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Sermon for April 1, 2018  
Fools for Christ  
Mark 16:1-8 
The Reverend Roger Pancost 

Since the beginning of the year there have been many          
conversations about how two religious holidays coincide with two         
secular holidays in 2018. The other day I learned at Bible study that             
there have even been memes on Facebook regarding this coincidence. 

The first of these coinciding holidays occurred on February 14. On            
that day when many people were offering gestures of love, people also            
gathered to observe Ash Wednesday. At our church’s service of worship           
I connected these two holidays by inviting people to open the door to the              
heart. Today is somewhat of a greater challenge. How can I, as a             
worship leader, connect Easter with April Fool’s Day? 

One option is to treat today as if it is Holy Humor Sunday. I could               
spend the remainder of my sermon time telling jokes, such as the one             
that has to do with a conversation between Pontius Pilate and Joseph of             
Arimathea, the man who donated his tomb for the burial of Jesus. 

Pilate says, “Joseph, I don’t understand. You are the richest man in            
the region. You have made this brand new tomb for your family, and             
you’re giving it to Jesus?” 

Joseph replies, “It’s just for the weekend!” 

A second option for connecting these two holidays involves         
turning to the writings of the early church fathers who spoke of the             
Easter Laugh or “Risus paschalis.” The Easter Laugh refers to God           
playing a practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. I              
think I will leave that one to the early Church theologians. 

The third option, and the one I have chosen, is based on the             
teachings of the Apostle Paul. In a letter to the church in Corinth Paul              
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writes about how Christ being crucified is considered foolishness to          
some people in the world. That is, they think it is foolish to believe in a                
God who would allow Jesus to be killed in such a humiliating way. Paul              
counters that opinion saying that for those who believe, Christ is the            
power of God and the wisdom of God. “For God’s foolishness is wiser             
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human          
strength.” (1 Corinthians 1:25) Later, in that same letter, Paul states,           
“We are fools for the sake of Christ, but you are wise in Christ.” 

Paul shared these words with people who have been called fools           
because of their faith. As in our day, the word “fool” had negative             
connotations. Calling someone a fool is the same as saying he or she             
lacks the power of understanding, or judgment. 

Rather than fight against this derogatory term, Paul encourages the          
members of the church to embrace it! For Paul, being a “Fool for Christ”              
means having faith that God’s love is revealed in the life, death, and             
resurrection of Jesus. It involves following in the way of Jesus, even it             
that puts you at odds with the world around you.  

This year, as Easter and April Fool’s Day, fall on the same date,             
we are given the opportunity to reflect on what it means for us to live as                
“Fools for Christ.” As in the time of the Apostle Paul, there are many              
people who think that we are foolish for having faith, and for striving to              
live in the way of Jesus. There are many ways in which we are fools… 

We are fools for believing that our acts of compassion can make a             
difference in the world. There are those who tell us that we should only              
look out for “Number One” and not be concerned about the needs of             
other people. There are others who tell us that the problems of the world              
are too great for us to address. Our faith tells us that despite the odds, we                
are a called to care for others. In the same way that Jesus offered healing               
to the sick, and fed the hungry, we do the same.  
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We are fools for believing in justice. In a world that is filled with              
corruption, and where many people are denied their basic rights, we do            
not remain silent. In the same way that Jesus stood with the oppressed,             
and called out the hypocrisy of those with earthly power, we do the             
same. We also acknowledge our own role in such injustices. 

We are fools for believing that God loves all people, not just some             
people. Like Peter, in our reading from Acts, we proclaim, “I truly            
understand that God shows no partiality.” All people are loved by God,            
no matter what their faith, their nationality, or their sexual orientation.           
As individuals, and as a church, we share this message with the world             
today. 

We are fools for believing that greatness has nothing to do with            
earthly power, prestige, or wealth. As Jesus demonstrated through the          
washing of his disciple’s feet, true greatness is found in the person who             
serves others.  

We are fools for believing that our resources are to be shared with             
others. Rather than storing up treasure here on earth “where moth and            
rust destroy,” we share our wealth so that others might live.  

We are fools for believing in the power of forgiveness. Rather than            
seeking revenge, we find ways to bring about reconciliation and peace.           
In the same way that God is gracious to us, we strive to be gracious to                
others.  

We are fools for believing that we are more than physical beings            
and that there is a spirit within each one of us that connects us with God.                
A spirit that lives eternally. 

We are fools for believing that God brings life out of death. I don’t              
know what your beliefs are about the Resurrection of Jesus, but I do             
know that the story of Jesus does not end at the tomb. As Mary              
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Magdalene, the mother of James, and Salome discovered, the power of           
God’s love could not be contained within the stone walls of a tomb. 

For two thousand years God’s love has flowed through the lives of            
countless individuals who follow in the way of Jesus. People who, filled            
with compassion, bring life and hope to others.  

When the world tells us that we are fool for believing these things             
we can be assured that we are in good company. Jesus was considered             
foolish by many for believing these things, and acting upon them.  

On this Easter/April Fool’s Day I am pleased to embrace my role            
as a fool…a fool who believes in the undying love of God! Will you join               
me in embracing this title? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


