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Inside this issue: 

  One of the great things about visiting other churches is that you get to 
borrow their ideas (in the secular world this might be referred to as 
“stealing” but we won’t go there.) This summer my family had the oppor-
tunity to attend worship with a new United Church of Christ congregation 
in Traverse City. This church, known as New Waves, is one of a number 
of new church starts being sponsored by the Michigan Conference, United 
Church of Christ. 

While attending New Waves I found an idea that I am going to borrow. 
The pastor of New Waves, the Reverend Jody Betten, has been doing a 
sermon series based on a banner created by the national offices of the 
United Church of Christ. The banner, which is displayed at the front of 
their worship space, is entitled “Be the Church.” Under the title of the ban-
ner are various ways to be the church. Each week Rev. Betten preaches 
on one of the ways to be the church. 

Starting on Rally Sunday, September 9, I will begin a sermon series on 
“Be the Church.” Topics will include: embrace diversity, fight for the power-
less, forgive often, share earthly and spiritual resources, reject racism, 
care for the poor, protect the environment, love God, and, enjoy this life. 
Please know that while I am “stealing” the idea for this series, I am not us-
ing Rev. Betten’s sermons. 

I have always been intrigued by sermon series but have never done one. 
This will come as an exciting challenge to me. Having been a lectionary 
preacher my entire career I may need to veer away from the lectionary 
texts in order to address a particular topic. 

I hope that you will be able to join us on Rally Day. That same week the 
Tuesday Adult Study Group and the 7a.m. and 12:30p.m. Wednesday   
Bible Studies will resume. Remember that all are welcome to attend and 
that I have plenty of extra books for the study on Christian Mysticism. 

Please note that communion will not be served on September 2. We will 
celebrate the Eucharist on Rally Day, September 9. 

 Peace,  

Roger 
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Joys & Concerns 
We hold in our thoughts and prayers:  
 

The family of Joyce Danek, who died on July 27. Joyce is the moth-
er of Janet Danek. 
 

The family of Steve Tobey who died on August 13. Steve is the fa-
ther of Julie Ratcliffe, the grandfather of Jennifer Ringgold and the 
great grandfather of Sam, Izaac and Elaina.  
 

The family of Richard Roberts. Richard is the father of our former   
Director of Educational Ministries, Rachel White.  
 

Sondi Geminder is recovering from knee surgery on August 27. 
 

Our best wishes to Amy Langhorst and Julia Titarelli who were     
married on September 1.  

September 2 
Song of Solomon 2:8-13  
Psalm 45:1:1-2, 6-9  
James 1:17-27  
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  
 
September 9  
Proverbs 22:1-2,8-9,22-23  
Psalm 125  
James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17  
Mark 7:24-37 
  

September 16  
Proverbs 1:20-33  
Psalm 19  
James 3:1-12  
Mark 8:27-38  
 
September 23  
Proverbs 31:10-31  
Psalm 1  
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a  
Mark 9:30-37   
     

September 30  
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22  
Psalm 124  
James 5:13-20  
Mark 9:338-50 

 September  Lectionary Texts  

Save the Date  

Caregiving Ministries will host 

a GEM Luncheon on Thursday, 

October 18th at noon in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Look for more information in 

the October newsletter. 



 3 

September 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

10 a Worship—no 

communion 

11 a Fellowship  

3 Labor Day  

 

Church Offices 

closed 

 

8 p AA 

4 

9 a Staff Meeting 

5  6 

 

5 p Wedding     

Rehearsal 

7 p UCC Study Grp  

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

7 

 

4 p Wedding  

 

 

8p AA 

8 

Service Saturday  

Shelterhouse   

Resale  Shop 

2-4 p  

4-6 p 

9 Rally Day  

10 a Worship with 

Communion 

12 n Rally Day Picnic 

at Larkin Twp. Park  

10 

10 a Paint & Palette  

 

 

8 p AA 

119 a Staff Meeting 

12 n Adult Study 

4:15 p PRC 

7:15 p Christian Com-

munity 

7:30 p Deacons  

12 

7 a Bible Study  

12:30 p Bible Study 

 

 

7:30 p Trustees  

13 

 

1:00 p Heresy Out  

           Loud  

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

14 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

15 

16 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  

2p Rummage Sale 

setup 

4 p Youth Group 

17 

 

Rummage Sale Set up 

 

 

8 p AA 

18 

9 a Staff Meeting 

Rummage Sale set up 

12 n Adult Study  

7:15 p Church Council 

19 

7 a Bible Study  

12:30 p Bible Study 

 

Rummage Sale Set up 

 

20 

9:30 a Rummage 

Sale begins  

1:00 p  Heresy Grp 

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

21 

9:30 a Rummage 

Sale  

 

 

8 p AA 

22 

9 a—11 a  

Rummage Sale  

11a Clean up  

23 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  

2-6:30 p Social   

Concerns Christian 

Activism 

24 

10 a Paint & Palette  

 

 

8 p AA 

25 

9 a Staff Meeting 

AM DOU Set up 

12 n Adult Study  

26 

7 a Bible Study  

12:30 p Bible Study 

 

10 a DOU 

27 

1:00 p Heresy Grp 

6 p Sultans & Saints  

 Showing Saginaw 

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

28 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

29 

30 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship  

3 p Holly Near   

Concert  followed by 

Reception  

      

A Look Ahead at October  

Sunday, October 7 - CROP Walk at 1:45 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Friday, October 12 and Saturday, October 13 - Michigan Conference Annual Meeting & Youth Annual Meeting  
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HOLLY NEAR:  
AN AFTERNOON OF STORIES AND SONGS  

 
 
 

 
On September 30, at 3:00 p.m., we will have a wonderful opportunity to hear a music legend perform in our sanc-
tuary. The UCC Founders’ Series is bringing Holly Near to Midland, where she will entertain us, challenge us, and 
enlighten us through her songs and stories.  
 
Ms. Near is a unique combination of entertainer, teacher, and activist. Since she was eight she has performed 
world-wide for many years, both as vocal soloist and as an actor. Early on in her career she realized that she had 
the opportunity through her music to address social conditions  which were of concern to everyone throughout the 
world. She has the reputation of being one of the most articulate social change artists working today, in company 
with other greats such as Pete Seeger, Joan Baez, Woody Guthrie, and Harry Belafonte.  
 
Peace, justice, women’s rights, and LBGTQ issues are of primary importance to Ms. Near, and these concerns 
are reflected in most of her music. You may be familiar with some of her songs, even if you didn’t know the com-
poser. The most well-known among them is probably “Singing for Our Lives,” also known as “We Are Angry Gen-
tle    People.” It was composed to memorialize those students who died at Kent State in 1970, during the Vietnam 
war protest on campus. Other popular songs which address social justice issues are “Great Peace March,” “Nina,” 
“When We Meet in the Middle,” and “Singing for our Lives,” which was written after the assassination of Harvey 
Milk and Mayor Mascone in San Francisco in 1973. In a 2010 interview she said: 
 

One doesn't have to chain oneself to the gate at the White House to be called an activist.  
It is the way that we get up every morning, the way we treat our loved ones, the way that we look at the 

people in our workplace. Do we honor them and respect them? …. Activism is how we get up every 
morning. And the music that I am part of…is trying to identify what is unique and special about our lives, 
as well as what is universally applied, so that we can document this extraordinary experiment of being 

on this planet…. 
 

Ms. Near has also examined the personal as well as the political. She and her sister adapted her autobiography 
“Fire in the Rain, Singer in the Storm” into a one-woman play called “Fire in the Rain.” She performed it in Los   
Angeles, San Francisco, and off-Broadway in New York City in the ’70’s. Her song “You Can Know All I Am”     
reveals much about herself and her approach to love and life. She writes, “I do not separate my music from my 
heart nor do I separate my ideas from my daily life. I open myself up to learning as much as I can about humanity 
and this mysterious life experience, but I do not relate to political work as a series of 'causes.' Moment by         
moment, I integrate what I learn into my personal life, personalizing my politics. It is from this personal place that    
I write my songs."  
 
Please join us at the September 30th worship service when the choir will sing a medley of I Ain’t Afraid, I Am Will-
ing, and A Mighty Fortress. We hope it will inspire you to hear more of Holly Near’s work and her words of inspira-
tion that same afternoon at 3:00 p.m. 
 
There is no charge for this concert, but you are asked to register for this event through Eventbrite at: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-evening-with-holly-near-stories-and-songs-tickets-48852303555?
aff=affiliate1. Tickets can be downloaded from the UCC Midland website for church members until        
September 2. After September 2 the remaining tickets will be available to the public. A freewill donation 
will be taken at the conclusion  of the event. 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-evening-with-holly-near-stories-and-songs-tickets-48852303555?aff=affiliate1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-evening-with-holly-near-stories-and-songs-tickets-48852303555?aff=affiliate1
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Neighbors In Need (NIN) is the special offering for the month of  September. 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of justice and 
compassion throughout the United States. The NIN offering goes to organizations and congregations 
throughout the country to address social issues including poverty, economic development, human rights, 
racial and economic justice, environmental concerns, and public policy.    
 
One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Today there are 20 
UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis,     
Minnesota. CAIM supports these local churches and their pastors. In addition, CAIM strives to be a     
resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of 
other UCC congregations and to strengthen their participation in the life of the church.  
 
Two-thirds of Neighbors in Need supports program initiatives and direct grants offered by the UCC's  
Justice and Witness Ministries. Small but essential grants are made throughout the year to congrega-
tions and organizations engaged in community organizing, public policy advocacy, and direct service. 
Although money is granted to address a wide range of justice priorities, a significant portion of these 
grants are made to address issues of hunger and poverty.  
 
Envelopes for NIN offerings can be found on the table located outside the sanctuary doors during the 
month of September or you can put a note on the information line of your check and drop it in the offer-
ing plate. If you would like more information on the NIN special offering, it can be found at www.ucc.org/
nin 
 
Through our generous gifts to Neighbors In Need, the United Church of Christ is offering hope to millions 
of people; we are transforming lives, the nation, and our world.  

 
Matthew Christianson  
Benevolence Committee 

 

Benevolence Giving for September 

I want to thank this entire congregation for the support and love my Mother and I have received during 
the past two years. She had the opportunity to experience this loving community – first hand – in     
meeting many of you. For that I am very thankful. I also appreciate the many cards and continual acts    
of kindness I received in her passing. The celebration of her life under the tall trees is a gift I will always 
cherish. Thank you all, and especially Doug and Al for making it perfect.   

                                                                                               -Janet Danek 

Thank You! 
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        RUMMAGE SALE - SEPTEMBER 16 - 22 
 
The annual UCC rummage sale will be the week of September 16 through 22.  To pull this event off 
takes LOTS of workers, and more than a week of preparation.  The majority of our members are in-
volved in this project, and we always have fun while we work. It is a good way to get to know more of our 
church members, and become part of the family.  The schedule for the week includes: 
 
                 Sunday noon -?  final set-up of fellowship hall (furniture moving), and then a crew to go pick                 
     up furniture 
 
                               2:00 - 6:00 p.m.:  begin intake of merchandise 
 
                 Monday - Wednesday:  intake, sorting, and pricing (Wednesday at noon is the deadline for  
      accepting merchandise) 
                                                       (we finish by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday to go home and rest) 
 
                 Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m:  Sale Hours 
 
                 Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.:  Sale Hours 
 
                 Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - noon: Bag Day Sale - Clean-up starts immediately after sale end 
 
We need strong furniture movers, especially on Sunday the 16th and Saturday the 22nd, people to sort 
and price merchandise Sunday through Wednesday, and sales staff Thursday through Saturday. After 
the sale ends on Saturday, we need to pack up left over merchandise, load it on a truck/trailer, take 
down and put away tables and displays, sweep floor, put round tables and chairs up, etc. 
 
Donations of jewelry MUST be given to Lucille Bicknell as soon as possible.  Other donations cannot be 
brought to the church until Sept 16 at 2:00pm., as we do not have room to store it. 
 
WE CANNOT TAKE ANALOG TV'S OR ANYTHING THAT HAS EVER CONTAINED A FLAMMABLE 
SUBSTANCE !  Do not bring these items to the church.  If you have furniture items to donate, contact 
Bob Snyder.  We will only be able to take them if we have a crew to move them.  If you have other ques-
tions, please contact Connie Lesiewicz. 
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Rescheduled Social Activism Workshop 

 
As you may recall, The Social Concerns Committee originally planned a Social Activism workshop this 
past April, only to be met with an ice and snow storm that day. We have rescheduled the workshop for 
Sunday, September 23, in the UCC Fellowship Hall, from 4-6 p.m. The workshop has been designed to 
provide a fun, interactive, and relaxed atmosphere in which to learn or refresh your skills at speaking up 
and out to those people or institutions which can help bring about the changes you seek.  
 
With the mid-term elections following closely after the workshop, this is a perfect opportunity to learn 
how you can involve yourself in those ballot issues which are of concern to you. 
 
We will: 

•    help you learn how to take one more step regarding issues that are close to your heart; 
•    help you look at and deal with those things which seem to hold you back from acting; 
•    help you learn from others what actions they might be taking; 
•    provide a safe opportunity to practice various methods of advocacy; 
•    give you a hands-on opportunity to begin addressing your issues; 
•    send you home with at least one step taken toward your issue of concern;  
•    have fun! 

 
A sign-up sheet is posted in the church hallway across from the church offices. Please feel free to call 
Sarah Gorman (989-600-7636) or Barb McGregor (989-708-0736) if you have any questions.  
 
We look forward to having you join us for a fun, informative, and hands-on afternoon! 
 

Fall Book Study Adult Opportunity 
 

Thursdays, September 13 through October 11 

 
Adults will have the opportunity to discuss the book, Heresy Out Loud! with the      
author,  Rev. Dr. Carl  Gillett, with a weekly study working through the book this fall. 
Participants are invited to bring a lunch, if they so choose.  Please sign up across 
from the office by August 31 if you would like a book purchased for you.  Carl will  
provide a reading plan at the first class on September 13, but feel free to read 
ahead if desired.  The time of the study has changed to: 1:00 p.m. -  2:30 p.m. on 
Thursdays, between September 12 and October 11. 
 

Books purchased by the Board of Educational Ministries will be available in the      
Education Hallway after Labor Day. Books can also be purchased individually 
through Amazon.  Hardcover is $16.00 and Kindle edition is $4.99. 
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Last month, we announced plans for a Completing the Circle (CTC) process to review our 
music ministry. This process involves feedback/reflection groups, led by a facilitator, and it 
provides an opportunity for participants to talk with each other about what they are experi-
encing with the UCC music program. This is not an evaluative process or critique, rather it 
seeks to learn what the experience of music in our congregation is like for you, how it 
touches or inspires you, and what we can do to keep it growing and responsive to the 
needs of the congregation. 

The process involves meeting in a group of about 12 people with a facilitator, who poses 
questions and guides the process. We invite you to sign up for a session in October, and 
sign-up sheets will be available in fellowship hall in the next few weeks. The following 
dates and times are available: 

Sunday, October 7
th
                    11:30-12:30 p.m. 

Monday, October 8
th
                      7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 10
th
             7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Sunday, October 14
th
                 11:30-12:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 17
th
         10:00–11:00 a.m. 

Meetings will take place in the parlor or a classroom, and the meeting location will be noted on each sign
-up sheet. 

We would like to involve as many people as possible in this process. If none of these meeting times fit 
your schedule, please speak with Scott Mellen or Marilyn Gillett.  

Thank you in advance for providing your feedback and helping us strengthen our music ministry! 

The Music Committee 

 

Sign-up for Completing the Circle in October ! 

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS! 

 

  Do your book shopping NOW,  
for family and holidays.   

 

All books in the sale shelves must be         
removed before the Rummage Sale.  All 
book $s  fund our UCC Social Concerns 
Committee. 
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From the Director of  Educational Ministries 

 
Vacation Bible School 2018 could not have gone any better!  Embracing the Fruits of the Spirit was an  
educational and FUN-FILLED five days that is likely our best VBS yet!!! 
 

A GIGANTIC thank you to EVERYONE who made the week what it was - prayerful support, donated    
supplies, borrowed or purchased plants, kitchen crew, station leaders, team leaders and helpers,     
decorating, and families who participated - were each and every one invaluable! 
 

This was our 5th annual, week long VBS and we utilized a curriculum from our UCC affiliate Global  
Ministries. The curriculum was engaging, and we were able to make it fit perfectly with the theology and 
call of our UCC 3 Great Loves - love of children, love of neighbor, and love of creation!! 
 

Some numbers and comparisons for you: 
 

39 = Total number of participants - with an average of 35 children per day, and 38 on the day of highest 
attendance. 
(2017 - 48 children, 2016 - 36 children, and 2015 - 27 children) 
 

33 = Total number of volunteers - this was 9 youth helpers and 24 adults present throughout the week 
(2017 - 43 volunteers, 2016 - 26 volunteers, and 2015 - 30 volunteers) 
 

65 = the percentage of VBS that is outreach ministry.  25 participants do not regularly attend UCC   
Midland. 
 

72 = The program ministered to over 70 people throughout the week 
 

131 = The amount of money raised for the IWish foundation in Haiti run by Dr. Dree Stryker 
 

It was a wonderful gift to envision and learn about the world God dreams of that is filled with faith, love, 
generosity, peace, and joy!!  All our participants learned how to say those fruits of the Spirit in spanish, 
haitian creole, and sign language, and grew in 
knowledge about our neighbors in Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica, 
Colombia, and the Dominican Republic.  We also had an 
amazing set of lessons exploring science related to our 
incredible Earth!!!   
 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for supporting 
this intense, intergenerational ministry!!!  
 

 ~ Jenn 
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A Glimpse of  VBS 2018  
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Financial Summary 
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Sera DiMuro   September 1  

Kara Hotchkiss  September 1  

Hannah Rose   September 1  

Caroline Fergin  September 2  

Reneé Turner  September 2  

Jacob Thayer  September 3 

Karen Slater   September 4  

Ryan Stacy   September 4  

Laura Gornicki   September 9  

Tony Grittini   September 10  

Jake Eichhorn   September 14 

Emily Korn   September 15 

Izaac Ringgold   September 18  

Gwen Snyder   September 21  

Shawn McDonald  September 21  

Heidi Knizacky   September 22  

Les Lesiewicz   September 23  

Carol Staples   September 24  

Sue Clemmer   September 24  

Gigi McIntyre   September 26  

Ron Klump   September 26  

Grant VonWald  September 27  

Mike Gaumond  September 29  

Don Stagg   September 29  

September Birthdays 

The Lunch Bunch 

Attention Juliets: Our September lunch-
eon for this month is schedule for the 4th 
Tuesday out of respect for the work staff of 
the rummage sale. So, the Juliets will meet 
on Tuesday, September 25th, at 1:00 p.m. 
at Diamond Jim’s on Main Street in down-
town Midland. If you have questions, 
please contact Sue Rhodes or Sondi 
Geminder. 

 

The Romeos will be meeting a week later 
than normal due to the UCC Rummage 
Sale. We will gather at Lasko’s at 1:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, September 25th. Lasko’s 
is located at 1301 Washington Street in 
Midland.  

The UCC Book Club will meet 

Monday, September 10, to discuss 

White Houses by Amy Bloom. Our 

meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. at 

Allan Thiele’s home at 2119 

Brookfield Drive.  

for  

September 
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There will be a special Children’s Moments during worship to introduce classes, teachers, and 
present Bibles to this year’s 3rd graders.  Following worship and Sunday School - we leave 
the church grounds to go to Larkin Township Park for an ALL- CHURCH potluck LUNCH that 
starts at 12:00 noon.  The Board of Educational Ministries rents the large pavilion there to 
make the event take place rain-or-shine, and provides sub-sandwiches, water, lemonade, and 
paper-products.  There will be a sign-up sheet for all who plan to  attend to also share the side 
dish or dessert they plan to bring.  The pavilion is handicap accessible and there is a beautiful 
playground!   We also started a new tradition last year called Pinata Tag - and you’ll have to 
come to find out what that entails!  Laughter is guaranteed!! 

Sunday, September 9 is Rally Day… 
 where we ‘rally’ around the excitement of all the learning to come 
in our new programming year!  

UCC, Midland has an active youth group for 6th - 12th graders that is led by staff members 
Rev. Roger Pancost and Jennifer Ringgold.  We are looking forward to an exciting year.  
Our schedule typically includes two meetings per month, one for fun and one for service.   
Below are all of our Fall 2018 events: 
 
Sunday, September 9       10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.         Rally Day - special service for Fall  Programming, 

followed by all-church potluck lunch at Larkin    
Township Park 

 

Sunday, September 16 4:00-5:30 p.m.  Kick-off at Plymouth Park - Pizza and outdoor games 
        CROP Walk info distributed 
 

Saturday, September 22 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Rummage Sale Clean-up 
 

Sunday, September 30 3:00 p.m.    Holly Near Concert at UCC - Watch for more details! 
 

Sunday, October 7  1:45 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. CROP Walk at MCFTA 
 

Friday, October 12 - Saturday, October 13  MI Youth Event at Olivet College 
        Leave Midland afterschool on Friday, home Saturday 
        evening - More details to come 
        RSVP by September 9, 2018!!! 
 

Sunday, October 21  4:00-5:30 p.m.  Fall Fun Activity 
 

Sunday, November 4 4:00-5:30 p.m.  Youth Group 
 

Sunday, November 18 4:00-5:30 p.m.  Youth Group 
 

Sunday, December 9  4:00-5:30 p.m.  Youth Group Christmas Party 
 

Sunday, January 6  4:00-5:30 p.m.  Youth Group 

Youth Group Calendar 
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Friends, 

I am very excited to be a part of the Perspective 
Series at Midland Center for the Arts. I have been 
able to help with events around the LGBTQ com-
munity. Over the first couple weeks in September 
you will have several opportunities to take part in 
the conversations about LGBTQ in our communi-
ty. I hope that you all can join me in one or a few 
of the events. 

All events, besides the final concert on Septem-
ber 16, 2018 are free. If you have questions 
about any of these events, please feel to ask me. 

August 28, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at MCFTA  

Equality Michigan will be on hand to talk about 
understating the LGBTQ communities. This is a 
great way to be a part of the conversations that 
are starting to happen in Midland. 

August 29, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at Family and Chil-
dren’s Service 

Ann Manary will be a part of the special Compass 
LGBTQ meeting. She will be on hand to talk 
about the city’s role in the LGBTQ community. 
This will include questions about legal name 
changes and marriage licenses.  

September 8, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at Bullock Creek 
Auditorium -1420 S Badour Rd, Midland 

Everyone deserves a great love story! Join us for 
the Movie Love, Simon. If you have not seen this 
movie, it’s a must. And if you have…you should 

watch it again. Spoiler… you will cry.  

For Simon it’s complicated: no-one knows he’s gay and he doesn’t know who the anonymous classmate 
is that he’s fallen for online. Resolving both issues proves hilarious, scary and life-changing. Also star-
ring Josh Duhamel, Katherine Langford and Jennifer Garner, LOVE, SIMON is “everything we need right 
now” (Pete Hammond, Deadline). 

Rated PG-13. 

This event is free and unticketed. A social mixer for attendees will immediately follow in the auditorium 
lobby 

September 10, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at MCFTA 

Join us for a screening of Matt Shepard is a Friend of Mine, an award-winning, critically acclaimed docu-
mentary feature film that tells the story of Matt’s life through his friends, family and those who were close 
to him throughout the years. 

When Matt was killed in what became one of the nation’s most notorious anti-gay hate crimes, the lega-
cy of “Matthew Shepard” spread around the world. Those who knew him as Matt—their friend, their fami-
ly, their son—began to feel his identity slip away. Directed by Michele Josue, a close friend of Matt’s, this 
film features never-before-seen photos, video footage and untold aspects of Matt’s life. 

                                                                                                                            Continued on next page... 
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A panel discussion about the influence of the Matthew Shepard murder over the last 20 years on culture, 
media, policy, and advocacy efforts in will immediately follow the film. 
Panelists will include: 
Amy McDonald, MA, LPC, Family and Children’s Services of Mid-Michigan  
Chris Lauckner, Executive Director of Perceptions 

This event is free and unticketed. 
This film is not rated but includes some graphic images and descriptions. 

 

September 14, 2018 at 7:30 p.m.at the MCFTA Saints and Sinner Lounge 

Please join us for the first ever Perspectives Series, bringing together community partners to open doors 
to conversation through education, storytelling and creativity. You might even see some people you 
know sharing their story. 
 
We share stories with each other every day, light anecdotes that we tell, laugh about, and then forget. 
Those are easy moments to share with those around us… but what about the stories we don’t tell as 
readily because they’re too personal, too difficult? Join Here: Say Storytelling and invited storytellers 
from our local community to hear funny and painful stories alike about identity, acceptance, advocacy, 
dissent…the stories we don’t tell each other. 
 
September 16, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. at MCFTA 

Considering Matthew Shepard transports listeners through a tapestry of musical textures and idioms in a 

poignant concert experience inspiring hope, compassion, and empowerment. The Washington Post 

called the work "powerfully cathartic."  

 

In October of 1998, Matthew Shepard, a young, gay student at the University of Wyoming in Laramie 

was kidnapped, severely beaten, tied to a fence and left to die in a lonely field under a blanket of stars. 

Five days later, when Matt passed away, the world was watching. Approaching the eve of the 20th anni-

versary, Craig Hella Johnson has responded with his first concert-length work, Considering Matthew 

Shepard. 

 

Led from the piano by Johnson, Considering Matthew Shepard showcases the award-winning artistry of 

Conspirare’s singers with a chamber ensemble of renowned instrumentalists. This three-part fusion ora-

torio speaks with a fresh and bold voice, incorporating a variety of musical styles seamlessly woven into 

a unified whole. Johnson sets a wide range of poetic and soulful texts by poets including Hildegard of 

Bingen, Lesléa Newman, Michael Dennis Browne, and Rumi. Passages from Matt’s personal journal, 

interviews and writings from his parents Judy and Dennis Shepard, newspaper reports and additional 

texts by Johnson and Browne are poignantly appointed throughout the work. 

 

For ages 10+ 

Amy McDonald 
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We’re on the web! 

www.uccmidland.org  

Telephone: 989-631-1136 

E-mail: janet@uccmidland.org 

4100 Chestnut Hill Drive  

Midland, Michigan 48642-6206 


