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Shared Ministry 

Luke 5:1-11 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

 

One of the many wonderful things I get to do as a pastor is help welcome 

new members into the church. This welcome involves spending time getting to 

know the people who are joining, teaching a New Member Orientation class, and 

then leading the service where people join.  

Although I have had the opportunity to speak with each of these individuals 

prior to their joining; there is so much more to learn about each one of them. Each 

of the eight individuals who joined the church today came with their own history 

of experiences. They also bring their personal thoughts and visions, and their 

particular gifts and talents. In joining this church these individual are saying that 

they wish to share in the ministries of this church. 

This morning’s lectionary reading from Luke is perfect for this New 

Member Sunday. In this reading, Jesus invites Simon Peter to join him in a shared 

ministry of proclaiming the good news of God’s kingdom.  

There are many things that I love about this story. First, I love the fact that 

Jesus could have chosen anyone in the community to join him in this ministry. 

Jesus could have chosen someone with greater knowledge about the scriptures, 

someone who has demonstrated great speaking skills, someone who is a clear 

leader, or someone who held a position of authority. And yet, Jesus chooses this 

individual who is exhausted after spending the night trying to catch fish. It is clear 

that Simon Peter isn’t invited to join Jesus because of his qualifications, his 

character, or even his potential. In calling Simon Peter, Jesus is saying that every 

person has the ability to share the good news of God’s kingdom.  

After Jesus instructs Simon Peter, and the others, to cast their nets one more 

time, they are amazed at the large catch of fish. Whether you take this story 

literally, or symbolically, it reveals that Jesus represents God doing something new 

in the world. It also reveals that God is about to do something new in Simon 

Peter’s life.  

Simon Peter responds to this miraculous event by saying that he is unworthy 

to even be in the presence of Jesus. I love the fact that rather than speak words of 
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condemnation, Jesus invites Simon Peter to join him in doing the work of God’s 

kingdom, saying, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 

This part of the story confirms that every person is worthy of this ministry. It 

doesn’t matter what struggles someone has gone through in the past. It doesn’t 

matter if a person has made mistakes. It doesn’t matter if they have fears or doubts. 

God sees every person of being worthy to share in this ministry.  

I love that Simon Peter doesn’t receive this call to serve in a holy place, but 

rather in the midst of his daily work. Jesus plays off Peter’s occupation of fishing 

by telling him that he will now be fishing for people. This doesn’t mean trapping 

people in a net and forcing them to believe in God. It means helping people, 

through words and actions, come to know that they are the beloved of God, and 

that they too have a role to play in the kingdom of God.   

I love the trust that Simon Peter demonstrates when he chooses to leave his 

fishing business behind and follow Jesus. He has faith that what he is being called 

to do is of God, and therefore he is willing to risk his own security in order to 

follow.  

 Simon Peter was the first of many people that Jesus called to join him in his 

ministry of sharing the good news of God’s kingdom. These individuals came from 

a variety of backgrounds, represented a number of different professions, and 

included both men and women. Each had a personal history filled with failures and 

successes. Each had a unique personality. Each came with a set of gifts and talents. 

 How beautiful it is that 2000 years later this continues to be true. The 

Church, which is composed of people following in the way of Jesus, is a 

wonderfully diverse mix of individuals. We come from a variety of backgrounds. 

We are different ages and find ourselves at different places along the spectrum of 

human sexuality. We have different personality types. We all have our list of 

mistakes and successes.   

Rather than condemn us for our past mistake, God affirms us and invites us 

to share the good news of God’s love for the world. In the same way that Jesus told 

Simon Peter to not be afraid, we are encouraged to not be afraid to claim our 

worth, and our ability to do great things for the kingdom.  

Like Simon Peter, most of us do not receive this call in some holy place, but 

in our everyday life. On a daily basis God invites us to help others know that they 

are the beloved of God. These individuals may be a co-worker, another student, a 

family member, or someone who is in need of assistance. We use our individual 
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gifts and talents to carry out this important work. Like Simon Peter, we do this 

work, trusting that God is with us.  

 Whether you are an official member of this church or not I am grateful for 

your presence in this church. When we come together as a team we are able to do 

so much more. I celebrate each one of you and the unique gifts that you bring to 

this ministry. I encourage you to continue exploring how you can use your gifts 

and abilities to help others know that they are the beloved of God. Don’t be afraid 

to share your thoughts about new ways in which we, as a church, can minister to 

others. One of the many great things about having new people come to the church 

is that they often have fresh ideas. It is up to those of us who have been around for 

a while to remain open to new visions.  

 We carry out this ministry together, remembering an ordinary fisherman 

who took a great risk in leaving his profession behind and following Jesus.  Simon 

Peter went on to do amazing things for God’s kingdom and helped countless 

individuals know they are the beloved of God. I have every confidence that we will 

continue to do the same. We give God our thanks for this shared ministry. Amen. 
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