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Sermon for September 10, 2017 

What are you waiting for? 
Exodus 12:1-14 

The Reverend Roger Pancost 

Last year I had the privilege of serving as a helping parent in our son’s               
kindergarten classroom. Each Friday, (which is my day off,) I spent a couple of              
hours in the classroom helping to lead “centers.” At holiday parties I was invited to               
read a book to the children that reflected the theme of the day. At the Halloween                
party I read a book about a skeleton and at Christmas I read The Polar Express.  

When it came time to read a book for the end-of –the year party one of the                 
room parents asked me to read Dr. Seuss’ book Oh, the Places You’ll Go! That of                
course, is the same book that Jennifer Ringgold referred to earlier this morning.             
The book begins with the narrator telling a child, “Congratulation! Today is your             
day. You’re off to Great Places! You’re off and away!” The remainder of the book               
offers insights into what it means to journey through life. 

I had misgivings as to whether a group of kindergartners would be able to              
fully understand the message of this book. Even though this is a children’s book, I               
believe it is hard for a child to grasp the concept that life is a journey. As I read this                    
book the children sat and politely listened, but I could tell from their faces that they                
were not fully engaged. They were too busy thinking about the treats, and the              
games, that would follow.  

This book, which did not hold the interest of a group of five and              
six-year-olds, does offer meaningful insights regarding the journey of life. The           
author reminds us that we all have choices in terms of the directions that we take.                
He also points out that just as life is filled with wonderful opportunities, it also               
includes difficulties.  

About half way through the book the Narrator explains that some people get             
stuck in a waiting place. The child is told, 

“You can get so confused that you’ll start in to race down long wiggled              
roads at a break-necking pace and grind on for miles across weirdish wild space,              
headed, I fear, toward a most useless place. 

The Waiting Place…for people just waiting. 
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Waiting for a train to go or a bus to come, or the rain to go or the phone to                    
ring, or the snow to snow or waiting around for a Yes or No or waiting for their                  
hair to grow. Everyone is waiting.  

Waiting for the fish to bite or waiting for wind to fly a kite or waiting for                 
Friday night or waiting, perhaps for their Uncle Jake or a pot to boil, or a Better                 
Break or a string of pearls, or a pair of pants or a wig with curls, or Another                  
Chance. Everyone is just waiting.”  

After the narrator describes this place of waiting the child is told, “No!             
That’s not for you!” To be stuck in the “Waiting Place” is to miss all of the                 
adventures of the life-journey. (Oh, the Places You’ll Go!, by Dr. Seuss, Random House, 1990) 

In this morning’s reading from the book of Exodus we find the Hebrew             
people in a waiting place. Unlike the useless waiting described in Dr. Seuss’ book,              
these people are actively waiting. They are preparing to embark on a new journey,              
trusting that God is with them.  

In each of our lives there are times in which we are forced to wait. For                
example, we have to wait for an appointment, or we have to wait in line at the                 
grocery store. 

At other times in life we choose to remain in a waiting place, and therefore               
close ourselves off from new possibilities. Rather than move forward, we stay in a              
place that is familiar and comfortable.  

Rally Day is the perfect opportunity for us to think about the possibilities             
that are before us. Rather than passively waiting, we can choose to seek out new               
discoveries and adventures. This is true for each one of us, regardless of how old               
we are.  

In a recent Still Speaking Daily Devotional, United Church of Christ Pastor,            
Vicki Kemper shares an experience of trying something new. She writes, 

“I decided recently to see if I could become something new, or if I could at                 
least see some old things with new eyes. And so I signed up for a community                
rowing club, where practices start at 5:30 a.m. Did I mention I'm not a morning               
person? 

Pastor Kemper then offers a quote by Annie Dillard, saying , "I cannot cause               
light. The most I can do is try to put myself in the path of its beam." 

Pastor Kemper goes on to say, “There is so much in our lives we can't control.                 
But we can choose to put ourselves in the path of the light, even if that means                 
 



3 
 

getting up in the dark. We can decide to open ourselves to grace, which might               
require moving out of our comfort zones. We can ask God to heal us at the broken                 
places, and then get with the program. 

Rowing will not fix my life, but proving that I can do this hard thing has                
already renewed my hope. I'll never be a champion, but the gracious            
encouragement of other rowers helps me to see how God cheers my every step              
toward more selfless love. I can't imagine ever welcoming a 4:35 wake-up, but             
knowing that herons and eagles are gliding over the river helps get me out of bed.”                
(Stillspeaking Daily Devotional, Vicki Kemper, September 2, 2017) 

I am not suggesting that we all join a rowing team, although that might be               
something that you have always wanted to do. What I am suggesting is that no               
matter what age we happen to be, we can move from passive waiting, to engaged               
discovery. As Reverend Kemper states, “We can decide to open ourselves to grace,             
which might require moving out of our comfort zones.” 

What new road might you journey down this coming year? 

Perhaps you will find yourself volunteering for a new project, or giving time             
to an organization that you have never worked with before.  

Perhaps you will do something that feeds expands mind, such as taking a             
course, or joining a book study. 

Perhaps you will do something that feeds your soul, like engaging in a new              
spiritual practice, learning a new form of art, or traveling to a beautiful location.  

Perhaps you will make the decision to seek freedom from an addiction, or             
habit that is harming your health.  

Perhaps you will seek out a counselor who can help you deal with issues that               
you have tried to avoid. 

Whatever new adventure you choose to take, trust that God is with you, and              
that like fellow rowers, there are people who are ready to offer gracious support to               
you. That is one of the wonderful things about being part of a church…we have               
others to share the journey with.  

And so I conclude with these words of encouragement from the narrator of             
Dr. Seuss’ book,  
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“So…be your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bray or Mordecai Ali Van Allen             
O’Shea, you’re off to Great Places! Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting.              
So…get on your way!     Peace to you all. Amen. 

 

 

 


