
Calendar of Events 
 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost                                    September 1, 2019 

Service of Worship - Outdoors (weather permitting)                 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship  -  Baumann Fellowship Hall                                     11:00 a.m. 
 

Monday,  September 2 - Labor Day 

Church Offices are closed  

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                      8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday,  September 3 
 

Wednesday, September 4 
 

Thursday, September 5 

Choir Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                            7:00 p.m.  

 

Friday, September 6 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                       8:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, September 7 
 

Sunday,  September 8 - Rally Day  

Service of Worship  -  Sanctuary                                                   10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                        11:00 a.m. 

All Church Potluck Picnic - Barstow Woods Pavilion       12:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
 

Monday,  September 9  

Paint and Palette - Fellowship Hall                                              10:00 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Blue Door Room                                      8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, September 10 

Adult Book Study - Parlor                                                               12:00 noon 

Pastoral Relations Committee - Parlor                                           4:15 p.m. 

Board of Christian Community - Parlor                                           7:15 p.m.  

Board of Trustees - Blue Door Room                                               7:15 p.m. 

Board of Deacons - Old Kitchen                                                       7:30 p.m.  
 

Wednesday, September 11  

Lectionary Bible Study - Parlor                                                         7:00 a.m.  

Lectionary Bible Study - Parlor                                                       12:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, September 12  

Choir Rehearsal - In the Loft                                                             7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, September 13  
 

Saturday, September 14 

Service Saturday at Shelterhouse Resale Shop                             2:00 p.m.  

Service Saturday at Shelterhouse Resale Shop                             4:00 p.m.  
 

Sunday, September 15 

Service of Worship - Sanctuary                                                        10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship - Baumann Fellowship Hall                                           11:00 a.m. 
 

  

Rev. Roger C. Pancost, Pastor 
September 1, 2019 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  



      
Welcome to Worship 
 Announcements 
 Joys and Concerns      
 

Prelude                        Nocturne                                   Borodin 
                                                                       arr. Susan Mercy 
 

We Bring the Light of Christ into Our Midst 
     
Responsive Call to Worship  

 

How wonder-filled, O Life-Giver God, is the Web-of
-Life that your energy weaves and reweaves in  
kaleidoscopic splendor of design, color, and unity 
of purpose.  

Trees dance, rocks sing, mighty waters 
chant, and a myriad of life forms join the 
chorus, declaring your glory, Divine       
Benefactor. 

In the abundance of your grace, you have made a 
human community to behold the beauty of your 
handiwork; to cherish, protect and use it wisely. 

In reverence we gather in this treed sanctu-
ary, to praise and give thanks, heed the 
mandate, and promise our care for your   
sacred trust. 

In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life, in 
the name of Christ, the energy and pulse of life, 
and in the name of the Spirit, the inspiring breath 
of life.  

Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is infused with      
divine energy and purpose, as it was, is 
now, and ever shall be. 

                       

  

*     Hymn      O How Glorious, Full of Wonder       see page 9 
  
 

Order of Worship 



 

*     Prayer of Confession 

 

L: Let us join heart and voice in unison prayer.  
All: O God in whom we live and move and have 
our very being, whose splendor fills our planet 
brim full and running over, attune us to your  
vibrant presence in and around us, especially in 
the mysteries of the trees. We remember and     
confess that we have violated and polluted the 
forests of our planet home. We regret that we 
have treated Earth as a beast to be tamed and a 
place to be ruled. Enable us to understand and 
care for the forests’ life-supporting breath and 
the many creatures they shelter and nurture. 
Reveal to us the role that trees and each of us 
is meant to play in the dance of life. We ask this 
in the name and power of Jesus Christ, who 
lives within us, reconciling and renewing all 
things in creation great and small, wise and 
wonderful.  
L: May it be so!  
P: So be it! 

 

*     Assurance of Grace 

 

   L:  The good news of the Gospel is that we are loved,  
accepted, and sustained in evolving Creation 
whether we have been aware and grateful for all 
that sustains us or ignorantly indifferent to our     
sacred connection to all that is. That we are awak-
ening to the intricate splendor and opportunity to 
live on this garden planet, have gathered to 
acknowledge our interdependence, and continue to 
open ourselves to the wisdom and splendor of it all 
is the further gift of God urging us on to wholeness, 
health, and tranquility.  

P: Thanks be to God, who gives us all that we need 
and more than what we know how to ask. 



 
Children’s Moment   The Lorax    Peg Stokes & Rev. Pancost 
 
Musical Offering            Autumn Leaves                        Mercer 
 
A Contemporary Version of Psalm 8       Rev. Harold Slater 
 
A Reading        White Pine            by Anne Botsford Comstock 
                  
*     Hymn   Praise to God, Your Praises Bring      page 10  v1-4 
 
Responsive Litany 
 

May the Lord of Life, Creative Energy and Divine        
Architect of forests and fields, be in and around you. 
     And also with you.  
For this blue-green sanctuary called Earth 

A planet orb filled with your presence in quiver-
ing forests, vibrating and fertile land, pulsating 
wilderness, and shimmering rivers, lakes, and 
seas. 

We invite the forest to worship with us. 
  White pine and service berry, dancing ferns and   
velvety moss!  

We invite the tall trees to celebrate life  
       Muscular oak, red and sugar maple, beech and 

ash, with shrubs covering their rooted feet, 
where insects and lichen find their home.  

We invite the forest night-life to sing  
      tree frogs and crickets, wood thrush, owls, and 

fluttering bats. 
We join with the fauna of forest in praising God 
      hawks, eagles, and finches; white tail deer, 

black bear, raccoon and opossum, squirrel and 
bobcat; dragonfly, bees, and butterfly. 

We celebrate the sounds of forest trees 
      percussion of woodpecker and clacking limbs, 

wind rattled pine needles and rustling leaves, 
the creak of swaying trunks and limbs. 

We celebrate the song of the forest 
      Sing, enchanted forest, sing! 

 



The UCC Social Concerns Committee asks for 
your support for the School Supply Drive         
sponsored by the Midland Area Interfaith Friends. 
Collection dates are  August 16 - September 6th. 
What to donate: backpacks, markers, pencils, 
notebooks, lunch boxes, shoes, jackets, sweat-
pants, and underwear - new items only. 

 

Please place items in the labeled box in the hall-
way between Fellowship Hall and the church offic-
es. See the poster on the bulletin board. 

 

Neighbors in Need is the special offering for 
the month of September. Neighbors in Need 
(NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC 
that supports ministries of justice and compas-
sion throughout the United States. One-third 
of NIN funds support the Council for American 

Indian Ministry. Two-thirds of the offering is used by the 
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to support a variety 
of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service 
projects.  
 
Envelopes for NIN offerings can be found on the table lo-
cated outside the sanctuary doors during the month of 
September or you can put a note on the information line of 
your check and drop it in the offering plate. If you would 
like more information on the NIN special offering, it can be 
found at www.ucc.org/nin 
 

Through our generous gifts to Neighbors in Need, the 
United Church of Christ is offering hope to many people 
and transforming live, the nation, and our world. 
 

 
Prayers of the Morning 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (“Debts” and “Debtors”)      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
      Amen. 
 
Offertory                   Over the Rainbow                           Arlen 
                                                                                   arr. Mercy    
                (The loose change in today’s offering  
                  will be given to SAMs Food Pantry.)    
 
*    Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*    Prayer of Dedication    
 
Order of Communion 
 Invitation 
 Communion Prayer  
 Sharing the Elements       
     (Communion will be served to each individual by intinction.)  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

L: Let us join heart and voice in thanksgiving.  
All: We thank you, Christ our Brother and Guide, 
for the meal we have celebrated with you, and we 
pray that through grain made bread and grape 



• It is important for everyone to use the    
microphone during Announcements 
and Joys and Concerns.  

 

• This  church is equipped with a  hearing 
assistance system. Please ask an usher  

     for a receiver.  
 

• Large print bulletins and copies of today’s hymns 
are available for your use. Please ask  an usher  for  
a copy.  

Hearing 
Assistance 

made wine we may be healed and become agents 
of healing and peace for Earth, and hope for all 
people. Amen. 
 
* Hymn              For the Beauty of the Earth             page 11      
   
*    Benediction 
 
Postlude    Here Comes the Sun   George Harrison (Beatles) 
                                                                      arr. Susan Mercy 
                          
 

We Carry the Light of Christ into the World 

(Acolyte carries the Light from the Communion Table) 

Today’s service of worship was created by the mem-
bers of the Worship Committee: The Rev. Harold Slater, 
Peg Stokes, Kyle Bagnall and the Rev. Roger Pancost. 
Much of the liturgy was composed by Rev. Slater. 

   

  Director or Music: James Hohmeyer 
  Director of Educational Ministries: Jennifer Ringgold 
  Sound System Operator:  Rick Harner 

This morning we are pleased to welcome a String Trio to 
enhance our worship experience. The trio includes Cindy 
Mikulin, violin, Susan Mercy, cello and Martha Crawmer, 
cello. 

Rally Day All Church Potluck Picnic 
Sunday, September 8, 2019  
from 12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.  

Rain  or Shine!  
New location:  

Barstow Woods Pavilion 

 

The Board of Educational Ministries will provide sub 
sandwiches, water, lemonade, and paper products. A 
sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board for all 
planning to attend and also to bring and share a side dish 
or dessert .  

 

The pavilion has restrooms and there is a playground! 
Handicap street parking is available on Manor Drive. 

Youth Group Kick-Off 
Sunday, September 8, 2019  
From 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Location: UCC Parlor  
 
 

The United Church of Christ, Midland has an active youth 
group for 6th through 12th graders. It is led by church staff 
members, Rev. Roger Pancost, Pastor and Jennifer 
Ringgold, Director of Educational Ministries. We are look-
ing forward to an exciting year. Our schedule typically   
includes one or two meetings each month with a focus on 
fun and service. We also have various state, regional, and 
national UCC event opportunities  with at least one big trip 
each year.  

Confirmation Class will be offered during the 2019 - 
2020 programming year. This exploration is for young 
people in the 6th through 12th grade and will be taught by 
Rev. Roger Pancost with assistance from the Director of 
Educational Ministries, Jennifer Ringgold. Required clas-
ses and activities are held 1 - 2 times per month from 
September through May. For more information contact 
Rev. Pancost. 


