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From Your Pastor 

I am finding it difficult to believe that I am about to enter my sixteenth program year with this church. 

As the old saying goes, “Time flies when you are having fun!” What fun it is to be in mutual service 

with this active and faithful congregation.  

A few years ago, the Reverend Robert Schnase wrote a book titled, Five Practices of Fruitful      

Congregations. I celebrate that all five of these practices are lived out by the United Church of 

Christ, Midland. 

Radical Hospitality:  Time and again I hear people comment on what a welcoming church this 

is. In recent days this has been especially meaningful for individuals who have felt the need to 

leave other congregations as they seek a fellowship that strives to be inclusive. 

Passionate Worship: On any given Sunday you can feel a spirit of love and joy in the sanctuary. 

It is clear people want to be gathered to give thanks to God and offer support to each other. 

Our gifted musicians add beauty and meaning to each service. 

Intentional Faith Development: This is a church that offers numerous opportunities for faith   

development. Throughout the year, Bible Studies and other learning opportunities are offered 

for adults. Children and youth gather for Sunday School each week and our teens participate 

in Youth Group and Confirmation.  

Risk-taking mission and service: There are a variety of ways in which our church is involved in 

hands-on mission, including the Shelterhouse Resale Shop, Home to Stay furniture pick-up 

and One Week-One Street. Our church’s Social Concerns Committee challenges us to take 

risk in taking a stand against Gun Violence as well as other issues facing our nation and 

world. 

Extravagant Generosity: There are countless ways in which the people of this church exhibit 

extravagant generosity. It is revealed in the amount of money that is given to support the 

many ministries of the church, the amount of time that people give to caring for the church 

property, and the many ways in which people support one another. I am amazed that any 

time there is a need in this church, someone steps forward to meet that need.  

Although the church remained active throughout the summer months, the official start of the 

2019/2020 program year is Sunday, September 8. Please join us in worship for a Rally Day celebra-

tion, followed by a picnic sponsored by the Board of Educational Ministries. I look forward to another 

year of serving God’s Kingdom together. 

Peace,  

Roger 



Joys &  Concerns  
Beth Gardner was hospitalized at Beaumont 

Hospital in Royal Oak but is now home and  

doing well.  

Chuck Gorden, who had cancer surgery at the 

U of M on August 12, is home and doing well. 

Les Lesiewicz has returned home after receiv-

ing medical treatment at the U of M and is do-

ing well. 

Emory Grace Christianson was born on August 

9, 2019. She is the daughter of Rachael and 

Matthew.  

Charter member, Helen Anderson, died on  

August 11. A celebration of her life and spirit 

was held on August 22.  

Mary Eichhorn received a pacemaker on      

August 27. 

Best wishes to Michael Humphrey and Kailyn 

Little who are getting married on September 

28.  

The Reverend Douglas Anders, former Associ-

ate Pastor of this church, continues to receive 

cancer treatment at MD Anderson. 

 

September Lectionary Texts  
 

September 1    
  

Jeremiah 2:4-13  
Psalm 81:1, 10-16  
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  
Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
September 8   
  

Jeremiah 18:1-11       
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
Philemon 1:1-21  
Luke 14:25-33 
 
September 15    
  

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
 Psalm 14  
1 Timothy 1:12-17  
Luke 15:1-10 
 
September 22    
  

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1  
Psalm 79:1-9  
1 Timothy 2:1-7  
Luke 16:1-13 
 
September 29    
  

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15  
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16  
1 Timothy 6:6-19  
Luke 16:19-31 

Outdoor Service 

One of the many beloved traditions of the United 

Church of Christ, Midland, is the annual outdoor   

service of worship. This service will be held on    

Sunday, September 1 at 10:00 a.m. in the courtyard 

between the sanctuary and the education wing. The 

theme is “trees.” Please join us as we come together 

to worship God in the shaded beauty of the natural 

world. Communion will be served.  

The Worship Committee, Harold Slater, Peg Stokes, 
Kyle Bagnall and Roger Pancost 



September 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

2 Labor Day  

Offices closed  

3 

9 a Staff Meeting 

 

4 5 

 

 

 

 

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

7 

8  Rally Day 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

12 n Potluck Picnic 

at Barstow 

Woods Pavilion 

9 

10 a Paint & Palette 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

10 

9 a Staff Meeting 

12 n Adult Study  

 

7:15 p Christian 

Community  

7:15 p Trustees 

11 

7 a Bible Study  

12:30 p Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

14 

Service Saturday 

at Shelterhouse 

Resale Shop  

2:00 - 4:00 p  

4:00 - 6:00 p  

15 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

 

 

4 p Youth Group  

Kick-off 

16 

10 a Paint & Palette 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

 

17  

9 a Staff Meeting 

12 n Adult Study  

1 p Juliets 

1 p ROMEOs 

7:15 p Church  

            Council  

18 

7 a Bible Study  

11 a Caregiving  

12:30 p Bible Study 

1:30 p Technology  

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

21 

 

22 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

 

5:30 p Confirmation 

Parent Meeting 

23 

10 a Paint & Palette 

 

 

 

 

8 p AA 

24 

9 a Staff Meeting 

12 n Adult Study  

 

 

7 p Social Concerns 

25 

7 a Bible Study  

12:30 p Bible Study 

 

Daughters of the 

Union  

26 

 

 

 

 

7 p Choir Rehearsal 

27 

OWL Training - UU 

 

 

 

5 p Wedding  

       Rehearsal  

8 p AA 

28 

OWL Training - 

UU 

 

 

Wedding  

29 

10 a Worship  

11 a Fellowship 

OWL Training - UU 

Rummage Sale Prep  

2 p Merchandise 

being accepted 

30 

 

Rummage Prep  

 

 

 

8 p AA 

     

       



 
 
On Saturday, October 5 from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., the Board of Christian Community is sponsor-
ing a self-guided tour of The Pines home on the grounds of the beautiful Dow Gardens. A National 
Historic Landmark, the home was built in 1899, and was the only one  ever owned by Herbert and 
Grace Dow. According to the website, “Within its walls Grace raised their children and outside  
Herbert conducted experiments in fruit-growing and developed gardens.” 
 
Cost for the tour is $7, and a Dow Gardens pass ($10 daily or $20 annual) is also required (may be 
purchased on the day of the event). Sign-up on the sheet outside of the church office and make a 
$7 payment (checks made payable) to the church office no later than September 20. Feel free to 
enjoy the Dow Gardens campus before and after the tour. Contact Amy Hutchinson with any  
questions. 
 

The rationale for the organ for the UCC music program has changed.  Initially, the thought was to 
have a fully equipped organ in the loft capable of playing the various organs that the Hauptwerk 
manufacturer provides, using an organ console. Our current organ is not capable of playing MIDI 
messages. 

After Jim’s trip to Toronto and his interview with the owner of Milan Digital, an international com-
pany of MIDI organs, we have decided to change course. 

The whole point of using the Hauptwerk was to provide the congregation an opportunity to hear 
the wonderful European and American organs that have been sampled so expertly by the Haupt-
werk company. We’ve learned that we don’t need an organ console to do that!  The sound is gen-
erated by the computer so any sequencing/MIDI software will suffice.  A MIDI keyboard and a 
computer work just fine! 

Our fabulous choir resumes its participation in the worship service beginning September 8 singing 
Corner of the Sky from the Broadway musical, PIPPIN.  This is a wonderful, uplifting piece….a 
great way to start the season.  If you want to sing, join us on Thursday, September 5, at 7 p.m. in 
the loft for our first rehearsal. 

Deborah Clarke Reeves 

 

 

                              Lofty News 



 

Confirmation Class 2019 - 2020  

Confirmation will be offered during the 2019-2020 programming year. This exploration for young 
people in 6th-12th grade has historically been offered every four years. The class will be taught 
by Rev. Roger Pancost, who will be assisted by Director of Educational Ministries, Jennifer 
Ringgold. Participants will learn the history of the church, with a focus on the United Church of 
Christ, and have the opportunity to break down and ask questions about what it means to be a 
person of faith, a Christian, and a member of the UCC. Required classes and activities are held   
1-2 times per month from September - May. On May 31, the celebration of Pentecost, individuals 
who have participated in Confirmation classes will be offered space to confirm their personal 
faith, and also become full members of this local congregation if they choose. Please see Rev. 
Roger or Jenn Ringgold for more information. 

 

Youth Group KICK-OFF 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2019 — 4:00-5:30 p.m. 

UCC, Midland has an active youth group for 6th - 12th graders that is led by staff members Rev. 
Roger Pancost and Jennifer Ringgold.  We are looking forward to an exciting year.  Our schedule 
typically includes one or two meetings per month with a focus on fun and service.  We also have 
various state, regional, and national UCC event opportunities with at least one big trip each year.  
Below are our beginning Fall 2019 events: 

 

Sunday Sept 8 10:00a.m.- 2:30pm   Rally Day - special service for Fall    

Programming, followed by all-church potluck lunch at Barstow Woods Pavilion 

                       4:00 p.m. - 5:30pm   Youth Group Kick Off - UCC Parlor 
 

Sunday Sept 22  5:30pm - 7:00pm Confirmation Class Parent Meeting and kick off 

 

SATURDAY Oct 5 11:00am - 1:00pm Rummage Sale Clean-up 

Sunday Oct 6   1:45pm - 3:30pm CROP Walk at MCFTA 

Friday Oct 11 - Saturday Oct 12  MI Youth Event in Kalamazoo 

 Leave Midland afterschool on Friday, home Saturday evening - More details to come                                               

 RSVP by September 8, 2018!!! 



Neighbors In Need (NIN) 

 is the special offering for the month of  September. 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of   

justice and compassion throughout the United States. The NIN offering goes to organizations and 

congregations throughout the country to address social issues including poverty, economic devel-

opment, human rights, racial and economic justice, environmental concerns, and public policy.    

One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Today there are 

20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneap-

olis, Minnesota. CAIM supports these local churches and their pastors. In addition, CAIM strives 

to be a resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations who are 

members of other UCC congregations and to strengthen their participation in the life of the 

church.  

Two-thirds of Neighbors in Need supports program initiatives and direct grants offered by the 

UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries. Small but essential grants are made throughout the year to 

congregations and organizations engaged in community organizing, public policy advocacy, and 

direct service. Although money is granted to address a wide range of justice priorities, a signifi-

cant portion of these grants are made to address issues of hunger and poverty.  

Envelopes for NIN offerings can be found on the table located outside the sanctuary doors during 

the month of September or you can put a note on the information line of your check and drop it in 

the offering plate. If you would like more information on the NIN special offering, it can be found at 

www.ucc.org/nin 

Through our generous gifts to Neighbors In Need, the United Church of Christ is offering hope to 
millions of people; we are transforming lives, the nation, and our world.  
 

Matthew Christianson  

Benevolence Committee  

    Benevolence Giving for September  

Salvation Army Share Program 2019 
The 2019 Salvation Army Share Program has come to a successful close for this season.  Thank you to Peg, Deb, 
Margaret, Phyllis, Chris, Ryan, Marg, Christy, Hannah, Trish, Tom, Nancy, Jim, Nan, Al, Doug, Kathy and 
Laura.  Many hands made the assembling of 530 sack lunches fast and fun.  We made turkey, ham, peanut butter 
and jelly and hot dog sandwiches.  Also, we bagged celery with peanut butter, carrot sticks, broccoli florets and dill 
pickles for vegetables.  And there were fruit cups, a spoon and napkin added to fill the bags. 

Many thank yours to our VBS attendees and crew.  The sunshine cards that you made were a welcome surprise to 
the lunch bags.  The stickers were a special hit.   

Sondi Geminder  

Caregiving Ministries Team Leader 





 

Help Needed for OWL Training 

IN Midland Sept 27-29 
 

* Offer in-home hospitality for out-of-town par-
ticipants. If you are willing to open space in 
your home to provide an accessible place to 
stay contact jenn@uccmidland.org . Partici-
pants choosing in-home stay over the cost of a 
hotel will make a donation of $50 to support 
OWL programming. 

 

• Donate food, beverage, and snack items to 
help feed participants while they train.  Sign 
up for needed items at https://
docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1cDqQgU5fWCTHwqkDzMMh2-
cekr2lsq_ddU1F4viA248/edit?usp=sharing 

 

* Provide a monetary donation in any amount 
to support OWL Facilitator Training.  For infor-
mation  about how to sponsor participants, help 
pay for materials, or help more generally with 
the cost of holding OWL training, email 
jenn@uccmidland.org OR donate directly 
online by going to www.uccmidland.org → Giv-
ing → Give Online → OWL Training. 

 
 

 

 

September 1 Sera DiMuro  

September 1 Kara Hotchkiss 

September 1 Hannah Rose  

September 2  Caroline Fergin  

September 2 Reneé Turner  

September 3  Jacob Thayer  

September 4 Karen Slater  

September 4  Ryan Stacy  

September 9  Laura Gornicki  

September 10  Tony Grittini  

September 14  Jake Eichhorn  

September 15  Emily Korn  

September 18  Izaac Ringgold  

September 21 Gwen Snyder  

September 21  Shawn McDonald  

September 22  Heidi Knizacky  

September 23  Les Lesiewicz  

September 24  Carol Staples  

September 24  Sue Clemmer  

September 25  Don Stagg  

September 26  Gigi McIntyre  

September 26  Ron Klump  

September 27  Grant Von Wald  

September 29  Mike Gaumond 

September Birthdays 

SOCIAL  

CONCERNS  

BOOK SALE 

1. NEW AND INTERESTING BOOKS!!  

Now available on the Social Concerns Book 

Sale shelves in Fellowship Hall. 

 
2.  CHANGE IN DONATION SITE. 
Donations are now to be put in the blue bin 
found under the table between the book 
shelves.       

Newsletter Deadline is the 18th day of each month! 

mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cDqQgU5fWCTHwqkDzMMh2-cekr2lsq_ddU1F4viA248/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cDqQgU5fWCTHwqkDzMMh2-cekr2lsq_ddU1F4viA248/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cDqQgU5fWCTHwqkDzMMh2-cekr2lsq_ddU1F4viA248/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cDqQgU5fWCTHwqkDzMMh2-cekr2lsq_ddU1F4viA248/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org
http://www.uccmidland.org


 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8 is RALLY DAY  

where we ‘rally’ around the excitement of all the learning 
to come in the year ahead!!   

There will be a special Children’s Moments during worship to 
introduce classes, teachers, and present Bibles to this year’s 
3rd graders.  Following worship and Sunday School - we leave 
the church grounds to go to BARSTOW WOODS pavilion for 

an ALL- CHURCH potluck LUNCH that starts at 12:00 NOON.  This is a NEW LOCATION!!  See 
full page flyer on page 10.  

Board of Educational Ministries has reserved this City of Midland pavilion to make the event rain-
or-shine, and provides sub sandwiches, water, lemonade, and paper-products.  There will be a 
sign-up sheet for all who plan to attend to share the side dish or dessert they plan to bring.  The 
pavilion is handicap accessible and there is a playground and a basketball court!  Accessible 
parking is available off of Manor Drive. We will continue with our Pinata Tag tradition and hope to 
see all of you there! 

 

                                      Social Concerns Committee 

 

                                 Contact Congress About Gun Violence 
 
In the wake of more mass shootings in August, we review again the 
UCC Resolution concerning gun violence from the 20

th
 General Syn-

od.  To view the resolution in its entirety go to: 

http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/GS-20-Guns-and-violence.pdf 

Below is the final section of the resolution outlining legislative provi-
sions endorsed by the 20

th
 General Synod.  Congress is expected to 

consider proposals when they return from their summer recess on 
September 9.  Let our voices be heard. 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Twentieth General Synod en-
dorse legislative provisions that will: 

strengthen the licensing and registration of handgun transfers; 

restrict firearm possession by persons convicted of violent 
crimes and by juveniles; 

limit handgun purchases to one per month; 

strengthen regulation of gun dealers; 

increase civil and criminal liability for misuse of firearms; 

prohibit semiautomatic assault weapons, Saturday night         
specials, explosive ammunition, and large-capacity maga-
zines; 

require gun safety devices; and 

require training in the safe use of firearms as a condition of      
licensing. 

  Jan Baumgras 

 

  

  

Contacting your Con-
gress People: 

To find out how to con-
tact your: 

US Representative:  
https://www.house.gov/
representatives/ 

US Senators: https://
www.senate.gov/
general/
contact_information/
senators_cfm.cfm 

http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/GS-20-Guns-and-violence.pdf




Lectionary Bible Studies will resume on Wednesday, September 11 at 7:00 a.m. and 12:30 
p.m. with Rev. Roger Pancost, in the UCC Parlor. These Bible Studies look at the scrip-
tures that will be used in the next Sunday worship service, and provide time for fellowship 
and reflection. All are welcome! 

Tuesdays, at 12:00 noon the book study will resume with Rev. Roger  Pancost, in the UCC 
Parlor. September 10 will be the first meeting. This group is using the UCC Resource A 
Child Laughs. This weekly study provides fellowship and discussion about current justice 
issues to bring awareness and inspire hope. Please join in anytime! 

In addition, the Adult Study class is using curriculum from Living the Questions called   
Saving Jesus, which is being offered by Rev. Pam Buchholz starting in October. More    
details will be available in bulletins and the October Newsletter about this multi-week learn-
ing opportunity. 

Midland has pioneered community-

supported living for individuals with 

disabilities. While my 35 year-old son Bruce 

is in his own apartment, we are continually 

challenged to find good part time staff. If 

anyone is interested or knows of others who 

might be, please call or email Bruce’s 

mother: Kay Harley at 989-698-6230 or 

khh@svsu.edu. Bruce would also enjoy 

congregation members visiting with him 

occasionally or sharing an activity or a meal. 

Thanks for the ongoing support UCC 

Midland has given our family over the years.  

                    

Kay Harley 

STAFF & FRIENDS  

FOR BRUCE FAHLGREN 

 

Save the Date  

The fall GEM Luncheon is sched-

uled for Thursday, October 24th 

at noon in the Baumann Fellow-

ship Hall. We hope to see you all 

there!  

Details will follow in next 

month’s newsletter. 

Adult Study Opportunities Starting Soon! 



Vacation Bible School 2019 was OUT OF THIS WORLD!  To Mars and Beyond was an educa-
tional and FUN-FILLED five days that is definitely our best VBS yet!!! 

A GIGANTIC thank you to EVERYONE who made the week what it was - prayerful support,      
donated supplies, borrowed or purchased items, kitchen crew, station leaders, group leaders and 
helpers, decorating, and families who participated - were each and every one invaluable! 

This was our 6th annual, week-long VBS and we utilized a curriculum from Cokesbury Publishing.  
We made it our own with homemade planetariums, special service projects, preschool games, 
and science videos on YouTube! 

Some numbers and comparisons for you: 

56 = Total number of participants - with an average of 48 children per day, and 51 on the day of 
highest attendance. 

(2018 - 39 children, 2017 - 48 children, 2016 - 36 children, and 2015 - 27 children) 

24 = Total number of volunteers - this was 6 youth helpers and 17 adults present throughout the 
week 

(2018 - 33 volunteers, 2017 - 43 volunteers, 2016 - 26 volunteers, and 2015 - 30 volunteers) 

68 = the percentage of VBS that is outreach ministry.  38 participants do not regularly attend UCC 
Midland. 

80 = The program ministered to over 70 people throughout the week 

589 = The number of sunshine notes written by VBS participants for SHARE lunches 

It was a wonderful gift to explore God’s incredible universe and think about ways to go BEYOND 
in faith, boldness, kindness, thankfulness, and hope!!  All our participants learned how to say daily 
power launchers in American Sign Language, and memorized our Vector Verse Ephesians 3:20 - 
with the help of our VBS puppet friend EP3:20.  The kids especially loved our science station and 
SNACKS!! 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for supporting this intense, intergenerational ministry!!!  ~ 

Jenn 

 



The  

Faces  

 

 

 

 

 VBS  

2019 

      of 



An exciting thing that many of our youth have been experiencing this year is the chance to partici-
pate in wider-church activities. The eye-opening experience of Synod followed several of our 
youth attending the 2018 UCC Michigan Conference Annual Meeting. There are two events this 
fall that our youth will be able to experience, and that are also open to registered visitors.  I think 
many people from UCC, Midland might be interested to experience one or both of these events. 

The 2019 Michigan Conference Annual Meeting is Friday, October 11, and Saturday, October 12.  
There are opportunities to attend workshops, a giant worship service, and two chances to hear 
from this year’s keynote speaker - Rev. Starsky Wilson of St. Louis, Missouri.  The theme and  
focus of this year’s meeting is “How are the Children?” Visitors can attend one or both days of the 
meeting. 

The MI Conference is broken down further into smaller groups called Associations. Of the 141 
UCC Churches in the MI Conference, UCC Midland belongs to the Covenant Association with 40 
other UCC churches. These churches come together twice a year as a way to network, learn    
together, and support programming.  Covenant Association will have it’s fall meeting on Novem-
ber 2nd.  Our Confirmation class will be attending this meeting with Roger and me.  The meeting 
will present  the opportunity to hear from racial, gender, and sexuality justice advocate Darnell 
Moore, author of No Ashes in the Fire. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9_v1gFCu2s 
 

Consider joining in with us!  Email jenn@uccmidland.org  for more information 

The Lunch Bunch 

The ROMEOs will meet at Pi’s, 1815 S. Saginaw Road (across from 

K-Mart) at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September  17.  

The Juliet’s will meet Tuesday, September 17 at Mancino’s at 1:00 

p.m. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Rhodes or Sondi 

Geminder.  

All are welcome to join us! 

Opportunities to venture into the wide world 

 of  the wider UCC church 

 

 Book Club will be held at Marilyn Soule’s home to 

discuss The Tea Girls of  Hummingbird Lane by 

Lisa See on Monday, September 9th at 7:00 p.m.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9_v1gFCu2s
mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org


 

The Rummage Sale is coming! The Rummage Sale is coming! 

Hey folks! I hope you’re looking forward to this year’s rummage sale, I know I am!  

There have been some tweaks to the sale that the team hopes will improve things for everyone; 

let me explain. 

Set up will begin after 5PM on Saturday September 28
th
 with ingathering on Sunday the 29

th
 as 

usual. We’d love some help either of those days, get with me or another team member. We will 

start taking in items after 2pm on Sunday through 1pm on Wednesday October 2
nd

. If you need 

to bring in items earlier than 2pm on Sunday, please contact me or another team member to 

make arrangements.  

The sale begins at 9AM on Thursday October 3
rd

 and will run until 7PM. Please note the change 

in the end time. Friday October 4
th
 will be half price ALL DAY from 9AM-5PM and Saturday Octo-

ber 5
th
 will be bag day as usual from 9AM-11AM. We are working on a few options for donating 

the leftover merchandise. Please be patient if some of the items remain in the Fellowship Hall on 

Sunday or possibly Monday. Our price list has been revised and simplified to help streamline the 

sale and make things easier on the cashiers. I don’t know about you but I’m looking forward to 

that! 

As you begin gathering merchandise, please make sure all electronics and appliances are in 

working order. As in previous years no analog TV’s will be accepted. Clothing must be stain-free. 

If you have large items such as furniture please call me to arrange for pickup. We will be using 

Midland Area Homes’ guidelines for pickups: furniture must be on the first floor of your home/in 

the garage/etc to make it easy on movers’ backs and reduce liability concerns for everyone. We 

will be contacting our members/friends that have indicated on their time/talent sheet that they’re 

willing to move furniture for MAH for assistance. The rummage sale team reserves the right to  

refuse items for the sale; if you have any questions please let me know. And let’s remember to 

use common sense when donating anything: if you wouldn’t buy it from a thrift shop yourself, it’s 

likely no one else will want it either. 

If you know of anyone that wants/needs to come in outside our “normal business hours” please 

let me or another team member know so we can anticipate their arrival. This is common courtesy 

and also helps our team members feel safe. 

If you volunteered last year, we look forward to your help again. If you haven’t helped out before, 

what are you waiting for? There are many opportunities to assist the team in making this a      

success for the church, including set up, take down, pricing items, picking up items, cashiering, 

and providing meals/snacks, just to name a few. Can’t wait to see you! 

Your 2019 Rummage Sale Team, 

Sue Tipler (989) 835-5055 

Gwen and Bob Snyder 

Connie Lesiewicz 

Sue Rhodes 



 

Islamic Center of  Midland 

School Supply Drive 

In Partnership with Trinity Lutheran Church 

Collection dates: August 16th-September 6th 

                 What to Donate: backpacks, markers,          

   pencils,  notebooks, lunch boxes, shoes,            

  jackets, sweatpants, and underwear 

(ALL NEW ITEMS ONLY) 

Collection baskets are available for these school supplies in the information hallway 

between Baumann Fellowship Hall and the church offices.  

 

Social Concerns Committee: 

"To believe is to care; to care is to do."  The Social Concerns Committee's purpose is to    
research, educate, and advocate on issues of social concern in the community stat,      
nation, and world. It's a big job!! We could use some help... 

Our first meeting for the 2019-2020 church year will be Tuesday, September 24 at 7:00 
p.m. in the parlor. We hope to both outline projects for the year and vote on changing our 
regular meeting time to daytime or possibly alternating between day and evening meet-
ing times. 

We welcome new members and look forward to seeing returning members! 

Carole Swinehart & Ellie Schroeder 

An Important Reminder 

As we enter the fall season at the UCC, please remember to contact the church office prior to 

scheduling meetings and events to be held in the church or on the church grounds! Please don’t 

assume that space is always available. We are fortunate to have such a busy and useful facility 

and it is utilized by not only ourselves, but several groups and individuals in our community. We 

make every attempt to meet the needs of those requesting space, and we quite often schedule 

months in advance. Your help is needed to enable maximum usage with minimal inconvenience 

to everyone.  


