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Sermon October 22, 2017  
Give Therefore to God  
Matthew 22:15-22 
The Reverend Roger Pancost 

About a month ago I met with an individual who had recently started             
attending this church. During our conversation he shared with me that he            
appreciates that this is a healthy church. One of the factors he used in making this                
assessment is that we have enough money to carry out the ministries of the church               
and therefore don’t have to keep asking people to give more.  

A week later, I met with another individual who had recently started            
attending this church. This individuals also told me that she likes the fact that we               
don’t talk about money all of the time.  

While I appreciated what these two individuals shared, I wanted to apologize            
in advance for the month of October. For you see, each October this church runs it                
annual Stewardship Campaign. Money is talked about from the pulpit, in bulletin            
inserts, newsletter articles, and special mailings.  

It is interesting that in the middle of this year’s Stewardship Campaign our             
lectionary reading from Matthew also talks about money. In this story we hear             
about a group of religious leaders who attempt to get Jesus in trouble by asking               
him a question about paying taxes. The tax issue at hand refers specifically to a               
head tax instituted by Rome when Judea became a Roman province. This tax could              
only be paid in Roman coin, most of which contained an image, and an inscription,               
that was considered blasphemous by many Jews because it refers to Caesar as             
being divine.  

Jesus is being asked a trick question. If Jesus says that it is lawful to pay this                 
tax he will alienate the Jewish nationalists. If Jesus says it is unlawful to pay this                
tax he is subject to being arrested by the Romans. Rather than answer this              
questions directly, Jesus requests that someone produce one of the coins used to             
pay this tax. The people who are trying to trap Jesus are unaware of their hypocrisy                
when they produce this coin. They, of all people, should know that it is              
blasphemous to have this coin in the Temple.  

With the coin visible, Jesus asks, “Whose head is this, and whose title?”             
When they answer “The emperor’s”, Jesus says to them, “Give therefore to the             
emperor the things that are the emperor’s and to God the things that are God’s.”               
Although Jesus silences those who were trying to entrap him, I wish that he would               
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have gone on to say more. Specifically, I wish he would say more about what it                
means to give to God the things that are God’s.  

I understand what Jesus means when he tells the people to give the Emperor              
the things that belong to the Emperor. There are certain things in life that we are                
required to give our money too. For example, like the people in first century Judea,               
we are required to pay taxes. (I am happy to do so.) We also have to pay for items                   
that we purchase, as well the utilities that we use. 

But what does Jesus mean when he says we are to give to God the things                
that are God’s? Is Jesus really leaving it up to us to figure that one out? This is a                   
timely question to reflect on as we find ourselves in the middle of the annual               
Stewardship Campaign. There are many ways to give to God, including the support             
that we give to the ministries of this church. In the coming weeks the Stewardship               
Committee of this church will invite people to make a pledge to next year’s budget.               
These pledges will help our church’s financial team know how much money we             
will have to carry out these ministries next year.  

Giving to God through the support of this church isn’t just about money; it              
includes how much time each of us will give, how we will share our talents and                
abilities, and how we will connect with other people. It can be difficult determining              
how much we will share.  

As we contemplate what we will share with this church it is helpful to think               
of these decisions in terms of spiritual discernment. Nancy Reeves, who runs            
workshops on Spiritual Discernment, offers insights into what this means. She           
writes, “Decision making is quite different than spiritual discernment. In decision           
making, we use the talents and skills within us to make a particular choice. We               
may do this alone or with other people. Spiritual discernment implies that God is              
also involved in the process and choice, and leaves room for messages or leadings              
from the Holy One.” (Seasons of the Spirit, Adult Seasons of Creation - Pentecost 2017, p. 50) 

She goes on to say, “Many people of faith view spiritual discernment as a              
procedure or tool – something to be done when making a major decision. If,              
instead, we view discernment as an attitude, we will discern always, and always be              
receptive to divine guidance. The smallest choice may have a ripple effect that             
does great good or harm.” 
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Like Moses, we can engage in one-on-one conversations with God. We can            
share our hopes, our fears and our questions. And then, we can take the time to be                 
in silence and listen for the leading of God. 

This year’s stewardship theme: “Journey to Generosity: the way of Jesus,”           
invites us to look to Jesus as a model for determining what we give to God. When                 
we reflect on the life of Jesus we remember how he offered compassion and              
acceptance to the outcast and forgotten members of society. Jesus brought           
physical, emotional and spiritual healing to those who were hurting. Jesus taught            
the importance of forgiveness and mercy. Jesus spoke up for those who were being              
oppressed. Jesus was not afraid to call out hypocrisy, and was always ready to take               
a stand for justice. Jesus fed those who were hungry and advocated for those who               
were in need. Jesus demonstrated the power of non-violence. Jesus revealed that            
every person is a beloved child of God.  

What will you share to support this church as it strives to follow in the way                
of Jesus? Are you able to make a financial contribution? Can you give some of               
your time to join others in carrying out this work? Do you have a dream or vision                 
of a new way we can serve God together? Do you have a skill that can be used to                   
help others? Who might you reach out to in friendship and love? This church offers               
countless ways to give to God.  

It is sad that those who wanted to trap Jesus that day in the Temple had                
forgotten an important teaching of the faith…we are all made in the image of God.               
That means that everything we have belongs to God. How we share these things is               
as unique and beautiful as each person. Thanks be to God for the ability to share.                
Amen. 

 

 

 

 


