
 1 

    Volume 21, Issue 5 May 2019 Newsletter 

From Your Pastor…  

 

The first church that I served was in a small town in upstate New York. I came to that church after 
completing three years of seminary education, a number of field education experiences, and a one-
year internship with a church in Toledo, Ohio. I was a young adult ready to share my vast 
knowledge with that congregation. 
 
What I didn’t realize is that the people in that church had even more to share with me. I had a lot of 
book knowledge, but they had the wisdom that comes from living. One of these wise ones was a 
woman named Elizabeth Turner. I spent a number of hours sitting in Elizabeth’s living room learning 
about her life and listening to her thoughts about the church. One of her favorite sayings was, “The 
only constant in life is change.” I have shared this quote many times over the years. It is a reminder 
that change is an ever-present experience in each of our lives. 
 
Although change is a constant in our lives, we aren’t always open to it. In fact, we can sometimes be 
downright resistant! The hymn, Enter, Rejoice, and Come In, reflects our resistance to change as it 
states: “Don’t be afraid of some change.” This hymn reminds us that being open to change can lead 
to new understandings and personal growth. Change can also create energy and new life in individ-
uals and churches. 
 
One of the changes in our worship life is the United Church of Christ resource, titled, Sing! Prayer 
and Praise. The introduction of this book speaks about the music of the church, saying, “This music 
brings us closer to our grace-full, loving, justice-seeking God; it moves us with the message and 
mission of Jesus Christ and surprises us with the power, mystery, and playfulness of the Holy Spirit. 
It takes us to a spiritual place where words alone cannot, helping us to address God with heart as 
well as mind, expressing joy and lament, struggle and hope.” (p. v) 
 
I think spring is the perfect season to reflect on change. Throughout the natural world many changes 
are taking place. Turtles and frogs are swimming in vernal ponds. Birds are migrating back north. 
Daffodils are blooming and trees are filled with buds. What changes are taking place in your life 
these days? What lessons might you learn from such changes? How might you open yourself more 
fully? 
 
Peace,  
Roger 
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Inside this issue: 

Joys & Concerns 

 
May 5  
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)  
Psalm 30  
Revelation 5:11-12  
John 21:1-19 
 
May 12 
Acts 9:36-43  
Psalm 23  
Revelation 7:9-17  
John 10:22-30  
 
 

 
May 19 
Acts 11:1-18  
Psalm 148  
Revelation 21:1-6  
John 13:31-35 
 
May 26 
Acts 16:9-15  
Psalm 67  
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
John 14:23-29 

 

May Lectionary Texts  

The annual church funraiser is almost here. We hope that you will be able to join us on 
Sunday, May 5, for 50sFlashback! The fun begins at 4:30 p.m. with outdoor activities for 
children and a photo op with some classic wheels. Inside there will be hundreds of items 
at the silent auction. You can treat your tummy to delicious food from Amy’s Diner and 
enjoy a root beer float prepared by our hip teens. Following dinner the fun continues with 
a live auction. A sign-up sheet for this event can be found in the hallway leading to the 

fellowship hall.   

Your Fundraiser Committee: Beverly Curnutt, Janet Davis, Karen Harner, Amy Hutchinson, 

Amy McDonald, Roger Pancost and Ellie Schroeder 

2019 FUNDRAISER 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Lin Dorman and his children upon 
the death of his wife, Phae. 
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From Memorial Garden Expansion Committee 
 
Late last summer, the Memorial Garden Expansion project began with the clearing of an area beside the 
current memorial garden, creating a new space for memorial services, quiet reflection, and small gather-
ings.  This project was funded by twelve of our church member memorial funds. 
 
On Sunday June 2, this new outdoor space will be dedicated, following the morning worship  
service.  Please plan to join us as we celebrate this new outdoor area. 

 
Last fall, the Sunshine Fund supported soil enhancement, a thin layer of mulch, 
and several anchor plantings.  This spring, some daffodils were planted and an 
alternate path was made for foot travel to go around the Memorial Garden.  
This summer, evergreens, small trees, shrubs, and perennial plants still need to 
be purchased and planted.   
 
For congregation members interested in donating the cost of one or several 
plants, there is a signup sheet hanging outside the church office.  Checks may 
be written to UCC, Midland putting ‘Memorial Garden Expansion’ in the memo 
line.  Anyone who prefers to make a general donation towards the plantings 
and mulch, please also put ‘Memorial Garden Expansion’ in the memo line of 
your check. 
 
Planting and mulching will continue through the summer and fall as weather  
cooperates and plants become available!   Many thanks to the congregation, 
Trustees, and our UCC family gardening experts for their support and advice in 
this project. 

 

Committee Members:  

Karen Harner, Rick Harner, Roger Pancost, Allan Thiele, Nancy Wells, Tom Wells 

Christine DiMuro helps mulch 

WANTED: Church Historian 
 

Do you enjoy documenting details of important 
events? If so, you should consider becoming UCC 
Midland's "Church Historian." The role is currently 
open, and exists primarily to archive important 
events and activities for access in the future. Existing 
UCC Midland archives are available for viewing to 
help with getting started. Please contact Rev. Pan-
cost if you think you'd be interested in taking on this 
important role. Who knows, you may become the 
next Doris Kearns Goodwin or Ken Burns of UCC 
Midland!  
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May 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

7 a Bible Study  

12:30 p Bible Study 

2 

10 a Dorman  

       Visitation  

11 a Memorial  

        Service    

       Luncheon 

7p Choir Rehearsal 

3 

9 a Fundraiser Prep 

 

8 P aa 

4 

9 a Grounds Clean-

up 

9 a Fundraiser Prep 

5 Silent Auction begins  

10 a Worship 

11 a Fellowship  

4:30 p 50s Flashback 

Gathering & Activi-

ties for Children 

5:15 p Dinner, music 

& Silent Auction  

6:15 p Silent Auction 

Ends 

6:30 p Live Auction! 

6 

10 a Paint & Palette 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

7 

9 a Staff Meeting 

12 n Adult Study  

1:30 p Fine Arts 

 

 

8 

7 a Bible Study  

12:30 p Bible Study 

9 

 

 

 

 

7p Choir Rehearsal 

10 

 

 

7:30 p Brave New 

Voices - Central  

        Auditorium  

 

8P aa 

11 

9 a Home to Stay  

Furniture Pick-up 

Service Saturday  

2-4 p Shelterhouse 

4-6 p  Resale 

12 

10 a Worship 

11 a Fellowship  

13 

10 a Paint & Palette 

 

 

7 p Book Club 

8 p AA 

14 

9 a Staff Meeting 

12 n Adult Study 

1:15 p Social Con-

cerns  

7:15 p Christian 

Comm.  

7:30 p Deacons  

15 

7 a Bible Study  

12:30 p Bible Study 

 

7:30 p Trustees 

16 

 

 

 

7p Choir Rehearsal 

17 

 

 

 

 

8P aa 

18 

19 Choral Service  

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

 

3p Youth Group 

goes to Joseph 

20 

10 a Paint & Palette 

12 n Worship Comm 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

21 9 a Staff Meeting 

22 9 a DOU set-up 

12 n Adult Study  

1 p Lunch Bunch 

7 p Social Concerns 

7:15 p Church  

         Council  

22 

7 a Bible Study  

9 a DOU  

12:30 p Bible Study 

23 

 

 

 

7p Choir Rehearsal 

24 

 

 

 

8 P aa 

25 

26 

10 a Worship 

11 a Fellowship  

27 

Memorial Day  

Offices closed 

 

8 p AA 

28 

9 a Staff Meeting 

12 n Adult Study  

29 

7 a Bible Study  

12:30 p Bible Study 

30 

10:30 a GEM - Road 

Trip 

 

7p Choir Rehearsal 

31 

 

 

8 P aa 
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From the Director of  Educational Ministries 

Dear Friends, 

Youth and delegates across the state of Michigan are getting ready to travel to Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
June 21-25. General Synod 2019 will be a gathering for UCC members from across the nation. This bi-
annual meeting is a time to learn, and a time to determine the direction and future of what it means to be 
the United Church of Christ.   

It was recently announced that author Matthew Desmond will be a 2019 General Synod Keynote Speak-
er. 

Matthew Desmond is the Pulitzer Prize winning author of the book Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the 
American City. The book introduces readers to Desmond’s research on poverty in America, city life, 
housing insecurity, public policy, racial inequality and ethnography, while also sharing  pieces of the   
stories of eight families in Milwaukee and their journeys through eviction. 

With the connection to the city where General Synod is taking place, and the faith themes of justice,    
forgiveness, and caring for others taken on by the book - Evicted has been chosen as the UCC All 
Church Read for 2019. 

For those interested in reading the book right away, and participating in a national conversation and 
book discussion, Rev. Dr. Velda Love in Cleveland, Ohio will be leading an online discussion that you 
can register to participate in here:  http://www.ucc.org/evicted_book_discussion_2019 

The Board of Educational Ministries and Social Concerns Committee are also in support of hosting an   
in-person discussion of the book at a later time here at UCC, Midland.  To be able to add insight to the 
discussion, and allow for youth to share their thoughts from learning with Matthew Desmond, this event 
will take place after General Synod. Please let me know if you are interested in participating in this     
discussion here at our local church, and stay tuned for additional information with a  “to be determined” 
date and time. 

Copies of the book are available at www.uccresources.com/products/evicted-poverty-and-profit-in-the-
american-city 

Or on amazon for similar pricing 
Or can be borrowed from the local library 
Or if you would like a book purchased for you - please see me. 
 
You can watch the introduction to the 2019 All Church Read from Matthew Desmond here: 
https://youtu.be/QS2FHLo5vhk 
 
Thank you for considering this book as a way to engage in the location of General Synod and the      
conversations that will be taking place there, as well as a way to move forward with conversations on 

poverty and homelessness as they relate to our community and our country, through the eyes of our 
church. 
 
Peace,  

Jenn 

 

 

http://www.ucc.org/evicted_book_discussion_2019
http://www.uccresources.com/products/evicted-poverty-and-profit-in-the-american-city
http://www.uccresources.com/products/evicted-poverty-and-profit-in-the-american-city
https://youtu.be/QS2FHLo5vhk
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GEM Spring Luncheon to Include Road Trip 

Our spring luncheon will be a road trip to Whiting Forest with a 

guided tour of the Canopy Walk and a light lunch at the Café. We 

will arrive at the Café at 10:45 a.m. to organize our groups.     

Depending on the total number of attendees we may need to  

divide into two groups.  

The costs will be as follows:  

$2.00 per person for the guided tour (the Caregiving Ministries team will be covering this fee for all)  

$10.00 per person for a single day admission which includes access to Dow Gardens for the day, or if 

preferred an annual pass per person will be $20.00. 

Lunch choices and pricing:  

Soups - red pepper, creamy potato or three bean - $3.50 (a bag of chips or a baguette are included) 

Small Salad - creamy pea, chicken and feta or Oriental broccoli - $2.50 

Pastries - from $.75 to $3.00 

Beverages - from $2.50  -$5.00  

Wheelchairs are available on site, but are limited in number. Amigos are compatible with the trails and 

the Canopy Walk.  

Carpooling is recommended as parking is limited. A few cars will be leaving from the church parking lot, 

so let us know if you are interested.  

A sign up sheet will be available on the bulletin board across from the church office. Please indicate 

your lunch preferences when signing up to attend.  

Caregiving Ministries hope you are able to join us for this fun outing. Should you have any questions, 

please contact Margaret Clark or Sondi Geminder. 

 

Youth@Synod is 50 days away!!  Seven youth 

from UCC, Midland will be joining eleven other youth 

from the MI Conference to attend special youth     

programming during the UCC General Synod      

June 20-25, 2019.  Our final expense to cover at this 

point is our meals. We are hoping that through the 

generosity of your can and bottle returns from our   

ongoing Dime@Time fundraiser this expense will be 

covered.  Youth and their families are collecting and 

returning cans and bottles every week until we leave 

on Thursday June 20!  Thanks for your help!!! 
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                              Lofty News 

 
As most of us know by now, Ed and Charla Soehnlen will be leaving us in May to move to their new 
home in Okemos, Michigan. Ed has been our organist since 1996, and Charla has been singing alto in 
our choir for the past eight years. 
 
Ed and Charla have an extensive history of contributions to the musical 
world for all of their adult lives. They first met, in fact, at Nativity United 
Church of Christ in Livonia where Ed was the organist and Charla was in 
the choir and a good friend of the director. At that point, Ed had completed 
his PhD, and Charla was working on her Bachelor’s degree in Psychology 
and Child Development. They discovered they were both from Ohio - Ed 
from Canton, and Charla from Geneva-on-the Lake - and of course they 
realized quickly that both were very interested in music.  
 
They married in 1977 and moved to Eugene, Oregon, where Ed worked 
with John Brombaugh, building organs such as our tracker organ which, in 
an amazing coincidence, was also built by Brombaugh. Ed says it was a 
crash course in woodworking since he had done little in terms of hands-on 
building until then. In 1979 they moved to the University of Oklahoma in 
Norman, where Ed served on the Music faculty and Charla ran her own 
daycare home. One fond memory of their time there was living in a large 
log home, probably one of their favorite residences from their many 
moves.  
 
They returned to Michigan in 1981 where Ed served as Music Director for one church and, later, organ-
ist at two others before accepting the organist position at United Church of Christ Midland in 1996. Ed, 
as well as Charla, sang with the Saginaw Choral Society, where he served as Bass/Baritone section 
leader. Ed also served on the Artistic Committee for the Society. Here at Midland UCC, Ed has found 
great satisfaction in working with other musicians in ensemble groups on various occasions. In addition, 
he has very much enjoyed helping plan worship services in conjunction with Roger, Jenn, and Jim. 
 
Charla, meanwhile, was busy raising their two children, Aaron and Katharine. She also trained two of 
their dogs and a cat to be certified therapy animals. She finds that her background in psychology and 
child development has helped her in being able to “read” her animals and find ways to train them so 
they can behave appropriately in therapeutic situations. Charla and her animals had to be certified eve-
ry two years, with both the animal and the owner getting scored on their performance. Charla recalled 
with a laugh that the animals almost always got the higher score!  
 
Charla, with her Golden “Treave,” founded and directed the Animal Assisted Therapy Program at Cove-
nant Health Care and served in that capacity for 12 years. Treave was given the Therapy Companion 
Animal of the Year Award by the Michigan Veterinary Association. 
 
Charla worked for the Carrolton school system for ten years, taking her animals into school settings 
where they helped children with reading problems and, in one significant instance, helping to turn a      
hyperactive child into one who could follow instructions and focus his behavior. One of the highlights for 
Charla was when she and her cat Oliver received the Samaritan award for their major contribution to 
the mental health welfare of the Saginaw/Bay area. She no longer has a service animal since the 
deaths of Oliver and their Golden, Treave, but the family has Jonah, a cat who can be a bit nippy but 
who brings love and life to their home. 
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Lofty News cont. 
 
After they have settled into their new home in Okemos, Ed will undergo eye surgery at Kellogg Eye 
Center in Ann Arbor. He plans on teaching again at SVSU in the winter semester of 2020, and he is   
also planning on doing some teaching at the Community Music School at MSU. Charla has already 
found work in the Williamston schools where she will be a supervisor working with elementary grades at 
recess and lunch times. She is looking forward to it in part because Charla and Ed’s two grandchildren, 
Andrew, age 7, and Alexis, age 3, will be going to those schools as well. Ed calls Charla his “organizer 
supreme.” As they prepare for their move, complete the sale of their home here, get their new home 
ready, and wrap up their various duties and commitments in the area, Charla’s skills will no doubt be put 
to the ultimate test.  
 
Ed and Charla’s last day with us as “regulars” - for we hope they will visit us frequently! - will be on May 
19th. Please join with us as we bid them farewell, wish them well in their new life to come, and share 
our love and thanks for all they have given to us over the past 23 years. 

 

    Social Concerns Committee  
 

Support Those Seeking Asylum 
 
Excerpt from a national UCC statement concerning those seeking asylum at 
the southern border.  
 
As people of faith, we are faced not with a border crisis but a moral crisis. 
The current policies and practices of the Administration on the sylum process 
and immigration directly contradict out Scriptural teachings. We must give 
voice to our faith and calling - to stand with the most vulnerable. The United 
State has the moral and legal obligation to accept asylum seekers wherever 
they present themselves and we have the resources and foundational assets 
available to receive and welcome those seeking asylum. Those seeking asy-
lum have not and do not represent a crisis.  
 
To view the full text of the statement and/or to easily send a copy of the na-
tional UCC approved letter concerning asylum seekers to your U legislators 
go to the following web site and enter your name and address. The system 
will locate the appropriate legislators’ email addresses.  
 
https//p2a.co/uVa4tp3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The UCC engages in 
support for asylum 
seekers because of 
and through the lens 
of faith. Worship, ritu-
al and theological ar-
ticulation are central 
to why and how the 
UCC supports people 
seeking asylum.  

Praising God and car-
ing for on another as 
God’s children is the 
heart of who we are 
as Christians. 

Mark your calendars now - JUNE 9, 2019 is Youth Sunday! 

This celebration of Pentecost will include worship written, planned, and 

led by UCC, Midland youth AND the Souper Bowl of Caring Bounce 

House and Dunk Tank Extravaganza!  This event will mark the end of the 

regular programming year, and honor the congregational work done dur-

ing Souper Bowl of Caring.  Thank you to the Board of Trustees for help-

ing to provide a hot dog lunch after worship to add to excitement! 
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Financial Summary 

 

UCC Book Club 

The Book Club will meet May 13 at 7:00 p.m. at Thiele’s where we will be discussing 
The Alice Network by Kate Wuinn. 

Kim Steinke, Treasurer 
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Benevolence Giving for May 

 

 
 

 
Each day, Hidden Harvest rescues thousands of pounds of food from hospitals, hotels, restaurants, 
wholesalers, bakeries, grocery stores, and other health department or USDA approved sources. This 
food is immediately delivered free of charge, to soup kitchens, food pantries, shelters, and other non-
profit community programs that help many of our neighbors every day.  

 

Hidden Harvest provides food to agencies that serve the homeless, women and children, youth pro-
grams, after school programs, senior citizens housing and social services programs. Hidden Harvest is 
designed to assist nonprofit, community agencies in meeting the requests for food by providing a safe 
and organized method of rescuing and redistributing fresh and prepared food items. They provide nutri-
tious fresh and prepared food to soup kitchens, food pantries, shelters, after-school programs, senior 
sites, and other non-profit agencies serving needy residents of our community. 

 

If you would like to make a contribution to Hidden Harvest, envelopes will be available on the tables out-
side the sanctuary doors during the month of May or put Hidden Harvest on the memo line of your check 
and drop it in the offering plate. For more information, please visit http://www.hiddenharvestshares.org/ 

 

Thank you for your support! 

Matthew Christianson 

 Benevolence Committee 

The Special Offering for May is Hidden Harvest which strives to allevi-

ate hunger and end food waste in the Bay, Midland and Saginaw    

region. It does this by providing a safe and coordinated system of  

rescuing surplus food and redistributing it to feed people in need. Last 

year, Hidden Harvest distributed 2.1 million pounds of surplus food 

items in the Great Lakes Bay Region. Food that is picked up in our 

area stays in our area.   

 

 
 
Pinwheels for Prevention, Five 
Days of Action Facebook 
posts, and our inter-
generational discussion of the 
movie Smallfoot, were all 
ways during Child Abuse   
Prevention month that this 
congregation came together to 

learn and empower each other about keeping kids safe. As adults, we are responsible for protecting 
children. By learning more, speaking p, and advocating for children and youth, we can prevent or stop 
abuse that may be happening. Thank you for being open and willing to have these difficult conversa-
tions as a congregation, and for showing our children, youth, and families that they are valuable and 
loved. 

http://www.hiddenharvestshares.org/
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Scotty Locker    May 2 

Marcia Streeter    May 5  

Kathy Morris    May 6  

Braeden Truitt    May 9  

Brad Geib     May 10  

LoLita Pfeiffer    May 13  

Steve Webb    May 14  

Andrew Stephenson   May 15  

Gabe Vannette    May 15  

Sheree Clark Lovell   May 17  

Annmarie Hawkins   May 18  

Rhosan Stryker    May 19  

Owen Gornicki    May 20  

Evelyn Fagley    May 21  

Fred Swinehart    May 23  

Jenn Ringgold    May 25  

Evan Knizacky    May 25  

Sondi Geminder    May 26  

Marge Merz    May 26  

Al Harrow     May 27  

Bruce Oliver    May 29  

Linda Mellen    May 30  

Rick Harner    May 30  

Marc Tipler     May 31 

 

May Birthdays 

 

Newsletter Deadline is the 18th day of each month! 

Bulletin Deadline is 12:00 noon each Wednesday! 

The Lunch Bunch 

The Juliets will be trying a new lunch spot in Midland. We will meet on 
Tuesday, May 21st at 1:00 p.m. at Tiki Pineapple. They are located at 
1908 Saginaw Road in the Kmart Plaza in the first building south of Taco 
Bell. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Rhodes or Sondi 
Geminder. We hope to see you there!   

ROMEO’s will meet on Tuesday, May 21 at 1:00 p.m. at Meaty’s BBQ in 
Bay City. Meaty’s is in the parking lot of Meats and Mooore at 1411 S. 
Wenona Street, Bay City. Meet in the church parking lot at 12:30 p.m. if 
you wish to car pool. 

 

SUPPORT  

SOCIAL  

CONCERNS  

The books that the Social Concerns     
Committee has for sale are on their shelves 
in the Fellowship Hall. They are arranged 
and labeled by category, so it should be 
much easier to find what you are looking for. 
We are always  happy to receive new contri-
butions to our collection.  We do ask a   
couple of things if you have books to      
contribute. Please don’t put them on the 
shelves; instead, please leave them in the 
office with Janet and she will let us know. 
Please do not contribute paperbacks that 
are so old the edges of the pages have 
turned brown. Just drop those in your      
recycle bin. Please do not turn in college 
and graduate school text books. They do 
not sell here, but the library will be glad to 
take them off your hands. 
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Dates for VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 are set for AUGUST 5-9,  

with an all-church celebration on Sunday August 11!!!!  

Get it on your calendar RIGHT NOW because you are 

not going to want to miss out on our 6TH ANNUAL VBS!!! 

 

Volunteers and participants register online HERE: 

https://vbsmate.com/events/uccmidland/17398 

 

The theme for VBS 2018 is  To Mars and Beyond!  Participants and volunteers will GO   

BEYOND - with faith, boldness, kindness, thankfulness, and HOPE!!! 

For the week (and beyond…) we will discover the wonders of God’s universe, explore where 

God’s power can take us, and grow a love that makes the world go ‘round!! 

 

Here is a taste of what To Mars and Beyond! will look like on VBS Day 4: 

Day 4:  Thursday August 8, 2019 

Bible Story:  Jesus heals 10 lepers Luke 17:11-19 

Power Launcher:  Go beyond with  thankfulness!! 

 

We already know that we need cardboard oatmeal containers and would love your help to 

start collecting them, as we plan to need at least 50 for VBS 2019.  Our collection is      

growing, but we still need a few more! 

Thank you for your help to GO BEYOND!!!! 

 

 

 

https://vbsmate.com/events/uccmidland/17398
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The Gathering  

June 7, 8, 9, 2019 

Kettunen Center  

Tustin, Michigan  

www.kettunencenter.org  

ABOUT THE GATHERING  

The GATHERING is a weekend of retreat, renewal, relaxation, and recharging. It is a time to greet old 
friends and make new ones There will be Friday evening entertainment and vespers. Saturday’s activi-
ties give you many opportunities to either stay busy or simply enjoy the beautiful surroundings of 
Kettunen Center. Sunday offers a Sunday school class and a very meaningful worship service. Of 
course, we must add a business meeting somewhere in all the activity. Kettunen Center is located in the 
woods on a beautiful lake. The accommodations are “luxury in the woods” and the food is scrumptious 
and abundant. In short, it’s your weekend. Come and enjoy!! 

 

OUR KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Our keynote speaker this weekend is Rev. Dr. Diane Baker. Before opening her private counseling prac-
tice in 2000 Diane worked in corporate America for 16 years. She holds a Mechanical Design Engineer-
ing Technology degree from Michigan Technological University; a Bachelors in Psychology and Masters 
in Counseling from Oakland University with a Post-Masters specialization in Marriage and Family Coun-
seling; She also earned her Masters of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry (DMin) degrees from Ecumenical 
Theological Seminary. Her DMin explored how church leaders can become more mindful through family 
systems-based conflict training. Diane also has trained extensively through the Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center on how to work effectively with conflict in churches. She is currently the pastor at Bethel 
United Church of Christ in Waterford and has a heart for Interfaith relationships as well as for creating 
healthy churches. Diane enjoys travel, golf, scuba diving, landscaping and decorating. She and her hus-
band Dean live in Clarkston. 

                                                          WORKSHOPS OFFERED  

Keynote Chat  
How Long Should We Grieve After a Loss?  
Card Making  
Why Don’t They Just Get in Line?  
Chair Yoga  
What’s New in Nature  
Star Gazing with Children  
Time Alone with God  

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE - May 20, 2019 

Registration forms and more information including fees are available in the Stem Hallway on the table 
under the bulletin board.  

Pysanky; Ukrainian Inspired Easter Eggs  
Amazing Washer Jewelry  
Crochet 101  
Women in the Military  
Active Shooter Training  
Internet Safety After Death  
Too Much Stuff? I Can Help! 

Bible Studies  
Time Alone with God 



We’re on the web! 

www.uccmidland.org  

Tel: 989-631-1136 

E-mail: janet@uccmidland.org 

4100 Chestnut Hill Drive  

Midland, Michigan 48642-6206 

 

     Brave New Voices  

 

You won't want to miss the Brave New Voices concert 

on Friday evening, May 10th at 7:30 p.m.in Central    

Auditorium. Come out and support the UCC choir, 

which is joining forces with six other choirs from the 

Great Lakes Bay region to present a concert event that 

builds community promotes inclusion, and inspires hope 

through music and the spoken words of members of the 

African-American, LGBTQ, immigrant, and Muslim com-

munities. Our own Jim Hohmeyer is conducting the event and a post-concert reception will follow imme-

diately after the concert. Tickets are $5.00 per person and are available through Eventbrite on the 

bravenewvoicesconcert.org website or at the door on the evening of the performance.  

http://bravenewvoicesconcert.org

