neighbor. We pray that you will fill our 
longing hearts as we gather in worship. Amen. 

 
Children’s Moment             Loving                  Rev. Pancost 
                                                                                                                                
Anthem             Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit        arr. Dawson 
                                Bill Stokes, soloist 
 

Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit 
 

Ev’ry time I feel the spirit, movin’ in my heart, I will pray. 
 

Upon the mountain my Lord spoke,  
Out of His mouth came fire and smoke;  
Looked all around me, it looked so fine,   
Till I asked my Lord, if all was mine. 
 

Ev’ry time I feel the spirit, movin’ in my heart, I will pray. 
 

Jordan river is chilly an’ cold, 
It chills the body, but not the soul; 
There ain’t but one train upon this track, 
It runs to heaven an’ right back. 
 

Ev’ry time I feel the spirit, movin’ in my heart, I will pray. 
            
Scripture                    
      2 Corinthians 5:16-21                     Pew Bible, page 1006 
       Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32                Pew Bible, pages 908-909 
 
Messages                   Embracing Love               

 Sarah Gorman 
 Grant Von Wald 
 Mary DuBuis   

     
*     Hymn    Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound      #547 
                                                                                                



Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
Offertory                                       Vaughan-Williams/Held 
                   Come Down, O Love Divine 
 

* Doxology                                 #780 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*     Prayer of Dedication    
 
*    Hymn      O God, How We Have Wandered          #202 

 
*    Benediction      
 
Choral Response       Remember Me 
 
Postlude             Grand plein jeu           L. N. Clerambault 
   

                    Doug Webster, Contra Bassoon  

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                                             

 

The Heal Mobile:   I found myself immobilized last sum-
mer after having my second back surgery in little over a 
year.  What was I going to do to keep myself busy?  I 
spent most of my time up north at our camper. I started 
painting sticks and encouraged those who visited to paint 
some as well.  Oh the stories we shared during those 
times with friends and family. I knew I had to create 
something to show off this healing help and work of art. 
The Heal Mobile is a symbol of my healing both physically 

and mentally.  ~ Chris Brennan 

Our organist, Ed Soehnlen, will be retiring on May 19th. 
As a result, beginning May 26th, special music will be 
featured during each Sunday service until the middle of 
September. We will need people to provide instrumental 
and vocal music for the preludes, offertories, and post-
ludes. You are not obligated to provide music for all three 
slots on a given Sunday unless you want to do so. You 
may also volunteer for just one Sunday or for several. 

 

If you’d like to help us out, please e-mail Jim Hohmeyer 
at jim.hohmeyer@gmail.com. In your email, please tell 
him who you are, what instrument (including voice) you 
will be playing, and your intended musical selection. 
Please also indicate the dates on which you will be avail-
able. Jim will review and authorize each request and then 
add your name to a sign-up document. You will be noti-
fied by Jim when your performance piece has been      
accepted and added to the schedule. You will be sched-
uled to perform on any given Sunday only if you have  
received official notification from Jim.  

 

Thanks for your help! 



Easter Plant Order forms are now available on  
tables outside the sanctuary doors, outside the 
church office and in the information hallway. See 
the order form for more information. Wednesday, 
April 3 is the deadline for all orders.  

 

Offering envelope order forms are available outside the 
church office and in the information hallway. 

SOMETHING MISSING?  We noticed some items may 
have been left behind. Please check the table in fellow-
ship hall and the coat rack in the information hallway and 
take your items home with you today! Thank you! 

Our special offering for the month of March is 
One Great Hour of Sharing. The United Church 
of Christ unites with Christians in eight other 
Protestant denominations and Church World 

Service in One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). This shar-
ing transforms lives through health, education, agricultural 
and emergency relief initiatives in 138 countries. 
 

 

If you would like to give a gift to One Great Hour of Shar-
ing, envelopes will be placed outside the sanctuary or put 
OGHS on the information line of your check and drop it in 
the offering plate or in the church office. Thank you! 

In October, the Social Concerns committee 
suggested stock-piling non-perishable food 
and paper products for the winter, in case of 
power outages or severe storms. Please   
consider a donation of those items for Lent,   
before they are out-dated. Our goal is 40 items per family, 
which will bolster our community food pantry. Thank you! 

• It is important for everyone to use the microphone    
during Announcements and Joys and      
Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a hearing       
assistance system. Please ask an     
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

   

     Acolyte: Malachi Vannette 
  Liturgist: Mary DuBuis 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator:  Al Harrow 
  Rainbow Door Room:  Sam Ringgold 
  SAFE Church Volunteer:  Laurie Bledsoe 
  The Heal Mobile: Christine Brennan and friends 

The Rainbow Door Room is available for 
infants and children age 3 and under.     Fam-
ilies are invited to remain in worship with their  
babies, or are welcome to utilize the Rainbow 
Door Room space and listen to the service 

via the speaker system. 
 

After Children's Moments Sunday School 
classes meet in the Education wing. Each 
classroom has a brightly painted door to desig-
nate it’s participants! Red Door is for four year 
olds preschoolers, young fives, and kinder-
gartners. Orange Door is for first and second graders. 
Green Door is for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. Middle and 
High School students meet in the Blue Door Room. 



Immediately following our service of worship 
please join us in Fellowship Hall for a time of 
fellowship and refreshments provided by the 
Moderators and Pastoral Relations Committee. 

The theme of this year’s Lenten Series is Inspired by Spiritu-
als: An Exploration of African American History. We invite 
you to join us each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. for a meal pre-
pared by the Deacons. At 6:45 p.m. a presentation on this 
topic will be offered. At the conclusion of the evening there 
will be a brief devotional service in the sanctuary. We encour-
age all age groups to attend. The upcoming program will be: 
 

April 3 “Ain’t That Good News?” by Eric Gardner    
This talk will focus broadly on the potential and complexity of 
“good news” for enslaved and newly freed African Americans 
before, during, and just after the US Civil War. Its starting 
point will be the “Information Wanted” ads that appeared in 
several African American newspapers (including church or-
gans like the AME Church Christian Recorder) during and 
after the war. These ads were placed by African Americans 
in hopes of finding family members and friends separated 
from them in slavery. The ads both pray for “good news” and 
recognize a depth of loss and on-going threat that challenge 
senses of “good news.” They embody both the potential and 
the difficulties surrounding the new, post-war positions of for-
merly enslaved African Americans as both legally “free” and 
still surrounded by racist apparatus. To think about some of 
those systems of racism, the talk will sketch out basic facets 
of antebellum American chattel slavery—legal, demographic, 
social, personal—and some of the differences between vari-
ous abolitionist sensibilities. From all of these various pieces, 
the talk will move to consider some of the places of spirituals 
in the antebellum cultures—from African American oral cul-
tures to the complicated position of music in some free Black 
churches to the dominance of minstrelsy in white entertain-
ment venues. It will then explore how spirituals moved into 
the wider (and whiter) world after the Civil War—in ways as 
vexed as those surrounding the “Information Wanted” ads—
and, in this, will include some discussion of early white tran-
scribers and early Black groups like the Jubilee Singers. 

UCC Founders Series 
Presents the Olivet 
College Gospel Choir  
 

On Palm Sunday, April 
14, the Olivet     College 
Gospel Choir will per-
form at 3:00 p.m. in the 
UCC Sanctuary. This 
choir is not an academ-
ic program of the college, but rather an engaging group of 
volunteers which prepares and performs for the love of 
gospel music. The group is directed by La'Rae M. Trice.   
 

Members of the UCC Midland youth group, along with 
Jenn Ringgold and Rev. Pancost, heard the choir perform 
in October 2018, at the UCC Michigan Conference Annual 
Meeting. Jenn reports, "They are an incredible collection of 
musicians who filled the entire sanctuary at First Congre-
gational UCC in Charlotte, MI with joy and beautiful       
music. The youth really enjoyed the experience, and are 
excited to help provide hospitality and hear them again" on 
Palm Sunday. 
 

Olivet College, in Olivet, Michigan, is a UCC institution, 
founded in 1844 by a Congregationalist minister.    

 

The college was prevented from receiving a state charter 
in 1845 due to its abolitionist beliefs. Regardless, the     
college persevered, and in 1859, a state charter was 
granted to Olivet College. 

 

Free admission to the concert is offered, and a freewill   
offering will be collected to help support the Founders    
Series and the Gospel Choir. Following the concert will be 
a reception to meet the singers.  
 

The Founders Series at UCC, created in celebration of the 
congregation's 50th anniversary, honors the individuals 
who came together to found UCC Midland.  Several of the 
founders remain active members of the church today. 


