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Sermon for November 4, 2018 

Love God 

Mark 12:28-34 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

Those of you who are joining us in worship for the first time may not be                
aware that on September 9th I began a sermon series based on the banner behind               
me. This banner was created by the National Offices of the United Church of              
Christ as a way of helping us reflect on what it means to be the Church. 

Last summer I decided which Sundays in the fall I would speak on each of               
the different topics. At that time I thought that I would have to choose scripture               
lessons other than the ones assigned by the common lectionary. Much to my             
surprise, every week I have found that at least one of the lectionary readings relates               
to the topic I have chosen for that day. 

This week, I was even more surprised when I discovered that on the Sunday              
in which I am scheduled to speak on the topic of “Love God” we find Jesus                
engaged in a conversation with a religious leader about this very topic. 

As you will recall, the Scribe begins the conversation by asking Jesus,            
“Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answers this question with a quote              
from Deuteronomy, saying, “The first is, ‘Hear O Israel: the Lord our God, the              
Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your                  
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” In essence, Jesus is               
saying that we are called to love God with every fiber of our being, including our                
emotions, our intellect, and our physical strength. 

Jesus goes on to answer the religious leader’s question with a second            
commandment. Using a teaching from the book of Leviticus, Jesus says, “ ‘You             
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than             
these.” By adding this second commandment, Jesus is saying that there is a             
connection between loving God, loving your neighbor, and loving yourself. In a            
beautiful moment of solidarity, the religious leader agrees with Jesus. 

While it seems like it would be easy to preach about loving God, I will be                
honest with you, and share that I struggled with this topic. While I have no               
difficulty saying that “I love God,” and know that many others feel the same, it               
isn’t clear how to define what it means to love God. And so, rather than attempt to                 
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define what loving God means, I have decided to share with you recent examples              
of where I have witnessed people expressing their love for God. As Jesus teaches,              
there is a connection between loving God, loving neighbor, and loving self. 

Last Sunday, when I announced that one of our church’s staff members is             
out on medical leave, many people came forward to offer their assistance. This past              
week, volunteers were able to help the church carry out its work. This is something               
that happens on a regular basis, including those who came to clear the leaves from               
the property yesterday. People demonstrate their love of God through their service            
to the church. 

In addition to loving God through service to the church, people demonstrate            
their love of God through their service to the greater world. One example is the               
person who takes donated food from our church to the local food pantry. Once the               
food arrives at the pantry it is made available to those in our area who do not have                  
the resources to purchase food. The food pantry is just one of the many places               
where people show their love of God by caring for the needs of their neighbors.  

This past week I witnessed people loving God when it was made known that              
a family was facing a difficult situation. People offered prayers on behalf of that              
family, as well as words of support. All of the time people demonstrate their love               
of God and neighbor through prayer. Love is also expressed through the sending of              
supportive cards, the delivery of meals, friendly visits, and countless other acts of             
kindness.  

This past Friday evening there was a powerful experience of people loving            
God here in this sanctuary. Individuals from a variety of faith traditions came             
together to remember the people who were killed at the Tree of Life Synagogue.              
This prayer vigil was one of many held throughout the nation. As people came              
together in mutual support they expressed their love of God and neighbor. 

On a weekly basis, people come together in Bible Studies, and other learning             
opportunities, to reflect on their relationship with God. Some people spend time            
each day reading a devotional. These experiences reflect a love of God. 

All of us are demonstrating our love for God at this very moment by being               
present in this service worship. In worship we give thanks to God and find support               
in the fellowship of other people. Every Sunday our musicians lead us in praising              
God through song.  
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In terms of loving God through love of self, I was inspired by an individual               
who said that in the midst of countless responsibilities, they were taking time for              
personal restoration. 

Love for God is also expressed when people pause to appreciate the beauty             
that is all around us, including the sight of sunshine lighting up the glorious colors               
of autumn.  

The examples that I have shared are in no way an exhaustive list of the ways                
in which people love God. People express their love for God in moments of quiet               
solitude and in group settings. They do so in acts of service and in works of justice.                 
They love God with their hearts, their souls, their minds and their strength. 

I invite you, in the coming days, to be aware of the many ways in which                 
you, and others, express their love of God.  

 

 

 


