
Calendar of Events 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                              May 6, 2018 

Service of Worship                                                                          10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship  -  Baumann Fellowship Hall                                      11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal - Loft                                                    11:30 a.m. 
 

Monday,  May 7 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Worship Committee - Pastor’s Study                                           12:00 noon 

Heretics Book Study - Parlor                                                            1:15 p.m. 

Music Committee - Parlor                                                                7:00 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                      8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  May 8 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                         9:30 a.m.  

Adult Study Group - Parlor                                                              12:00 noon 

Board of Christian Community - Parlor                                           7:15 p.m. 

Board of Trustees - Blue Door Room                                               7:30 p.m. 

Board of Deacons - Old Kitchen                                                       7:30 p.m.  
 

Wednesday, May 9 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                           7:00 a.m. 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                         12:30 p.m. 

Technology Committee Meeting—Parlor                                       2:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday, May 10 

Choir Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                           7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, May 11 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                       8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, May 12 

Service Saturday - Shelterhouse Resale Shop                    2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Service Saturday - Shelterhouse Resale Shop                    4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday,  May 13 - Music Sunday 

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                   10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                        11:00 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                   11:30 a.m. 
 

Monday,  May 14 

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Heretics Book Study - Parlor                                                           1:15 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                      8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,   May 15 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                       9:30 a.m.  

Adult Study Group - Parlor                                                             12:00 noon 

Church Council - Parlor                                                                    7:15 p.m. 

  
 

 

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
May 6, 2018  

Sixth Sunday of Easter 



Gathering Hymns 
 

      This Is the Day                                                               #84 
      Sweet, Sweet Spirit                                                 #293 
 
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 
 

Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 

 
Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
 
Prelude            As We Gather at Your Table          Larry Visser                   
 
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
   
Choral Introit          
 
Call to Worship                       Seasons of the Spirit 

 

L: Imagine… 
P:...a place where all are welcome and everyone 

hears the sound of their name. 
L: Imagine… 
P:….everyone having a spiritual home free of      

hatred and fear. 
L: Imagine… 
P:...a place where creativity is valued and the spirit 

is nurtured in love. 
L: imagine… 
P:...just imagine 
L:...this is that place. 
 
 
 

Order of Worship 
Board of Educational 
Ministries is excited to 
share with you a unique 
opportunity to view and 
discuss the acclaimed 
National Geographic doc-
umentary Gender Revo-
lution.  In January 2017, 

National Geographic produced an issue entirely devot-
ed to the topic of gender, and then aired Gender Revo-
lution, produced by Katie Couric, February 6, 2017.  
Over a year later, I discovered an opportunity to be-
come a public screening site.  National Geographic will 
send us a copy of the DVD, and has provided a discus-
sion guide and images for advertising.  In return, we 
are promoting the screening on social media with the 
hashtag #GenderRevolution, and agree to have at 
least 30  participants.  Our screening will be held Fri-
day, May 18 at 7:00 p.m 

 

This event is open to the public and free, but requires a 
ticket.  There are MANY ways that you can get tickets. 
Tickets can be obtained at https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/gender-revolution-tickets-45353077275?aff=es2  OR 
through the event on our UCC Midland Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2057361061218771/  
OR you can click on the Gender Revolution image on 
the UCC website at www.uccmidland.org   Please see 
or email me at jenn@uccmidland.org if you have any 
trouble finding a way to get tickets. 

 

Gender identity and LGBTQIA awareness were two of 
the most popular topics that the congregation           
expressed interest in learning more about when       
surveyed about SAFE Church ministries.  This is a      
tremendous opportunity to learn how to be more open, 
affirming, and welcoming in regards to gender.   Look-
ing forward to an evening of learning and talking       
together about this important subject. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gender-revolution-tickets-45353077275?aff=es2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gender-revolution-tickets-45353077275?aff=es2
https://www.facebook.com/events/2057361061218771/
http://www.uccmidland.org
mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org


Adult Summer Bible Study Opportunity 
Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. 
Beginning June 20, 2018 

Peg Stokes will once again be leading an adult Summer 
Bible Study.  This discussion group will meet on 
Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m., in the Parlor, beginning on 
June 20.  Adults will participate with a UCC resource 
entitled 500 ( A Study Guide for the 500th Anniversary 
of the Reformation)  
 

"This study guide celebrates the United Church of 
Christ’s Reformation heritage by lifting up some of the 
Reformation’s central claims. There is beauty here. And 
ugliness too. Inasmuch as ideas can thrill, these ideas 
are thrilling. Brace yourself."—from the Foreword 
 

All are welcome, and participation any time throughout 
the summer is encouraged.  Come whenever you can! 
If you are interested in attending – please sign up 
across from the office so we can order study 
guides.  Study guides will be available prior to the first 
class, and distributed on the table in the Education Hall-
way when they arrive. Thank you!! 

The Juliets will meet at Basil Thai on Tues-
day, May 15th at 1:00 p.m.  Please join us if 
you are able.  Basil Thai is located in the 
downtown area next to Deckers.  If you have 

any questions, contact Sondi Geminder or Sue Rhodes. 
 

The May gathering of the Romeo's will be on Tuesday, 
May 15. We will gather at Tavern 101 located at 101 
Center Ave, Bay City, MI 48708  

Dates for Vacation Bible School 2018 are set for     
August 6-10, with an all-church celebration on Sunday, 
August 12!  You are not going to want to miss out on 
our 5

TH
 annual VBS!  The theme for VBS 2018 is      

Embracing the Fruits of the Spirit. Check your May 
newsletter for additional information. 

    
*    Hymn      Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                   #43  
 
*    Prayer of Confession              Seasons of the Spirit 

          

L: Jesus said, “Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another.             

P: But what about those with challenging       
personalities? What about those with whom 
we seem to share nothing in common or 
who do not interest us in any way? What 

about our own places of unloveliness? 

 L: Jesus said, “Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another.  

P: But what about those who disregard others 
and abuse creation? What about those who 
bring harm to community and destroy that 
which is good? What about the ways, we 

too, resist God’s new creation?        

 L: Jesus said, “Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another.               

P: But what about those in whom the divine 
spark is difficult to see, those who diminish 
the presence of God by their unspeakable 
actions? What about our own actions that 

dim your presence? 

 L: Jesus said, “Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another.  

 

 

 

 



*    Kyrie 

 
*    Words of Affirmation 
 

L:  Behold! God is here, in our midst, making all things 
new. Hopeless despair and lonely pain are no more, 
silent grief and sorrow disappear in God’s presence.          

P: We are living in God’s new creation. Thanks be to 

God!   

Children’s Moment     I call you friends      Rev. Roger Pancost        
  
Anthem         We are Blest By Everything            David Brunner           
 
Scripture 

 

      Acts 10:44-48                                       Pew Bible page  958 
      John 15:9-17                                Pew Bible pages 939-940 
   
 
 

 

 

On Sunday, May 13 during the morning worship      
service the choir will be presenting two extended 

Anthems. The children’s choir will sing I Dream 
A World by Andre Thomas with text by Langston 
Hughes. John Rutter’s Agnus Dei, which fea-
tures a children’s choir and Dan Forrest’s new 

anthem on the melody of A Mighty Fortress is our God. 
The anthems will be accompanied by a brass sextet, or-
gan and percussion ensemble. This promises to be a very 
special morning of  music in worship. 

 
Paint & Palette is a group of area artists who meet in this 
building every Monday morning. They have graciously 
agreed to allow us to display some of their beautiful work 
in the information hallway during the month of May, for our 
enjoyment. They have expressed much appreciation for 
the use of our building, and also donated three paintings 
to the auction this year.  

Final Sessions of “Heretics for Armchair Theologi-
ans” May 7 and May 21, 1:15 – 2:30 p.m.  Led by Rev. 
Pam Buchholz. Ever wonder how it was the church came 
to a belief in the Trinity? Or whether everyone in the early 
church agreed that Jesus was fully human and fully      
divine? And how original was the concept of  “original 
sin?” We will be looking at those questions as we finish 
the fast dash through the first 400 years of Christian 
thought. May 7 will be a discussion of Arius who insisted 
Jesus was NOT God, but only the begotten son of God. 
May 21 will be our snow day make up. It will be Pelagius 
versus Augustine in sorting out humankind’s basic nature. 
What do you think – are we sinners at our core or basical-
ly good?  It’s not too late to join the conversation! 



  Acolyte:  Braeden Truitt 
  Liturgist:  Jean Winther 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator:  Rick Harner 
  SAFE Church Volunteer:  Jenn Ringgold 
  Rainbow Door Room:  Hannah Rose 

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellow-
ship Hall for refreshments after the service of       
worship. Church members are happy to greet 
you and answer any questions you may have. 
We hope you feel welcome here! Refreshments 
are provided by the Board of Christian Commu-
nity. 

Putting good food to good use in the Bay, 
Midland, and Saginaw region 

The Special Offering for May is Hidden Harvest which 
strives to alleviate hunger and end food waste in the Bay, 
Midland and Saginaw region. It does this by providing a 
safe and coordinated system of rescuing surplus food and 
redistributing it to feed people in need. Last year, Hidden 
Harvest distributed 2.1 million pounds of surplus food 
items in the Great Lakes Bay Region. Food that is picked 
up in our area stays in our area.   

 

If you would like to make a contribution to Hidden Harvest, 
envelopes will be available on the tables outside the sanc-
tuary doors during the month of May, or please put Hidden 
Harvest on the memo line of your check and drop it in the 
offering plate. For more information, please visit http://
www.hiddenharvestshares.org/. Thank you for your     
support! 

Sermon    Allow me to be who I am   The Rev. Roger Pancost 
                  
*    Hymn             Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love        #498 

                        
Prayers of the People 
The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 
Offertory              At the Lamb’s High Feast          Charles Ore 
 
* Doxology          NCH (Black) #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*    Prayer of Dedication    
 

  
*    Order of Communion 

Invitation  
Communion Prayer 
 
 

http://www.hiddenharvestshares.org/
http://www.hiddenharvestshares.org/


Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharing of the Elements 

(Please hold the bread until all are serviced.  
You may drink the cup when it is received.) 

 

Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving   
Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have 
refreshed us at your table by granting us the 
presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith,  in-
crease our love for one another, and send us 
forth into the world in courage and peace,        
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

                 
 

 
*    Hymn         Peace I Leave with You, My Friends       #249 
    
*    Benediction 
 
 
                 

 

• It is important for everyone to use the    
microphone during Announcements 
and Joys and Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a  hearing 
assistance system. Please ask an 
usher for a receiver.  

 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

The Rainbow Door Room is available for 
infants and children age 3 and under. Fami-
lies are invited to remain in worship with 
their  babies, or are welcome to utilize the 
Rainbow Door Room space and listen to the 
service via the speaker system. 

 

After Children's Moments Sunday School   
classes meet in the Education wing. Each class-
room has a brightly painted door to designate it’s 
participants! Red Door is for four year olds      
preschoolers, young fives, kindergartners and 
first graders. Green Door is for 2nd, 3rd and 4th grad-
ers.Fifth through 9th graders will remain in worship with 
their families for communion today. Children age 3 and 
under are welcome in the sanctuary, or childcare is pro-
vided in the Rainbow Door Room across the hall.  

*   Choral Response 
                           
Postlude                                                      Charles Callahan 
       Carillon on Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 

                  (We invite you to remain seated in silence.) 
 

We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 


