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Sermon for July 30, 2017 

Being in Alignment 

1Kings 3:5-12 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

 

A couple of weeks ago I had the pleasure of being on vacation with a small                
group of family members and friends. One day, as we were sitting at a table               
together, individuals began thinking up questions for discussion. At one point my            
six-year-old son offered a question that has been asked countless times: “If you             
could have any wish come true…what would you wish for?” 

Chances are you have been asked this same question at some point in your              
life. I believe the first time I was asked this question was when I was my son’s age.                  
I remember being on the playground with my friends reflecting on what we would              
wish for if we found a genie in a bottle. As children, we were delighted to think                 
about wishing for rooms full of candy, new bicycles and color TV’s. Regardless of              
whether you are a child, or an adult, it is fun thinking about receiving whatever               
your heart desires.  

In this morning’s reading from First Kings, we heard the story of an             
individual who is asked this same question. Solomon has just become the young             
king of the People Israel when God appears to him in a dream and says, “Ask what                 
I should give you.” This is a better offer than having a genie in a bottle give you                  
three wishes. This is God offering to give Solomon whatever he requests! 

Unlike a six-year-old who might answer God by saying, “I would like a             
room full of toys” Solomon says “Give your servant therefore an understanding            
mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can               
govern this your great people?” 

According to the story God is pleased that Solomon has not asked for long              
life, riches, or the death of his enemies, but rather understanding to discern what is               
right. God responds to Solomon’s wish, saying, “Indeed I give you a wise and              
discerning mind.” Having a wise and discerning mind means ruling the people in             
alignment with the ways of God. Although Solomon is young, he knows the ways              
of God through the teachings of his faith.  
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Solomon knows that God calls people to care for the poor and the             
disenfranchised. Throughout the biblical teachings there are countless commands         
to care for the widows and orphans. These were the most vulnerable people in              
society. A wise king is one who makes sure that all people in his kingdom are                
cared for. This includes sharing your resources so that others might live.  

The prophet Micah eloquently summarizes how to be in alignment with           
God, saying that you are to act justly, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.               
Justice is something that people do. It is not enough to wish for justice or to                
complain because it is lacking. It is a call to work for fairness and equality for all,                 
particularly the weak and the powerless. It also involves welcoming the stranger            
and caring for the sojourner. 

Kindness has to do with love, loyalty and faithfulness. This involves treating            
people with dignity and respect. It also means not taking advantage of, or abusing,              
another person. 

Walking humbly with God means recognizing your need for God’s love. It            
involves seeking God’s forgiveness when you make mistakes. And, it means           
trusting that because God is with you, there is hope for the future.  

Although Solomon’s intent may have been good the day that he asked God             
for an understanding mind and the ability to discern good and evil, his life did not                
end up reflecting that wisdom. During his reign as king, Solomon took revenge             
against people he believed had done wrong to his father David, he established a              
system of forced labor gangs, ruthlessly suppressed all revolts and made his            
kingdom a world power. To finance his great building campaign Solomon taxed            
his subjects so oppressively that the nation simmered with revolt. One biblical            
commentator describes Solomon as a “shrewd, overbearing, worldly,        
comfort-loving dictator.” (p. 333 Everyone in the Bible) 

As Solomon’s life reveals, even those who start out with the best intentions,             
can find themselves out of alignment with God ways. Sometimes we are not even              
aware that our lives are out of alignment. I recently had a four-way alignment done               
on the vehicle that I drive. The first time I drove the vehicle after the alignment I                 
felt as though I was driving a new car. I had not been aware of just how rough the                   
car had been driving and how all of the wheels were pulling against each other. 

When we are out of spiritual alignment we humans can find ourselves being             
pulled in numerous directions. We might be pulled by greed, a desire for power,              
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fear, a sense of inferiority, or a host of other things. It is good, from time to time, to                   
stop and reflect on how we are doing in terms of being in alignment with God. 

In making this assessment we can use the same biblical principles that            
Solomon would have been familiar with: We begin by asking: How am I doing in               
terms of my care and concern for the disenfranchised in my community and in the               
greater world? Am I being generous in sharing my resources of time, talent, and              
finances, to ensure that others have access to the things they need to live? 

Am I acting justly? Do I treat my family members, co-workers, and friends             
in ways that are fair? What am I doing to create greater justice in the world? Am I                  
helping others to achieve equality?  

How do I demonstrate a love of kindness? Do I speak to people with words               
of encouragement and support? Am I loyal and faithful to those who depend on              
me? Am I patient with others?  

Do I walk humbly, recognizing my need for God? Do I prayerful seek God’s              
guidance and direction? Do I trust that God’s grace is always with me? Am I a                
person of hope? 

Like Solomon, we get out of alignment. The good news is that we don’t              
have to stay out of alignment. We can’t go to an auto shop to get repaired, but we                  
can acknowledge where we have gone out of alignment, trust that God forgives us,              
and then strive to live more faithfully. 

And so I invite you to reflect on the question shared at table with my family                
members and friends: What would you ask for if you if you could have one wish                
come true? Would you ask for power over others? Would you ask for untold              
riches? Would you ask for fame? Or, would you ask for the wisdom to align your                
life with the ways of God? 

 


