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Sermon for April 7, 2019                      

Remember 

John 12:1-8 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

 

A few weeks ago, during one of our church’s Bible Study sessions, the topic 

of down-sizing came up. This conversation started when a member of the group 

mentioned the possibility of one day having to move to a smaller home or 

apartment. This individual expressed how difficult it will be for her to let go of the 

objects in her home.  

Others of us in the group agreed that letting go of certain objects is difficult 

because they hold sentimental value. That is, when we look at, touch, or smell, one 

of these objects, we are reminded of individuals who we have known in the past, or 

people who are in our lives today. 

Perhaps you have items like this in your home. These possessions may have 

been given to you as a gift from someone in your family, or by a dear friend. They 

may be items that you remember a loved-one using, such as a kitchen utensil. They 

may be a souvenir that you purchased while vacationing with someone you care 

about. They may have been received on a special occasion such as a birthday, 

anniversary, or graduation. 

However we have obtained these items, they help us to remember. They help 

us to remember the person we associate the object with. And, in many cases, they 

help us to remember that we are loved.  

Although this morning’s reading from John doesn’t use the word 

“remember” I think remembering plays an important role in this story. According 

to the story, Jesus stops at the home of his dear friends, Mary, Martha and Lazarus, 

as he makes his way to Jerusalem. As these friends share a meal together I imagine 

that the three siblings are remembering many things. They are remembering other 

times they have spent with Jesus. They are also remembering the lessons that he 

has taught them about the Kingdom of God.  

During the course of the evening Mary makes the decision to show her 

gratitude for Jesus by doing something that others think is extravagant. She takes a 

vessel of expensive nard and anoints Jesus’ feet. This gift will go with Jesus as he 

faces the difficult challenges of the coming week.  
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When other disciples betray and deny knowing Jesus, the sweet scent of 

Mary’s gift will be with him. When the harsh words of Pilate, and others, condemn 

Jesus, the sweet scent of Mary’s gift will be with him. When the pain of crucifixion 

overtakes Jesus’ body, the sweet scent of Mary’s gift will be with him.  

Through all of these events Jesus will remember that Mary loves him. And 

every time that Mary smells this perfume in her hair, she will remember that Jesus 

loves her. 

 As we prepare to share the gift of communion this morning we are reminded 

that remembering is an important part of this sacrament. The author of Luke tells 

us that in the final hours of his life Jesus gathered twelve of his disciples together 

for a meal in an upper room.  

“And Jesus said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with 

you before I suffer; 16for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the 

kingdom of God.’ 17Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this 

and divide it among yourselves; 18for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of 

the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’ 19Then he took a loaf of 

bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This 

is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 20And he did 

the same with the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is 

the new covenant in my blood.  

 Every time that the disciples share the bread and cup they are to remember 

Jesus. They are to remember how Jesus revealed God’s love for the world through 

his acts of healing, and through his wise teachings. They are to remember how 

Jesus stood with those who were being mistreated and unjustly accused. They are 

to remember that Jesus’ love for others was so extravagant that he continued the 

journey to Jerusalem and death on a Roman cross.  

 Every time the disciples share the bread and cup they are also to remember 

who they are and what they are called to do. As disciples, they are called to follow 

in the way of Jesus by sharing God’s love through their words and through their 

actions.  

The gift of communion has been passed on from one generation to the next 

for the past two thousand years. When we share this meal we are also invited to 

remember. Like the objects in our homes that remind us of the love other people 

have shared with us, the bread and cup of communion are reminders of God’s love. 

These gifts help us to remember God’s extravagant love for us and for all people. 

A love that is so strong that there is nothing that can separate us from it. 
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Communion also helps us to remember who we are and what we have been 

called to do. When we partake of the bread and cup we are reminded that like the 

original disciples, we are called to continue to carry on the ministry of Jesus. We 

are called to help others know that they too are the beloved of God. We do this 

through our acts of compassion, are support of those who are hurting, and standing 

with those who are oppressed. 

Having said all of this, I know that there comes a time in our lives in which 

we must down-size. Perhaps it will help to know that even as we let go of objects, 

the love they represent never goes away. Like the sweet scent of Mary’s perfume, 

it always surrounds us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


