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Sermon January 21, 2018 

Where the people are 

Mark 1:14-20 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

If you visited the Midland Farmers Market this past year you saw an array of               
food trucks in the adjacent parking lot. These trucks, offering a variety of foods,              
served hungering customers. Like other communities throughout the country, the          
number of food trucks has grown in our area.  

Some people theorize that the rise in the number of food trucks began in              
2008 when the country was experiencing a recession. Mobile trucks provide a            
cheaper option for those wishing to start a restaurant business. In addition, the             
owners of the trucks are able to drive them to locations where a lot of people                
gather. Trucks can be found near office buildings, as well as at outdoor concerts,              
where there is an abundance of customers. 

This morning I offer food trucks as an analogy for discipleship. That is, I am               
going to compare food truck to being a disciple. Allow me to explain: According to               
Mark, the first people Jesus calls to be disciples are Simon, Andrew, James and              
John. Knowing that these individuals are fisherman, Jesus invites them to be            
disciples using an analogy. Jesus says, “Follow me and I will make you fish for               
people.”  

Rather than spending their days catching fish, these individuals are being           
called to help bring people into the kingdom of God. That is, they will assist Jesus                
in sharing the good news of God’s love with others.  

In order to do this important work the disciples have to leave their fishing              
business and follow Jesus to where people are located. The mission of the disciples              
would have never succeeded if they had not been willing to go out into the world.                
This is how the Good News spread. 

This leads me to my first comparison between food trucks and disciples: In             
order to be successful, disciples, (like food trucks,) have to go to where the people               
are. Even though we obtain great benefit from coming together on Sunday            
mornings, the real work of the church involves going out and sharing our faith with               
others. We can’t sit here waiting for people to find us…we have to go to them! 
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My second comparison between food trucks and disciples has to do with the             
main purpose of food trucks…they feed people. The success of a food truck has to               
do with the quality of the food that it serves. 

As disciples we are called to feed people. Sharing the good news of God’s              
love doesn’t just happen through our words, it also happens through our actions. It              
has often been said that the greatest sermons are the ones that are not spoken.               
Feeding people isn’t about hitting them over the head with religious talk, it is about               
offering them hope. It is about sharing our faith in a way that helps people connect                
with the life-giving power of God.  

My third comparison between food trucks and disciples has to do with the             
unique nature of each truck. Each food truck offers something special in terms of              
the food that they offer. In like manner, each disciple that Jesus called was unique               
in his or her talents and abilities. They used these talents to do the work of God’s                 
kingdom. 

The same is true for all of us. Each one of us has a set of talents and abilities                   
that we can use to do the work of God’s kingdom. For example, there are some                
among us who have carpentry skills. These individuals are able to share the love of               
God by fixing a neighbor’s porch, helping to build a house for Habitat for              
Humanity or doing repairs to homes during the One Week One Street project. 

Other people are good at sewing. They can piece together quilts for those             
who are cold, or create fabric art that inspires. These are just two examples of the                
ways in which we can use our skills, our knowledge, and our creativity to help               
other people learn about the love of God. 

One of the beautiful things about sharing the love of God is that it can be                
done by individuals in every age group. Take for example the 10-year-old disciple,             
Maya Jordan, who is a member of Hillsborough United Church of Christ in North              
Carolina. This past year Maya asked Santa to bring her blankets and socks for              
people at the local shelter instead of gifts for herself. She said, "I don't really need                
anything more. I just have 'wants' — I have everything I need. What I want is for                
other people to have everything they need." Maya then shared those gifts with             
individuals at the local shelter.  

Maya started sharing what she could with others when she was in the second              
grade. As she was about to turn 7, she decided she didn't want presents for her                
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birthday. Instead she asked her young friends to bring coats and gloves to her              
party. 

Maya's friends and church folks came through for her on her seventh            
birthday, giving her 71 coats along with gloves, hats, scarves and some            
non-perishable food items. On Maya’s birthday, which is January 12, she and her             
mother participated in the Martin Luther King Walk in Hillsborough and then went             
to the shelter to distribute Maya’s Christmas gifts to people she calls friends. They              
delivered 35 blankets, 24 pairs of below-freezing winter socks, and 24 tubes of foot              
cream.  

Maya’s mother states, “Jesus told us to wash one another’s feet. Maya has             
done that and so much more. She has helped warm those feet and helped to provide                
soothing ointment for the feet as well as warmth and love for the whole body and                
soul of each recipient.”(based on a UCC News article by Connie Larkman, January 8, 2018) 

Maya offers a beautiful example of food-truck discipleship. In her own           
unique way she journeyed out from the church building in order to minister to a               
group of people hungering to experience God’s love.  

Maya’s story was shared on the United Church of Christ’s Three Great            
Loves website. Three Great Loves is a denomination-wide initiative that began last            
year. A component of this two-year initiative is collecting, and uplifting, stories            
about individuals and local churches sharing the love of God with neighbors, with             
children and with the creation.  

The Three Great Website states that they want to hear about knitting clubs,             
food pantries, community meals, protests, letter writing campaigns and anything          
else that individuals and churches are doing to create a more just world. The hope               
is that this initiative will remind us that we are partners united in a common               
purpose, vision and mission. 

I know that every person gathered in this sanctuary is already sharing the             
love of God in a variety of ways. You use your unique talents and abilities to feed                 
people. Having said that, I know that there are always additional ways that we are               
called to be disciples. Where might God be calling you to take a message of hope                
to others? What talents do you possess that can be used in creative ways? How               
might you lead this church into a new venture of feeding people? 
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Before I finish this sermon I want to make one more connection to food              
trucks. The owners give these truck creative names that describe the food that is              
offered. If you were to name your unique disciple food truck what would it be? I                
would love to hear your answers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


