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Sermon for October, 2017 

Motivated by Love 

Philippians 2:1-13 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

Those who have been around this church for a number of years may             
remember an individual named Phil White. Phil was a long-time participant in our             
Wednesday morning Bible Study. He continues to be remembered as the person            
who was always bringing up the question of motivation. During numerous Bible            
studies Phil asked us to reflect on the motive for various human actions. 

Phil White came to mind this past week as I thought about the question:              
“What motivates people to serve others?” As I reflected on this question it             
occurred to me that there can be a variety of motivations.  

In some cases people are motivated by guilt. An individual may feel guilty             
that he or she hasn’t done enough to help a particular person. Or, an individual may                
feel guilty that he or she has more resources than other people and therefore should               
share.  

Another individual may be motivated by a sense of duty. At some point in              
his or her development this person was taught that it is every human’s             
responsibility to serve others.  

Some people are motivated out of a sense of superiority. Such individuals            
believe that they are better than other people and therefore act like a benevolent              
ruler, offering help to those who are perceived to be below them. 

Other people serve because it makes them feel good. These individuals are            
motivated by the emotional reward they receive when helping others.  

In this morning’s reading from Philippians the Apostle Paul has something           
to say about motivation. Paul writes to the members of that church saying, “…be of               
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do                
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better             
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests                
of others.” (Philippians 2) Paul reminds the people that their actions should not be              
motivated by selfish ambition or excessive pride. Rather, the people are to have the              
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same mind as was in Christ Jesus who, with great humility, served others. In other               
words, Paul is saying, let love be your motivation.  

 To love others as Jesus loved is to meet the person where he or she is at. It                   
involves addressing the individual’s physical, emotional and spiritual needs. It          
means standing with that person when she or he is being oppressed by others. And               
it sometimes means speaking out on behalf of that person when she or he is in need                 
of greater justice. 
 

Recently the United Church of Christ, as a denomination, adopted a new            
purpose, mission and vision statement that speaks about being motivated by love.            
This statement reads: “We will love the Lord our God with our whole heart, mind,               
soul and strength; and our neighbor as ourselves. (Purpose) United by the Holy             
Spirit and inspired by God’s grace we love all, welcome all, and seek justice for               
all. (mission)  A just world for all.” (Vision) 
 

Based on this statement, the leaders of the United Church of Christ invite             
every congregation, and individual, within the United Church of Christ to           
participate in an initiative called “3 Great Loves.” These three great loves are: love              
of children, love of neighbor, and love of creation. UCC General Minister and             
President, the Reverend Dr. John Dorhauer, states, “The world is in need of our              
great love. And our love for the world can transform it.” 

 
Over the next two years we are encouraged to reflect on the ways in which               

we share God’s love with children, neighbors, and the earth. In addition to             
reflecting on what we are already doing, we are challenged to think of additional              
ways to reach out in love. Our motivation for doing this is not to make ourselves                
look good in front of others, nor is it to help us feel good about ourselves. It is to                   
share the love of God with the world.  

This morning I invite us to begin reflecting on the ways in which we as a                
church share God’s love with children, neighbors and the earth. Here are a few              
examples to get us started: 

● A group of enthusiastic teenagers asking people to sponsor them          
for the annual CROP Walk. 

● The replacement of the old lighting fixtures in this building with           
energy efficient ones.  

● Donating money to benevolences in this community and        
throughout the world. 
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● People making their way to an economically depressed        
neighborhood in Saginaw to repair homes. 

● The quick response to Church World Service’s request for         
clean-up kits. Within a couple of weeks money was donated, items           
were purchased, 45 buckets were assembled and delivered to a          
drop-off point. 

● A sign hung outside this building showing our solidarity with          
people of another faith. 

● Individuals spending hours each month sorting clothing at the         
Shelterhouse Resale shop. Others picking up furniture for Midland         
Area Homes. 

● An energetic and happy group of children from the community          
participating in a week of Vacation Bible School. 

● The on-going collection of food for a local food pantry and the            
countless volunteer hours that help to run that pantry. 

● Adults gathering to discuss racism and white privilege. 
● The emergency fund that is distributed by your pastor that helps           

individuals remain in their homes. 
● The ongoing interfaith conversations at coffee shops and houses of          

worship. 
● Volunteers working in extreme heat to raise funds through the          

annual rummage sale. These funds then being used to support          
missions and scholarships.  

 
Such a list is not meant to be offered in conceit, but rather serves to               

recognize the many ways in which this church strives to be of the same mind as                
Christ…motivated not out selfish ambition, but out of love.  

 
It is exciting to consider the new possibilities for loving-service that God            

will reveal to us in the coming years. It is up to each one of us to prayerfully                  
consider what those actions might be.  
 

If Phil White, who died a few years ago, were worshipping with us this              
morning, he would be pleased that I have talked about motivation, but that doesn’t              
mean he would agree with everything I have said. But hopefully it has given you               
some food for thought. Amen. 
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