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Sermon for November 25, 2018 

Two Kingdoms 

John 18:33-37 and James 3:13-18 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

If you came to this service of worship hoping to sing Thanksgiving hymns, I              
am sorry to inform you that we did that last Sunday. If you came hoping to start the                  
journey to Bethlehem, you are, unfortunately, a week too early. Today is rather a              
strange Sunday in that it isn’t really Thanksgiving and it isn’t yet Advent. If that               
wasn’t strange enough, our lectionary reading from Mark is one we usually read             
during Holy Week.  

Although it seems strange to be reading this text today, there is a reason why               
we are doing so. It has to do with the fact that today is known as Christ the King                   
Sunday, or Reign of Christ Sunday. This observance was established in 1925 by             
Pope Pius XI. The Pope created this feast day to remind people that there is a                
difference between the kingdoms of the world and the kingdom of God. Over the              
years many Protestant churches have adopted “Reign of Christ” Sunday as well.  

Our lectionary reading from John reveals the difference between the          
kingdoms of the world, and the kingdom of God. The reading begins with Pilate              
asking Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” If Jesus were to admit to being any                 
kind of king he would be considered an insurrectionist. There is only one king in               
the Roman Empire and that is Caesar. 

Jesus boldly withstands the pressure to answer this question, and responds           
by asking Pilate a question, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you                 
about me?” In asking this question Jesus is seeking to determine the source and              
motivation of Pilate’s question. 

As the conversation continues it becomes clear that Pilate and Jesus           
represent two very different kingdoms. Pilate represents the kingdom known as the            
Roman Empire. In that kingdom all power and authority is given to Caesar, and is               
centered in Rome.  

In this kingdom, allegiance to the emperor is demanded of all people. The             
Emperor’s authority, and Roman law, are both upheld by the threat of violence and              
capital punishment.  
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Those who have full standing within the Roman Empire are rewarded with            
privileges. Outsiders are considered to be threats and therefore kept at bay or even              
killed. 

The kingdom that Jesus represents is not tied to a geographic location. Jesus             
tells Pilate, “My kingdom is not from this world.” The kingdom of God is not from                
this world, but it is very much a part of this world.  

In this kingdom allegiance is to God, not to a human ruler. Allegiance to              
God is demonstrated through acts of love towards other people. 

In God’s kingdom all people have access to justice and mercy. Resources             
are shared freely and people strive to live at peace with one another. 

All people are equal, and therefore no group has more privilege than any             
other. God’s grace and love are extended to enemies, and strangers are welcomed.  

Mahatma Gandhi summarizes the difference between these two kinds of          
kingdoms saying, “Power is of two kinds. One is obtained by the fear of              
punishment and the other by acts of love. Power based on love is a thousand times                
more effective and permanent than the one derived from fear of punishment.” 

The radical differences between the kingdom that Pilate represents, and the           
kingdom that Jesus represents, are found throughout history. Like the Roman           
Empire, there are always earthly powers that demand allegiance, and maintain           
control through threats of violence.  

At the same time, there are also those individuals who are committed to             
living the values of God’s kingdom. Values that are so beautiful uplifted in our              
reading from James, “The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,             
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or               
hypocrisy. And a harvest of peace for those who make peace.” (James 3:18-19) 

In every generation individuals must choose which kingdom they will          
ultimately serve. While most people do not have the right to choose what nation              
they will belong to, every one of us has the choice of how we will live within that                  
earthly kingdom. No matter where we live on earth, we can choose to live the               
values of God’s Kingdom. It is a choice that we make every day and in every                
setting of our lives:  
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Within our families we can choose to use fear and threats of harm to              
manipulate others, or we can choose to be peaceful, gentle and willing to yield. 

In our places of employment, and in our schools, we can choose to ignore              
the needs of other people in order to obtain greater power, or we can be merciful                
and supportive. 

In our church, we can choose to put our own needs above all others, or we                
can strive to show no partiality.  

When we are out and about, feeling the stresses of the holiday season, we              
can choose to treat others harshly, or we can offer kindness. 

We can choose to use our privilege, and demand that we be served, or we               
can follow the example of Jesus and serve others. 

We can choose to hoard our resources, or we can share them with those who               
are in need.  

We can choose to hold onto our grudges and resentments, or we can offer              
forgiveness. 

At the end of today’s reading from The Gospel According to John Jesus says              
that he has come to testify to the truth. Pilate asks, “What is truth?” That is an                 
important question to ponder on this rather strange Sunday. 

 

 

 


