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Sermon for July 7, 2019  

Luke 10:1-11 

Called 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

 

 A young farmer is standing in his field when he notices a strange cloud 

formation. The clouds form the letters “G.P.C.” The famer sees this as a sign from 

above and concludes that the letters stand for “Go preach Christ!” 

 He then rushes to tell the deacons of his church that he has been called to 

preach. Respectful of his sincerity and enthusiasm, the Deacons invite him to fill 

the pulpit the coming Sunday. 

That Sunday, the sermon is long, tedious, and virtually incoherent. When it 

finally ends, the people in the church sit in stunned silence. After a moment, a 

wizened deacon mutters to the would-be preacher, "Seems to me the clouds were 

saying 'Go plant corn.” 

 As the young farmer discovers, discerning one’s call is not always an easy 

thing to do. Take for example this true story shared by Albert Swingle:  

 “It was physics that first diverted us toward our calling. I was a sophomore 

in college, taking my first physics course. Jack was the lab assistant who was 

overseeing our laboratory. 

We became friends, perhaps because we were both struggling to sort out our 

future plans. We each believed that our Christian vocation would be shaped by the 

will and purpose of God, although it was not at all clear to either of us how this 

lofty and pious goal could be attained. As the school year progressed, it was 

becoming clear to me that physics and calculus were not the classes upon which 

my future would be based. 

I was surprised to learn that Jack was a full-time seminary student. He had 

majored in physics in college and had considered going straight into graduate 

school. However, he’d felt that God was calling him to be a pastor and had entered 

theological studies. He’d taken the job in the physics lab to cover some of his 

living expenses. 
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As the year progressed, Jack and I each became aware of a new vision. For 

me, it was theological studies and a call to pastoral ministry. For Jack, it was a 

return to his first love, physics. Neither of those visions burst upon us in full-blown 

form. But among the test tubes and Bunsen burners, we were able to share our 

hopes and fears, our ambitions and our motivations, in a remarkable dialogue. 

The sharing of our fragmentary longing and vocational aspirations gradually 

morphed into a clear profession path for each of us. By the end of the course, we 

had each made an important shift: I was headed to seminary; Jack was going to 

graduate school in physics. A life of pastoral ministry lay ahead of me; Jack would 

go on to have a significant career as a college professor. 

Although it didn’t seem like it at the time, in retrospect it’s clear: that 

physics lab was a holy place. There God brought us together, nudged us, cajoled 

us, and eventually allowed each of us to respond according to the gifts we’d been 

given.                    (Christian Century, May 8, 2019, Albert Swingle, page 24) 

Albert Swingle’s friend, Jack, like the young farmer in the joke I shared at 

the beginning of this sermon, thought that he was called into ordained ministry. 

Through a process of discernment, he came to the realization that he wasn’t called 

to be an ordained minister, but a physics professor. I am certain that his faith 

influenced how he interacted with his students and colleagues. While not preaching 

to them, he was able to share the love of God in a variety of ways. 

Some people think that being called by God only refers to ordained clergy, 

such as myself. This is not the case. All people are called to carry out the works of 

God’s kingdom. In the United Church of Christ we like to say that no matter who 

you are, or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. This morning I 

would like to take the liberty of adapting this saying to this sermon, saying: no 

matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are called to serve 

God’s kingdom.  

 This point is beautifully illustrated in this morning’s reading from Luke. In 

this story we hear Jesus calling seventy individuals to go out into the surrounding 

communities and teach people about the kingdom of God. Imagine the diversity of 

in this group of seventy people. They come from a variety of occupations. They are 

of various ages and life experiences. Some are introverts and some are extroverts.  

We are told that these seventy individuals are commissioned by Jesus to 

share the peace of God with every household they enter. The peace of God refers 

to wholeness of body, mind and spirit, and a sense of well-being. The seventy are 

also empowered to bring healing to the people they meet. Through the sharing of 
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peace, and these acts of compassion, they will help others to know that the 

kingdom of God has drawn near. They will help others to know that they are loved 

by God.  

 Like the seventy, every one of us is called to share the peace of God and 

every one of us has the ability to help bring healing and wholeness to the lives of 

others. We do this when we treat others with dignity and respect, and when we 

reach out in acts of compassion. When we take the time to listen, and when we 

offer words of encouragement. When we stand in solidarity with others and work 

to make the world a more just place. When we help to meet the emotional and 

physical needs of other people. 

How we fulfill this calling is as unique as each individual and setting. 

Whether you are in a physics lab, a hospital, a business office, a classroom, a 

neighborhood, or an independent living facility, you can share the peace of God 

with others. You can help those around you achieve greater wholeness and find 

healing of mind, body and spirit. You can help them to know that the kingdom of 

God is near and that they are loved. 

As we do this it is good to remember that when Jesus commissioned the 

seventy, he told them to remain vulnerable. They were to take no money or bag, 

and they were to be dependent on the hospitality of others. 

When we reach out to share God’s love with others, we are also vulnerable. 

We never know how our words and our actions will be received. At times people 

will even reject us. If rejected, we are encouraged to move on. There are always 

other people in need of our love and compassion.  

The young farmer in the joke I shared may not have been called to preach, 

but that doesn’t mean that he wasn’t called to serve the kingdom of God. He 

wasn’t good at delivering a sermon, but he was good at helping to bring health and 

wholeness to others by feeding them. And that is an important gift to share. 

What are your gifts? And, how are you being called to share them these 

days? 

 

 


