
1 
 

Sermon for May 20, 2018  
United in Our Need  
Acts 2:1-21, 41-42 
The Reverend Roger Pancost 

One Sunday a pastor went into the pulpit wearing a pair of new bifocals. The               
reading portion of the glasses improved his vision considerably, but the top portion             
of the glasses didn’t work very well. In fact, the pastor experienced dizziness every              
time he looked through them. 

Part way through the service the pastor explained to the congregation that            
his new glasses were causing problems. He went on to say, “I hope you will excuse                
my continually removing my glasses. You see, when I look down I can see fine,               
but when I look at you, it makes me sick.” (The Joyful Noiseletter, July-August 2018) 

I can assure you that even though I also wear bifocals; looking at you does               
not make me sick. When I look out at this congregation I see a wonderfully diverse                
group of people. People in this church come from a variety of religious             
backgrounds. Some come from Protestant denominations, others from the Catholic          
Church, and some have never had a church affiliation. There are people in this              
church who have always lived in Mid-Michigan, and others who have come from a              
variety of other places. People in this church represent the spectrum of sexual             
orientation and gender. There are people with different political and theological           
beliefs. Every age group is represented; from the youngest infant to those heading             
towards 100-years-old. 

The diversity in this church reflects the diversity of those gathered on            
Pentecost in Jerusalem. People came from a variety of nations. There were men             
and women. There were young people and old people. There were those with a              
great deal of education, and those with very little. It is clear that from the very                
beginning of its existence, the Christian Church has been composed of a            
wonderfully diverse group of individuals.   

Even though we are all different, I believe we come together as the church,              
with some of the same needs. The Reverend Robert Schnase offers a beautiful             
description of what some of these needs are. He writes, 

“People need to know God loves them, that they are of supreme value, and               
that their life has significance. People need to know that they are not alone; that               
when they face life’s difficulties, they are surrounded by a community of grace:             
and that they do not have to figure out entirely for themselves how to cope with                
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family tensions, self-doubts, periods of despair, economic reversal, and the          
temptations that hurt themselves and others. People need to know the peace that             
runs deeper than an absence of conflict, the hope that sustains them even through              
the most painful periods of grief, the sense of belonging that blesses them and              
stretches them and lifts them out of their own preoccupations. People need to learn              
how to offer and accept forgiveness and how to serve and be served. As a school                
for love, the church becomes a congregation where people learn from one another             
how to love. People need to know that life is not having something to live on but                 
something to live for, that life comes not from taking for oneself but by giving of                
oneself. People need a sustaining sense of purpose.” 

(Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, Robert Schnase, Abingdon Press, Nashville, 2007, p.18) 

To those of you who have joined this church today I hope that you have               
found this to be that community for you.  

 I hope that you will continue to find in this church a group of individuals               
who you trust sharing your concerns, your fears, and your joys with. 

I hope that you will continue to find in this church a group of people who                
will not only reach out to care for you, but are open to receiving the gifts that you                  
bring to this fellowship. 

I hope that you will continue to find in this church a group of people to serve                 
the greater world with. If you have a passion regarding an issue of justice I               
encourage you to share that passion with others so that we can support you in your                
work. If you have ideas about how this church might minister to others, don’t              
hesitate to share your ideas with us. We would love to join you. 

For those of us who are welcoming new members this morning I hope that              
we will continue to find ways to integrate these individuals into the full life of this                
church. That we will introduce ourselves to people we do not know and then take               
the time to get to know these individuals. That we will help people find ways to                
share their gifts and talents. 

I hope that we will demonstrate the power of grace as we acknowledge our              
own shortcomings, and forgive the shortcomings of others.  

I hope that we will continue to encourage, and support one another, as we              
love God and neighbor.  
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When I look up from my bifocals I not only see a beautifully diverse group               
of individuals…I see a group of individuals who care for one another…who are             
compassionate about reaching out to those beyond this church…and who care           
deeply about the planet.  

I give thanks for each one of you, and for this church that is filled with the                 
Spirit of God’s love. Amen. 

 

 

 


