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Sermon for April 21, 2019 

John 20:1-18 

Easter People 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

Like this church, the church I grew up in held Wednesday night Lenten 
programs. To be quite honest with you, I don’t remember what any of those 
programs were…except for one. That program took place at a time when our 
church had an associate pastor named Dick who was hired to work with youth and 
young adults. I was in college at the time and got to know Dick through a church 
group I belonged to for post high school individuals.  

One day Dick approached me and asked if I would participate in a Lenten 
program that he thought would be very powerful. His plan involved the two of us 
standing on separate platforms in the fellowship hall, as the congregation sat at 
tables all around us. Dick would offer arguments in support of the resurrection of 
Jesus having happened. I was to refute those arguments. 

When my brother Bob heard about this upcoming debate he gave me a book 
that offered counter arguments to any claim having to do with the resurrection of 
Jesus. Being a good student, I committed to memory these arguments. 

The night of this program I very nervously climbed onto my platform and 
prepared myself to argue against the resurrection. Dick stood on his platform with 
great confidence. Sadly, that confidence did not last for very long. Every time that 
Dick offered a statement supporting the resurrection, I countered with an argument 
against it. When you think about it, offering counter arguments is not difficult to 
do. No one has proof that the resurrection occurred. There were no wireless 
cameras outside the tomb. And, according to this morning’s reading from John, 
even Mary Magdalene began the morning with doubts, thinking that someone had 
stolen the body of Jesus. 

As our Lenten program continued I could tell that Dick was getting more 
and more frustrated. There was nothing he could say that I could not offer a 
counter argument to. At one point in our debate a member of the congregation 
cried out, “We need a new defender of the faith!” 

I can assure you that it was not my intention that evening to embarrass Dick, 
or convince people that the resurrection of Jesus did not take place. What that 
evening made clear to me is that you can’t prove the resurrection. 
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In a recent article in Christian Century magazine the Reverend Jim 
Friedrich, offers this same insight. In speaking about preaching on Easter, he 
writes, “Confronted by a room full of people who spend most of their time in 
secular ways of thinking, where the dead stay dead and God – if there is one – does 
not intervene in the natural order, preachers are tempted to mount a defense of the 
resurrection within what is plausible to the modern mind. In doing so, they tame a 
dangerous mystery into a manageable – and rather harmless – assumption. They 
also waste a valuable opportunity to bring the assembly into confrontation with the 
transformative presence of the living Christ.”  

Reverend Friedrich goes on to say, “The central question of Easter is not 
‘What happened to Jesus way back then?’ but rather; Where is Jesus now – for 
us?’…Easter becomes not a matter of our questioning the resurrection but of 
allowing the resurrection to question us. Who are we now, and what must we 
become, in the light of the risen Christ?” 

In reflecting on preparing an Easter sermon, Reverend Friedrich says, “I 
don’t want to convince so much as to invite – to invite the mixed crowd of 
believers, seekers, and doubters to embrace the Easter experience and consent to its 
transformative effects…Easter isn’t something we remember. It’s something we 
live and breathe.” (Christian Century, April 10, 2019, p. 10) 

 In order to understand the invitation of Easter it is helpful to reflect on what 
Jesus shared with his disciples on Thursday night, the night before the crucifixion. 
Jesus said,  

 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
No one has greater love than this; to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I have appointed you to go 
and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask 
him in my name. I am giving you these commands that you may love one another.” 
(John 15:12-17) 

The One who gave his life out of love for others, invites his disciples to 
follow in the way of love. Jesus invites them to share in the very nature of God. On 
Sunday morning, after having experienced the mystery of the resurrection, the 
disciples are transformed! These individuals, who were once fearful, go on to share 
God’s love in powerful ways. 
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Easter has the power to transform us as well. Today we are given this same 
invitation to follow in the way of Jesus and love others. We are invited to be Easter 
People!  

Like Jesus, Easter People share love by caring for those who are hurting. 
This can be as simple as taking the time to be fully present with another person. It 
involves listening without judgment, and offering words of encouragement. 

Like Jesus, Easter People share love by standing with those who are 
oppressed. We do this when we take the risk of calling out prejudiced remarks and 
when we take the time to learn more about people who are discriminated against. It 
means supporting the work of those who are helping to create greater justice for 
disenfranchised people and speaking the truth to power. 

Like Jesus, Easter People share love by welcoming the outcast. We do this 
as individuals and as a church, when we welcome people who are excluded by 
others. And, when we boldly proclaim the dignity and worth of every person – no 
exceptions!  

Like Jesus, Easter People share love by meeting the physical needs of others. 
We do this when we support the work of agencies that feed the hungry and help to 
provide housing for the homeless. And, when we generously share our resources. 

Like Jesus, Easter People share love with the people in their inner circle. We 
do this when we make our family members and friends a priority and take time to 
be with them. It involves offering forgiveness and admitting when we are wrong. It 
means working to create peace and harmony, offering encouragement, and words 
of support. It means following the example of Jesus and actually saying the words, 
“I love you.” 

Like Jesus, Easter People take the time to love themselves. We do this by 
following the example of Jesus who took time away in order to be in prayer and 
self-care.  

Like Jesus, Easter People strive to love even those who they believe are their 
enemies. This involves letting go of our need for retaliation and uplifting others in 
prayer. 

This is what it means to live and breathe Easter! 

As I learned so many years ago during a Lenten program, you can’t prove 
the resurrection of Jesus with logic. The only way to do so is through acts of love. 
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