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Sermon for May 13, 2018 

Dreaming the World We Want 

Isaiah 2:2-4 and John 17:6-19 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

 

One rainy day a mother was trying to keep her children entertained, but             
wasn’t having much success. After several failed attempts at keeping them           
engaged, she came up with an idea. 

The mother opened up a magazine until she found a map of the world. She               
tore the page out and proceeded to cut it up into small pieces. She then jumbled the                 
pieces and placed them in a pile on the floor, like the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. 

The mother then gave his two children the task of putting the map together              
again, thinking that this would keep them busy for a long time. She then left the                
room to make herself a cup of coffee. 

Imagine her amazement, when a few minutes later she came back to find the              
map had been accurately put back together. 

She asked her children, “How did you manage to put it back together again              
so quickly?” 

“Oh, it was easy,” the younger child replied, “You told us it was a map of                
the world. When we first looked at all of the pieces we didn’t know where to begin.                 
It seemed impossible. But then we realized that there was a picture of a person on                
the other side and so we just put the person back together again. When we turned it                 
over, the world had come back together again as well!” 

“Yes,” said the older child, “It’s so easy. If you put the person right, the               
world is okay.”  

(Based on a story found in One Hundred Wisdom Stories, from around the world, editor:               
Margaret Silf, The Pilgrim Press, 2003, Author Unknown) 

By this point in the service of worship you have probably figured out that              
there is an ongoing theme having to do with the world. We began with the poet,                
Langston Hugh’s dream of having everyone share the bounty of the world. During             
Children’s Moments we heard Desmond Tutu speak of a world where people care             
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for one another. We listened to the prophet Isaiah’s vision of a world where swords               
are beaten into plowshares and spears into pruning hook. We overheard Jesus’            
prayer for God to protect the disciples from evil in the world.  

The two children in the story I just shared offer the beautiful insight that in               
order to make the world okay, we need to take care of people. This isn’t about                
putting a jigsaw puzzle together; it is about actively working to make the world a               
better place. 

Environmental educator, Robert Oswald, was reminded of this truth while          
attending an appreciation dinner for volunteers. The speaker at that event           
emphasized that we need to dream the world we want. He believes that if we dream                
it, we know what it will look like, and therefore are better able to make the kinds of                  
changes necessary to make the world a better place.  

Mr. Oswald took this idea to heart and set out to collect one hundred              
“dreams” from students in grades 9 to 12. He was struck by the variety, depth,               
sincerity, empathy and passion of their dreams. A few of those dreams include: 

1. My dream for the world is to have everybody, especially teenagers, care            
about the world. 

2. My dream for the world is for everyone to see the beauty and realize the               
importance of every living creature on Earth. 

3. I envision a world that cares more about people than money. 
4. I have a dream where everyone has respect for others and cares for the Earth               

that sustains us. 
5. My dream is to actually have the government pay attention to us and work              

towards our dreams. 

As our church staff was creating this service of worship we decided that it              
would be powerful to invite others to share their dreams for the world. In doing so,                
we can help each other visual the changes that we desire. We can then reflect on,                
and implement, the actions needed to make those dreams come to fruition.  

I now invite anyone who would like to a dream for the world to come               
forward and use the microphone in the center aisle or the one located on the deck. 

Congregational Sharing 
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I share one final dream from the students polled by Robert Oswald: “My             
dream is for all people to overcome their differences, come together and heal the              
world.” 

 
 

 

 


