
Calendar of Events 
 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost                      November 12, 2016 
 

 

Sunday, November 12 - Congregational Meeting  

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m. 

Congregational Meeting immediately following  

Family Choir - Parlor immediately following Congregational Meeting 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall follows  

Handbell rehearsal - Loft                                                           11:30 a.m.  

Five Pillar of Islam - Fellowship Hall                                           4:00 p.m. 
 

Monday, November 13 

Paint & Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Book Club - Traverse Pie Company                                             7:00 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                  8:00 p.m.  
 

Tuesday,  November 14 

Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study                                                   9:30 a.m. 

Adult Study - Parlor                                                                    12:00 noon 

Board of Christian Community - Parlor                                      7:15 p.m. 

Board of Trustees - Blue Door Room                                          7:30 p.m. 
                    

Wednesday, November 15 

Bible Study - Parlor                                                                       7:00 a.m.  

Bible Study - Fellowship Hall                                                     12:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, November 16 

Choir Rehearsal - Loft                                                                 7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, November 17 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                 8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, November 18 

Midland Area Homes furniture pick-up                          1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, November 19 - Thanksgiving Food Basket Deadline  

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                 10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                    11:00 a.m.  

Family Choir - Parlor                                                                   11:15 a.m.  

Deborah’s Buddies -  Blue Door Room                                     11:15 a.m. 

Handbell Rehearsal - Loft                                                          11:30 a.m. 

Youth Group - Parlor                                                                      4:00 p.m.  
 

Monday, November 20—Newsletter Deadline 

Paint & Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                  8:00 p.m.  
 

              

 

November 23 - Thanksgiving Dinner - Fellowship Hall   

        Gathering beginning at 2:00 p.m. with Dinner at 3:00 p.m. 

      

 

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
November 12, 2017 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
First Decade Honor Sunday 



Order of Worship 

 
Gathering Hymns   
     Come, Teach Us, Spirit of Our God                               #287 
     Sweet, Sweet Spirit                                                        #293 
      
Welcome to Worship                                       
 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad in the red folder at the end of the 
pew. Visitors, please give your address and phone number and 

sign our guest book located in the Narthex.) 
 

Announcements 
Joys and Concerns  
Greet Each Other with the Peace of God  
    
Prelude                Meditation No. 10 in A        Eugene Lindusky 
             
We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
 

(Acolyte carries the Light to the Communion Table) 
 

Choral Introit            Would You Harbor Me?          Y. Barnwell         
                                           
Call to Worship               
L:  Friends, welcome to this time of worship. 
P: We gather to remember the stories of faith found 

in the ancient scriptures. 
L:  We gather to remember the stories of our faith that 

come from the history of this church. 
P: We celebrate those among us who are part of 

this wonderful history. 
L:  Friends, welcome to this time of worship. 
  
*    Hymn       God, We Thank You For Our People            #376 
 

(Asterisk indicates when you may stand. Please stand, as you are  
able, when the first notes of the hymn are played.) 

 
 

Dine With Nine 2018  
January * February * March 

Looking for a great way to get to know peo-
ple in the UCC a little  better?  Are you inter-
ested in a way to fill a chilly winter evening 
with warm conversation and a shared meal?  

Sign up sheets will be available in the hallway to the Fel-
lowship Hall throughout the month of November. You can 
sign up to participate in any or all of the three Dine With 
Nine gatherings.  Anyone is welcome! 

 

*Sign-up will be available through November 26
th
. Fill in 

your information for each of the months you would like to 
participate. 

   

*If you are willing to host and are flexible on timing, sign 
up for each month you would be available.  Hosts are  
only assigned to one month.  (If you are willing to host 
more than one month in case of host shortages, please 
make note of this on the sign up sheet). 

 

*Participants will be organized into groups and assigned 
to hosts (approximately 7-9 people in total).  Lists of 
these assignments will be e-mailed by December 6

th
.   

 

*Hosts will contact the participants within their group to 
arrange the date, time, and menu for the given 
month.  While hosts will determine the primary menu, all 
participants will contribute dishes to the dinner. 

The Salvation Army elves are hard at 
work screening families for their annual 
Adopt-a-Family program, and will have 
us paired with a needy family by mid-
November. Our church was extremely generous last year 
with providing a nice Christmas meal and gifts for a single 
mother and her four children. Please watch for further 
communications during November and December regard-
ing how you can be involved, and contact Mary Haslam if 
you have questions or input.  



Attention JULIETs: We will be meeting on the 
second Tuesday of this month due to the        
holiday. We will meet at Lil Chef on Tuesday, 
November 14th at 1:00 p.m.  

 

The ROMEOs will meet at Diamond Jim's at 
101 E. Main Street on Tuesday, November 21, 

at 1:00 p.m.  All are welcome to join us! 

It’s time to plan for Christmas decorat-
ing!  We will gather at 4:00 p.m. on  Monday 
evening, November 27 to decorate the sanctu-
ary and church building for the Christmas sea-

son.  There are lots of things to do – standing, sitting, 
reaching, hanging, designing, and climbing!  After the dec-
orating, the Board of Fine Arts will provide pizza, salad and 
Christmas cookies. 
 

Come join the fun!  We’ve even been known to sing along 
with some Christmas music while we decorate! A sign up 
sheet is available 

As the holidays approach, how better to enjoy 
the season than with UCC women at their  an-
nual Christmas   celebration! This year we will 
gather in the church parlor on Monday,  Decem-
ber 11 at  5:30 p.m.  

 

Please bring an appetizer or sweet treat to share, if you are 
able. Drinks and serving items will be provided.  No one has 
ever left this celebration hungry. Our   entertainment will be 
the ever popular and often competitive White Elephant gift 
exchange. Please bring a small item for the gift ex-
change.  We look forward to an evening of much laughter, 
delicious treats and delightful conversation. Feel free to 
bring a friend! 

 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board across the 
hall from the church office. If you have questions or wish to 
call in your sign-up, please contact Amy McDonald at amy-
cmu@yahoo.com or call 989-506-3734. We hope to see you 
there! Sponsored by the Board of Christian Community. 

First Decade Honor Service 
Introduction 
Recognition of First Decade Members 
Litany of Thanks 
 

L: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will never be hungry, and whoev-
er believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

P: We give thanks for this life giving bread that 
has sustained the Church Universal for 
countless generations. 

L: We give thanks for the many ways in which this 
bread has been shared through the people, and 
the ministries of the United Church of Christ, 
Midland. 

P: We are grateful for the founders, and early 
members of this church, whose vision of a 
welcoming and justice-seeking church      
became a reality. 

L: We give thanks for the many ways in which 
these individuals have shared, and continue to 
share, their gifts in support of the work of this 
church. 

P: In a variety of ways they have helped to feed 
the bodies and spirits of people within this 
fellowship and beyond. 

L: We celebrate that their legacy lives on this day 
as this church continues to be a fellowship 
where all are welcome, God’s justice is pro-
claimed, and the bread of life is shared. 

 
   
 
 



 
 UCC, Midland Covenant 

 

This congregation covenants to 
acknowledge God’s claim upon its life; to 
search unceasingly for God’s truth as it is 
revealed to humankind; to endeavor to live 
our lives as set forth in the living example 
of Jesus Christ; to establish a Christian   
fellowship with which to serve God and   
humanity; and to promote peace and unity 
throughout the world. 
 

This congregation covenants to maintain 
this church by actively sharing in its life 
through prayer, worship, study, and work, 
always seeking to fulfill the purpose for 
which it was organized. 
   

          Symbol of Gratitude 
     Prayer 

 
Children’s Moment       Not a Building          Rev. Pancost                             
                                                                                       
Anthem        All Things Bright and Beautiful     John Rutter 
     

                         Izaac Ringgold, soloist  
 
Scripture                                                   
      

   1 Thessalonians 5:12-22             Pew Bible, page 1031 
 Matthew 25:1-13                           Pew Bible, page 860 

  
 

 
Sermon     Why Another Church?   Rev. Roger C. Pancost  

  
*    Hymn            They did Not Build in Vain                #373    
                  
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets - Helping our community 
in need:  The Board of Christian Community invites you 
to once again help families in need here in Midland Coun-
ty. We are participating in the Thanksgiving Food Basket 
Drive. We will be  collecting any packaged or canned 
food, nonperishable items,   personal care items as well 
as cash and check donations. Checks should be made 
out to the United Church of Christ, Midland with Thanks-
giving Pantry in the memo line. Checks and cash will be 
used to buy turkeys. These donations will help provide for 
over 400 families this year.  Items will be collected until 
November 19 when the items are delivered to the         
Aldersgate United Methodist Church for distribution.  

Sharing Tree tags are ready to be plucked 
from the tree in fellowship hall. This year the 
program has changed slightly, green tags are 
for the traditional gift request as in the past, 
where the    recipient requests a gift and  the 
approximate cost of the item is given. The red 
tags have   become the new online way to 
share with our less fortunate neighbors. We can provide 
food, clothing, utility assistance, transportation, personal 
care or last  minute gifts for the one in three local families 
who are struggling to meet their basic needs.  This year 
we will have 125 tags, or 125 opportunities to bring a 
smile to someone at the holidays.  

 

You may take the green tag from the tree, and return it 
and the gift to the church by December 3. The gift box or 
bag should be left open. These instructions will be includ-
ed on the tag. If you choose the red tag option, you may 
choose your gift online anytime between now and        
December 22. 

 

On Monday, December 4, Sharing Tree organizers will 
deliver the green tag gifts to the distribution site. If you 
have any questions,  contact Amy McDonald by email 
amycmu@yahoo.com or at (989) 506-3734. 



The flowers on the communion table this 
morning are in memory of Stan McGregor and 
Sally Petersen, and in honor of the U.C.C., 
Midland members from the first   decade of the 
church. Provided by Barb McGregor and Eric 
Petersen. 

The UCC Book Club will meet Monday,     
November 113th: discussing The Under-
ground Railroad by Colson Whitehead. We 
will meet at the Traverse Pie Company on 
Saginaw Road at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Your Gift Does Make A Difference - The   
special offering for November is the Pastor’s 
Emergency Assistance Fund. Through our 
pastor, your resources can minister to the     
immediate needs of our Midland neighbors. 
 

If you would like to give to the Pastor’s Emer-
gency Assistance Fund, simply put a note on the memo line 
of your check and drop it in the offering plate or drop off 
your check to the church office.  Your generosity is appreci-
ated by those in our community. 

Please note:  Church policy is to not include activities or 
announcements in the bulletin or during the service of   
worship during joys and concerns that do not relate directly 
to the ministries of the church.  
 

Please direct your announcements, posters, and other    
information to the office and we will use the community  
bulletin board (directly across from the restroom in the stem 
hallway) to feature our church members in their wonderful 
community activities. Fellowship hall would be a great 
place to have conversations about these events. 

                                                                              
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 

Offertory                Adagio in C, K. 356          W. A. Mozart                                 
 
* Doxology                                  #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*     Prayer of Dedication    
 
*     Hymn         In the Midst of New Dimensions           #391 
 
Benediction 
                    
Postlude             Trumpet Tune in D               Gilbert Martin 

 

(Because the Postlude is an integral part of the service 
 we invite you to remain seated in silence.) 

                                             
We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 
                     



Vern Fauver   2/14/1960 
Wilma Diesen             2/14/1960 
Helen Anderson             2/14/1960 
Evelyn Fagley             2/14/1960 
Lucille Bicknell             10/2/1960 
Marion Bickel               6/4/1961 
Linneaus Dorman  4/15/1962 
Phae Dorman             4/15/1962 
Shirley (Pat) Field        10/14/1962 
Donna Myers          11/15/1962 
Gerald Myers          11/15/1962 
Curtis Pfeiffer                2/5/1967 
David Armentrout          3/19/1967 
Leslie Armentrout 3/19/1967 
Jackie Tabor  10/1/1967 
Theodore Tabor            10/1/1967 
Mary Eichhorn            10/1/1967 
Jacob Eichhorn    10/1/1967 
Barbara McGregor 10/1/1967 
Francis Hamburg 10/6/1968 
Bruce Lovelace            2/16/1969 
Roberta Thiele            10/4/1970 
Allan Thiele  10/4/1970 
Rhosan Stryker            12/6/1970 

    During today’s worship service, we celebrate           
First Decade Honor Sunday.  All current members of 
UCC  Midland who joined the church from its founding 
through the year 1970 will be honored.  We hope that all 
present will add thanks and good wishes to those who 
fostered the church and helped it to grow and flourish 
during the crucial early years of existence. 
 

Our First Decade Members are: 

 

  Acolyte: Cristina Geib 
  Liturgist: Harold Slater 
  Organist: Edward Soehnlen 
  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator: Al Harrow 
  Rainbow Door Room: Steve Ringgold 
  SAFE Church Volunteer: Mary Haslam 

The Rainbow Door Room is available for 
infants and children age 3 and under. Fami-
lies are invited to remain in worship with 
their  babies, or are welcome to utilize the 
Rainbow Door Room space and listen to 
the service via the speaker system. 

 

After Children's Moments Sunday School 
classes meet in the Education wing. Each 
classroom has a brightly painted door to  
designate it’s participants! Red Door is for  
four year olds, preschoolers, young fives,  
kindergartners and first graders. Green 
Door is for 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders. Fifth through 9th 
graders have a class in the Blue Door Room. Children 
age 3 and under are welcome in the sanctuary, or child-
care is provided in the Rainbow Door Room across the 
hall. 

Welcome Visitors! Please join us in Fellow-
ship Hall for refreshments after the service of 
worship. Church members are happy to 
greet you and answer any questions you 
may have. We hope you feel welcome here! 

 

Refreshments provided by the Board of Trustees and a 
special dessert to honor our First Decade Members is 
provided by the Moderators. 


