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Inside this issue: 

 

 

Over the past few months we have seen an influx of visitors to the   
United Church of Christ, Midland. As I have had opportunities to talk 
with many of these visitors I have heard a common theme regarding 
their search for a faith community. A number of people have told me 
that they are looking for a church that is inclusive.  Inclusivity refers not 
only to being welcoming of all people, but also open to theological    
differences. 

In thinking about creating an atmosphere of inclusivity I was reminded 
of a document that was created a few years ago by a group of clergy 
and lay people in Phoenix, Arizona. This document, which is titled, 
“The Phoenix Affirmations”, is a set of 12 principles that reflect an     
inclusive faith. Here are the 12 principles: 

Christian Love of God Includes:                                                                                   

1. Walking fully in the Path of Jesus without denying the legitimacy of 
other paths that God may provide for humanity.    

2. Listening for God’s Word, which comes through daily prayer and 
meditation, studying the ancient testimonies which we call Scripture, 
and attending to God’s present activity in the world 

3. Celebrating the God whose Spirit pervades and whose glory is re-
flected in all of God’s Creation,   including the earth and its ecosys-
tems, the sacred and secular, the Christian and non-Christian, the  hu-
man and non-human.                                                 

4. Expressing our love in worship that is as sincere, vibrant, and artful 
as it is scriptural.  

Christian Love of Neighbor Includes:                                                                            

5. Engaging people authentically, as Jesus did, treating all as creations 
made in God’s very image,   regardless of race, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, age, physical or mental ability, nationality, or economic class.                                                       

6. Standing, as Jesus does, with the outcast and oppressed, the deni-
grated and afflicted, seeking peace and justice with or without the sup-
port of others.                                  

7. Preserving religious freedom and the church’s ability to speak pro-
phetically to government by resisting the commingling of church and 
state.                                               

8. Walking humbly with God, acknowledging our own shortcomings 
while honestly seeking to understand and call forth the best in others, 
including those who consider us their enemies.   (Continued on page 2) 

  From Your Pastor…  
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Joys & Concerns 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the following individuals:  
 

Harold Slater was recently hospitalized and has now returned home and is doing well. 
 
Deborah Hawkins recently underwent surgery and is now home and healing well. 
 
LoLita Pfeiffer was recently hospitalized and is now home. 
 
Ethan Bledsoe upon his graduation from the University of Michigan College of Engineering with 
a bachelor’s degree in computer coding. Ethan will continue study abroad this summer at Lund 
University in Lund Sweden.   
 
Jim Hohmeyer has retired from MCFTA and is now embarking on a new chapter in life.  

 

Children and Youth Sunday  

Children and Youth Sunday will be held on June 4, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. Rehearsal for all ages will 
be on SATURDAY, June 3 at 10:00 a.m.  – anticipating nicer weather, will be done earlier so 
families can enjoy the day, and participate in the packaging of meals for the Kids Coalition Against 
Hunger at the Islamic Center at 1:00 p.m. if desired.  Children and Families interested in 
participating in a short term choir for a song to be included on June 4

th
 will begin rehearsals on 

Sunday, May 7 from 11:15 -11:30 a.m. in the Parlor after worship. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

    

Christian Love of Self Includes:                                                                                     

9. Basing our lives on the faith that in Christ all things are made new and that we, and all people, are 
loved beyond our wildest imaginations—for eternity.                                            

10. Claiming the sacredness of both our minds and our hearts, and recognizing that faith and science, 
doubt and belief serve the pursuit of truth.                                               

11. Caring for our bodies and insisting on taking time to enjoy the benefits of prayer, reflection, worship, 
and recreation in addition to work.                                                                      

12. Acting on the faith that we are born with a meaning and purpose, a vocation and ministry that serve 
to strengthen and extend God’s realm of love.   

I invite you to reflect on the Phoenix Affirmations in terms of how they speak to your faith and how they 
reflect the inclusive nature of the United Church of Christ, Midland.  

 

Peace, 

Roger 

  From Your Pastor…  
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Eeyore, with his following storm cloud, is saddened because the church is 
getting older and needs some extra attention to maintenance and upgrades. 
Not to fear, Tigger, in the form of the Board of Trustees, has bounced into 
the scene and is leading the parade down the sunny side of the street with a 
plan to help raise the needed funds to sustain us! 
 

As you may be aware, the building and grounds of the United Church of Christ, Midland are in their 
sixth decade of use and development. Although we have been diligent stewards of the church proper-
ty, as the building ages and the grounds mature, critical equipment replacement and grounds mainte-
nance become an increasing (and sometimes urgent) necessity. In 2015-16 the Trustees developed a 
5-year strategic plan to identify upcoming needs. To address these needs, the Board of Trustees rec-
ommends to the congregation that a pool of funds totaling approximately $50,000 be raised to provide 
for both anticipated long-term capital improvements and other projects to replace failing equipment.  
 
Some items in the long-term improvement category are: 
Painting the exterior of the sanctuary 
Improving lighting in the parking lot 
Upgrading of outdated computers 
Improving the sound system 
Resurfacing of the parking lot 
Extending the Memorial Garden footprint 
Managing the woodlot (tree removal, pruning, etc.) 
 
In the equipment replacement category, the following projects have been identified: 
Repair and eventually replace furnaces in the Educational wing, the Sanctuary, and kitchen 
Repair and eventually replace the kitchen refrigerator and water heater 
Repair and eventually replace air conditioner units in the Sanctuary and offices 
 
The optimal time frame for establishing this fund is from the beginning of May to the end of June 2017 
so that projects identified for this year will have adequate completion time.  The goal is to replenish this 
pool of funds with annual free will contributions. 
 
Ways to contribute are by a one-time lump sum donation, or a giving commitment on a weekly, 
monthly, quarterly or annual basis.  

 
See our church’s website at https://www.uccmidland.org/capital-campaign for more details and a Q&A 
page.  Additional information and questions can be addressed to members of the Sunshine 
Sustainability Fund Oversight Committee: Mark Kuehl, Trustee; Shawn McDonald, Trustee; Eric 
Petersen, Trustee; Beverly Curnutt, Member-at-large; Mary Haslam, Member-at-large 
 

Sunshine Sustainability Fund Capital Campaign 

https://www.uccmidland.org/capital-campaign
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

10:00 am Paint & Palette 

 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

2 

9:30 am Staff Meeting  

12:00 n Sacred  

            Writings  

 

6:30 pm Campaign 

Committee 

3 

7:00 am Bible Study  

12:30 pm Bible Study  

4 

 

 

 

6:00 pm Music Comm.  

7:00 pm Choir  

             Rehearsal 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA 

6 

9:00 a.m. Church 

Work Day  

(weather permitting) 

7 

10:00 am Worship  

11:00 am Fellowship  

11:15 am Handbells  

11:15 am Family Choir 

 

8  

10:00 am Paint & Palette  

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

9 9:30 am Staff Meeting  

12:00 n Sacred  

           Writings 

7:00 pm Camerata  

7:15 pm Christian 

Community  

7:30 pm Deacons  

7:30 pm Trustees  

10 

7:00 am Bible Study  

12:30 pm Bible Study 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Choir  

             Rehearsal  

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

13   11:00 am Choir  

              Rehearsal 

1:00 pm Reserved          

Hohmeyer  

2:00 pm  

4:00 pm Service 

Saturday at Shelter-

house Resale  

14   9:00 am Choir  

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Fellowship  

11:15 Family Choir  

11:15 Handbells  

 

15 

10:00 am Paint & Palette 

 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA 

16 

9:30 am Staff Meeting  

12:00 n Sacred  

            Writings  

6:30 pm Campaign  

             Committee 

7:15 pm Church  

             Council  

17 

7:00 am Bible Study  

12:30 pm Bible Study  

18 

 

12:00 n GEM  

            Luncheon  

 

 

7:00 pm Choir  

19 

OWL Training 

1:00 pm—8:00 pm  

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

20 

OWL Training  

9:00 am—8:00 pm  

9:00 am MAH  

Furniture pick-up  

 

9:00 am Rain Date 

for Work Day 

21 

10:00 am Worship  

11:00 am Fellowship  

11:15 am Family Choir  

11:15 am Handbells  

12:00 n—3:00 pm  

OWL Training 

4:00 pm Youth Group  

22 

10:00 am Paint & Palette 

 

 

  

 

8:00 pm AA  

23 

AM Daughters of the 

Union set-up  

9:30 am Staff Meeting  

12:00 n Sacred Writings 

 

6:30 pm Campaign  

             Committee   

24 

7:00 am Bible Study  

12:30 pm Bible Study  

!0:00 am Daughters of 

the Union  

 

7:00 pm Technology 

Committee 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Choir  

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8::00 pm AA  

27 

28 

10:00 am Worship  

11:00 am Fellowship  

29 

Memorial Day  

 

Church Offices will be  

Closed  

 

 

8:00 pm AA 

30 

9:30 am Staff Meeting  

12:00 n Sacred 

           Writings 

 

6:30 pm Campaign  

            Committee  

31 

7:00 am Bible Study  

12:30 pm Bible Study  

   

       

May 2017 
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May 7 
Acts 2:42-47  
Psalm 23  
1 Peter 2:19-25  
John 10:1-10  
 
May 14  
Acts 7:55-60  
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
1 Peter 2:2-10  
John 14:1-14  
 
May 21 
Acts 17:22-31  
Psalm 66:8-20  
1 Peter 3:13-22  
John 14:15-21  
  
May 28 
Acts 1:6-14  
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35  
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11  
John 17:1-11 

MAY 

LECTIONARY 

TEXTS 

Caregiving Ministries will host it’s 

Spring Luncheon on Thursday, May 

18, 2017, at noon in the Fellowship 

Hall. Carol Staples and Sam Choo 

will present a program on their trip to 

South Korea. The menu will include 

a spring salad bar. Please come if 

you can. Everyone is welcome! 

GEM LUNCHEON 

Islamic Five Pillars of  Faith 

Presentation 

The Social Concerns Committee has decided 
to cancel the workshop on the Five Pillars of 
Faith which was to be presented by members 
of the Islamic Fellowship on May 7th. This will 
be rescheduled sometime in the fall, so 
please watch for the announcement of the new 
date. You will not have to bring food to the fall 
event either! 

 

 

May  

Birthdays 
Scotty Locker   May 2  

Ying Moua  May 5  

Marcia Streeter  May 5  

Doris Finn   May 6  

Kathy Morris   May 6  

Braeden Truitt  May 9  

Brad Geib   May 10  

LoLita Pfeiffer   May 13  

Steve Webb   May 14  

Andrew Stephenson  May 15  

Dianne Proulx  May 15  

Gabe Vannette  May 15  

Sheree Clark Lovell  May 17  

Annmarie Hawkins  May 18  

 

Rhosan Stryker  May 19  

Owen Gornicki  May 20  

Evelyn Fagley   May 21  

Fred Swinehart  May 23  

Marcia Northrup  May 24  

Jenn Ringgold   May 24  

Evan Knizacky   May 25  

Sondi Geminder  May 26  

Al Harrow   May 27  

Connie Thiel   May 28  

Bruce Oliver   May 29  

Richard Harner  May 30  

Linda Mellen   May 30  

Marc Tipler   May 30  
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May Benevolence Giving 

 

 

 
Each day, Hidden Harvest rescues thousands of pounds of food from 
hospitals, hotels, restaurants, wholesalers, bakeries, grocery stores, and 
other health department or USDA approved sources. This food is immedi-
ately delivered free of charge, to soup kitchens, food pantries, shelters, 
and other nonprofit community programs that help many of our neighbors 
every day. 

 

Hidden Harvest provides food to agencies that serve the homeless, wom-
en and children, youth programs, after school programs, senior citizens 
housing and social services programs. Hidden Harvest is designed to as-
sist nonprofit, community agencies in meeting the requests for food by 
providing a safe and organized method of rescuing and redistributing 
fresh and prepared food items. They provide nutritious fresh and prepared food to soup kitchens, food 
pantries, shelters, after-school programs, senior sites, and other non-profit agencies serving needy res-
idents of our community. 

 

If you would like to make a contribution to Hidden Harvest, envelopes will be available on the tables 

outside the sanctuary doors during the month of May or put Hidden Harvest on the memo line of your 

check and drop it in the offering plate. For more information, please visit http://

www.hiddenharvestshares.org/ 

 

Thank you for your support! 

Matthew Christianson 

Benevolence Committee  

 

Share Your Suggestions for Benevolence Organizations! 

 

UCC Midland has a history of generously donating to a variety of organizations through our benevo-
lence budget. Each year the Board of Deacons distributes these funds to a mix of local and global    
organizations that support health and human services including: disaster/economic hardships, hunger/
health/housing relief, education, growth and nurturing of other ministries. In 2017, the Deacons are 
able to distribute nearly $60,000 to these organizations thanks to your generous donations to the 
church. 

 

The Board of Deacons is interested to hear suggestions of new organizations that we should consider 
including in next year’s benevolence budget from you! If you know of a group that might be a good   
benevolence organization for the church, please share your suggestions with a benevolence subcom-
mittee member (Renee’ Turner and Matthew Christianson) or the Deacons chair (Judy Kuehl). 

http://www.hiddenharvestshares.org/
http://www.hiddenharvestshares.org/
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From the Director of  Educational Ministries 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 I can’t believe it is already time to be making plans for SUMMER!!  The Board of Educational 
Ministries has lots of exciting events to get on your calendars now.   

 

FIRST – Children and Youth Sunday will be on June 4.  Always one of my most favorite days of 
the year … Our youngest members will be leading us in a Pentecost worship celebration – sharing their 
energy and spirt to move among us all.  Children and Family Choir rehearsals begin on Sunday May 7 – 
all are welcome to sing!!! 

 

SECOND – on THURSDAY June 15, BOEM will host an Intergenerational Dinner and Movie Dis-
cussion Night  in Fellowship Hall.  We will have a pizza and salad dinner starting at 5:00pm.  Then we’ll 
watch Disney’s Zootopia (1hr 48min), followed by a multi-age, round-table discussion including the top-
ics of Diversity, Inequality, Stereotypes, and Discrimination.  This educational opportunity is taking place 
on the LAST DAY OF SCHOOL, so it will be a great night to celebrate the start of “summer vacation.”   

 

THIRD – On May 7, we will share the VBS theme during Children’s Moments and kick off our vol-
unteer recruitment for DEEP SEA DISCOVERY.  We already have a few kiddos registered to spend the 
week diving into God’s Word in our yellow submarine, and are looking forward to lots of friends coming 
to our FOURTH annual, week-long Vacation Bible School.  We can’t do it without LOTS of help from 
volunteers, so block off Monday July 31 – Friday August 4 and plan to join in the fun each day from 
9:00am – 12:00noon.   

 

FOURTH – Adults will have a special, one-time opportunity to gather and learn more about the 
topic of Immigration on Sunday June 11 at 8:15am in the Parlor.  Jon Truitt will share his expertise, and 
lead a discussion about this important issue.   

 

Stay tuned for even more fun, exciting, and educational opportunities brought to you by BOEM.  
Looking forward to expanding our minds and our capacity to share God’s love together! 

 
Peace,  

Jenn Ringgold  

Director of Educational Ministries  
 

 

Our Youth would like to thank you for using your  
‘power’ to help the Earth! 

 

The Stow it Don’t Throw it Project began in Florida and is now a nationwide youth-driven marine debris 
prevention and conservation program. Participants are dedicated to protecting marine environments and 
their inhabitants, while educating others to do the same.  Discarded monofilament fishing line takes 
up to 600 years to biodegrade, and is one of the most harmful debris to marine life from entan-
glement and ingestion. The Stow it Don’t Throw it Project helps to keep marine wildlife tangle -
free! 
 

In honor of Earth Day, the Youth Group will donate $186.00 in proceeds from their Barely-Used Battery 
Sale to benefit the Youth Ocean Conservation Team and the Stow it Don’t Throw it Project.  Our 
youth were informed about these joint efforts when the founder, Sean Russell, spoke at NYE 
2016.  Both of these projects currently work to empower young people to be involved in a collab-
orative effort to tackle the threats facing our planet’s marine ecosystems. 
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Kids Coalition Against Hunger 
 

On Saturday, June 3, members of the Midland Area Interfaith Friends will gather at the 
Islamic Center in Midland from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to package 10,000 meals for Kids 
Coalition Against Hunger. KCAH is a 501c.3 humanitarian food relief organization 
whose mission is to significantly reduce the number of hungry children in the U.S. and 
feed starving children throughout the world. All of the packaging will be done by volun-
teers on the premises, with a representative from KCAH present to supply the food and packaging 
needed. 
 

United Church of Christ, Midland, through the SocIal Concerns Committee, is a member of Interfaith 
Friends. We are asking members of the congregation if they would be able to help in one of two ways. 
First, each meal costs 28 cents, so to donate 10,000 meals Interfaith Friends needs $2800. If you would 
be able to help financially in this effort, please make a check out to Islamic Center of Midland, with 
KCAH on the memo line. The check can be mailed to Umbareen Jamil, 2173 Mockingbird Lane, Mid-
land 48642, left in the church office, or dropped in the offering plate on Sunday. The money needs to be 
sent to KCAH by April 25, so please keep that deadline in mind. 
 

If you would like to help with the actual packaging - a wonderful opportunity for all ages - please e-mail 
Umbareen Jamil by May 20 at ummi_hamzah@hotmail.com, and show up at the Islamic Center at 1:00 
p.m. on June 3rd.  
 

Many hands make light work; we look forward to working with you!  

 

A workshop to add to your May 2017 calendars 
 

The Board of Educational Ministries will be sponsoring UCC Midland’s second Our 
Whole Lives Training May 19 – 21.  Our Whole Lives is a life-long sexuality educa-
tion program that is co-written and sustained by the UCC and UUA.  In April of 
2013, we hosted a training for teachers at the Kindergarten/First Grade and 4

th
-6

th
 

Grade levels that included  participants from out-of-state and Canada.  Since 2013, 
our current team of O.W.L. teachers has run three K/1 classes, two 4-6 classes, and one 2/3 class.   
 
This ministry is growing, and the Board of Educational Ministries is excited to work towards adding the 
7

th
-9

th
 grade program.  We will offer a training for individuals who would like to teach at the 7-9 grade 

and 10-12 grade levels on May 19 -21.   
 
Parents and others who also support youth and young adults are encouraged to attend!  This training is 

also open to anyone who would like to learn more about the  
Our Whole Lives Program. 

 
REGISTER ONLINE NOW:   

 

https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/ 
 

Training Schedule 
Friday May 19 1:00pm – 8:00pm (snacks and dinner provided) 

Saturday May 20 9:00am – 8:00pm (breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks provided) 
Sunday May 21 12:00noon – 3:00pm (lunch and snacks provided) 

(full training is a total of 21 hours) 
 

See Flyer on Page 15 for additional information 

mailto:ummi_hamzah@hotmail.com
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                                                                                                                                                                              Lofty News 

 

The worship service on April 30 will involve the dedication of the “new” Steinway piano. Our guest pianist 
for the day will be Dr. George Fee. Dr. Fee is a wonderful pianist who will play works by Schubert, Schu-
mann and Liszt as part of our worship. He and his equally talented pianist wife, Susan Dersnah-Fee, re-
cently returned to Midland after a ten year performing and teaching experience in San Diego, California. 

I am excited that George will be showing off the beauty of this Steinway piano in our service of worship.  

The choir will be presenting Mark Hayes’ Requiem on Mother’s Day, May 14 during our worship service. 
This emotional forty minute piece was written by Mark in commemoration of his parents. The choir is ex-
cited to be able to present this contemporary and uplifting piece of music accompanied by the UCC 
Chamber Ensemble instrumentalists.  

As always, there is room for you in the loft. Come join us on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

Jim Hohmeyer  

Director of Music 

 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday, May 7   Children and Family Choir Rehearsal 11:15 - 11:30 a.m.  Parlor  
Sunday, May 14   Spring Choral Service                                          10:00 a.m. Sanctuary 
Sunday, May 17   Children and Family Choir Rehearsal 11:15 - 11:30 a.m. Parlor 
Friday, May 19—Sunday, May 21   
                                           7th—12th Grade OWL Teacher Training (see the flyer on page >>>) 
Sunday, May 21   Children and Family Choir Rehearsal 11:15 - 11:30 a.m. Parlor  
Sunday, May 21   Youth Group Rehearsal for Youth Sunday 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. Parlor  
Sunday, May 28   One Room Sunday School in the Red Door Room - Memorial Day Weekend  
Saturday, June 3  All Age Rehearsal for Children and Youth Sunday 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary  
Sunday, June 4   Children and Youth Sunday 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary  
Sunday, June 4   Youth Group Year-End Celebration 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.  
Saturday, June 10   UCC Booth at Bay Area Pride Festival 12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m.  
Sunday, June 11   Adult Opportunity Immigration Discussion 8:15 a.m. Parlor  
Sunday, June 11   Summer One Room Sunday School begins  
Sunday, June 11   Board of Educational Ministries Meeting 11:15 a.m. Blue Door Room  
Thursday, June 15  Intergenerational Celebration and Zootopia Discussion— 
                                                   Dinner and a Movie 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall  
Monday, June 19—Tuesday, June 20  
    One Week One Street and Youth Overnight  

 

Planning a meeting for your board, committee or need to utilize space in the 
church building? Don’t assume it’s available - check with the Administrative Assistant for 

availability and ask to have the space reserved! The church calendar can be very full and checking    
prevents disappointment and embarrassment.  
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Financial Summary 
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UCC TO PARTICIPATE IN 

 GREAT LAKES PRIDE EVENT  

AGAIN THIS YEAR 
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 10, for the 2017 Great 
Lakes Bay LGBT Pride Event in Bay City. UCC had a booth at 
last year's event and this year we're expanding to two booths in 
order to have twice as much fun. We want to encourage all age 
groups to attend and let the LGBT community know we wel-
come them as an open and affirming congregation. A sign-up 
sheet for the booths will be posted closer to the event date. 
Please contact Mary Haslam or Jenni Bridges with any ques-
tions. 

 

One Week, One Street  

Starting in 2013 volunteers from our church have participat-
ed each year in the One Week, One Street (OWOS) project 
in Saginaw. OWOS is an annual urban revitalization effort 
that involves volunteers from around the Great Lakes Re-
gion. We will be sending volunteers from our church again 
this year as OWOS focuses on revitalizing Roberts Street. 
Members of our Youth Group will be working Monday, June 
19 and Tuesday, June 20, with a Monday night stay at our 
church. We encourage adults to join us both of those days. 
We meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. to car pool. Work con-
cludes each day at 4:00 p.m. Please sign up on the bulletin 
board across from the church office so that the organizers 
can determine what project best suits our numbers. Pro-
jects often involve, scraping and painting, landscaping, and 
minor home repairs. All skill levels are needed.  

 

Spring Work Day Scheduled - Help is Needed 
 

The UCC Board of Trustees ask for your help during our spring 
work day, to be held on Saturday, May 6 at 9:00 a.m. Weather 
permitting, we will be asking members and friends to bring their 
gloves, rakes, leaf blowers as we make a joint effort at tidying our 
grounds for the upcoming season. In the case of inclement weath-
er, we will postpone the clean up until Saturday, May 20 at 9:00 
a.m.  
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Christian Community Events  

A Break for Womenof the UCC, Midland 

Women of the UCC, Midland you are amazing! We are blessed with so many people who work 
hard in so many ways. Each of you work hard to better your families, our church, our community 
and our world. You deserve a break!  

Did you know there’s a retreat in Tustin, Michigan 
where women from all over the state gather? It’s 
called The Gathering, a celebration of women in 
the United Church of Christ. The 2017 Gathering 
will take place June 9, 10 and 11 with the theme 
Believing, Trusting , Renewing! 

It is a weekend of relaxation, time with God, workshops, worship, and lots of yummy, yummy food. 
In the past couple of years, the United Church of Christ, Midland has had many women attend. 
Two years ago, we were the second largest group in attendance. Let’s try to make this a record 
year.  

While there, you can take a class or just enjoy some downtime. There will be sessions on calligra-
phy, compassion, cookie decorating, knitting, tie-dying t-shirts, painting, Bible study, journaling and 
much more. There are nature walks and kayaking available. If you have not had the experience of 
the retreat center, you can check out their website at http://www.kettunencenter.org.  

You deserve a break! You need time to reconnect with other women, with yourself and with God. 
The Board of Christian Community would like to remind you that if you would like to attend the re-
treat, we have scholarships available. Please see a representative from the Board of Christian 
Community for information about scholarships. Registration forms are available outside the church 
office. Carpooling is available...don’t miss out!  

 

 

 

Take Me Out to the Ball Game!  

This year promises to be another great year for the Loons. 
And just like the past couple of years, we will gather as a 

United Church of Christ and attend a game together!  This year we are plan-
ning to attend an evening game on June 22. The Loons will play South Bend. 
The game starts at 7:05 p.m. It is a Thursday Dollar Night, so hotdogs, ice 
cream sandwiches, chips and drinks are available for just one dollar.  

 

Group tickets are $9.50 per person for reserved seating or $6.50 per person for lawn seats. Handi-
capped seating is limited but available, just let Amy McDonald know it is needed. With our tickets, 
we are allowed into the stadium early for a tour of the facility. We hope to have a record UCC 
crowd in attendance. Scholarships are available for tickets, please see Rev. Roger Pancost for 
scholarships.  
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The Women’s Getaway 2017 

After a year hiatus, the Board of Christian Community has again 
planned a women’s camping trip. This summer, we will meet at the 
Scottish Hills private recreation area near Gladwin. This private area 
has been offered to us by Bill and Phyllis Ferris.  

The campsite includes a pavilion, electrical hook-ups (some campers 
are welcome) and plenty of area for tents. The Scottish Hills offer ca-
noeing, kayaking, swimming and time to gather with friends. This 

camping weekend will take place Friday, July 21 through July 23. If you are unable to attend the entire 
weekend, you are welcome to join us on Saturday, July 22 for food and fun. Meats will be provided for  
Friday and Saturday dinner, feel free to bring other food to share. We will cook together and some car-
pooling will be available.  

A sign-up sheet will be posted, please sign up if you plan to attend. This helps us with food planning. If 
you need gear, such as a tent, sleeping bags, etc., we will be happy to assist, just contact Amy McDon-
ald or any member of the Board of Christian Community. Additional information will be published as it 
becomes available.  

More Upcoming Christian Community Events  

AUGUST may seem very far away at this time,  
but we know families are already making their summer plans!!!!   

This will be our 4
th
 Annual, week-long VBS – WOW!!!   

Get it on your calendar right now because you are not going to want to miss  

Deep Sea Discovery – God is with me wherever I GO!!!   

VBS will be from 9:00 a.m. -12:00 noon, Monday July 31 – Friday August 4 
 

REGISTER ONLINE NOW: 

http://www.myvbs.org/uccmidland.deepseadiscovery/ 

We’ll be splishing and splashing to fun music at Celebration Reef, having Science lessons in Curiosity Cav-
ern, outdoor games at the Tide Pool Playland, and daily Bible Stories aboard the S.S. Discovery!!  We’ll 

have a special service focus again this year on the E.C.H.O. Sea Sub because we are E.quipped by C.hrist 
to H.elp O.thers!!! 

Of course, we’ll all DIVE IN for an all-church VBS celebration on Sunday August 6 
 

Here is your May preview of  DEEP SEA DISCOVERY: 
 

Day:  Three (Wednesday, August 2) 
Bible Point:  God STRENGTHENS me!! 
Key Verse:  Genesis 28:15 
S.S. Discovery Story:  Jesus strengthens Peter in the storm {Matthew 14}  

 
 
 

  

http://www.myvbs.org/uccmidland.deepseadiscovery/
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The Juliets will meet for lunch 
on Tuesday, May 16th at 1:00 
p.m. at Mancinos. All are         
welcome. If you have questions, 
please contact Sue Rhodes or  
Sondi Geminder.  

 

Congregational Updates. . .  

The pictorial directories now have 
the most up-to-date congregational      
information. (If you have not picked 

yours up yet, they are available with names 
on the covers for all those whose photos were 
taken or submitted to Universal Directories.) In 
addition, there is mobile access to the directory. 
 

Please note these corrections and changes:  
 
Bruce and Karen Lovelace have moved! Please 
make changes to your directories. The new ad-
dress is 5158 Ostlund Drive, Hope, MI 48628, 
their home phone is 989-435-3187, Bruce’s cell 
is 989-859-6676 and Karen’s cell is 989-859-
2600. 

 

The Coffee Chat Collective is thriving! 
We now have a Facebook page to make 
it easier for everyone to know where 
and when a chat is happening. Shawn 
McDonald even linked the three coffee 
shops with Google Maps directions, so 
it should be very easy to find us! You 
can also find information of the Social 
Concerns page of our UCC website. 
 
The plan is that first and last Tuesdays 
of the month will be in Midland, at 
Loch’s Coffee Shop. Second 
Wednesdays will be in Bay City at 
Brewtopia. Third Thursdays will be in 
Saginaw at Common Grounds. The 
conversation is always friendly — 
many of us are developing friendships 
that we know will last. Sometimes the 
conversation takes off on politics. All 
views are welcome — including on 
requesting a return to less fraught 
topics.  

  

Join Us for our 

 Interfaith  

Coffee Chat  

 

 

Newsletter deadline for June will be  

May 18, 2017. 

Weekly bulletin deadlines are  

Wednesdays. 

The next meeting will be 
Monday, May 8, 2017 at 
the home of Beverly 
Curnutt, 2800 Mt. 
Vernon Drive. The book 
is Good Kings Bad 
Kings by Susan Nuss-
baum. This book won 

the 2012 PEN/Bellweather Prize of Socially 
Engaged Fiction. It invites the reader “into the 
lives of a group of typical teenagers - alienat-
ed, funny, yearning for autonomy - except 
these teenagers don’t live with their parents 
but in an institution for juveniles with disabili-
ties.” It will make you laugh and cry! Please 
put the date on your calendar.  

 

June’s book is Waiting for Snow in Havana by 
Carlos M. Eire. We’ll be meeting at the home 
of Marilyn Soules. 
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Mark the time and date, Thursday, May 25, at 1:00 p.m. Plan to meet in 
the Jo-Ann parking lot at 12:15 p.m. if you want to carpool. We'll be going to 
Countryside Dinners in Clare, a family style dinner in the Amish/
Mennonite tradition. Address is 8400 E. Colonville Rd. Clare MI 48617.   

 

All dinners come with Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Homemade Noodles, 
Homemade Bread, Butter, Apple Butter or Jams, Coffee and Water plus the 
meat, vegetable and dessert selections from below. 

 

The nature of this outings demands that we are a little more organized than usual. We need reserva-
tions and money up front. Total cost, dinner and tip, is $17.50 per person. 

 

We get to make some food selections as a group. Please indicate your choices below. We'll tally them 
and let Countryside know the group’s wishes. 

 

You can print this, tear off the bottom and return it with your check  or cash to either Sondi Geminder 
or Allan Thiele. Checks should be made out to Allan Thiele 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

                                                                ( Please Cut At This Line ) 

 

Please return this form with your payment to Sondi or Allan no later than May 17th. 

 

Name(s)  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Number attending ______________ 

 

Number attending times $17.50 = amount enclosed  $__________ 

 

MEAT (pick 2 per person)     ___Meatloaf     ___Chicken     ___Ham 

 

VEGETABLE (pick 1 per person)      ___Corn     ___Peas     ___Green Beans 

 

SALAD (pick 1 per person)     ___Chow Mein Salad     ___Tossed Salad     ___ Cole Slaw 

 

DESSERT (Pick 1 per person)     ___Coconut Cream Pie     ___Banana Cream Pie    

 

 ___Peanut Butter Pie     ___Apple Pie     ___Blueberry Pie     ___Raspberry Pie     ___Cherry Pie     

 

A Special Luncheon is Planned and You Are Invited 
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Training Cost is $150.00 per person 
The registration fee covers the cost of the workshop including: trainers, meals, and supplies. 

 

The required Our Whole Lives manuals are not included. 
 

Information and Registration: 
https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/ 

 
Contact person:   Jennifer Ringgold   Director of Educational Ministries UCC, Midland   (989) 631-1136 

Our Whole Lives is a  
comprehensive, kindergarten 

through adult sexuality education 
curriculum series.  It provides youth 
with accurate information on sexual 
health, human development, sexual 

behavior, relationships, and        
personal skills in a supportive     
setting.  This workshop trains   

teachers in how to teach             
participants about sexuality in age-

appropriate ways.   
This workshop will focus on   

curricula for grades  
7-9 and 10-12. 

Friday, May 19  
1:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
(Snacks and Dinner Provided) 

 

Saturday, May 20  
9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

(Breakfast, Lunch, Snacks, and Dinner Provided) 
 

Sunday, May 21  
12:00 noon - 3:00 p.m. 

(Lunch and Snacks Provided) 

Our Whole Lives Training  
 

United Church Of Christ, Midland 
4100 Chestnut Hill Drive 

Midland, MI 48642 

http://www.uccresources.com/products/our-whole-lives-curriculum?variant=857888961
https://www.uccmidland.org/our-whole-lives/
mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org


We’re on the web! 

www.uccmidland.org  

Tel: 989-631-1136 

Fax: 989-631-3840 

E-mail: janet@uccmidland.org 

4100 Chestnut Hill Drive  

Midland, Michigan 48642-6206 


