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Sermon for February 24, 2019 

“Love your enemies” 

Luke 6:27-38 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

Last week USA Today published an article about a Coast Guard officer who 

had been planning a terror attack. The article states, 

“A U.S. Coast Guard lieutenant and self-described white nationalist planned 

a domestic terrorist attack targeting politicians and journalists, federal prosecutors 

say in court papers. 

Christopher Paul Hasson was arrested last week on gun and drug 

charges, but intended "to murder innocent civilians on a scale rarely seen in this 

country," according to court documents filed Tuesday in the U.S. District Court in 

Maryland. 

Hasson has been stockpiling weapons since 2017, the government said, and 

created a list of targets. Allegedly expressing extremist views for years, Hasson 

viewed pro-Russian, neo-fascist, and neo-Nazi literature thousands of times 

between January 2017 and 2019. He once wrote, "I am dreaming of a way to kill 

almost every last person on the earth" in an email draft, court documents said.” 

(Coast Guard officer planned terror attack to ‘kill almost every last person,’ feds say, Kristin Lam, USA 

Today, February 20, 2019) 

 I came across this article as I was reflecting on Jesus’ words, “But I say to 

you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.” If everything that is written about 

Christopher Paul Hasson (Has-sawn) is true, his life offers a sobering contrast to 

what Jesus is saying. Rather than seeking to find ways to love his perceived 

enemies, Mr. Hasson has been plotting to kill them. 

 The people Jesus instructs to love their enemies are no strangers to violence. 

For many years they have been living under the Roman Empire, which used 

violence as a means of controlling people. On any given day, a Roman soldier 

could strike you, or demand that you turn over your property. In addition to the 

threats offered by the Romans, followers of Jesus were persecuted by certain 

religious leaders.  
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 Jesus teaches his followers to not return hate with hate or violence with 

violence. They are called to live according to the values of God’s kingdom which 

include love, peace, generosity, and mercy. 

In telling his followers to love their enemies Jesus is not saying that they 

must agree with their enemy’s beliefs or actions. Love means showing them a 

better way, which in turn, helps to build the kingdom of God. This way of living is 

in direct contrast to individuals such as Christopher Paul Hasson (Has-sawn) 

whose fears and anger were leading him towards violence and murder. 

While it is easy to condemn the extreme actions of people who want to kill 

others, it is much more difficult to examine our lives and reflect on the ways in 

which our fears and our anger cause us to wish ill upon others. 

It is clear that we live in a very contentious time in our nation’s history.  

Tensions exist between people with different political beliefs, as well as religious 

understandings. Such animosity is found not only between political parties, but 

within families and circles of friends. Sometimes our differences can lead us to see 

other people as enemies.  

While we might not consider doing physical harm to another person, we may 

wish them ill in our minds. As a result, we find ourselves withdrawing from people 

who we disagree with. Or, we begin to treat people in a passive aggressive way. 

Our feelings and action can lead to the dissolution of relationships. 

 In article titled, “Live like a Giraffe,” the Reverend Sarah Williamson 

reflects on how Jesus’ teachings are about building and maintaining relationships. 

She begins by offering a quote from Marshall Rosenberg, the founder of the 

Nonviolent Communication movement: 

“Peace requires something far more difficult than revenge or merely turning the 

other cheek; it requires empathizing with the fears and unmet needs that provide 

the impetus for people to attack each other.”  

(Marshall B. Rosenberg, Speak Peace in a World of Conflict) 

Sarah Williamson goes on to say, “Mother Teresa wasn’t wrong when she 

said, “if we have no peace it is because we have forgotten we belong to one 

another.” This statement from Mother Teresa gets to the heart of what Jesus is 

teaching. We all belong to each other. If we only love those who love us, we are 

forgetting our responsibility to the rest of humanity.”             
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  Sarah Williams then shares, “I am reminded of a story of an Indigenous 

tribe who, rather than isolating one who has wronged the community, surrounds 

them for days on end, telling them all the things they love about them, reminding 

them who they really are, and restoring their place in the group. Have humans 

forgotten how much we need each other, and how we are all deeply the same? 

From the smallest of interpersonal frustrations to larger situations of war where it 

is hard to grasp how one human can treat another in such a way, we all forget that, 

indeed, we are all striving to meet internal needs that all of humanity share, and 

that are precious.”  

“…To be people of compassion and peace is a challenging road, and in no 

way is it for the faint-hearted. The call to love those who hurt us is not necessarily 

an instruction to take whatever is dished out. We can have boundaries, and still set 

them in love… We can support another as they try to find a way to express their 

pain, without accepting abuse. The underlying key to it all is indeed love, 

compassion, and understanding. It is the call to look upon another’s pain as just 

that: pain. This particular path takes an incredible commitment to stripping away 

notions of judgment, of right and wrong, of he should/she shouldn’t… It is a call to 

a deeper understanding of how humans act when they are hurting, and to meet it 

with compassion and love.” 

(Rev. Sarah Williamson, Live Like a Giraffe, Season of the Spirit Fusion, February 24, 2019) 

 It is my hope that there are people who will help Christopher Paul Hasson 

get in touch with his inner pain so that he can view the world in a more positive 

way. Rather than wishing to harm people who he disagrees with, he may learn to 

have compassion for them. 

 None of us are responsible for Christopher Paul’s Hasson’s journey, and yet 

each one of us is responsible for many other relationships. We can choose to hate 

those who we disagree with, or we can take the time to learn more about why they 

think they way they do. We can discover what pain they are feeling, and what fears 

they might harbor. In turn we can share our pain and our fears. Together, we can 

work to build bridges of understanding and peace.  

 I chose as today’s bulletin cover a photograph of the banner that is at the 

entrance to the church parking lot. This banner was put on display by members of 

this church’s Social Concerns Committee. The left side of the banner reflects the 

teachings of Jesus: Love your neighbor- no exception. The right side of the banner 

offers examples of people we may have difficult loving. This list includes people 

who don’t look like you, think like you, love like you, speak like you, pray like 

you, or vote like you.  
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 I encourage all of us to reflect on this list in the coming weeks and think of 

ways in which we can extend love to others, and help to create greater unity and 

peace in our world.  

If, by chance, you were curious about why Sarah Williamson titled her 

article, “Live like a Giraffe,” allow me to explain. Sarah Williamson is involved in 

the Nonviolent Communication movement. Those involved in this movement 

challenge one another to live like a giraffe, by which they mean: “big-hearted and 

standing tall enough to look out over the chaos with big hearts, rather than getting 

embroiled in it.” Perhaps you would like to be a giraffe as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


