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Sermon for January 20, 2018 

The Voice is Still Heard 

Isaiah 62:1-5 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not               
rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning               
torch.” (Isaiah 62:1) 

These prophetic words were spoken approximately 2500 years ago to a           
group of people who had lost hope. The people Israel had been taken into exile by                
the powerful nation of Babylon and for decades have lived under the brutal control              
of that nation. The prophet proclaims that God has not forgotten the people and              
that justice will be achieved. Such justice involves liberation of the oppressed, the             
poor, and all those who have been marginalized by systems that exploit.  

For the past 2500 years these prophetic words have been spoken by different             
prophets to people struggling to maintain hope. Tomorrow our nation will again            
honor one of these prophets from the twentieth century. The Reverend Dr. Martin             
Luther King, Jr., having experienced first-hand the injustice in his own nation,            
called people into action, and spoke of a time in which justice would become a               
reality. Like the prophet who spoke to the people living in exile, Martin Luther              
King, Jr. could not remain silent.  

At the 1963 March in Washington, D.C. Reverend King proclaimed, “Now           
is the time to make justice a reality for all of God’s children. It would be fatal for                  
the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment.” Later in that speech, Reverend              
King offered a hope-filled vision of justice, saying,  

“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they                  
are not judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. I have                  
a dream…I have a dream that one day in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its                
governor having his lips dripping with the word of interposition and nullification,            
one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join                 
hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.” (National             
Archives) 
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It was Martin Luther King, Junior’s faith in God that kept him from             
remaining silent. It was also his faith in God that kept him from losing hope.  

 

Although Martin Luther King was assassinated in 1968, his call for racial            
justice has not been silenced. One of the voices calling for justice today is that of                
the Reverend Traci Blackmon. After serving humanity as a nurse for a number of              
years, Reverend Blackmon received her Master of Divinity Degree from Eden           
Theological Seminary and was ordained in the United Church of Christ in 2009.  

Reverend Blackmon is the senior pastor of Christ the King United Church of             
Christ in Florissant, Missouri. Florissant happens to be three miles from the city of              
Fergusson, Missouri. On the night in which Michael Brown was killed Reverend            
Blackmon was urged to come to the aid of the Fergusson community. She spent the               
night with Brown’s family and then went on to become one of the most powerful               
faith voices in the movement that followed. She is recognized nationally, and            
internationally, for her work in matters of justice and has had audiences from the              
Obama White House, the Carter Center and the Vatican. 

In addition to serving the church in Florissant, Missouri, the Reverend Traci            
Blackmon also serves as the Executive Minister of Justice and Local Church            
Ministries for the United Church of Christ. In 2017 Reverend Blackmon, along            
with hundreds of other faith leaders, went to Charlottesville, Virginia to offer an             
alternative message to the hate-filled rhetoric of white nationalists. In the tradition            
of the prophets who had gone before her, Reverend Blackmon proclaimed, “We            
must react to these violently demonstrable assaults on the moral fiber of our             
nation.” 

In Charlottesville Reverend Blackmon, and others, were confronted by a          
chanting, torch-wielding crowd as they tried to leave a crowded worship service.            
When asked by a reporter about that moment, Reverend Blackmon said that she             
“recognized this moment, not as an escalation of white supremacy in this nation,             
but rather as a death rattle. And I know that the dying breaths of white supremacy                
will be long and arduous and violent. I know that there will be casualties on all                
sides. We are witnessing the last fledgling breaths of a false racial construct whose              
time has come to an end, and although the death will be long and tortuous for                
everyone, death will ultimately come.” 

Also in 2017 Reverend Blackmon was among a group of clergy who were             
arrested in Washington, D.C. for denouncing health care reform that would deny            
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coverage to 22 million people. At that protest Reverend Blackmon quoted the            
prophet Isaiah, saying, “How awful it will be for those who mandate wickedness             
and legalize oppression, denying justice to the needy, taking away the rights of the              
poor.” 

When asked in an interview at Yale Divinity School when she first            
connected justice work to the gospel, Reverend Blackmon responded, “I’ve never           
known the gospel outside of justice work.” She went on to say, “I’m a black               
woman from Birmingham, Alabama, born in the 1960s. I integrated two schools.            
One of my pet peeves is when people describe me or others I work with as being                 
left, or progressive, or liberal. I don’t preach a progressive gospel. I preach the              
gospel. The gospel is a social gospel, a liberating gospel. We will not be defined by                
other people’s labels. We are disciples of Jesus Christ.”  

(Yale Divinity School, Justice work and the gospel: A conversation with Traci Blackmon,             
January 29, 2018) 

It is Reverend Blackmon’s faith in God that keeps her from remaining silent.             
It is also her faith in God that keeps her from losing hope.  

One of Martin Luther King, Junior’s greatest frustrations was the silence of            
other people of faith. In his “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” he wrote, “We will              
have to repent in this generation not merely for the hateful words and actions of the                
bad people but for the appalling silence of the good people.” At another time Dr.               
King said, “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about the things that                
matter.” 

There are many people in our world today who are refusing to remain silent.              
They are speaking out against the injustices they are experiencing…and witnessing           
in the lives of others. Not every one of us will have the voice of a great prophet,                  
and yet each one of us has something to say. We begin by asking, “What injustices                
in the world are weighing heavy on my heart this day?” 

In what ways might I speak out against such injustices? Will I write letters              
encouraging changes in legislation? Will I volunteer time to support those who are             
being treated unfairly? Will I speak my own truth as a means of giving other               
people permission to speak theirs? Will I write a poem or engage in some other               
form of art that brings greater awareness? 

One of the powerful things about prophets is they not only condemn the             
injustices they see, they offer a vision of hope regarding how things can, and will               
be better. The prophet Isaiah spoke of a time in which the lives of the people would                 
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be restored. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke of a time when all children would come               
together as sisters and brothers. Traci Blackmon speaks of a time when the false              
racial construct of our nation will die off. What word of hope might we offer the                
world this day? 

  

 


