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Sermon for January 6, 2019 

Let the Light Shine 

Isaiah 60:1-6 and Matthew 2:1-12 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

 

I begin this sermon with a warning: Be aware that if you linger in the 

sanctuary following this service of worship you may be injured. For you see, as 

soon as the last chord of the postlude has concluded, people with tall ladders and 

large boxes will make their way down the center aisle. With great speed and 

efficiency, they will take down all of the Christmas decorations in the sanctuary. 

The Chrismons will come down off the tree, as well as the swags lining the 

window sills. Eventually the large tree will be folded in on itself and stowed away 

for another eleven months. Also be aware that when you are walking down the hall 

you may be bumped by someone taking down wreaths. And that while you are 

enjoying a time of fellowship you may have someone reach over your shoulder and 

snatch away the Nativity Set from the center of the table. With the dismantling of 

these decorations we can be certain that Christmas is officially over! 

While Epiphany is recognized as the official end of Christmas, it is good to 

remember that we should never pack away the Spirit of Christmas. Even after we 

have taken down all of the electric lights of the Christmas season, we need to keep 

the light of Christmas shining in the midst of the world’s darkness.  

 The people to whom the Prophet Isaiah spoke were no strangers to world’s 

darkness. Having been attacked by the Babylonian army, their cities and towns 

were left in ruin. Some of the people were taken into exile, while others struggled 

to survive in their ravaged homeland. Sorrow, fear, and confusion filled the air.  

Like the people of Isaiah’s time, we are familiar with such darkness. The 

darkness settles in as we are told about tensions between nations and elected 

officials…the threat of Global Warming…the destruction caused by natural 

disasters…violence in our streets…people living in refugee camps and children 

dying of malnutrition and disease. We feel the darkness surrounding our family 

members and friends as they are faced with a variety of concerns. It is not difficult 

to relate to the darkness that Isaiah speaks of. 

 The good news is that Isaiah’s message isn’t about darkness, it is about 

light! Isaiah proclaims, “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the 

Lord has risen upon you.” Isaiah is telling the people that they are not 
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alone…God’s light is present. And because God’s light shines, there is hope. This 

is the same good news of Epiphany. God’s light shines through the birth and life of 

Jesus and it continues to shine through us today. 

We keep the light of Christmas shining when we choose to treat others with 

kindness and respect. Even though we live in a contentious time, when many 

people feel anger and misunderstanding, we can offer an alternative way of 

relating. Rather than returning hate with hate, we can work to create greater peace.   

We keep the light of Christmas shining when we are generous with our time, 

our abilities and our resources. Through our sharing we help to bring healing and 

hope to other people.  

We keep the light of Christmas shining when we follow the example of the 

Magi who bravely chose not to give in to Herod’s demands. Rather than returning 

to Herod and informing him where the child was, they went home by another way. 

The Magi did not bow down to an unjust king. There are times in which others 

attempt to coerce us into doing things that go against our values, or things that will 

hurt others. With courage and conviction, we can choose to take a different path.  

We keep the light of Christmas shining when we express our joy. It is so 

easy to get caught up in all that is negative that we forget that our faith calls us to 

be joyful.  

           Pastor Edward Markquart shares a story that illustrates this point: There was 

older man who was sitting in his house one day in January when he thought that he 

heard the voice of a young boy singing. The man then heard a knock on his door 

and slowly got up to open it. Much to his surprise, he found the boy singing with 

gusto the words of the Christmas Carol, “Hark The Herald Angels Sing.” 

 The man was not amused and gruffly said to the boy, “Don’t you know that 

Christmas was four weeks ago? Today is January 25th! Christmas has been over for 

a month!” Undeterred, the boy replied, “Yes, but I was sick at Christmas and 

wasn’t able to go Christmas caroling, and so here I am.” With that, the boy began 

to sing joyfully, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” The man grumbled and 

slammed the door.  

            Like the young boy who heartily sang Christmas carols, we can be 

undeterred in sharing our joy. I am not suggesting that you put on your Victorian 

garb and go caroling at the homes of your neighbors. I am suggesting that we 

remember that joy is not the same thing as happiness. Joy comes from trusting in 

the power of God’s love to continue transforming the world.   
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Isaiah encouraged the people to look around and see signs of God’s love 

breaking forth. We are encouraged to do the same. Despite all that is negative in 

the world, there is so much that is good. That takes me to the ultimate way in 

which we keep the light of Christmas shining. Every time that we reach out in love 

to another person, we are keeping the light shining.  

 For the record, I am not really concerned about your safety following this 

service of worship. The people who will be taking down the decorations will be 

very careful not to cause any harm. What I am concerned about is all of us packing 

away the Spirit of Christmas and forgetting to let the light of God’s light shine in 

our lives.  

 

 


