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    Volume 19, Issue 9 September 2017  Newsletter 

From Your Pastor…  

This summer, as I was talking with two individuals in the neighborhood, the topic of church attend-
ance came up. These individuals asked me if I have witnessed a decline in attendance at our 
church. They weren’t referring to the lower number of people who attend worship in the summer, 
but rather lower attendance all year long. I shared that we have not experienced this trend, but add-
ed that we are not a large church to begin with. The people I was speaking with went on to share 
that they are seeing fewer young people attend their church. They asked if this is true in our 
church. I shared that we have been seeing an influx of young single people and young families with 
children attending worship.  

While I have no way of knowing why young people are not choosing to attend some churches, I do 
know some of the reasons why young people are choosing to attend here. I have had individuals 
from every type of family configuration, and age group, tell me that they are attracted to the United 
Church of Christ because of our commitment to full-inclusion and equality. That is, they are attract-
ed to the UCC because we are a church that welcomes all individuals into the full life and ministry 
of the church.  

Our commitment to being Open and Affirming runs counter to what people in our society have been 
taught about Christianity. Many people believe that the Christian Church is not only judgmental, but 
that it condones discrimination against minority groups. I am certain that this is the reason that 
some young people choose to have nothing to do with Christianity.  

The United Church of Christ has always been a proponent of justice and equality for all people. It is 
important that we continue to live out this heritage as we condemn racism and other forms of preju-
dice, as we advocate for those who are silenced by others, as we extend hospitality to all, and as 
we reach out in compassion to help those who are in need.  

 
 

Peace, 

Roger 

 

Lectionary Texts for September  
 
September 3                  September 10 
 

Exodus 3:1-15                         Exodus 12:1-14 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b      Psalm 149 
Romans 12:9-21                      Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 16:21-28                   Matthew 18:15-20 

 
September 17              September 24  
 

Exodus 14:19-31           Exodus 16:1-15  
Psalm 114                      Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45  
Romans 14:1-12            Philippians 1:21-30  
Matthew 18:21-30          Matthew 20:1-16 
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Joys & Concerns 
Our thoughts and prayers are with . . .  

 Al Harrow and family on the death of Al’s brother, John on August 14. 

 Students, teachers and support staff as they are returning to their  

classrooms for a new and exciting year of education. 

 Craig McDonald on the death of his mother, Beverly on August 20. 

 Pat Smith recovering from surgery at her daughter’s home in Madison, WI. 

 Jack and Mary Eichhorn on the death of Jake’s sister, Irma on August 25. 

 

Pastor’s Message  

September Lectionary Texts 

Joys & Concerns 

Outdoor Worship Service  

Global Compassion Dinner 

Keeping Up with the Congregation 

Tuesday Study Group 

Baptisms and New Members 

Books??? 

September Calendar 

A Note of Thanks 

Kitchen Reboot Update 

Educational Ministries 

Fall Youth Group Schedule 

Lofty News 

September Benevolence Giving 

Social Concerns Commitee 

July Financial Summary 

Job Openings 

September Birthdays 

Book Club 

The Lunch Bunch 
Social Concerns Suggests 

Orphan Sponsors Needed 

More from Educational Ministries 
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Inside this issue: 

Our annual outdoor service of 
worship will be held on Sun-
day, September 3, at 10:00 
a.m. in the courtyard between 
the sanctuary and the educa-
tional wing. The theme of this 
service is  Sacred Earth. It will 

include drumming, Native American readings, commun-
ion, and special music.  

 

Global Compassion      

Dinner 

All are invited to attend a dinner 
of delicious Indian food at the 
United Church of Christ,      
Midland on Sunday, October 1 
at 6:00 p.m. The dinner will be 
prepared by Indira Osvarek and friends as a fund-raiser for 
Global Compassion. This organization, run by Midland   
residents, Indira and Ed Oskvarek, provides funds for fresh 
water wells, education and basic necessities to the poor 
around the world. Free-will donations will gladly be accept-
ed to help support the programs of Global Compassion. A 
sign-up sheet can be found on the bulletin board across 
from the church office. 

Keeping Up with  

the Congregation… 

 

Ervin and Elyse Ward’s new 
address: 4418 Hampshire 

Court, Midland, MI 48640 
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The study group that meets at noon on Tuesday is trying a new format this fall. From September 
through December participants will be reading the book Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the two 
Halves of Life, by Richard Rohr. The book jacket states: Richard Rohr “offers a new paradigm for 
understanding one of the most profound of life’s mysteries: how our failings can be the foundation of 
our ongoing spiritual growth…Rohr takes us on a journey to give us an understanding of how the 
heartbreaks, disappointments, and first loves of life are actually stepping stones to the spiritual joys 
that the second half of life has in store for us.” Our discussion of this book will begin on Tuesday, 
September 12 in the church parlor. All are welcome to participate in this study. Books can be picked-
up at the entrance to the Educational Hallway. Please sign your name when taking a book so that we 
know how many people to prepare for. Contact Rev. Pancost if you have any questions about this 
study. 

 

Tuesday Study Group 

                    Celebrating Baptisms 

On July 31, we celebrated the baptisms of father and son, Steven 
and Oliver Sun. Oliver is the child of Leah Trzcinski and Steven Sun.  

On September 10, brothers, Liam and Oliver Hahn will be baptized 
during the service of worship. They are the children of Rachel and 
Brandon Hahn. 

New Members  

The United Church of Christ, 
Midland will receive new members 
on Sunday, September 24, 2017 
during the service of worship. 
Please speak with Reverend 
Pancost if you are interested in 
joining at this time. 

 

 
 

WHERE HAVE ALL 
THE BOOKS 
GONE????? 

 
You may have noticed that all 
the books that the Social Concerns Committee has had 
for sale have suddenly gone missing.  Well, our friends 
who do the rummage sale need the shelf space and so 
we have packed them up temporarily. Yes, we did it a 
bit early, but we have people’s travel schedules to take 
into consideration. The books will be returning after the 
rummage sale and in a much better format.  We are 
going to shelve them by categories and label the selves 
so you won’t have to be going through books in which 
you have no interest to find what interests you.  In the 
meantime, we are always looking for additions to our 
supply, so if you have books you would like to donate, 
please leave them in the office with Janet and she will 
see to it that we are notified so that we can put them 
where they belong.  And when they are all back in 
place once more…..time for everyone to do some book 
shopping!!! 

 

Stewardship 2017 

This year’s stewardship theme, “Journey 
to Generosity, The Way of Jesus,” takes 
shape from Matthew 9:35-10:32. Later 
this month you will receive materials re-
lated to pledging your time, talent, and 
resources in preparation of Stewardship 
Month in October. This year, as you con-
sider making a pledge, be reminded of 
the generosity God has bestowed on 
you, and let it inspire you to be generous 
in return. 
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September 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

2 

3 Outdoor Service 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am  Fellowship 

 

4 Labor Day 

Offices Closed 

 

 

7:00pm Fine Arts 

8:00 pm AA  

5 

9:30 am   Staff Mtg 

 

7:30 pm Board of 

Trustees 

6 7 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Choir 

8 

 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

9 

10 Rally Day  

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Fellowship 

11:30 am Handbells 

12:00 noon  

Rally Day Picnic 

11 

10:00 am Paint &  

             Palette 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

12 

9:30 am   Staff  Mtg 

 

12:00 noon Study 

Group 

7:15 pm Board of 

Christian 

Community 

13 

7:00 am Bible Study  

12:30 pm Bible 

Study 

14 

 

6:15 pm Music 

Committee 

7:00 pm Choir 

15 

Church Offices  

   Closed 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

16 

Rummage Table 

and Furniture 

moving 

17 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Fellowship 

11:30 am Handbells 

2:00 pm Rummage 

Sale Donations  

Accepted  

4:00 pm Youth Grp 

18 Newsletter 

Deadline 

Rummage Sale 

Prep 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

19  

9:30 am   Staff Mtg 

Rummage Sale  

Prep 

12:00 noon Study 

Group 

7:15 pm Church 

Council 

20 

7:00 am Bible Study  

11:00 am Caregiving 

12:30 pm Bible 

Study 

 

Rummage Sale  

Prep 

21 

9:30 am 

Rummage Sale 

 

 

7:00 pm Choir 

22 

9:30 am  

Rummage Sale  

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

23 

9:00 am 

Rummage Sale  

11:30 am Clean-up 

24 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Fellowship 

11:30 am Handbells 

25 

 

10:00 am Paint &  

             Palette 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

26 9:30 am Staff 

Mtg 

AM Daughters of the 

Union set up 

12:00 noon Study 

Group 

7:00 pm Social  

Concerns 

27 

7:00 am Bible Study  

11:00 am  

Daughters of the 

Union 

12:30 pm Bible 

Study 

28 

 

6:00 pm The Sultan 

& the Saint 

 

7:00 pm Choir 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA  

30 
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Kitchen Reboot Update 

This is the third of four reports about making the UCC kitchen more functional and easier to keep 
clean.  In August, Carl Lovell sharpened the knives (be careful!) and Scott Mellen completed installation of 
shelving and hung the ladder and broom.  With this, everything that doesn't need to be on the countertops 
and the floors has been moved. These changes should streamline cleaning and mopping.  In other news, 
the Board of Trustees approved Herb Hardy's request to donate all the surplus stoneware to New Hope 
Village, the residence for homeless families now being set up in Midland.  These dishes will now be used 
and useful.  During September, professional cleaning of the kitchen and recalibration of the ovens are 
planned. 

Below is a "clip and save" list to help kitchen volunteers get to know the changes in the kitchen.  We      
appreciate your help in maintaining the new look. Enjoy the clean kitchen! 

The Kitchen Reboot Planners --  

Sarah Gorman, Amy McDonald, Trish Castle, Rev. Roger Pancost 

A Note of  Thanks! 

The UCC - Midland Share Lunch Preparation took place on August 14 through August 17.2017, at 
the Salvation Army site on Waldo Road.  A total of 440 sandwiches, 440 bags of veggies, and 480 
different snacks were prepared.  Many thanks to Peg, Deb, Phyllis, Margaret, Christy, Hannah, Mary, 
Marge, Kaitlyn, Laura, & Kathryn for volunteering for this process and for their fun fellowship.  Also, 
thanks to Pastor Roger and Janet for their help and support.  This is a fun experience, takes a little 
over an hour each morning and helps feed Share participants.  If the opportunity presents itself next 
year, think about joining us for a morning.  

Many Thanks, 

Sondi Geminder 

Caregiving Ministries 

Clip & Save 

   The only items stored on countertops are the phone, the coffee urns/pots, and the microwave 

   Personal and unclaimed items are stored in the top cabinet nearest the coffee urns/pots 

   To make sinks shine, use a Magic Eraser, & use Murphy's Oil Soap to remove greasy residue 

   A few items have been moved to new locations -- see the labels on drawers and cabinets 

  For better hygiene, salt and pepper shakers will be replaced with salt and pepper pack 
ets.  Small bowls to hold these are stored with the packets. 

  Large trash bags are stored under the hand-washing sink 

  Some seldom-used items have been moved to cabinets in the old kitchen.  These include the  
       large red trays, one extra-large silver-plated tray, one coffee urn, 4 crockpots, plastic glasses  
       for the pulpit, 3 large white vases, and 15 extra bud vases 

  Wash hands at the hand-washing sink before beginning work and clean as you go 

 Please leave a note on the clipboard (on the bulletin board) with suggestions, needs, and kitchen    
questions. 
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From the Director of Educational Ministries 

Join in the fun and GO PLACES with Educational Ministries on Rally Day 2017!! 

Rally Day is a celebration and kick-off of our school year programming for children, youth, and adults!  Rally 
Day falls on the Sunday after the first day of school, and will be held Sunday September 10, 2017.         

Students in 3
rd

 grade will be presented with their own Bible, Sunday School teachers will be introduced,   
and we will begin our NEW Sunday School Curriculums – Holy Moly! and Echo the Story. These new     

programs use storytelling, creative reflection, technology, and imagination to engage students in the Bible!!!  
I cannot wait to see them in action over the next 2 years at UCC. 

Our theme for Rally Day 2017 is Oh! The Places You’ll Go! to carry over our summer Sunday School Dr. 
Seuss lessons!  This year, our youth will be ‘going places’ again as they travel to the UCC Regional Youth 

Event in Elmhurst, IL, July 5-8 2018 AND we’ll be exploring all kinds of ‘new places’ through our new    
Sunday School Curriculums. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6wPWZB8nSE   

(Holy Moly! overview – this curriculum will be used for ages Preschool – 4
th
 grade) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71Ld2v_8hY4  

(Echo the Story overview – this curriculum will be used for 5
th
 – 9

th
 graders) 

Each year, the Board of Educational Ministries also hosts an ALL-CHURCH potluck picnic on Rally Day.  
Drinks, tableware, and sub sandwiches will be provided.  Following worship we are GOING OFF-SITE to 
Larkin Township Park with side dishes and desserts to share.  We will gather at the large pavilion for a 

luncheon celebration!   

A sign-up sheet and map are posted on the bulletin board across from the church office.   

Please mark your calendar for September 10 and join us for Rally Day 2017!! 

Upcoming Calendar Events for your Family Calendar 
 

           Sunday Sept 3 Outdoor Worship Service 10:00am Labor Day Weekend –  
last day for Summer One Room Sunday School 

Sunday Sept 10 RALLY DAY – return to regular Sunday School programming  
Holy Moly! and Echo the Story begin 

Sunday Sept 10 off-site ALL-CHURCH potluck luncheon at 12:00noon 
Larkin Township Park  

Tuesday Sept 12 Falling Upward Study begins 12:00noon - Parlor 
Wed Sept 13  Adult Bible Studies begin at 7:00am and 12:30pm - Parlor 
Sunday Sept 17 Youth Group Kick-off 4:00-5:30pm - Plymouth Park dinner provided 
9/17 – 9/23   Rummage Sale Week 
  9/17 – donations accepted beginning at 2:00 p.m. 
  9/18- 9/20 – set-up opening at 9:30 a.m. 
  9/21 – sale begins at 9:30 a.m. 
  9/23 – sale ends at noon  
SAT Sept 23  Rummage Sale Clean-up 11:30am – 12:30pm  
Sunday Oct 1 World Communion Sunday 
Sunday Oct 1 CROP Walk at MCFTA 
Sunday Oct 1 Global Compassion Dinner 6:00pm – Fellowship Hall 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6wPWZB8nSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71Ld2v_8hY4
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Fall 2017  

Youth Group Schedule 

All youth in 6th – 12th grade are invited to participate 
Friends are always welcome!! 

 
Sunday 9/17 4:00-5:30p.m.   Youth Group Kick-off  

Plymouth Park Gaga Pit Dinner will be provided  
 

Saturday 9/23 11:30a.m.-12:30p.m. Rummage Sale Clean-up – Fellowship Hall 
 
Sunday 10/1 CROP Walk in the afternoon at MCFTA – details to come 
 
Sunday 10/22 4:00-5:30p.m. Youth Group 
   Parlor  
 
Sunday 11/12 4:00-5:30p.m. Youth to attend 5 Pillars of Islam at UCC 
   Fellowship Hall 
 
Sunday 11/19 4:00-5:30p.m. Youth Group   
   Parlor 
 
Saturday 12/9  Rehearsal for Children and Youth Advent Program 
   Sanctuary  Time TBD 
   
Sunday 12/10 10:00a.m. Children and Youth Advent Program 
   Sanctuary 
 
Sunday 12/10 4:00-5:30p.m. Youth Group Christmas Party  

Parlor 
 

Throughout the 2017-18 school year, we will incorporate Four lessons from a         
curriculum called R.E.A.D.Y! {Revolutionary, Engaged, And Driven Youth} from Global 
Ministries.  

 
We will be planning Souper Bowl of Caring Activities in Jan/Feb 2018 
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                              Lofty News 

The fall is here! 

I am excited to begin working with our UCC singers again in the loft on Thursday evenings at 7:00  p.m. 
All are welcome and encouraged to join this wonderful group of people who enjoy enhancing our      
worship service with their voice.  

Our wonderful choir members are listed below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Below are titles of the music we will be singing this fall. Of particular note is Baba Yetu 
which is the Lord's Prayer in Swahili. It was composed originally for the video game 
Civilization IV and has become a very popular anthem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The handbell choir will be starting up in September and the new music for that group promises to be a 
wonderful addition to the UCC worship experience. If you want to play handbells and join the choir feel 
free to contact me. 

See you in the loft! 

Jim Hohmeyer, Director of Music 

Ed Soehnlen 
Kim Steinke  
Phyllis Ferris  
Nancy Wells  
Barb McGregor  
Andrew Ault  
Marilyn Gillett  
Sue Tipler  
Melanie Willson  
Connie Thiel  

Angela Griffin  
Robin Von Wald  
Jane Maxwell  
Linda Mellen  
Sheree Clark Lovell  
Karen Harner  
Bruce Lovelace  
Eileen Vaillancourt  
Ron Klump  
Carl Lovell  

Vern Fauver  
Carole Swinehart  
Bob Snyder  
Jason Greve  
Fred Swinehart  
Eric Petersen  
Jim Hohmeyer  
Charla Soehnlen  
Bill Stokes  
Jan Northup  

Sue Rhodes  
Peg Stokes  
David King  
Karen Slater  
Allan Thiele  
Marty Merz  
Susan Mercy  
Kaitlyn Mercy  
Kristopher Mercy  

  

To Love our God  Mark Hayes  

Baba Yetu  Christopher Tin  

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  Lloyd Larson  

For Everyone Born  Mann, arr. Trenney  

Ain't Judgin No Man  John Parker/Greg Gilpin  

Amazing Grace  John Newton, arr. John Coates 

River in Judea  Marcus, Feldman, Leavitt  

Quarters on Foundation  Robert James Lamb  

Blessing II (Handbells and Choir)  arr. Susan Mercy  

Agnus Dei  Audrey Snyder  

All Things Bright and Beautiful  John Rutter  

The Prayer   

Thank we all our God with Sing to the Lord of Harvesl Derek Hakes  

Advent Meditation Patrick M. Liebergen  

African Noel  Andre Thomas  

And a Little Child Shall Lead Them Mack Wilberg 
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September Benevolence Giving 

 

 Your Gift Does Make A Difference 

Neighbors In Need 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of justice and 
compassion throughout the United States. The NIN offering goes to organizations and congregations 
throughout the country to address social issues including poverty, economic development, human 
rights, racial and economic justice, environmental concerns, and public policy.    

 

One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Today there are 20 
UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis,    
Minnesota. CAIM supports these local churches and their pastors. In addition, CAIM strives to be a    
resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of 
other UCC congregations and to strengthen their participation in the life of the church.  

 

Two-thirds of Neighbors in Need supports program initiatives and direct grants offered by the UCC's 
Justice and Witness Ministries. Small but essential grants are made throughout the year to congrega-
tions and organizations engaged in community organizing, public policy advocacy, and direct service. 
Although money is granted to address a wide range of justice priorities, a significant portion of these 
grants are made to address issues of hunger and poverty.  

Envelopes for NIN offerings can be found on the table located outside the sanctuary doors during the 
month of September or you can put a note on the information line of your check and drop it in the offer-
ing plate. If you would like more information on the NIN special offering, it can be found a www.ucc.org/

nin 

Through our generous gifts to Neighbors in Need, the United Church of Christ is offering hope to        
millions of people; we are transforming live, the nation, and our world. 

Matthew Christianson 

Benevolence Committee 

 

The Social Concerns Committee is fired up and ready to go! This year’s first fall meeting will be       
Tuesday, September 26 at 7:00 p.m. After that, we plan to meet the 4th Tuesday of each month. All are 
welcome—there is certainly no dearth of issues begging for our concern, so many points of view and 
many hands are needed. We hope to see you at the meeting! 

Ellie Schroeder, 

Social Concerns Committee 

 

 

Social Concerns Committee 
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Financial Summary 
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Job Openings Available  

(Volunteers Only Need Apply) 

The UCC rummage sale is September 17 (Sunday) thru   
September 23 (Saturday). We need lots of people to pitch in 
to pull this off!  Some of us will be there all week, practically 
living at the church (we actually enjoy it). Some people can only volunteer a couple hours of their 
time, and we need you too!  The days of the actual sale are Thursday, Friday, and Saturday  
morning.  But of course there is lots to do before and after the sale too.  There is one perk:  if 
you work on the sale, you get to shop early, and get first pick of some pretty awesome merchan-
dise!  Some of the jobs that need filling include: 

         Furniture movers at church the week before and on the 17th,   

         Furniture movers to collect donations from members (Sun - Wed),       

         Sorters and pricers of items (Sun - Wed)  

         People to prepare (or buy) food for the workers  

         People to put out signs in the neighborhood in the morning of the sale 

 Retail sales people to staff the actual sale, helping customers, straightening up, and 
cashiering, as well as helping load larger items in vehicles  

 A fresh crew on Saturday to pack up the leftovers, take down tables, clean the floor, and 
put up our pretty tables and chairs again.   

So we need all sorts of people, with various skills and abilities.  But we raise thousands of      
dollars, most of which goes to help people in need, from our local community to distant places 
across the globe.  They are all our neighbors, and we are helping wherever we can.  

Please join us, get to know others better, and have fun while we work together.  Look for sign up 
sheets in the Fellowship hall.  Contact one of the rummage sale staff if your have any ques-
tions:  Connie & Les Lesiewicz, Gwen & Bob Snyder, Sondi Geminder, Sue Tipler, or Sue 
Rhodes. 

Connie Lesiewicz    

Rummage Sale Chair  

Wednesday Bible Studies  

Every Wednesday our church offers two Bible studies that examine the scriptures that will be 

shared in worship the following Sunday. Please consider joining us either at 7:00 a.m. or 12:30 

p.m. as we reflect on how the scriptures speak to our lives, and the greater world. Theological 

reflection sheets for each week can be found at the front of the communications bin outside 

the church office. If you have and questions about either of the Bible studies, please contact 

Rev. Pancost. 
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Sera DiMuro   1 September 
Hannah Rose   1 September  
Quinton Bell   2 September  
Renee Turner   2 September  
Ellen White    3 September  
Karen Slater   4 September  
Peter Hardy    9 September  
Zack Schwalm   9 September  
Laura Gornicki   10 September 
Jacob Eichhorn   14 September 
Emily Korn     15 September 
Laurie Jacob   15 September 
Amy Langhorst   15 September  
Izaac Ringgold   18 September  
John Ditzler    20 September 
Leslie Armentrout   21 September  
Shawn McDonald   21 September  
Gwen Snyder   21 September  
Heidi Knizacky   22 September  
Les Lesiewicz   23 September  
Nancy McElroy  25 September  
Ron Klump    26 September  
Gigi McIntyre   26 September  
Grant Von Wald  27 September  
Yessica Lowrey   29 September  
Michael Gaumond   30 September 
 

If you have a September birthday and are 
not listed, please contact the church     
office so we may include your birthday! 

September  Birthdays 

The Juliets will meet the SECOND Tuesday 
in September. We will meet at Lucky’s Steak 
House on Joe Mann Boulevard on Tuesday, 

September 12th at 1:00 p.m. 

We hope you can come! If you have any 
questions, please contact Sue Rhodes or 
Sondi Geminder. 

 

The ROMEO’s will be meeting at The Boule-
vard on Saginaw Road at 1:00 p.m. on   
Tuesday, September 19th. All are welcome 
to join us. If you have any questions, please 
contact Allan Thiele. 

The Lunch Bunch 

        September  

        Book Club  

Two of our intrepid read-
ers have already started 
on the book for next 
month and questioned 
whether it was worth our 
time. So we changed our 
collective mind.  

For September we will 
read Ordinary Grace  by William Kent Krueger. 
There are 26 copies of it in the library consortium 
so getting it should be easy.  

We will meet at Parkhurst’s on Monday,  Septem-
ber 11th at 7:00 p.m. 
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An ancient story, but very much for 
our times: 

In the year 1219, Francis of Assisi 
risked his life by walking across  
enemy lines to meet the Sultan of 
Egypt, the Muslim ruler and scholar 
Malik al-Kamil. This remarkable  
encounter between Christian 
preacher and Muslim ruler effec-
tively smashed the strategy of     
dehumanizing the enemy in the 
Crusades and forged new hope for 

           peace. 

The Social Concerns committee invites you to the Unity Productions Foundation Saginaw premiere of 
the docudrama The Sultan And The Saint, September 28, 6:00 p.m. at the Temple Theater in     
Saginaw. The screening is sponsored by the  Dr. Raana Akbar Memorial Lecture Series, the Catholic 
Diocese of Saginaw, and Saginaw Valley State University. General admission is $4, and proceeds will 
go to a local charity. 

Social Concerns Suggests. . . 

Of the 41 million Ugandans, approxi-
mately 2.5 million are children who 
have lost at least one parent, often 
due to the AIDS epidemic. In order to 

help care for these orphans, ACT Uganda started the Muko 
HOPE Orphan Sponsor Program several years ago. It now 
helps 135 orphans. In addition to providing for physical needs, 
the child receives a better quality education at a boarding 
school.  

Sponsoring an orphan through Muko HOPE exemplifies God's 
love and care for all His children and brings hope to an other-
wise hopeless situation.  

We currently have nine children in need of sponsors. Please visit our website (actuganda.org/
differencesponsor) to choose the child you would like to sponsor and then call or  e-mail Karen 
Viele 989-430-6136 or ksmov3@gmail.com  

ACT Uganda is a non-profit supported by fifteen churches in Michigan, including United Church 
of Christ - Midland  

 

Orphan Sponsors Needed!  
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More From The Director of  Educational Ministries 

 

 

 

During our 2017 Deep Sea Discovery Vacation Bible School a total of 48 kids participated over the 
course of the week – on average we had 42 on site each day.  I am so grateful for all the time, talent, 
and resources that were shared in the process of making it all happen.  More than weeks of decorating, 
collecting supplies, SAFE Church training and background checks, and an abundance of leaders and 
helpers!! On Sunday August 6, 12 children presented to the congregation an overview and snapshot of 
the week on VBS Sunday.  It is such a gift to be able to work with Roger to share a glimpse of VBS with 
all the adults in the congregation, and provide the kids with another opportunity to lead parts of worship.  
Throughout the week of VBS, our offering collection completed the almost 2 year long project that our 
Sunday School classes have been working on to purchase an Inspired Gift through UNICEF.  We will 
now be able to send funds in the amount of $414.70 to install a water pump.  You can find out more 

about UNICEF Inspired Gifts here:  https://inspiredgifts.unicefusa.org/gifts/hand-pump 
 

Vacation Bible School is a wonderful part of our educational and outreach ministries here at UCC, 
Midland.  Thank you for your support of this incredible programming!  Thank you to the families 
who trusted their children to us for the week!  AND an indescribable amount of gratitude to the 
people who worked to make it possible – “lifesaver” awards go to: 

Laura Ault, Mia Berlanga, Sophia Berlanga, Zoren Berlanga,  
Lucille Bicknell, Beverly Curnutt, Janet Davis, Ben Fergin, Danielle Fergin, 

Phyllis Ferris, Sarah Gorman, Kay Harley, Karen Harner, Mary Haslam, 
 Al Harrow, Phil Jimenez, Heidi Knizacky, Joe Knizacky, Judy Kuehl, 

 Marsha Langhorst,  Connie Lesiewicz, Yessica Lowrey, Amy McDonald, 
Shawn McDonald, Linda Mellen, Linda Owen, Roger Pancost,  

 Sam Ringgold, Steve Ringgold, Christy Rose, Jay Rose, Pat Smith,  
Kim Steinke, Peg Stokes, Marcia Streeter, Allan  Thiele, Lindsey Tipler, 

Gabe Vannette, Jen Vannette,  Malachi Vannette, Matt Vannette,   
Elyse Ward, Tina Whitman 

                                               

Midland Area CROP Walk  

for Hunger 

The Midland Area CROP Walk for hunger will be held 
Sunday October 1, 2017.  Youth will get fundraising    
packets at the Youth Group Kick-Off on Sunday, Septem-
ber 17, and be available to collect donations in person 
Sunday, September 24 and Sunday, October 1.  You can 
also donate online if you prefer at  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/midlandmi/Team/View/46781/United-Church-of-Christ-Midland  
Last year we raised $1751.52, so our goal for this year is $1800.00  Thank you for your  continued  
support!   

https://inspiredgifts.unicefusa.org/gifts/hand-pump
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/midlandmi/Team/View/46781/United-Church-of-Christ-Midland


We’re on the web! 

www.uccmidland.org  

Tel: 989-631-1136 

Fax: 989-631-3840 

E-mail: janet@uccmidland.org 

4100 Chestnut Hill Drive  

Midland, Michigan 48642-6206 

Please notify the church office 

when addresses, email addresses 

and phone numbers need updating 

or correction.  We are happy to 

pass the information on to our 

members through publications and 

telephone inquiries. 


