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Sermon for Jan 14, 2018  
Called to do more than…  
1 Samuel 3:1-10  
The Reverend Roger Pancost 

 

It has been reported that the sons of a prominent religious leader have been              
skimming off a large portion of the donations given by the faithful. It has also been                
reported that these same individuals have sexually attacked a number of women            
who were enlisted to serve that religious organization. Witnesses say that the            
leader of the organization has done nothing to stop these crimes. It is believed that               
he avoids confrontation because he is attempting to preserve the family dynasty.  

Did I hear this report given on the evening news? Did I read it on a tabloid in                  
the check-out line at the grocery store? Did it come across the news feed on my                
cell phone? 

No! This report comes directly from the biblical book of First Samuel. This              
story takes place at a time in history when the Hebrew people were governed by               
judges and priests. The authority of the priesthood was passed on from one             
generation to the next. 

For some time, the priest, Eli, and his family, have been in power.             
Unfortunately, Eli’s sons have used their religious authority to obtain material gain            
unlawfully. They are also guilty of sexually assaulting the women who have been             
enlisted to serve at the temple. Although Eli has not committed these crimes             
himself, he is guilty of allowing them to be committed under his leadership. 

The prophetic message that Samuel is instructed to deliver is a word of             
judgment against the house of Eli. God says to Samuel, “See, I am about to do                
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On                
that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from                
beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever,                 
for the inequity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did               
not restrain them.” (1 Samuel 3:12-13) 

Samuel, who has been working as a servant to Eli, is now commissioned to              
speak God’s judgment against Eli’s household.  
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Although this biblical story is thousands of years old, it could very well be              
found in a current news magazine. There continue to be people who use their              
authority to take advantage of other people financially and physically. The recent            
rise of the “#metoo” and the “Times Up” movements reveal the fact that countless              
women, and men, have been assaulted by individuals who have power over them.             
This crime is not isolated within the entertainment industry but can also be found              
in corporate America, as well as religious and educational institutions. Like Eli,            
many people who have been aware of these crimes have chosen to look the other               
way.  

Samuel is called by God to remind the house of Eli, and all others in the                
community, that such behavior is never acceptable. Taking advantage of another           
person, in any form, goes against the principles of God. 

Although Samuel was called to speak to a specific injustice, his life is a              
reminder that all people of faith are called to speak out against injustices. When              
Jesus called disciples to follow him he wasn’t just inviting them to watch his              
actions, and listen to his words, he was calling them into action. The disciples were               
to demonstrate the love of God, which includes working for God’s justice in the              
world.  

When I was preparing today’s liturgy I found a website that shares a number              
of prayers once offered by the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I chose to use                
one of these prayers for our Unison Prayer because it reminds us of our calling as                
disciples. Dr. King prayed, saying,  

“We thank you for your church, founded upon your Word, that challenges us             
to do more than sing and pray, but go out and work as though the very answer to                  
our prayers depended on us and not upon you.” 

Like the boy, Samuel, we, the disciples of the 21st century, are called to be               
the voice of God in the world. There are times when we are called to offer a word                  
of hope to those who are hurting, or assurance to those who are afraid. But, there                
are other times when we are called to speak out against the injustices of the world.  

As in the time of Samuel, there are those in our world today who use their                
authority to take advantage of other people. There are people who use religion as a               
means to acquire wealth through manipulation. In addition, there are people who            
demean others because of their nationality, the color of their skin, their sexual             
orientation or their gender. 
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Jim Wallis, who is a nationally known preacher and social activist, shares            
these thoughts about what it means for the church to respond to injustices in the               
world. Mr. Wallis writes, 

“To change and correct injustice, we must confront the systems and logic of             
the world. British abolitionist William Wilberforce, for example, didn’t just call for            
English Christians not to possess slaves; he wanted to end the slave trade, and that               
required a long political campaign. Martin Luther King Jr. wasn’t content to just             
ask American Christians not to personally practice discrimination against black          
people; he understood that the nation needed a civil rights law and a voting rights               
act to stop racial discrimination and fulfill real democracy for African Americans.            
That required leadership from the White House and votes in Congress. But mostly             
it took a civil rights movement 

That is what the Bible teaches us. The Scriptures reveal a God of justice, not               
merely a God of charity. Words such as “oppression: and “justice” fill the             
Bible….when those who are in charge mistreat the poor and vulnerable, say the             
Scriptures, it is not just unkind but also wrong and unjust, and it makes God               
angry.” (On God’s Side, by Jim Wallis, pages 251-252) 

Not all of us are called to be a prophet in the likes of Dr. Martin Luther                 
King, Jr. and yet each one of us can help to make the world a more just place. 

We can share our understandings of compassion and justice with our elected            
officials and encourage them to change laws and systems that oppress people.  

We can offer support to those who have been victimized by others.  

We can speak out against words of hate heard in our places of our work, our                
schools, and other settings.  

We can continue to be a church where all people are welcome, and where it               
is safe to share your story. 

We can support the OWL program which helps children and teens make            
informed and responsible decisions about their sexual health and behavior. 

We can explore our own prejudices and humbly strive to make changes in             
our attitudes and behaviors.  

As we do these things we may at times feel discouraged or afraid. It is               
therefore good to remember the story of a young boy named Samuel. With great              
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courage Samuel spoke out against the unjust actions of some of the most powerful              
people in his society. He did so believing that he was speaking on behalf of God’s                
love and justice. 

And so, in the words of Dr. King, 

“We thank you for your church, founded upon your Word, that challenges us             
to do more than sing and pray, but go out and work as though the very answer to                  
our prayers depended on us and not upon you.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 


